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Membership:   
 

SDES Membership — digital Epi News  
 

Single Membership $15.00 per year 
https://checkout.square.site/

pay/52076e42dc684d9a8d03f874b3a06e2c 
 

Dual Membership $20.00 per year 
https://checkout.square.site/

pay/88eb5a5bdfb44cd7a0fbb422c28b5e35 
 
 

Have You Moved? 
If you have moved or recently changed your 
physical OR email address, please update your 
address so that you can continue to receive your 
newsletter without interruption.  
 
Send it to:  
San Diego Epiphyllum Society  c/o Membership  
PO Box 126127 San Diego, CA 92112-6127 
 
OR email Membership@sdepis.org 
OR for a faster response mail directly to Beth 
Jackson Membership Secretary—her address can be 
found in the membership roster  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc. (SDES) 
P.O. Box 126127 

San Diego, CA  92112-6127 
Epi News is published monthly by  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc.  
SDES Web Site: https://sdepis.org/ 

 
COPYRIGHT of by-line articles belong to the authors. 

Other contents, ©2020 SDES. All rights reserved.  
Photo credit SDES archives unless noted. 

 
  Editors — Jerry Moreau & Linda Sinkovic 

EpiNews@sdepis.org 
Design & layout by Jerry Moreau 
Assistant Editor — Patricia Neal 

General Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00p.m. During this 
pandemic for everyone’s health and safety all 
meetings are held online. Check your emails for 
instructions and links.   
 
Board Meetings are the fourth Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. also held online.  All members 
are welcome to attend the board meeting. If you 
are interested in attending request the zoom link 
from the Membership Secretary.   

Calendar of Events  
   
September  9   General Meeting  
        23 Board Meeting 
 
October 14 General Meeting 
  28 Board Meeting 
  
Due to COVID-19 all meetings being held online. 
 
For the up to date calendar check out: 
http://sdepis.org/news-information/calendar/  

Editor’s Note:  The 50th anniversary art on the 
cover was created by Sal Leon, a local San Diego 
artist.  His art will be on the cover for 2020.    

‘September Morn’ 
Photo by Roger Chapin 
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President’s Corner 
 

     As I write this message 
the weather has been 
HOT.  This reminds me to 
pay special attention to my 
epies and keep them 
watered; even an occasional 
misting can help a lot. The 
last of the flowers have 
faded and now we need to 
care for the plants 
themselves. 
 
     We had a great 

presentation at our online August meeting by our 
own Jerry Moreau: Women Hybridizers Part 2. We 
were treated to some wonderful flowers by some 
great hybridizers. Now, like you, I have more to 
add to my wish list. I hope to see you next month 

for another great online presentation -- The Botany 
of Cacti: An Introduction by Jackson 
Burkholder.  He will talk about cacti in general and 
also include epies into his presentation. 
 
     Our annual photo contest is coming up in 
October. Look for details in the newsletter. 
 
     It is the time of year when we are in need of 
members to volunteer to be on the Board for next 
year 2021. I will be so glad to see 2020 end -- I 
look forward to 2021! Please consider saying yes to 
one of the nominating committee members who 
asks you to help support the efforts for our society 
for next year. It is going to be a great year for 
SDES, and for all of us! 
 
     Last month (August), the night skies have 
displayed a comet (close enough for some of us to 
view) and the Persieid meteor shower which visits 
us every year at this time. I hope you were able to 
see some of the beautiful night sky activity.  
 
Until next time be well and be safe, 

 We have been informed by the Botanical Foundation that we will not have access to rooms in Casa 
del Prado for the remainder of 2020.  Therefore all SDES in-person activities are canceled. If you have any 
questions or concerns please contact any board member.  

 

  The September general in-person meeting is canceled however look 
for information from the membership secretary about an online 

meeting/program.  
 
 With the spread of COVID-19, we find ourselves in 
a time of global uncertainty. Our hearts go out to everyone 
impacted. Please keep safe and take care of yourself. We 
care about you and your families’ health and wellness. 
Don’t forget you have the membership roster to reach out 
for support during this time of crisis. 
 

 Older adults and people who have severe underlying chronic medical 
conditions like heart or lung disease or diabetes seem to be at higher risk for 
developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please consult 
with your health care provider about additional steps you may be able to take to 
protect yourself.  We care about you. 
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COVID-19 UPDATE 

‘Whatta Dream’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 



Meeting Programs        by Patricia Frank 

 

August Program: Last month’s program featured more women 
who hybridize epies.  This presentation was part 2 of 2.  This 
program can be found on the website in the member’s section. 
 
 

September Program: The Botany of Cacti: An Introduction. 
Jackson Burkholder has been 
growing cacti and succulents for 
nearly 20 years.  He recently graduated from Colorado State University 
with a bachelor’s degree in horticulture as well as minors in botany and 
Japanese.  He is currently researching the anatomy of cacti in graduate 
school at Texas State University where he is mastering the art and 
science of making microscope slides out of plant material.  Between 
semesters, he spends his time in his greenhouse at home where he is 
starting Precision Cactus Growers, a nursery that specializes in producing 
cactus seeds and plants with 
collection data.  While 
Jackson in interested in all 
cacti, his specialties are the 
genus Weingartia 

(including Sulcorebutia), and as well as Chilean cacti and 
miniature South American Opuntiads. 
           Jackson’s talk will present a brief overview of the 
different ways in which plant biologists look at cacti, 
including how they are classified, their structure and 
evolution, as well as how they interact with their 
environment.  Throughout the talk Jackson will include 
additional information specific to the biology of epiphytic 
cacti. 
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Annual Photo Contest 
October—November 

 

The pandemic will not stop us. Since 
we will not be able to have a photo 
contest at our meetings as we have in 
the past, we will have our contest 
online.  Get your photos ready.   
 

Categories will be Single Flower, 
Multi Flower, Miscellaneous, and Epi 
Art.  

 

The contest will be from the 2nd Wednesday in 
October to the 1st Wednesday in November. 
Submit your photos via email to SDES photo 
contest.  
 

Follow this link for all the rules and other details                
https://sdepis.org/photo-gallery/yearly-photo-
contest/ 

https://sdepis.org/photo-gallery/yearly-photo-contest/
https://sdepis.org/photo-gallery/yearly-photo-contest/


     The heat arrived as usual in August. Despite this, 
we have mighty volunteers who show up and have 
fun working with the epies. We are finally getting 
down to the last of the clay pots that needed to be 
removed from the shade house. Somehow a few clay 
pots got into the display, but we will get those out of 
there. We are finally getting a chance to organize the 
remaining part of the old display house into a more 
sensible and easy to understand configuration.  
 

     I have been thinking about an idea for the holiday 
season (November through January). I want to put 
some Christmas cactus in plant stands along the path 
in the Epi Trail.  We can use some of the clay pots 
for this. We also will be making some Tillandsia 
covered wreaths to reflect the holidays. Since we 
already have some Tillandsia in the display and they 
are natural companion plants to our epies this is a 
good match. Sandra Chapin will spearhead this 
project of tending to the Christmas cactus and 
constructing the wreaths. This will add appeal to the 
display during the times when the epis are not 
blooming. We could also talk about and educate the 
Park guests about Christmas cacti, and how they are 
distant cousins to our epi cactus. 

 

      

 
 

     My vision is to make our display a place that the 
guests will want to come visit.  While they visit they 
will find it informative as well as relaxing. This adds 
value to our work which we do at the Park, as well 
as reflecting Park Horticulture’s motto ’Bringing 
people to plants’. 
  

     Helping out this past month were: Barb Alvarez, 
Thurston Bow, Sandra Chapin, David Cheever, Ron 
& Velma Crain, Dean DeLibertis, Marie 
Dempewolf, Heather Jackson, Heidi Lerner, Jerry & 
Betsy Markle, Ellen McCollum. Jerry Moreau, Tim 
Paule, Janice Wakefield, and Gretchen Ward. 

Safari Park Epi Collection & Display   
by Jerry Moreau 

Details of How To Become A Volunteer at the Safari Park 
can be found on our website.  Click on http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/ 
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The Epiphyllum Trail with the 
SDES memorial bench 

Photo by Jerry Moreau 

 
‘Connie Mayer’  

Photo by Matthew Pauchnick  

 
 

An unregistered hybrid ‘Becky Dell’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

Our newest volunteer Dean De 
Libertis who started in March 

just before the shutdown  
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/


Continued next page 

Divide and Conquer 
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Reprinted from Epi News Vol 39, No. 9 
By Ron Crain 

 It's September, the epi blooming season is 
over and we are well into the time of year when 
you might consider repotting some of your mature, 
well-established plants because they have been in 
the same containers for a long time (five years or 
more) and the old potting medium has broken 
down to the point where it is no longer of benefit 
to the plant. Or, the plant has outgrown a small 
container and is demanding water and fertilizer 
more often than is convenient for you to apply 
because the roots are confined to a too small 
space. 

 

 There are two methods I use when 
repotting mature plants. In the first, once the plant 
is out of its container, I try to remove as much of 
the old potting soil as possible from the roots by 
hand, taking care to not treat the roots too roughly 
while doing so. The more of the old potting 
medium that is removed, the better the results will 
be. This will help prevent having to move up to 

ever-larger containers with each successive 
repotting. In some old plants, especially those that 
have not been repotted in many years, it may be 
very difficult to do this manually. In this case, 
after removing the container I will try to remove 
as much old soil as I can by using a hose with a 
pressure nozzle attached. This method is messier 
of course, but works quite well and does not seem 
to bother most plants. 

 

 When repotting a large, mature epi there is 
always going to be a certain amount of breakage 
of stems due to the plants inherent brittleness and 
disruption of the root system while you are 
handling the plant. For this reason, I like to do any 
major pruning of the plant AFTER it has been 
repotted. At that point, I can evaluate the size of 
the above soil portion of the plant, consider the 
amount of damage I've done to the roots and prune 
accordingly. If I'm repotting a tough, vigorous 
plant like 'Padre' for example, with minimal 
repotting damage to the root system, I may not do 
any pruning at all other than the usual clean up of 
dead stems, etc. If the plant is a difficult grower 
with a weak, flimsy root system or a good grower 
that has suffered a lot of root loss or damage while 
repotting, I will cut the upper portion of the plant 
back considerably more. This is so that the 
weakened root system is not trying to support such 
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a large plant while the roots are recovering. If I have 
really badly butchered the root system of the plant, I 
will use what I prune off to make several cuttings to 
start a new plant in case the original does not 
recover from this rough treatment. 

 

 When putting the plant in its new container I 
try to spread the loosened roots out in the new mix 
as much as possible rather than leaving them 
clumped together in one mass. Sometimes this is 
easier said than done, of course. I like to fill the new 
container about half full of potting soil and mound it 
up into a cone. I spread the roots out over this cone 
and then fill in more potting soil up to the original 
planting depth or even slightly deeper, taking care 
not to leave too many air spaces or voids among the 
roots. This will encourage the roots to grow 
throughout the mix more quickly. 
 
 Sometimes you will be tasked to repot a 
huge, old, heavy plant that is begging to be divided 
into two or more smaller plants. This plant may have 
more than one crown because it was grown from 
several cuttings planted in the same container. Or, it 
may have developed multiple crowns on its own by 
sending up stems from below the soil surface, 
arising from its root system. In this case, I will use a 
saw to divide the plant, cutting vertically through the 
root ball between the crowns. This may sound a little 
drastic, but works very well. Once the separated 

parts of the plant have been established in their new 
containers, you can keep them if you have the space 
for them and don't mind having duplicates of the 
same varieties. Or, you can share them with your 
fellow epicactus enthusiasts.  
 
 Occasionally after repotting mature plants, 
you will encounter the problem, even after cutting 
back the upper portion, when a plant tries to climb 
out of its container because the roots and potting soil 
have not consolidated thoroughly enough to keep the 
plant in place. Some people place a sizable rock on 
the crown of the plant to solve this problem. In this 
case, I prefer to drill a couple of holes opposite each 
other in the rim of the pot and stretch a thick wire (a 
thick wire will not cut into the plant) across the 
crown of the plant to hold it in place until the roots 
have grown throughout the medium. Once this has 
occurred and the plant has solidly rooted in its new 
home, this wire can be easily removed. 
 
 When repotting epi varieties that have a lot 
of spines or spiny terrestrial cacti or other pointy, 
sticky plants for that matter, I will wrap the above 
soil portion of the plant in a thick towel held in place 
with duct tape or handle it with a pair of oven mitts 
until it is safely in its new container. 

  

Conquer continued 

Photos by Don Crain 
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Highlights from August Presentation 
Women Hybridizers Part 2 

Theresa Monmonier 

‘American Girl’ 

‘Green Ice’ 

‘Gypsy Doodle’ 

‘Dazzler’ 

‘Artista’ 

‘June Marlow’ 
‘Johnny’s Choice’ 
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‘Easter Morn’ 

‘Pink Foam’ 

‘Peter Pan’ ‘Lilac Time’ 

‘Cynthia’ 

‘Roman Holiday’ 

‘Sparkle’ 
‘Pink Foam’ 



 

 

September 2020     SDES Epi News      Page 10 

 Evelyn Shiraki 

‘Crystal Flash’ 

‘Bunny J’ 

‘Carbon County’ 

‘Breeze’ 

‘Marmalade Punch’  ‘Glow Bug’                     

‘Ferris Wheel’ 
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‘Independence Rock’ 

‘Spice Takuan’ 

‘Pink Tinsel’ 

‘Timeless’ 

‘Red Chrome’ 

‘Origami’ ‘Meadowlark’ 

‘Kimono’ 
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‘Bonnie Brae’ 

‘Rhodamine’ AKA ‘Purple King’ ‘Marseillaise’ 

‘Meda’ ‘Helen Woodard’ 

‘Pam Jam’ 

‘Sparkling Burgundy’ 

‘Gamut’ 

Other hybridizer’s flowers from the program 



SDES 

50th Anniversary 

1970-2020 
By Patricia Neal 
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2011-2020 

New Challenges 

The old workhouse (above) which served us for more 
than 30 years was torn down in 2011 and a new work-
house was built directly behind the public display house.  
(Below) Construction of the new workhouse. 

(Right) In 2014 epies 
were displayed in 

Ficus trees in 
Kapanda Falls during 

the Tiger Trail 
construction. 

The new workhouse after plants were moved in 2012. 

     The current decade has presented new 
challenges for SDES – major changes at 
the Safari Park, going digital with the 
newsletter and a global pandemic.  
Members have met these new challenges 
with their usual can-do spirit, enthusiasm, 
talent and dedication to hard work. 
     2011 brought the first challenge at the 
Safari Park where the old narrow 
workhouse just uphill from the public 
display house – the Howard Jones 
Epiphyllum House – was torn down and a 
new workhouse was built behind the 
display house.   This old workhouse was 
built in either the late 70s or very early 80s 
and replaced an old log workhouse when 
the collection outgrew it. 
     All the plants in the workhouse were 
moved into the back area of the display 
house and all other items were stored in 
the old bonsai house.  Almost a year later, 
the new workhouse was completed and 
SDES volunteers installed irrigation and 
began moving plants in. 
     During the 2014 blooming season, the 
display house remained closed because of 
the Tiger Trail construction when access 
to that area of the park was closed to the 
public.  Instead epi plants were hung in 
large Ficus trees in Kapanda Falls.  Part of 
the Tiger Trail project was re-routing the 
path to the entrance of the display house. 



SDES 

50th Anniversary 
1970-2020 

 

September 2020     SDES Epi News      Page 14 

Three Additional Awards  

Established for Mother’s Day 

     Three new trophies were added to the Mother’s 
Day Show award categories – two in 2011 and one in 
2014. 
     In 2011 Ken Loomis was the first recipient of the 
Gus and Marge Schlapfer Award for the most beautiful 
flower display not related to the show theme.   Also in 
2011, Heayoung Mikas won the first award of the 
Mildred and Gerry Mikas Award for best mini or half 
table display. 
     The last new award added to show categories – 
none have been added since – was in 2014 when the 
Markle-McKee Novice Award was established to 
recognize members with three or less years as society 
members.  The first recipients were William and 
Eunice Caneldo. 

(Above) Heayoung Mikas’s award-winning mini-
display celebrated Chinese New Year with the 

show’s theme of “Holidays With Epies.”  (Right) 
Ken Loomis won the first Schlapfer Award with a 

three table display that didn’t feature the show 
theme.  His exhibitor’s best flower was ‘Tabasco’.  
Ken’s gorgeous flowers were always some of the 

most magnificent specimens found at any of the epi-
phyllum shows in Southern California. 

Three SDES Members Were Awarded ESA’s Founder’s Award 

     The Epiphyllum Society of America established its 
Founder’s Award in 2005 to recognize people for 
“Lifetime Achievement” in the promotion, culture, 
science and support of epiphyllum. 
     In 2015 Don Patterson received the award at 
ESA’s 75th birthday dinner.  Don started collecting 
epies in the late 1960s.  He was the society’s historian 
from 1972-1974, wrote articles for the newsletter, be-
gan hybridizing in the 1980s and gave many presenta-
tions. 
     In 2016 ESA honored Derek Obayashi with the 
award.  Derek bought his first epi cutting when he was 
in elementary school; his grandmother took him to 
SDES meetings when he was 12.  Now he hybridizes 
epis and serves as ESA’s Registration Chairperson. 
Derek lives in Illinois and makes annual trips home to 
hybridize and attend the Mother’s Day Show. 
     Jerry Moreau received the award in 2017.  Jerry’s 
dedication to epies is well known.  He has served in 
numerous positions from president to show chairman 
to director.  He is currently the editor of EpiNews and 
has been the society’s Safari Park Coordinator for 
twelve years. 

Derek Obayashi 

Jerry Moreau 

Don Patterson 



 

September 2020     SDES Epi News      Page 15 

EpiCon XIII 

SDES 

50th Anniversary 
1970-2020 

     Held in Escondido, EPICON XIII featured 
Rudolf Heßing Herick from Germany and 
Rudi Dorsch of Texas along with Don Crain, 
Sandra Chapin, Jerry Moreau and a slide show 
by Ken Loomis.  The two-day event featured 
the guest speakers the first day and the second 
day included a tour of the Safari Park’s epi 
display house and visits to the gardens of four 

SDES members. 
Rudolf Heßing 
Herick specializes 
in small, off-season 
bloomers and has 
produced some very 
unique flowers.  His 
hybrids on the silent 
auction table were 
much coveted. 

EpiCon XVI 

(Top right) Rudi Dorsch 
talked about the history 
of epicacti.  (Above and 
Right) Rudolf Heßing 
Herick discussed his 
hybridizing efforts. 

(Left) Ulrich Haage spoke about  
the 300-year old Kakteen-Haage 
Cactus Nursery. (Below Right) 
Svante Lundqvist from Sweden 
checks out the silent auction. 

Mildred Mikas has coordinated 
three EPICONs for San Diego.  Her 
exceptional organizational skills 
and knowledge of epies have made 
all of them memorable and very 
successful. 

    The 2018 EPICON XVI featured Ulrich 
Haage of Erfurt, Germany along with guest 

speakers Rudolf Heßing Herick, Rudi 
Dorsch now of Colorado, Derek Obayashi, 
Ron Crain and Jerry Moreau.  Held at the 

Safari Park the event included epi sales and 
a huge silent auction that offered many rare 
and new hybrids. 

     Ulrich Haage’s family has owned the 
Kakteen-Haage Cactus Nursery in Erfurt, 
Germany for several generations.  

Established in 1685, it is more than 300 
years old making it the oldest cactus 
nursery in the world.  The nursery sells 

more than 1500 different cactus and 
succulents including many rare plants. 
     Attendees also got a chance to walk up 
to the Kapanda Falls area where the new 
Epiphyllum Trail features plants from the 
collection. 
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SDES 

50th Anniversary 
1970-2020 

The first two issues emailed to members. 

EpiNews goes digital 

     SDES started making plans for the EpiNews to go 
digital in 2014.  Spurred on with increased printing costs 

and lower incoming revenue, our Board of Directors 
surveyed members about the idea.  Plans moved forward 
after members responded with thoughts and suggestions.  

It was crucial for email addresses to be updated and 
membership fees adjusted with those who still wanted 
printed versions to pay a few dollars more to cover the 

cost of first class postage.  In addition, because an 
electronic newsletter can be as many pages as we want, 
the printed version would be modified to keep printing 

and mailing costs down.  This meant that the printed 
version featured less of the pages with color flower 
photos.  The full version of the newsletter was posted on 

the SDES website for everyone to view. 
     At last the first EpiNews to be officially sent out by 
email was the September 2015 issue with a test emailing 
done with the August 2015 issue.  The final change came 
in September 2019 when we stopped distributing two 
newsletters – one print and one electronic.  All members 
now receive the same newsletter.    

Our two most 
prolific 
columnists – 
Ron Crain and 
Linda Sinkovic.  
Ron teaches our 
monthly 
workshops and 
has been writing 
for the 
newsletter since 
2011.  Linda 
started her first 
column in 2009 
and is currently 
a co-editor of 
EpiNews from 
her home in 
Santa Cruz. 

The popular “Afternoon With” 
feature has continued highlighting 
members. 
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SDES 

50th Anniversary 
1970-2020 

New Epiphyllum  

Display at Safari Park 

The public display house that showcased 
our collection for more than 35 years was 
demolished in 2017. The Epiphyllum Trail where plants are displayed on 

metal trees opened in May 2018.  The wooden sign with 
bronze epies from the house now graces the entrance. 

(Above) Before destruction began, plants 
were moved to the back of the display 
house while the main part was torn down.  
(Below) A rare view of the interior empty of 
plants. 

The bronze epi 
sculptures were 
made by Scott 

Fence and were 
originally 

supposed to have 
glass flowers.  
The art project 

and the sign made 
of wood from 

Italy was 
arranged by Cary 
Sharp who retired 
before the glass 

could be finished  

Down Memory Lane – Take a tour 
through the old display house in 

full bloom at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=FokfHw962iE 

Photos and Video 
by Jerry Moreau 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FokfHw962iE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FokfHw962iE
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SDES 

50th Anniversary 

1970-2020 

New Challenges 

in a New World 

     With the COVID-19 pandemic 
spreading around the world, SDES – 
along with everyone else – faced new 
challenges and found new paths to 
conduct business. 
     Our annual Mother’s Day Show which 
was going to celebrate 50 years of show 
themes was cancelled and instead an 
online flower “show” was held on the 
society’s Facebook page. 
     We re-grouped and held an 
enormously successful online sale of 
plants and cuttings on the SDES website. 
    The Board of Directors started having 
board meetings on Zoom and soon started 
scheduling Zoom-based general meetings 
with guest speakers. 
    For now our 50th anniversary plans for 
a dinner and similar celebration are on 
hold.  ESA was scheduled to host 
EPICON this year and that has been 
postponed. 
     Work parties at the Safari Park were 
initially canceled but eventually resumed 
but with fewer people working. 
     And so we wait – wearing masks and 
physically distancing – waiting for the 
world to change. 

The first Zoom meeting 
featured a presentation 
on female hybridizers. 

Gretchen Ward, Mother’s Day Show chairperson , coordi-
nated the virtual flower show on Facebook. 

Webmaster Gilbert Hatfield got our online sale up and running while Gerry 
Mikas set up a warehouse and shipping facility in his garage. 
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A new monthly column “The Species Corner” 
Here we will feature different species each time and  

keep a list of what species is blooming.   

     In 2019 an updated revision of The Species of Epiphytic Cactus was published in the 
Epiphyllum Society of America's Registry of Hybrids and Species.  In the forward,  Linda Sinkovic 
wrote 
 “Molecular phylogenetic analyses published in the last few years have revealed some 
 interesting insights. As a result, some species have been moved into different genera, and in 
 some cases an old genus has been resurrected while in other cases a new genus has been 
 created.” 
 
     So now it’s time for us to learn new names for some of the species we love. For example 
Aporocactus was resurrected. Aporocactus flagelliformis became Disocactus flagelliformis but now 
it’s back to Aporocactus flagelliformis. Another example: Epiphyllum anguliger became Disocactus 
anguliger.  What we all used to call "strictum" or more accurately Epiphyllum strictum is actually 
Epiphyllum hookeri ssp. hookeri. I know many just abbreviate this as just "hookeri" but that is not 
the same as the sub-species. 
 
     Over the coming months we will spotlight various species. We also want to know what species 
are blooming for you! Let the editors know what you have blooming. 

Species Blooming 
 
Heny Brandenburg (San Diego): 
Terence Brashear (Vista): Epiphyllum pumilum  
Cindy Decker (La Mesa): E. hookeri ssp. hookeri, 
E. pumilum 
Heidi Lerner (San Diego): E. oxypetalum  
Celine Dion (Concord, CA): E. phyllanthus  
Safari Park (San Pasqual Valley): 
Paula Reynolds (San Diego): Disocactus anguliger, 
E. oxypetalum,  E. hookeri ssp. hookeri 
Linda Sinkovic (Santa Cruz): Lepismium 
houlletianum ssp. regnellii, Rhipsalis goebeliana, R. 
hoelleri 

Aporocactus  flagelliformis 
Photos by Roger Chapin &  

Chuck Everson 

Disocactus anguliger  

Epiphyllum hookeri ssp. hookeri 
Photos by Jerry Moreau 



Want/Wish List 
     If you have epies on your wish list that you are 
looking for it is possible someone in the Society has it 
and is willing to share a cutting or two with you.        
     As a service and benefit to members this list is 
being included in the newsletter.  Send your wish list 
along with contact information to the editors to get it 
added here. 
 
 
Doug Gates: douggates@gmail.com 
Epiphyllum laui, E. phyllanthus, E. baueri 
 

Bridget Kleindienst: Bkleindienst13@gmail.com  
‘Baby Cake’, ‘Crystal Claret’, ‘Heather’ 
 

Andrea McArthur: acmcarthur@roadrunner.com 
 ‘Queen Tatiana’  
 

Tom Moore: phyllocactus1952@yahoo.com 
‘Amaranthinus’, ‘Coopermanni’, ‘Daniela Paetz’, 
‘Desert Thorns’, ‘Devauxii’, ‘Hansei’,  ‘Helenae’,  
‘Ignescens’, ‘Jacques Courant’, ‘Jenkinsonii’, 
‘Jennifer’, ‘Johnson’s Beauty’, ‘Splendidus’  
 

Jerry Moreau: jerrysdca@cox.net ‘Pink Jeroma’ 
 

Virginia Payne vpayne22@gmail.com  
‘Clarity’s Laniakea’, ‘Over the Top‘, ‘Ruby 
Pinwheel’, ‘Vanilla Sunset’, ‘Venetian Affair’ 
 

Paula Reynolds: paularey@aol.com ‘Sunset Cliffs’, 
‘Voltaire’ 
 

Janice Wakefield: jwakefield.home@gmail.com   
‘Bobby Brynildsen’, ‘Jasa’, ‘White Cloud’  
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 Maintain good grooming by eliminating unsightly and 

non-productive branches.  This directs the plant's energy into 
the healthier branches which will produce stronger blooms 
next spring. 

 Protect plants from excessive direct sunlight.  

Although the end of summer is in sight, in Southern 
California we can still anticipate some very hot days. 

 Prevent soil from drying out.  However , keep an eye 

on the humidity.  Even though it may be very hot, too much 
watering during humid weather can contribute to root rot.  
Make sure there is air circulation around your pots. 

 Protect new growth from wind damage.  Hot, dry 

Santa Ana winds blow in September.  Keep an eye on your 
plants during these days. 

 Protect apples (seed pods) from birds and rodents. 

 Give plants final feeding of a balanced fertilizer for 

the fall growing season. 

 Mist or hose down branches to clean off dirt and 

pollutants. 

 Some die-back is natural in epies and fall is a season 

you'll see this along with some new growth. 

 Many species plants bud and bloom now.  Remember  

to give them some fertilizer and don't move plants that are 
budding. 

 Watch for pests.  Late summer  and ear ly fall is an 

active time for snails.  During dry weather, snails and slugs 
are drawn to moist, potted plants. 

Now is the Time 

Off-Season Blooms 
 

     This month we will start again to list what has 
been blooming in member’s gardens. This list is a 
bit of informal research of off-season epi blooms. 
Here you can track which epis have been 
blooming consistently off-season over the years.  
 

     If you would like to add to the research and list 
what epies have been blooming in your yard, 
email the editors with your list of off-season 
blooms. 
 

     Here is what has been blooming in August. 
 

Sue Aldrich (San Diego): ‘Frühlingsgold’, 
‘George’s Favorite’ ‘London Glamor’, Tangerine’ 
Terence Brashear (Vista): ‘Connie Mayer’, 
‘Kiwi Honey Bea’, ‘Thirty Wishes’ 
Sandra Chapin (Rancho Bernardo): ‘Bruno 
Förster’, ‘Daisy Dean’, ‘Ferris Wheel’, 
‘Matameros’, ‘Myrah’, ‘Persian Lilac’, ‘Professor 
Ebert’, ‘Vanilla Sunset’ 
Cindy Decker (La Mesa): Dragon Fruit ‘Neon’, 
‘Tangerine’ 
Celine Dion (Concord, CA): ‘Grace Ann’ 
Patricia Frank (San Diego): ‘Sheer Elegance’ 
Jerry Moreau (San Diego): ‘Whatta Dream’ 
Michal McKee (Escondido): ‘Venetian Affair’, 
William George’ 
Patricia Neal (San Diego): ‘Chiyo Matsumiya’, 
‘Connie Mayer’, ‘Marmalade ’N’ Honey’, 
‘Spanish Gold’, ‘Wings of Gold’ 
Safari Park (San Pasqual Valley): ‘Belle 
Rouge’, ’California Dream’, ’Connie Mayer’, 
‘Gamut’, ‘Eddie Huey’, ‘Jalisco Joy’, ‘Kitty Kat’, 
‘Omni’, ‘Saracen’, ‘South O Border’, ‘Sunrise On 
Mars’, ‘Unforgettable’ 
Paula Reynolds (San Diego): ‘Connie Mayer’, 
‘Curt Backeberg’. ‘Jalisco Queen ‘ 
Theo Sieg (Marin County): ‘Alchemy’, ‘Falling 
in Love’, ‘Yavapai County’ 

mailto:douggates@gmail.com
mailto:Bkleindienst13@gmail.com
mailto:acmcarthur@roadrunner.com
mailto:phyllocactus1952@yahoo.com
mailto:jerrysdca@cox.net
mailto:vpayne22@gmail.com
mailto:paularey@aol.com
mailto:jwakefield.home@gmail.com


As a benefit to members here is a list of resources 
for members.   
If you know of any resources you would like to 
have included, contact the editors.   
 
Bookstore: 
Cactus Bookstore — Chuck Everson  
http://www.cactusbookstore.com/  
 
Epi Nurseries: 
Epi Galleria — Mark Piette 
http://www.epigalleria.com/  
 
Epi Haven https://epihaven.com/    
 
Epiphyllum World  — Don Cravalho  
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world 
 
Garden Jewels Nursery — Katie Lutz 
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/  
 
Kakteen Haage — Ulrich Haage 
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/     
Passionate gardener since 1685  
 
Pacific Epiphyllum — Chris Welcher   
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/   

Plant Societies: 
Epiphyllum Society of America 
Meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the first 
Tuesday of every month except in December or 
January- at the Los Angeles County Arboretum, 
301 N. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia, CA in the 
Bamboo Room.  
http://epiphyllums.org/ 
 

San Diego Bromeliad Society  
2nd Saturday of the month @ 10:00 am 
Balboa Park, Casa del Prado, room 104 
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/ 
 

San Francisco Epiphyllum Society 
1st Thursday of the month @ 7:30 PM 
The Strybing Arboretum  
San Francisco County Fair Building 
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way 
San Francisco, CA 94122 
http://www.sfepi.org/ 
 

South Bay Epiphyllum Society 
2nd Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 PM  
South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw 
Blvd, Palos Verdes Peninsula CA, 90275 

Resources 
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 News of interest to SDES membership, brief 
articles about our members, or our community 
are welcome.   

 Send any articles, photos, and questions.   

 Send submissions as a Word or Google 
document. Items can also be sent as text 
pasted into an email body. No PDFs 

 Please limit formatting. Avoid excessive 
bolding or tabs. Avoid words in all CAPS. 
Please proofread and spellcheck, esp. names. 

 Send photos as JPEGs. Please attach to an 
email to submit to the Editor. 

 All photos need caption and photographer's 
name. Photos need photographer's permission.  

 Use of photos is at Editor's discretion. 

 Send videos as MP4 or as a YouTube link. 
Videos must have videographer's permission. 

 Materials and submissions need contributor's 
name.   

 All submissions are at the editor’s discretion. 

 Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 
for inclusion in the following month’s Epi 
News. 

 If you are not sure?  Send it anyway. Email 
the editors at: EpiNews@sdepis.org 

Mission Statement 
 

SDES is a community of epi growers who 
encourage the study of epies and the interchange of 
ideas on growing, displaying, and collecting epies 

and its related species. 

Epi News Submissions 

SDES Officers 
 
President  Cindy Decker  
1st Vice President  Patricia Frank  
2nd Vice President Gretchen Ward 
Treasurer  Dennis Hughes  

Recording Sec. Sue Aldrich 
Corresponding Sec.  Beth Jackson 
Membership Sec. Beth Jackson 
Director 2020-21  Gilbert Hatfield 
Director 2020-21 Mildred Mikas 

Director 2020-21  David Cheever 

Director 2019-20  Ron Crain  

Director 2019-20 Paula Reynolds  

http://www.cactusbookstore.com/
http://www.epigalleria.com/
https://epihaven.com/
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/
http://epiphyllums.org/
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/
http://www.sfepi.org/
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News


Get Well Wishes 
 

Please keep these members in your  
thoughts and prayers. 

 

Chuck Everson, Mel Horstman,  
Dick Kohlschreiber & Emily Lovci 

 

And to be mindful of any member, family, 
or friends who are suffering during this 

pandemic. 
 

To all our members who live near the 
fires, may they be safe.  

 

May we all be well and safe  
until we meet again  

We are fortunate to have so many people 
volunteering time and effort to make our society 
work well and be a success. However for our 
society to remain a success we need you to 
continue to volunteer. Are you interested in being 
part of the leadership of the society?  We are open 
to new people, new ideas, and more fun. Please 
consider volunteering for a position, especially if 
you have not yet served — the more people 
involved the less any one person will have to do.   

‘The Volunteers’  
Photo by Jose Almandoz 

SDES is an all volunteer  
organization and needs you!  

              Keep In Touch 
 

Members are the most important part of our society. The epies are what bind us. 
Together we create more beauty for all to enjoy. As in any group, we are more potent 
together. Lifelong friendships are made in the society. Knowledge, plants, and passions 
are shared between members. Mostly, fun is had by all. We have members all over the 
world. 
 
Corresponding Secretary Corresponding@sdepis.org 
Membership Secretary Beth Jackson at 858-692-0314 or Membership@sdepis.org     
Newsletter Editors Jerry Moreau at 619-208-7654 and Linda Sinkovic at EpiNews@sdepis.org  
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