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Membership:   
New memberships as well as renewals can be 

processed at our secure web site: Click here 
 

SDES Membership — digital Epi News  
Single Membership $15.00 per year 
Dual Membership $20.00 per year 

 

Have You Moved? 
If you have moved or recently changed your physical 
OR email address, please update your new address so 
that you can continue to receive your newsletter 
without interruption.  
Send it to:  
San Diego Epiphyllum Society  c/o Membership  
PO Box 126127 San Diego, CA 92112-6127 
OR email Membership@sdepis.org 
OR for a faster response mail directly to Beth Jackson 
Membership Secretary—her address can be found in 
the membership roster  

 

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc. (SDES) 
P.O. Box 126127 

San Diego, CA  92112-6127 
Epi News is published monthly by  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc.  
SDES Web Site: https://sdepis.org/ 

 
COPYRIGHT of by-line articles belong to the authors. 

Other contents, ©2020 SDES. All rights reserved.  
Photo credit SDES archives unless noted. 

 
  Editors– Jerry Moreau & Linda Sinkovic 

EpiNews@sdepis.org 
Design & layout by Jerry Moreau 

News of interest to SDES membership, brief 
articles about our members, or our community are 
welcome.  Not sure?  Send it anyway.  Email 
Jerry, editor at: EpiNews@sdepis.org by the 15th 
of the month for inclusion in the following 
month’s Epi News.  Submit your articles, 
announcements, events, photos, or other items of 
interest. Share events of other organizations and 
other items of interest to members.  The 
newsletter is usually, but not always, produced to 
go out first of the month.  

General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday 
of each month at 7:30 p.m. in Rm 101, Pre-meeting 
workshop at 7:00 in Rm 104. Board Meetings precede 
the general meetings at 6:00 p.m. in Rm 104. 
Members are welcome to attend the board meeting. 
Meetings are held in the Casa del Prado in Balboa 
Park. 

Calendar of Events  
 
June 
 3 Zoom Board Meeting 
 10 Zoom General Meeting/Program 
   
July 
 8 General Meeting / Board Meeting 
  
 
For the up to date calendar check out: 
http://sdepis.org/news-information/calendar/  

Editor’s Note:  The 50th anniversary art on the 
cover was created by Sal Leon, a local San Diego 
artist.  His art will be on the cover for 2020.    
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‘Sammy’ 
 
Photo by  
Jerry Moreau 
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President’s Corner 
“The cosmos is a vast living body, 
of which we are still parts. The 
sun is a great heart whose tremors 
run through our smallest veins. 
The moon is a great nerve center 
from which we quiver forever. 
Who knows the power that Saturn 
has over us, or Venus? But it is a 
vital power, rippling exquisitely 
through us all the time.” 
D. H. Lawrence  

 
 It is 2020 and what a 
year it has turned out to 
be!  As you all know, due to 
COVID-19 all in-person 

events in May were canceled. This year, we weren't 
able  to have our Mother’s Day Show and Sale. 
However I hope you all enjoyed your flowers from 
your own garden and also our virtual flower show 
we held on Facebook. There were many flowers for 
all to enjoy. I know it’s not the same as seeing them 
in person, but it’s the best we can do this year. I 
really look forward to our show and sale next May! 
 

 These times require us to be creative and 
like our virtual flower show, for the first time we 
are going to try an on-line sale. It began the end of 
May and there are opportunities to purchase 
cuttings and some 4” plants. Watch our website for 
details. 
 
 I don’t know about you, but walking 
through my garden and looking at all the beautiful 
flowers makes me feel better even though I can’t 
share them with you all. Next year there will be 
more flowers, maybe even better ones!  
 
 As you may know I’m also very interested 
in astronomy. So now is the time to contemplate 
Venus’ storied history as you look up and see our 
neighboring planet shining brightly in the evening 
sky. If you are up before dawn, you can still spot 
Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn.. 
 
 Until next time be well and be safe, 

President  Cindy Decker 619-972-9664 
   President@sdepis.org    
1st Vice President  Patricia Frank  
   Programs  Programs@sdepis.org 
2nd Vice President Gretchen Ward  
   Mother’s Day Show MothersDay@sdepis.org 
Treasurer  Dennis Hughes 619-851-4960 
   Treasurer@sdepis.org  
Recording Secretary Sue Aldrich 858-442-0093  
   Recording@sdepis.org  
Corresponding Secretary Interim — Beth Jackson 
   Corresponding@sdepis.org 
Membership Secretary Beth Jackson 858-692-0314   
   Membership@sdepis.org   
 
Director 2020-21  Gilbert Hatfield   
   Directors@sdepis.org 
Director 2020-21 Mildred Mikas  760-690-1124  
   Directors@sdepis.org   

Director 2020-21  David Cheever     

   Directors@sdepis.org 

Director 2019-20  Ron Crain  
   Directors@sdepis.org 
Director 2019-20 Paula Reynolds 619-224-2194 

   Directors@sdepis.org   
Immediate Past Pres. Tim Paule 619-443-0826 
                   PastPresident@sdepis.org    
 
 

Sales Table & Events Cindy Decker 
   Salestable@sdepis.org  
   SalesEvents@sdepis.org   
Garden Caravan  Mildred Mikas   
   GardenCaravan@sdepis.org  
Holiday Banquet  Mildred Mikas 
   Banquet@sdepis.org 
Internet / Webmaster Gilbert Hatfield  
   Webmaster@sdepis.org 
Workshops    Ron Crain Workshops@sdepis.org 
Safari Park    Jerry Moreau SafariPark@sdepis.org 
CSSA Affiliate Rep Jerry Moreau CSSA@sdepis.org 
EpiNews Editors  Jerry Moreau & Linda Sinkovic   
   EpiNews@sdepis.org 
Research & Education Linda Sinkovic  Research@sdepis.org 
SDBGF Rep  Pat Neal 858-565-0340   
   SDBGF@sdepis.org  
Librarian  Marie Dempewolf 619-573-5060 
   Librarian@sdepis.org 
Historian  Gretchen Ward Historian@sdepis.org 
Raffle Table   Paula Reynolds 619-224-2194 
   Dennis Hughes  Raffles @sdepis.org 
Hospitality  Barb Alvarez 
   Hospitality@sdepis.org  
Name Tags  Gerry Mikas 760-690-1124  
   Store@sdepis.org 
Refreshments  David Cheever  
   Refreshments@sdepis.org 
Publicity  Terence Brashear  
   Publicity@sdepis.org 

Society Officers, Directors, & Coordinators 
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COVID-19 UPDATE 
 As we all know, we are still maintaining the "Shelter in Place" procedures.  All parks in San Diego 
are closed until further notice.  This includes Balboa Park and  the Casa Del Prado.  At this time no dates 
have been given when they will reopen. We have no access to the rooms during this time and therefore all 
SDES activities are canceled.  
 

  The June general in person meeting is canceled however look for information from 
the membership secretary about an online program.  

 
 If you have any questions or concerns please contact a board 
member. We are hoping our events in May will still take place. At this 
point we don’t know but we are hopeful. 
 
 With the spread of COVID-19, we find ourselves in a time of 
global uncertainty. Our hearts go out to everyone impacted. Please 
keep safe and take care of yourself. We care about you and your 
families’ health and wellness. Don’t forget you have the membership 
roster to reach out for support during this time of crisis. 
 
 Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic 
medical conditions like heart or lung disease or diabetes seem to be at 
higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 
illness. Please 
consult with 
your health care 
provider about 
additional steps 

you may be able to take to protect yourself. 
 
From the Center for Disease Control — How to 
protect yourself and loved ones.  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
prepare/prevention.html 

(Think of the tune 50 Ways to Leave Your Lover.)  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/prevention.html


Meeting Programs        by Patricia Frank 
 

June Program: This month’s program will feature the women who hybridize epies.  Come enjoy a 
program with hybrids from such notables as Evelyn Shiraki, Alice Buchanan, Clarion Steele, and more. 
This program will be on Zoom so you don’t have to leave your home.  Zoom on over and join us. 
Wednesday, June 10th at 7pm. 
If you miss the program it will be posted on the SDES website in the membership section. 
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SDES Online Sale 
 
 The long awaited online SDES epiphyllum sale opened on Thursday 28, May 2020 to great 
response.  There were few hiccups but overall it is providing epiphyllum lovers the opportunity to add to 
their collections. Some of the more popular cuttings were gone within the first few days.  At press time, 
there are still some really nice plants and cuttings available. 
 
 We are thankful for all of the individuals that contributed their time and efforts to making this 
internet sale possible. We especially want to thank all those that contributed cuttings and 4” potted 
plants and epi photographs to the SDES online store. 
 
 If you didn’t have a chance to donate epiphyllum cuttings for the online store, you still have a 
chance. Throughout the sale, cuttings (7-9 inches) may be donated;  but prior to making those donations 
please contact Gerry Mikas or Gilbert Hatfield. Both can be reached at onlinesale@SDepis.org. The 
store is set up to only display available items. While it is an easy process to increase inventory of an 
existing product, much more effort is required to add a completely new cutting. Gilbert or Gerry will 
validate that current sales will allow for your donations to be handled and let you know. They are 

looking forward to your continued support of this effort. 

‘Daniel’ 

‘Ambrosia’ 
 
Photos by Jerry Moreau 

‘Rumpelstiltskin’ 

mailto:onlinesale@SDepis.org


 There is exciting news! Even though the park is 
still closed to the public, at the end of May we were 
given permission to resume work parties along with the 
other garden clubs at the Park. (The Bonsai volunteers 
started in April as a test, but the rest of the clubs had to 
wait.)  We have to follow strict rules for safety -- not 
only due to COVID-19 but also because of the local 
Mountain Lions who have taken residence up inside the 
park. We are limited to four volunteers at a time. It is 
great to be back -- the plants needed us. There was lots 
of weeding and deadheading to do. Some of the 
wooden pallets had broken and plants were on the 
ground. The snails and ants were actively doing their 

thing and the insect damage was evident. We missed over two months of working with the plants. Sadly, 
that was during most of the blooming season, so we missed opportunities to correctly identify blooms from 
plants we're not sure of.  
 

 Volunteers are being scheduled for the park work times. For every party that goes in, I have to send 
a list of the four volunteers who will be showing up at the work parties ahead of time. Do not just show up 
to the park. You must be on the list or you will not be let in. 

Safari Park Epi Collection & Display   
by Jerry Moreau 

Details of How To Become A Volunteer at the Safari Park 
can be found on our website.  Click on http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/ 
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Photos by Jerry Moreau 

‘Flechsig’s Sunset’ ‘Kiwi Fellowship’ 

‘Mitzie O’ ‘Timeless’ 

http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/


Want/Wish List 
     If you have epies on your wish list that you are 
looking for it is possible someone in the Society has 
it and is willing to share a cutting or two with you.        
     As a service and benefit to members this list is 
being included in the newsletter.  Send your wish list 
along with contact information to the editors to get it 
added here. 
 
 
Sandra Chapin: sandraleewc@gmail.com  
‘Elf’, ‘Elf Eyes’, ‘Elf Queen’, ‘Elfe’, ‘Elfenbein’, 
‘Elfentanz’, ‘Elfentraum’, ‘Elfenzauber’, ‘Elf-Fire’, 
‘Elfi Paetz’, ‘Elfie’, ’Elfin’, ‘Elfin Kind’ 
 
Doug Gates: douggates@gmail.com 
Epiphyllum laui, E. phyllanthus, E. baueri 
 
Beth Jackson: bethjackso@yahoo.com ‘Clara Ann’   
 
Bridget Kleindienst: Bkleindienst13@gmail.com  
‘Baby Cake’, ‘Crystal Claret’, ‘Heather’ 
 
Tom Moore: phyllocactus1952@yahoo.com 
‘Amaranthinus’, ‘Coopermanni’, ‘Daniela Paetz’, 
‘Desert Thorns’, ‘Devauxii’, ‘Hansei’,  ‘Helenae’,  
‘Ignescens’, ‘Jacques Courant’, ‘Jenkinsonii’, 
‘Jennifer’, ‘Johnson’s Beauty’, ‘Splendidus’  
 
Jerry Moreau: jerrysdca@cox.net ‘Pink Jeroma’ 
 
Virginia Payne vpayne22@gmail.com  
‘Clarity’s Lanaiakea’, ‘Over the Top‘, ‘Ruby 
Pinwheel’, ‘Vanilla Sunset’, ‘Venetian Affair’ 
 
Paula Reynolds: paularey@aol.com 
‘Point Loma’ , ‘Sunset Cliffs’, ‘Voltaire’ 
 
William Thomas:  wmst@cox.net Selenicereus  

anthonyanus, ‘Yellowhead’  

 

Janice Wakefield: jwakefield@cox.net   
‘Bobby Brynildsen’, ‘Jasa’ 

Get Well Wishes 
 

Please keep these members in your  
thoughts and prayers. 

 
Chuck Everson, Emily Lovci, and  

Janice Wakefield 
 

And to be mindful of any member, family, 
or friends who are suffering at this time of 

Shelter-In-Place. 
 

May we all be well and safe  
until we meet again  

‘Welcome’ 
Photo by Jose Almandoz 

Welcome New  
Members!!! 

 

Monica Bennett, San Diego, CA 
Amanda Bresniker, Poway, CA 
David Bramblett, Sacramento, CA 
Charles Courtney, Ocean Springs, MS 
Andrea Cunnigham, Escondido, CA 
Constance Eckenrodt, Vista, CA 
Guadalupe Edgar, San Diego, CA 
Jo Gilman, La Mesa, CA 
Doug Hillman, Orange, CA 
Brenda Jewell, San Diego, CA 
Karen Johnson, Escondido, CA 
Karen Kidwell, Oakley, CA 
Marcia Mautner, Chula Vista, CA 
Tom Nugent, San Diego, CA 
Bhupinder Singh, Sacramento, CA 
Susan Swan, Los Angeles, CA 
Ann Van Dyke, San Diego, CA 
Lynn Ferguson-Weinert and George Weinert, 
  La Mesa, CA 
Jennifer West, San Diego, CA 
Lucia Yandell, San Diego, CA 
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‘Connie Jeanne’ 
 

Photo by 
 Jerry Moreau 
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Put de Epi in de Coconut 
 

Reprinted from Epi News Vol 35, No. 5 
By Ron Crain 
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 When I first began growing hybrid 
epiphyllums, the potting soil recipe that I sort of 
settled on after a while contained roughly equal parts 
of the following: commercial bagged potting soil 
(whatever was on sale), perlite and milled sphagnum 
peat moss. Sometimes I used the small grade of 
orchid bark, sometimes I didn’t. Anyway, bark never 
constituted more than about fifteen percent of my 
mix. 
 
 As time went on, I began to dislike how the 
peat moss behaved in the mix as it aged and the 
potting soil began to break down. If I allowed the 
mix to dry out too much, the peat became very 
difficult to rewet while doing normal watering with 
hose and wand. Eventually this caused me to have to 
dunk my hanging baskets in a bucket of water to 
soak or to add a wetting agent or surfactant in the 
form of a few drops of liquid soap to the water so 
that the dried out peat could be fully saturated. Later, 
as the potting soil broke down even further, the dry 
peat would shrink away from the bottom and sides of 
the container, giving the water a direct route to the 
drainage holes and out the bottom, bypassing the 
potting soil entirely. I needed to find an alternative 
to peat in my mix. 
 

 Several years ago I heard through the epi 
grapevine that some growers were using coir in their 
potting soil recipes with satisfactory results. Coir is a 
fibrous material found between the hard internal 
shell and the outer coat of a ripe coconut. It is the by
-product of the processing of a food crop, so it is a 
renewable resource. As long as we continue to grow 
coconuts for food, we will have coir. Peat on the 
other hand, is mined from deposits (mainly in 
Canada) that have taken thousands of years to 
accumulate. We are consuming peat many times 
faster than new peat deposits can be produced by 
nature. This makes peat non-renewable and, from an 
environmental standpoint, makes coir preferable to 
peat. 

 
 Coir is commercially available in compressed 
blocks (pictured blow left) at many nurseries and 
home improvement stores. To reconstitute it, you 
simply soak the block in water and it falls apart into 
a moist, fluffy mass of brown fibers (pictured 
above.) Coir will absorb an amazing volume of 
water. I find potting soils containing approximately 
one third by volume of coir seem to dry out a little 
more slowly than those containing peat so I don’t 
have to water quite as often. And, they are much 
easier to rewet after drying out. The overall texture 
of my mix has improved with the use of this 
material. If you haven’t tried coir in your mixes, give 
it a try. I highly recommend it. 
 
 

At the Safari Park in 2013 we ordered a pallet of coir.  
Here you can see Velma Crain standing next to it.  Only now are 

we getting low and soon will need to order more 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 



Continued next page 
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Photos by Linda Sinkovic  
unless noted 

An Afternoon With Linda Sinkovic 
 “In 1994 a 
friend from UCSC 
gave me an epi with 
red flowers. Right 
after it bloomed it 
was stolen off my 
front porch; I can't 
recall the name but 
more than likely it 
didn’t come with a 
name. Anyway after 

seeing the flower, I 
decided what I needed 
was more epies. And 
then the madness 

began...” Linda says. It was the 1990’s and she had 
access to this thing called The Internet, so she 
scoured the Internet to search the world for more 
epies -- “this was back in Usenet days, before the 
World Wide Web.”  In her search she found out 
about 
Rainbow 
Gardens and 
Gray/Davis.  
As the 
madness 
continued 
Linda joined 
all the 
California 
epi societies.  
In 2004 after 
moving to 
San Diego 
she began attending SDES meetings.  During her 
tenure in SDES she has served at Recording 
Secretary, Director, Librarian, and is currently the 
co-editor for the Epi News. She writes a semi-
monthly column for the newsletter titles ‘Get Your 
Facts First’, which mainly talks about epiphytic 
cactus species, one of her obsessions.  She is also 
the Research and Education Coordinator, “which 
allows me to write about some subject which I think 
is educational -- whether it is actually educational or 
not is probably debatable.” Linda also volunteers at 
the epi collection at the Safari Park mostly doing 
research on the species collection and helping to 
identify plants in the collection.  She has just 
completed the updated the species section of the 
ESA Registry of Hybrids and Species.  It has been 
many years since the last update and there have 

been many changes as a result of molecular 
phylogenetic studies.  That was a monumental task 
and we are grateful for her efforts.   
 
 Since 2016, Linda has been back in Santa 
Cruz, California, a small city on the Monterey Bay.  
Central California is her home. Linda’s parents 
moved from Los Angeles to the Santa Clara Valley 
when she was 11 years old.  Aside from the 12 years 
she spent in San Diego, she has always lived 
somewhere in coastal central California, including 
her 1995 graduation from U.C. Santa Cruz.  Linda 
says that if she were to define herself as a native of 
somewhere, “I'd say a native coastal Californian:  
born in L.A. and grew up in central/northern 
California”.   
 

 Living in Santa Cruz, she grows epiphytic 
cactus species in her overcrowded greenhouse.  
Linda will grow “anything I can get my hands on. 
Or I should probably say, anything that would have 
a reasonable chance of staying alive in the 
conditions here, whether outside or in the 

Looking west towards greenhouse 

Linda seeing her namesake for 
the firs time 

Photo by Jerry Moreau 

‘Linda Sinkovic’ 

On an excellent epi adventure some SDES members 
went north to South Bay to visit Dick Kohlschreiber.  
Pictured here L-R are Ron & Velma Crain, Sandra 

Chapin, Linda Sinkovic, Dick Kohlschreiber,  
and Jerry Moreau—photo by Don Burnett 
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greenhouse.”  As to what plants she grows the 
most, that would be Rhipsalis, Lepismium and 
Pfeiffera.  But she has been growing other genera 
too, such as Selenicereus, Disocactus, and so on.  
Lately she has been trying to figure out which 
species can spend the year outside in Santa Cruz, or 
at least under a roof, instead of having to go into 
the greenhouse for the winter. 
 
 As to growing hybrids, she likes them, but 
it's difficult for her to find enough space for all the 
plants she'd like to grow.  Linda comments “... 
there are lot of beautiful epies out there.  Generally 
I prefer small and medium size flowers. I really like 
'April Shower' -- my plant was originally my 
grandfather's plant.  I also like 'Herbert S. Irwin' as 
it's so dependable.  Naturally I am partial to my 
namesakes, 'Lin Sinkovic' and 'Linda Sinkovic'.” 
 

 Other plants she grows in her garden are (a 
few) fruit trees, some vegetables, a few terrestrial 
cacti, Euphorbia millii, and a few Echeveria.  She is 
very interested in California native plants and a 
majority of the not-epiphytic-cacti plants in her 
yard are some kind of California native plant.  She 
also has developed a soft spot for Tillandsia and 

Fuchsia and 
grows them 
where possible. 
 
 Her 
education is in 
Computer 
Science. So her 
background is in 
the sciences 
although she has 

no formal training in botany.  All her botany 
knowledge is self-taught. “As someone who is very 
familiar with how decision trees work, I can work a 
botanical key like a boss.” 
 
 Linda worked for many years in high tech, 
first as a technician, then as an engineer.  Among 
many other jobs, back in the 1980's she worked at 
Atari Games, on a fairly popular arcade game 
named 'Paperboy'. If you can find an old 'Paperboy' 
game, you'll see her name on the credits screen.  
 

 It was at Atari she met her spouse, Peter. 
She says “unfortunately Peter and I have never 
worked together on a game.” 
 
 Linda credits an early exposure to writing 
compiler software for her strong interest in 
grammar and languages.  To a varying degree of 
success she can read, write, speak and otherwise 
understand Japanese, German, and Spanish, 

Linda Sinkovic continued 

‘Lin Sinkovic’ 
Photo by Rudolf Hessing 

Mr. Hiroshi Mitsuhashi in 2007 visited San Diego and 
specifically George & Madeline French. 

Back row L-R Roger Chapin, Sam Peebles,  
Mr. Hiroshi Mitsuhashi, Jerry Moreau,  

Linda Sinkovic, Gerry Mikas, Judy Johnson,  
and Mildred Mikas. 

Mike Davis, Linda, and her spouse  
Peter Thompson  

at an SDES Mother’s Day Show 

Continued next page 

Jerry Moreau, Derek Obayashi, and Linda 
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"Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in and pray in, where 
nature may heal and give strength to body and soul." - John Muir 

although she says that she is not fluent in any of 
them. She also says learning these languages helps 
make it easier to read all the scientific papers that 
she can get her hands on.  In the past she 
corresponded with Mr. Hiroshi Mitsuhashi in 
Japan.  Before his death, he hybridized some great 
epies such as 'Chiba Lovely Dawn', 'Kaguyahime', 
and 'Sakurahime' to name just a few.  
 
 Besides plants Linda is deeply interested in 
geology, and earth science in general.  Her favorite 
way to spend a nice day, when not in her garden, is 
to go for a hike, “so I guess you could say I'm 
deeply interested in nature also.”  Other things 
Linda enjoys are traveling, photography, reading 
and knitting — “I'm currently learning how to 
make socks”.  She especially enjoys reading 
science and history. As for fiction, a few authors 
she enjoys are Jane Austen, Lewis Carroll, and 
Mark Twain, but “mostly I like to read science 
fiction / fantasy including J.R.R. Tolkien, Terry 
Pratchett, Roger Zelazny, and William Gibson.”  
She also enjoys some historical mysteries; a few of 
her favorite writers in that genre include Lindsey 
Davis, Kerry Greenwood, Ellis Peters, and 
Raymond Chandler.  

Linda Sinkovic continued 

Beth Jackson and Linda at ESA’s  
75th Anniversary Party and holiday dinner 

Photos by Jerry Moreau 

‘Lin Sinkovic’ 
 

Linda above at the Safari Park working on 
making cuttings for a sale. Right Linda is getting 

her camera ready to take photographs in Don 
Patterson’s garden.  
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Continued next page 

Epies in My Garden 

By Patricia Neal 

     Do you ever find yourself just absolutely obsessed with one 
particular epi flower and you take photo after photo of it?  Is it the 
same epi every year?  Or does a new one capture your eye and your 
camera with a new season of blooms? 

     For me, it’s a bit of both.  I have my annual favorites, but every 
year one of them puts on a show that is so spectacular I can’t get 
enough of it.  This year my new obsession is ‘Spiced Topaz’, but 
every year my favorites include ‘Red Chrome’ and ‘Crystal 
Amethyst’.  Here’s a look at some the best. 

     ‘Red Chrome’ is a true clear red that 
blooms on long, narrow, arching branches. It’s 
a 2008 Evelyn Shiraki hybrid.  I got this at an 
EpiCon silent auction, not knowing what it 
was.  It turned out to be a 
dazzling winner that I 
photograph over and over. 

Red Chrome 

Spiced Topaz 

     ‘Spiced Topaz’ is my 
obsession this year.  While it 
has bloomed regularly for 
years, this season it put on an 
inspiring show with more than 
25 large flowers.  All of the 
flowers had more petals that 
opened wider than before and 
the coloring was to die for – 
every shade of orange 
blending together into pinks 
like a water color painting.  I 
spent every day taking photo 
after photo trying to capture 
those colors, but no photo does 
it justice.  ‘Spiced Topaz’ is 
one of Evelyn Shiraki’s and it 
has very healthy green growth. 

Crystal Amethyst 

‘Crystal Amethyst’ has been one of my favorites for 
years.  It’s a 2004 hybrid from Darryl Miyamoto.  
When it was in a hanging pot it put out such strong, 
healthy heavy growth that I had to transfer it to a 
large pot on a stand.  Of course, it grew even more 
in a large pot and every year it now rewards me 
with awesome blooms.  Two other favorite hybrids 
of Darryl’s are ‘Evening Delight’ and ‘Fantasy 
Dragon’, both prolific growers. 
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Continued next page 

Acapulco Sunset 

     ‘Acapulco Sunset’ is a beautiful flower that exhibits a 
wide variation of coloring in its blooms. You will  some-
times see it with very pale peach – almost translucent-- 
petals.  Blooms can vary from year to year.  These photos 
are from the plant I started in the 1990s and show how 
much it can change. 
     In the March 2000 issue of ESA’s The Bulletin, Ray-
mond Eden listed it as one of his favorite epies and said it 
was a sensation when it was introduced in 1969 and cut-
tings sold for $10 each. 
     While the ESA Directory lists its originator as Nelson 
Ross, it doesn’t record its parentage.  Oral history is that is 
a sport of  ‘Amber Queen.’ 

2020 Season – A very good year with 5 flowers 
opening and another 6 buds growing. 

2019 Season – Only a couple 
very pale flowers opened. 

2020 Season -  Just a couple days ago this magnificent, richly colored flower (above middle photo) opened at the very end of 
the long leaf that produced four regularly-colored blooms (right photo).  My plant has never bloomed this dark, so I will 

mark this section of the branch.  If it blooms this way again, I’ll try cultivating it as separate plant. 

Acapulco Sunset Sport 

2018 Season – This red sport of ‘Acapulco 
Sunset’ doesn’t bloom every year. 

     This red-colored sport of ‘Acapulco Sunset’ is from George 
French.  His plant produced this sport in the 1990s. He cut off the 
branch and cultivated it as a separate plant.  Over the years it has 
consistently bloomed red and has never reverted back to the 
orange colors of the original plant. 
     ‘Acapulco Sunset’ has a reputation of not being a good grower 
and this sport is an even poorer grower.  In 2018 after it bloomed it 
started going downhill and I took several cuttings.  After two years 
those cuttings are finally showing slow but good growth. 
     George had a photo of another sport on his parent plant – the 
flower was exactly half orange and half red divided right down the 
middle.  I hope that this photo still exists in someone’s files.  In 
Raymond Eden’s article he said that the ESA Photo Library has a 
photo of an ‘Acapulco Sunset’ sport that is half orange and half 
pink. 
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Sister Seedlings 

     From a cross of ‘Surprise Party’ and ‘Mojave Gold’ Derek 
Obayashi registered two beautiful sister seedlings in 2009 – 
‘Camilla Obayashi’ and ‘Mildred Mikas’.  While at first glance 
they may look alike, there are some notable differences that distin-
guish them.  Registered in 2009 both are very healthy growers that 
reliably bloom with several flowers every season. 

Camilla Obayashi 
     ‘Camilla Obayashi’ 

has pale pink inner petals 
that become a rosy blush 

with age.  It has a pink-
white throat and its outer 
petals are more orangish 
colored than its sister.  It 

has long hanging branch-
es and the flowers tend to 

hang more downward as if 
they are heavier. 

Mildred Mikas 

     ‘Mildred Mikas’ is a brighter 
flower overall with its white 
inner petals touched on the tips 
with bright pink.  It opens wider 
than its sister and its flowers 
tend to open up more to the sky.  
Its branches are more arching 
and a bit shorter. 
     Both plants are very good 
growers that produce numerous 
blooms each season. 

Another Pair of Sister Seedlings 

     In 2010 Derek 
registered another 
pair of sister seed-

lings; these two  
are very different.  
They are from a 
cross of ‘Liberty 

Glow’ and 
‘Geckuden’. 

Sigmund Linda Sinkovic 

Surprise Party Mojave Gold 



Get Your Facts First 
“Get your facts first, then you can distort them as much as you please…”  Mark Twain 

     By Linda Sinkovic 
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As often as I write about Rhipsalis, I haven't yet 
written about Rhipsalis pentaptera.  I don't know 
why not, because it is a nice looking plant. And it's 
not uncommon in cultivation, therefore it's not that 
difficult to find.  So let's start by looking at its his-
tory.  
 
This plant was first described in 1836 by Doctor 
Albert Dietrich in Allgemeine Gartenzeitung.1,2  

However, this description contains no mention of 
where this plant was originally found in the wild, 
except for a note at the end which says “probably 
Brazil”.3 There is an entry for this plant in The 
Cactaceae (1923) in which Britton & Rose say the 
distribution is southern Brazil and Uruguay.  How-
ever, this plant has never been found in either loca-
tion. Herbarium specimens which were collected in 
1916 list an original location in what is now the 
city of Rio de Janeiro, and living plants have been 
found in trees in suburban gardens in São Conrado, 
to the southeast of the city center of the city of Rio 
de Janeiro.  Currently, the best guess for its original 
distribution is low 
elevation Atlantic 
forest in the state 
of Rio de Janeiro.4  

Molecular phylo-
genetic studies 
have placed R. 
pentaptera in the 
same subgenus as 
R. pacheco-leonis 
and R. lindber-
giana, both of 
which are also 
found near Rio de 
Janeiro. 
 
So its origin is a 
bit mysterious... 
let's talk about the plant itself. The species name 
comes from the ancient Greek for 'five winged'.  If 
you look at the branches of R. pentaptera, they dis-
play (usually) 5 to 6 ribs, and the branches are 
about 0.25 to 0.5 inches in diameter. 5 The branches 
arch out a bit then hang down.  Flowers are also 
about 0.25 inch 6 with 1 to 4 flowers per areole.  
Flowers are white when first open.  Fruit is a trans-
lucent white, often with a slight pink tinge on the 
top, and about 0.15 inch in diameter. 7  

 
This plant is pretty 
easy to grow and it 
will do well in simi-
lar conditions to 
your hybrid epicacti.  
The branches are 
quite decorative; alt-
hough the flowers 
are small, when 
many are blooming 
it's very nice.  
 
Enjoy your garden.  
Follow the guide-
lines and stay 
healthy.  See you 
next month.   
 
Notes: 
*1 Allgemeine Gartenzeitung, No. 14, 105-106. The font used 
is a Black Letter type font and rather tough to read. 
[Biodiversity Heritage Library, https://
www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/14898839 , accessed 2020 
05 18 23:02 UTC] 
*2 Charles Le Maire renamed it as Hariota pentaptera in 
1839, and this name is currently listed as a synonym.  In 
1902, Charles Orcutt refers to this genus (Hariota) as “a syno-
nym of Rhipsalis” in The West-American Scientist, 13(4)-
119, 54. [Biodiversity Heritage Library, https://
www.biodiversitylibrary.org/page/41102500 , accessed 2020 
05 19 00:56 UTC]  (Another synonym for this plant is Rhip-
salis pentagona.)  
*3 You might think “well, ok, everybody was casual about 
these things in those days”, but it's not like that.  Dietrich and 
Otto mention the botanical gardens (in Europe) where the 
specimens they used came from, but they also say there is no 
indication of where those plants were originally collected.  
*4 According to Barthlott and Taylor (1993), it is “no longer 
known in the truly wild state.”  That's sad.  
*5 About 6 - 15 mm in diameter.  
*6 About 7 - 8 mm. in diameter.  
*7 About 3 - 4 mm. in diameter.  
 

References: 
Barthlott, W. & Taylor, N. P. 1995. “Notes towards a monograph of Rhip-
salideae (Cactaceae)”, Bradleya 13, 43-79. 

Britton, N.L. and Rose, J.N. The Cactaceae, Carnegie Institution of Washing-
ton 1923, available at : 
http://publicationsonline.carnegiescience.edu/publications_online/cactaceae/
default.html Hunt, D., et al, The New Cactus Lexicon, 2006, ISBN 0 
9538134 4 4  
 
Korotkova, N., L. Zabel, D. Quandt, N. P. Taylor, K.F. Müller, and W. 
Barthlott. 2011. “What does it take to resolve relationships and to identify 
species with molecular markers?”, American Journal of Botany 98(9), 1549-
1572. 

Rhipsalis pentaptera 
Photos by Linda Sinkovic 

Rhipsalis pentaptera 
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Now is the Time 

 Remove spent blossoms, leaving a quar ter  of 

an inch of stem attached to the areola to avoid 
damage. 

 Remove unwanted apples, if you don' t 

intend to use the seeds. 

 With warmer, drier days ahead, begin 

misting epies.  Blooming season can take a toll on 
plants; help them plump up for the hot days ahead.  
A short "shower" in the morning may help your 
plants thrive between regular waterings. 

 Don't allow soil to dry out. 
 
 

 Resume feeding a ’balanced’ or ’complete’ 

fertilizer now that blooming season is almost 
over.  Choose a fertilizer where "N-P-K" are about 
equal, say 8-10-10. 

 A mild solution of liquid fertilizer makes an 

excellent foliar mist and can add extra vigor to 
plants with visible results. 

 Plant new cuttings or repot older plants.  

Remember to wait at least seven days before 
watering freshly repotted plants. 

 Last year's seeds can be planted now.  Shade 

them from bright light and keep them warm. 
 

We all get much from the Society and that starts 
from what we put into the Society.   
 
How can you help out the society? Here are just a 
few possibilities. 
 
SDES needs a Corresponding Secretary  
  
The Corresponding Secretary has the following 
responsibilities: 
 They will have charge of the general Society 

correspondence and shall route any other mail to 
the appropriate office or chair.  

 They will answer all inquiries promptly.  
 They will give report of correspondence at 

monthly Executive Board Meetings.  
 They will perform duties of Recording Secretary 

if that officer is absent.  
 And they will notify the Executive Board 

members of Board Meetings via email or phone. 
  
Volunteer at meetings or events. This could be 
anything from bringing in food, setting up, cleaning 
up, welcoming in guest and new folks, or a friendly 
smile. 
 
Volunteer at sales, or offer to grow cuttings/
plants for the society. Check with Cindy Decker  
for her needs at upcoming sales. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offer your garden such for an event such as epi 
photo caravan or end of season epi party. 
 
If you are interested in any of the above options, 
contact President Cindy Decker  
President@sdepis.org  619-972-9664 or speak with 
her at a meeting. 
 
Take an interest in the newsletter. Write ar ticles, 
interview members, research information about 
epies… do you have any other ideas? Let us know!  
Contact the editors Jerry or Linda 
EpiNews@sdepis.org 
 
Safari Park Epi Volunteer. Work with the epi 
collection and display at the San Diego Zoo Safari 
Park. You can talk to Jerry Moreau about this 
volunteer opportunity.  Details of “How To Become 
A Volunteer at the Safari Park” can be found on our 
website.  Click on SanDiegoEpi.com 
 

        ‘The Volunteers’  
   Photo by Jose Almandoz 

SDES is an all volunteer organization  
& without you SDES would not exist!  

mailto:President@sdepis.org?subject=President
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
SanDiegoEpi.com
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SDES 

50th Anniversary 

1970-2020 
By Patricia Neal 

The 1990s 

Growth and Creativity 

 The 1990s brought continued membership growth – more 
than 580 members – and more creativity and competition in Moth-
er’s Day Show displays.  Three new perpetual trophies were added 
along with some changes for three existing categories. 
 Starting off the decade George and Jerry Plaisted estab-
lished the People’s Choice Award which has become a favorite 
with the hundreds of visitors who tour the show annually.   First 
awarded in 1991 George French won with “Lady Ruffles” which 
was featured on the cover of Epi News (photo at right). 
 Chuck Everson and Jerry Williams announced the “The 
President’s Choice for the George French Award” at the 1992 De-
cember banquet.  This perpetual trophy is awarded to the flower 
chosen by the current SDES president.   

 A new trophy category for small blooms was donated by 
Don and Judy Francis in 1995.  In previous years, only ribbons 
were awarded to small flowers and this new trophy named for Don 
and Judy established the category as a perpetual trophy 

 The biggest change in 1998 was splitting the Troxell Tro-
phy into two categories.  With some extremely creative members 
who were going all-out in creating large displays, many members 
felt they simply couldn’t compete with the large exhibits.  Troxell 
Category One is for displays that are only 1 table or half table dis-
plays.  Troxell Two is for displays that use 2 tables or more or are 
on the floor. 
 The Buddy Hurst Trophy was originally established to 
recognize newly registered seedlings exhibited by hybridizers.  
With this restriction few flowers were exhibited until 1997 when 
there were no entries at all.  The rules were changed for the 1998 
show when the category was opened to anyone growing a newly 
registered hybrid. 
 Three years after the sudden death of 1995’s president 
Rick Latimer, SDES’s educational display category was formally 
changed to a perpetual trophy named in his honor.  Prior to this 
change, the educational award was a small plaque donated by San 
Diego’s Cactus and Succulent Society. 

In 1998,“African Safari”, the first winner of 
Category I was Galen Pittman with his one-table 

“Afro-Desia” (left). In Category II Donna Couchman 
and Jeanette Dutton received honorable mention for 
the Society table (above) as did Randall Weidner and 

Ron Kandt for their 10’ tall paper mâché giraffes. 
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Photos on the covers of Epi News became a more regular feature in the 1990s.  In this pre-digital age, photos 
were printed and glued onto the covers.  When membership got up to almost 600 people, that was a LOT of 
gluing.  It was made possible with the creation of a Photo Fund and generous donations from many people. 

SDES 

50th Anniversary 
1970-2020 

Rudi Dorsch gave a slide presentation about Curt Knebel, a  
hybridizer who lived in Germany before World War II. 

EPICON IV held in 1994 

     More than 100 people attended SDES’s second turn at hosting 
EpiCon.  Dozens of SDES members participated with set up, 
hosting and registration, audio-visual support, displays, raffle and 
silent auction contributions. George Plaisted set up his supply 
table, Dick Chadwick manned his “Dr. Epi” table and society 
volunteers set up a Wild Animal Park epi display. 

SDES advanced its  

efforts to  promote and  

educate 

     While local San Diego papers ran fewer 
articles about our annual show than they did in 
the 1980s, SDES made a foray onto the Internet 
with its first website to publicize events and 
promote epies.  Former president Milt Turner 
created our first site in 1996. 
     At the Wild Animal Park we celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of the large display house.  The Park 
and the Zoo received American Association of 
Museums accreditation as botanical gardens in 
1993.  This meant that every plant in both the epi 
display house and the work house had to be 
inventoried along with exactly where a plant was 
hung. In time, only species plants were 
individually inventoried and hybrids were 
designated only as “hybrid collection”. 
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SDES 

50th Anniversary 
1970-2020 

 

        In 1991 Epi News editor David 
Graham began a series called “An 
Afternoon With”.  That year he 
interviewed four well-known 
hybridizers:  George French, 
Wressey Cocke, Ethel Hurst  
and Dick Chadwick. 
       This feature has been continued 
on an occasional basis and has 
introduced many Southern 
California epi enthusiasts to 
members throughout the world. 

“An Afternoon With…” 

Wressey Cocke and George French 

Dick Chadwick 
Ethel Hurst 

Gladys Harper 

David Graham with Madeline French and 
Marge Schlapfer. 

Nate and Dorothy Ogdon (left). Dick Kohlschreiber in 1996 when he 
won the President’s Choice Award for his flower of ‘My-O-My’. 

Elizabeth Glover 
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Two nurseries played 

major roles in 1990s 

Jean Gray with her daughters Michele 
Davis and Linda Hammer and Chuck 
Everson and Jerry Williams were highly 
esteemed active members of the 1990s. 

       Two local nurseries – Rainbow Gardens and Gray Davis 
Epiphyllums – were dynamic, integral forces in SDES throughout the 
decade.   Their generosity, experience and knowledge played key 
roles in shows, sales, meetings and events.   From giving countless 
presentations, opening up their nurseries for tours and events, 
participating in EpiCons, and serving as judges to wowing everyone 
with the magnificent flowers they brought to each and every meeting, 

SDES 

50th Anniversary 

1970-2020 

Linda Hammer, Jean Gray and Michele Davis 

Epiphyllum ‘Michele Davis’ is a 
Don Patterson hybrid registered in 

2005.  In 2011 Dan Dawson 
registered a hybrid named ‘Jean 
Gray’.  Photo by Jerry Moreau 

Gray Davis Epiphyllum growing house 

Chuck Everson and Jerry Williams in their Vista nursery  

Epiphyllum ‘Chuck ‘n Jerry’ 
hybridized by George French 
and registered in 1998.  Photo 
by Roger Chapin 

Jerry selling books at a 
Mother’s Day Show 

and Sale. Chuck making a sale 

Reader’s Note:  For more about the people and activities highlighted in Epi News’ historical pages, you can 
read past issues on the SDES’ website under the Member’s Only Library section. 
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              Keep In Touch 
 

      Members are the most important part of our society. The epies are what 
bind us. Together we create more beauty for all to enjoy. As in any group, we are 
more potent together. Lifelong friendships are made in the society. Knowledge, 
plants, and passions are shared between members. Mostly, fun is had by all. We 
have members all over the world. 
 

      We want to keep in touch with you.  If you know of a member who can no 
longer attend meetings and/or events, we can send a cheery card to let them know 
they are missed. If there is a member who is having a milestone birthday we can 
send happy birthday wishes. If there is a member who is ill or a member who has 
passed away, we can send a get well or sympathy card. Why? Because we care about each other. 
 

       Keep in touch with us. Let us know what is going on in your garden. Have questions? Ask us. Have 
growing tips? Share with us. Want to see something in the newsletter? Tell us. 
 

      This year is packed with many wonderful activities like the annual sales in Balboa Park and the 
Safari Park, and the Mother’s Day Show.  If you like you can attend other epi shows at other epi societies.  
There is also our ongoing work with the epi collection at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, where we work to 
display and preserve epicacti cultivars and epiphytic cacti species and educate the public about these 
plants.  Come join us for an hour, a day, a month, or all year! Your support means everything.  
 

      Want to write an article, have an idea for a program, or just want to join the fun?  Please let us 
know how you want to get involved.  We want to hear from you.  We could not exist without you. We are 
greater because of you. 
 

Corresponding Secretary Corresponding@sdepis.org 
Membership Secretary Beth Jackson at 858-692-0314 or Membership@sdepis.org     
Newsletter Editors Jerry Moreau at 619-208-7654 and Linda Sinkovic at EpiNews@sdepis.org  

From Our Webmaster 
 Have you 
check out the SDES 
website?  If you 
haven’t there is lots 
of information and 

pictures.  SDES website is viewed worldwide and 
is becoming a go to site for information on growing 
and maintaining epiphyllum, Last month 
individuals from over 18 countries viewed our site 
multiple times.  This is largely due to the support 
provided by society members.   
 
 Although many people from around the 
world can access some good information from the 
website there is a special section that is for 
members only.  This is another benefit just for 
being a member of SDES.   In the members only 
section you will find stuff such as: 
 Epiphyllum Blooms 
 Newsletter Library 
 Gardening Tips 
 Epiphyllum Care 
 Meeting  Presentations 
 Off-Season Bloomers 
 SDES Contacts 

  
 In the member’s only section you will have 
to enter a password.  The password is sent to you 
via email when you get your monthly newsletter.  
The password changes quarterly. 
 
 The Epi blooms or picture gallery is due to 
the hard work of Janice Wakefield.  We are adding 
pictures all the time.  If you have a picture or can 
take a picture of a register epiphyllum that is not in 
the picture gallery please submit it so we can make 
the Bloom Catalog even better.   
 
  The library contains all the past EpiNews 
letters listed by the year and month they were 
published.  These may be viewed and printed.   
 
All of this and more is available only to SDES 
members. http://www.Sdepis.org.    
 
Submit all pictures and other comments or 
suggestions for the website to Gilbert at  
webmaster@sdepis.org  

mailto:Corresponding@sdepis.org?subject=Corresponding%20Secretary
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org?subject=Membership
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
http://www.Sdepis.org
mailto:webmaster@sdepis.org?subject=Website


Resources 
     As a benefit to members  
here is a list of resources for 
members.  This list will continue 
to grow.  If you know of any 
resources you would like to have 
included, contact the editors.   

Bookstore: 
 
Cactus Bookstore — Chuck Everson  
http://www.cactusbookstore.com/  
 
Epi Nurseries: 
 
Epi Galleria — Mark Piette 
http://www.epigalleria.com/  

Epiphyllum World  — Don Cravalho  
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world 
 
Garden Jewels Nursery — Katie Lutz 
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/  
 
Pacific Epiphyllum — Chris Welcher   
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/   
 
Epi Haven https://epihaven.com/    
 
Kakteen Haage — Ulrich Haage 
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/     
Passionate gardener since 1685  
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Do You Have Some 
SDES Memorabilia  

You No Longer Want or are willing 
to share? 

 
SDES is always interested in Society related 
memorabilia. Before you throw out these items, SDES would be happy to take them off your hands. In 
addition, if you have historic Society-related pictures that you would be willing to share but you still 
want to keep, they can be readily copied without harm and returned to you. In either case contact SDES 
president President@sdepis.org, the editors EpiNews@sdepis.org, Society historian 
Historian@sdepis.org, or any board member.  

Plant Societies: 
Epiphyllum Society of America 
ESA promotes the cultivation of Epiphyllums and 
other epiphytic cactus species, and provides support 
and education to growers. ESA administers the 
International Registry for hybrids and species of the 
Tribe Hylocereeae. Meetings are held at 7:30 pm on 
the first Tuesday of every month except in 
December or January- at the Los Angeles County 
Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia, CA in 
the Bamboo Room.  
http://epiphyllums.org/ 
 

San Diego Bromeliad Society  
2nd Saturday of the month @ 10:00 am 
Balboa Park, Casa del Prado, room 104 
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/ 
 

South Bay Epiphyllum Society 
2nd Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM  
South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw 
Blvd, Palos Verdes Peninsula CA, 90275 

San Francisco Epiphyllum Society 
1st Thursday of the month @ 7:30 PM 
The Strybing Arboretum /  
San Francisco County Fair Building 
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way 
San Francisco, CA 94122 
http://www.sfepi.org/ 

Help us fill in our history 
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