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Membership:   
 

Single $15.00 per year 
https://checkout.square.site/

pay/52076e42dc684d9a8d03f874b3a06e2c 
 

Dual $20.00 per year 
https://checkout.square.site/

pay/88eb5a5bdfb44cd7a0fbb422c28b5e35 
 

Have You Moved? 
 

If you have moved or recently changed your 
physical OR email address, please update your 
address so that you can continue to receive your 
newsletter without interruption.  
 
Send it to:  
San Diego Epiphyllum Society  c/o Membership  
PO Box 126127 San Diego, CA 92112-6127 
 
OR email Membership@sdepies.org 
OR for a faster response mail directly to Beth 
Jackson Membership Secretary—her address can be 
found in the membership roster  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc. (SDES) 
P.O. Box 126127 

San Diego, CA  92112-6127 
Epi News is published monthly by  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc.  
SDES Web Site: https://sdepies.org/ 

 
COPYRIGHT of by-line articles belong to the authors. 

Other contents, ©2020 SDES. All rights reserved.  
Photo credit SDES archives unless noted. 

 
  Editors — Jerry Moreau & Linda Sinkovic 

EpiNews@sdepies.org 
Assistant Editor — Patricia Neal 
Design & layout by Jerry Moreau 

General Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. During this 
pandemic for everyone’s health and safety all 
meetings are held online. Check your emails for 
instructions and links.   
 
Board Meetings are the fourth Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. also held online.  All members 
are welcome to attend the board meeting. If you 
are interested in attending request the zoom link 
from the Membership Secretary, Correspondence 
Secretary, or the President.   

Calendar of Events  
   
November 11  General Meeting 
  25  Board Meeting 
 
December 9  No Meeting Happy Holidays 
  23  Board Meeting 
 
Due to COVID-19 all meetings being held online. 
 
For the up to date calendar check out: 
http://sdepies.org/news-information/calendar/  

Editor’s Note:  The 50th anniversary art on the 
cover was created by Sal Leon, a local San Diego 
artist.  His art will be on the cover for 2020.    

‘Pat Neal’ 
Photo and hybrid by 

Derek Obayashi, one 
of San Diego’s 

current prominent 
hybridizers and 

Registrar for ESA’s 
Registry. 
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President’s Corner 
 

         50th Anniversary 1970-2020 
  

Though my soul may set in darkness, 
it will rise in perfect light; 
I have loved the stars too fondly to 
be fearful of the night. 
Sarah Williams (1837–1868) 
 

     Happy Anniversary 
SDES!!  SDES was founded 
November 23rd 1970, making 
this our 50th anniversary! 
 
     This is a wonderful 
milestone for any society.  It 
reflects the dedication of our 

members to support our society and keep it special. 
Our November Zoom meeting will be a special 
celebration of our anniversary. Don’t miss it! 

 
     This month, the final slate of officers will be 
presented to the membership and a formal vote will 
be held at the regular monthly Zoom meeting. 
Installation of new officers will occur in the new 
year. The annual holiday party is postponed. As of 
today, the following positions are open, waiting for 
some eager member to step up and help the 
society:  Treasurer and Recording Secretary. If you 
are interested -- or have any questions -- call me or 
any board member. 
 
     We had a great turnout for our annual photo 
contest. Sadly we had to decline a few entries 
which were entered after the entry deadline for this 
year.  The winners will be announced in November. 
 
      Until next time be well and be safe, 
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Cover photos celebrate San Diego history 
 

     The cover photo collage show some of the hybridizers who have been members of SDES throughout its 
history. First, the ever popular ‘Miss Escondido’ from Howard Jones, who was instrumental in setting up 
the collection and display at the Safari Park. ‘Jennifer Ann’ by George French — he hybridized almost 400 
Epies and was influential throughout SDES’s history as a founding member and 2nd President. Phyllis 
Flechsig’s ’Three Oranges’ — she also brought us many wonderful hybrids including ‘Clown’. ‘Mr. P.’ by 
Don Patterson who started out as the society’s historian when George French was president in 1972. ‘Elinor 
Victoria Latimer’ by Richard G. Latimer, Sr., an early society member. 
Richard Chadwick’s ‘Fiesta Del Sol’ who was very 
knowledgeable and a big part of the work at the park. 
 
     All have been very active in the society in their own 
way and have contributed toward the promotion of 
Epies and the success of the society today. 
 
 

The photos on the cover Left-Right:  
‘Three Oranges’, ‘Mr. P’ 
‘Miss Escondido’, ‘Jennifer Ann’ 
‘Fiesta Del Sol’, ‘Elinor 
Victoria Latimer’  
Photos by Jerry Moreau 

Don Patterson 
 

Phyllis Flechsig 
 

Richard Latimer, Sr 

Howard Jones 

George French 

Dick Chadwick 
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     This month marks SDES’s 50th 
anniversary, a milestone that few garden 

clubs achieve. We should be proud of 
this!  As a community of epi lovers and 
growers, we have encouraged many others to 

become interested in epies by creating an 
interchange of ideas on growing, displaying, 
and collecting epies and its related species.  

 
     SDES is its members; it is you and me. 
We are a local group but we also have 

members and friends scattered throughout the 
nation and the world.  
 

     Over the years we have done a lot. SDES 
has hosted six EpiCons starting with the first 

one in 
1988.  SDES 

has reached out 
to the 
community through 

garden events such as 
the SD County Fair in 

Del Mar, Sea World, 

San Diego Zoo and 
Safari Park, college garden fairs, Earth Day, and 
many others.  Back in 1976 we (along with the 

SDZG horticulture director) created a unique 
display and collection at the San Diego Zoo Safari 
Park, which we continue to maintain and improve.   

 
     Over the years, 
we have held 50 

flower shows, 
never missing a 
year. Even during 

the pandemic this 
year we adapted; 
SDES adjusted by 

holding meetings 
and programs online via Zoom. We also shifted 

and held a virtual 

flower show, sale, and 
photo contest. SDES is 
flexible and responsive 
because we are SDES. 

 
     And because we are 
SDES, we have created 

friendships that have lasted over the decades. We 

love our epies and we value the relationships even 
more. Our passion for epies brings us together and 
the relationships we have built keeps us together. 

We have celebrated each other’s lives through a 
wedding at the 
epi display 

house at the 
Safari Park, 
births of 

children and 
grandchildren; 
who once they 

can walk help us 
with our 

displays at Mother’s Day (and sometimes continue 

till they leave home).  We celebrate each other’s 
birthdays, then come together to celebrate the lives 
of our epi family and friends at funerals. We honor 

each other and we fight with each other. As one 
member said “We are just like brothers and sisters, 
we argue but we will always love each other”. We 

adopt each other: “You are like the son I never 
had.” Some of our best friends share our passion 
for epies and the society.  And our spouses, 
partners, and children support us also.  We are 

there for one another whether it’s to help build 
another shade structure, rebuild one that has fallen 
or go socialize and enjoy a good meal.  We are 

Photo taken June 26, 1971 in the garden of Dr. J. W. and Marian Troxell 
L-R: George French, Richard A. Hartford, William H. Nelson,  

Owen Hamilton, & Walter Scott.  
Seated, L-R: Dr. J. Walter Troxell, Gladys Harper, Eva Clover,  

Veronica Popelar, & Dr. Leroy N. (Lee) Phelps. 

Sandra Chapin & Heather Jackson 

Ulrich Haage, Don Patterson &  
Svante Lundqvist 

Beth Jackson & Velma Crain 

Continued next page 

It’s Our 50
th

 Anniversary!! 
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Jerry Moreau &  
Galen Pittman 

always ready for another amazing epi adventure. 
     In fact, our epi family spans the world. We travel 

and meet new epi friends in faraway lands -- South 
Africa, Germany, Australia, and Japan -- and also, 

they come here. On our 

travels we always notice 
epies no matter where 
we are, whether it’s on a 

cobble stone street in 
Italy or a garden in 
Romania. We just might 

stop to ask for a 
cutting!  We tell stories 

about our experiences with these plants and the 

people involved with us. We share about what got us 
into these amazing plants and we reminisce about 

our parents or grandparents growing epies. Beneath 
it all, what keeps it all going is our love for each 

other and our passions. 
 
     We have created something wonderful. I want to 

finish this off with a 
request. What do you 
envision for the future 

of SDES? Let us 
know and let’s keep it 
going. 

Linda Sinkovic & Derek Obayashi 
Rudi Dorsch & Rudolf Heßing Herick  

Pat Neal & Cy Hegerich  

Marie Dempewolf & Janice Wakefield 

Mildred Mikas & Bill Greene 

Gerry Mattijetz & Mike Davis 

Cindy Decker & Barb Alvarez 

Celine Dion 
President of the 

SFES helps out at our 
Mother’s Day Show 

& Sale each year 

Kat Crawford and her son Lachlan 
from Australia at EpiCon XIV 

Jerry Williams, Gus & Marge Schlapfer, and Dot & Bob Miller 

Wressey Cocke & George French 
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Greetings from a member in Germany 
Rudolf Heßing Herick  “Happy Birthday 
SDES. I have travelled to the San Diego region 
four times, met many nice people and some have 
become friends. I felt very comfortable and well 
received there. I look back with joy, but I am also 
looking forward to future visits.” 

Don Burnett, Ken Hanke, & Rudolf Heßing Herick 

Jean Gray, Michele Davis, & Linda Hammer 

Ken Britt & Ken Gardener  

Randall Weidner &  
Ron Kandt 1995 Holiday 

Dinner 

Leona Andrews & Madeline French  

Dave LaBorde & John Piland  

Miriam Troxell & Dr. J. W. Troxell  
          1978 Holiday Party 

Kent & Gladys Harper 1978 Holiday Party Walter & Penny Bunker  
1979 

Jerry Williams &  
Chuck Everson  

Rainbow Gardens 
 
 
 

Shirley Marneus & 
Dick Kohlschreiber  



‘The Volunteers’  
Photo by Jose Almandoz 

Meeting Programs        by Patricia Frank 

 

October Program: We enjoyed a wonderful program created by Linda Sinkovic titled Small Flowered 
Epiphyllums.  It was delightful to see some of the epies that often get over looked. 
 

November Program: Following a brief business meeting, SDES Vice President and SDES historian 
Gretchen Ward will lead us on a walk down memory lane, as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the San 
Diego Epiphyllum Society.  Her presentation will focus on the history of our organization and some of the 
notable people and activities from 1970 to the present. This program will be on Zoom, so you don’t have 
to leave your home to have an enjoyable evening. Look for a Zoom link via email from our Membership 
Secretary Beth Jackson and Zoom on over and join us on November 11 at 7:00 for a fun and nostalgic 
evening. 

 

November 2020     SDES Epi News      Page 7 

     We are fortunate to have so many people 
volunteering time and effort to make our society 
work well and be a success. However for our society 
to remain a success we need you to volunteer. Please 
consider volunteering for a position, especially if you 
have not yet served — the more people involved the 
less any one person will have to do.  If members 
don’t take an active role, the society won’t be able to 
do as much or function as well as it can. 
 

If you are interested or have questions, speak with 
any board member or contact the chair of the 
nomination committee: David Cheever at 
dcheevye@gmail.com or see him at a general 
meeting. 
 
Thank you to everyone who takes an active role in 
the society either as an officer, Director, or 
coordinator position. Your work and dedication to 
the society is greatly appreciated. 

It Is Election Time 
“Many hands make for light work” John Heywood 

By David Cheever 

Elections take place at the November General Meeting. The candidates for 2021 SDES officers are: 

President                   Gretchen Ward 
1st Vice President           David Cheever 
2nd Vice President       Patricia Neal 
Membership Secretary      Beth Jackson  
Treasurer                 OPEN  
Recording Secretary         OPEN 
Corresponding Secretary Sal Castellitto   
 
Director (2021-22)        Lauren Burnette  
Director (2021-22)        Paula Reynolds  

Not up for re-election: 
Director (2020-21)        Gilbert Hatfield 
Director (2020-21)        Mildred Mikas   
Director (2020-21)       OPEN 
(This open Director position will be appointed to fill 
in David Cheever’s remaining term.)  
 

mailto:dcheevye@gmail.com


     At the park, the weather has started to cool down 
and we are enjoying it. We are still enjoying some 
flowers. We continue to have smaller and more 
frequent work parties. We continue caring for the 
plants, mostly repotting and weeding. We find from 
time to time that the epies love to tip root into 
another pot!  We have started an inventory. This is 
an on going project which needs to happen from 
time to time. We have something special at the park 
and we are proud our society has been doing this 
volunteer work for the past 44 years. We look 
forward to many more years of educating the park 
guests about these plants and the habitat they create 
for wildlife. 
 
     Helping out these past months were: Barb 
Alvarez, Thurston Bow, Sandra Chapin, David 
Cheever, Ron & Velma Crain, Cindy Decker, Dean 
DeLibertis, Marie Dempewolf, Heather Jackson, 
Heidi Lerner, Ellen McCollum. Jerry Moreau, Tim 
Paule, Janice Wakefield, Gretchen Ward and Paul 

           van der Ploeg. 

 
 
 

Safari Park Epi Collection & Display   
by Jerry Moreau 

Details of How To Become A 
Volunteer at the Safari Park 

can be found on our website.  Click on 
http://sdepies.org/volunteer/epi-house/ 
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The very first epi house at 
the park after a wind storm. 

It was taken down shortly 
after this and replaced with 

the Howard Jones or the 
Upper House.  

Howard & Betty Jones 

Right is the Howard Jones or 
the Upper House. This served 
as a display house for a while 
before the metal structure was 

built in 1983. Then it was a 
work house. This was taken 
down in 2012 and replaced 

with a metal work house.   

Madeline & George French  
at the Wild Animal Park 

May 1989 

E. hookeri ssp. 
guatamalense 

Blooming at the park 
in October 

http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/
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     If you’ve ever attended an SDES meeting, 
you’ve walked out having learned something new, 
or perhaps laughing about a funny story from our 
speaker! 
 
     Why? 
 
     Because our speakers are always trying to 
educate and entertain you!! 
 
     When the Society was just starting out in 
October of 1970, our speakers were found within 
the membership. They provided information on 
epi culture, photography, hybridizing, grafting and 
everything you ever wanted to know about epies. 
Not to be left out…we also had speakers on 
Epiphyllum species like E. oxypetalum and E. 
thomasianum, closely related varieties like 
Schlumbergera, Rhipsalis and Selenicereus. Other 
epiphytic plants like Orchids and Bromeliads were 
heard from as well. To make sure our members 
were well rounded in their knowledge, speakers 
were requested for other garden interests such as 
terrestrial cactus, various succulents, geraniums, 
dahlias, Hoya, day lilies, ferns, Euphorbia and 
Herbs. 
 
     Many of our programs were of photos taken 
around the world, including the Okefenokee 

Swamp, New 
England, Hawaii, 
Lotus Land, 
Mexico, The 
Safari Park, Baja, 
and Canada in 
North America 
and other 
countries such as 
Israel, 
Switzerland, 
Holland, 
Germany, 
Bolivia, New 
Zealand, Costa 
Rica, British 

Columbia ,The Netherlands and Africa. We reached 
out to hybridizers like George French, Wressey 
Cocke, Derek Obayashi, Phyllis Flechsig and Don 
Patterson. We heard from nurseries like Hardins 
Exotic, Hurst Nurseries, Rainbow Gardens, 
California Epi Center, Walter Andersons and 
Blossom Valley. 

     We learned about Square Foot gardening from 
its founder, Mel Bartholomew. San Diego's UC 
Master Gardeners came to teach us about 
composting and vermiculture (composting with 

worms), also why we 
use owl boxes, how to 
create a Habitat Garden, 
pet safe gardening and 
other topics. We were 
also educated on more 
than one evening by the 
San Diego County 
Agriculture Adviser, 
Vincent Lazaneo. And 
Cary Sharp and Andy 
Schucker from the 
Safari Park came and 
informed us that there is 
more to the park than 
just epies. (If you can 

believe that.)  When Balboa Park 
turned 100, Nancy Carol Carter presented a 
program on Kate Sessions. 
 
     "Everything you ever wanted to ask about 
Epies" was a familiar theme about once a year 
when we had our “Panel 
of Experts”, three or four 
SDES members took 
questions from members 
about Epi culture and any 
other subject they were 
presented with! 
 
     We learned about new 
gardening products from 
vendors such as Ortho, 
Kelloggs and Worm Gold. 
 
     I can’t list every 
speaker or every topic 
over 50 years, but you can 
clearly tell…we have 
learned a lot and had fun 
while doing it!! 
 
     I look forward to future speakers, the 
knowledge  and the laughs they will provide for 
us!!! 

Programs Through the Decades  
 

By Velma Crain 

Mel Bartholomew here with Janice 
Wakefield presented on Square foot 

gardening in 2012 

Don Patterson presented many 
times over the years. He was 
always knowledgeable and 

entertaining. 

George French’s first 
presentation to SDES was 

in April 1971; he continued 
giving presentations and 

demonstrations for almost 
30 years  
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Mother’s Day Shows Over The Years 
 

By Sandra Chapin 

     San Diego Epiphyllum Society flower shows started off quietly, but oh have they grown.  Our 
Mother’s Day show and sale is one of our activities that reaches out into the community and shows off 
our beloved epies and brings in new members.  The first show in 1971 was a no theme, non-competitive 
show with about 200 blooms. George French was in charge of the first show. The next few years SDES 

partnered with the Cactus and Succulent Society. It wasn’t until 
1974 that Mother’s Day shows started having a fun theme rather 
than the traditional flower show format.   

     1971 was the kick off for 
many flower shows to come.  
Highlighting that show here  
reminds us of our humble 
beginning. Madeline French 
reported on the first ever 
flower show that SDES 
produced.  She wrote  “The 
flower Show was a popular 
attraction, where George 
French had charge of the San 
Diego Epiphyllum Society table. The exhibit showed both seeds 
and the fruit, in addition to seedlings from two months to two years 
growth. Well grown cuttings of ‘Bob Evans’ and ‘Royal Melody’ 
hybrids were displayed on pedestals. George French exhibited a 
rare species, E. chrysocardium, with a fishbone-like stem (looking 
more like a fern) and 
a flower bud.  He 
also had a Rhipsalis 
pachyptera, with 

small half inch size flower, buds and bloom.  Owen 
Hamilton showed a grafted E. darrahii (Disocactus 
anguliger), a species with three blooms and several 
buds.” 
 

     Madeline’s article continued, “Dr. Troxell exhibited 
three blooms, which is unusual at this time of year: hybrid 
‘Dibuk’ bloom, ‘Italian Princess’, a beautiful small pink 
flower resembling ‘Deutsche Kaiserin’ a dark red ‘Prof. 
Herbert S. Irwin’, and a pink Zygocactus in bud and 
bloom.  Dr. Troxell’s beautiful Billbergia inflorescence 
drew attention throughout the entire afternoon for its 
splendor.” 

Above is the 1971 display by Owen 
Hamilton and below George & Madeline 

French’s display 

1971 Display by Cox’s Epiphyllum Nursery 1971 Display by Dr. and Mrs. Troxell 

Continued next page 

George French’s display in SDES’ first flower show 
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Continued next page 

     At first there were few competitive 

categories, but as years passed more were 

added and often trophies were donated.  

Categories included size of themed display, 

people’s choice, size of flower, seedling, 

newly registered hybrids, epiphytic plant, 

George French hybrids, novice entries, non-

themed displays, and President’s choice 

often referred to as best in show. Each 

exhibitor was given a ribbon for their best 

flower.  Show themes were imaginative and 

it was like walking into another world when 

you entered the 

show.  Show 

themes ranged 

from visiting 

countries around 

the world or into 

space, fantasy 

trips, pirates and 

make believe, 

movies and much 

more.  The second 

Vice President was 

the show 

chairman and was 

responsible for 

the success of the show.  However, it was the 

hard work and cooperation of the members 

that made it 

run smoothly. 

Putting on the 

show was hard 

work, but it 

was well 

worth it when 

you saw the 

faces of the 

spectators 

when they 

walked into 

the room.  For many people the roomful of 

blooms was the first introduction to epies 

and it was their reason for joining.  Others 

who know epies had Mother’s Day marked 

on their calendar as a must see event.  

Show continued... 

     In the September ESA Bulletin Penny Bunker wrote 

regarding the show “Sunday, May 7th, 1972, the San Diego 

Epiphyllum Society joined forces with the San Diego 

Cactus and Succulent Society in a flower show in the 

Majorca Rom (Garden Center Meeting Room) of the new 

Casa del Prado in Balboa Park. This was a non-competitive 

show, and was part of the Open House program sponsored 

by the San Diego Botanical Garden 

Foundation, Inc., to acquaint the 

general public with the activities of 

its member organizations.  
 

     “President William Nelson was 

chairman of exhibitions, and did an 

excellent job of staging.  A central 

display by Mr. George French 

caught ones eye as you entered the 

room with end columns featuring 

epies – especially outstanding was 

his ‘Empress’ and ‘Clara Ann.’  

Spectacular arrays of flowers were 

in a special display by Dr. J. W. 

Troxell, Mrs. Gladys Harper, 

Owen Hamilton, Floyd Gable, Mr. & Mrs. Robert McNeil 

and Richard Latimer, Jr. Many individuals contributed 

blooms to add to the overall show. 
 

     “Pale pink ‘Pink Jeroma’, beautiful ‘Love Song’, ‘Ruth 

Wallace’, ‘Garland O’Barr’, and others caused 

exclamations from the public.  Especially outstanding in 

my estimation were the blooms of ‘Malcho’s Beauty’, 

‘Skyrocket’, ‘Fan 

Faron’, and ‘Burma’. 

Space prevents 

enumerating all the 

breathtaking beauty of 

the show with the 

dozens of varieties 

entered by so many 

individuals.” 

1972 President William Nelson and  
his wife Ruth’s display 

1972 Display of Dr. J. W. Troxell and wife Miriam 

 1972 Display by Owen Hamilton 
George French epiphyllum on right pedestal ‘Bob Evans’ 

1972 George and Madeline 
French’s Display 



Starting in 1974 we had the first themed show Epiphyllums in Bottles 

and members sure did have fun creating displays. Other themes in the 

70’s were Seashore Fantasy, Spirit of ‘76, Down Mexico Way, 

Polynesian Paradise, and Oriental Fantasies.  The folks who chaired the 

shows were George French, Walter Bunker, and Elinor Latimer.  

1970s 

Continued next page 
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Show continued... 

1974 Epiphyllums in Bottles theme  
Eleanor Norvich’s display above 

 and George & Madeline French’s display right 

1975 Seashore Fantasy theme  
Rick Latimer, Jr’s display 

 and Fern LaBorde’s display below 

1976 Spirit of ‘76 theme  
George & Madeline French’s display above 

Gene & Kathleen Lund’s Display below 

 1979 Oriental Fantasies 
 

1977 Down Mexico Way right 
 

1978 Polynesian Paradise 
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Show continued... 

     The1980s brought us such themes as Galaxy of Epies, The Four 
Seasons, Holidays Around the World, Salute to Balboa Park, California 
Odyssey, Mother, Melodies in Epies, South Pacific, Oriental Odyssey, 
and Sunday in the Garden.  These shows were chaired by such society 
notables as Dorothy Breining & co-chair Dorothy Ogdon, Gene Lund & co-chair 
Helen Barkdoll, Kathy van Arum, Rick Latimer, and Pat Barrett. 

Continued next page 

1980s 

1980 Galaxy of Epies theme 
Above Omar & Shirley Rogers 

Right Nate & Dorothy Ogdon and  
Phil & Ruby Kelling 

1986 Melodies in Epies theme Jean Gray Display 1988 Oriental Odyssey theme society table above 
1988 Don & Willie Brubaker below 

1983 Salute to Balboa Park 

1989 Sunday in the Garden theme by George French 
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Show continued... 
     The 1990s brought us fun themes such as Circus Time, Rainforest Gifts, Sail 
on with Epies, A Mother Goose Epi Parade, Epies in Wonderland, South of the 
Border, Galaxy of Epies, Lights! Cameras! Action! Epies! A Salute to 
Hollywood Movies, African Safari, Ancient 
Civilizations. These shows were chaired by 
Sean Minogue, Marge Schlapfer, Chuck 
Spencer, Don Francis, and Randall Weidner. 

1990s 

1990 Circus Time theme display Gus & Marge Schlapfer 
and Sean Minogue above.  

Display right  
by Betsy & Fred Bollman  

1991 Rainforest 
Gifts Theme right 

1993 A Mother 
Goose Epi Parade 
Society Table 
Designed by  
Donna Couchman & 
Jeanette Dutton 

1992 Sail  on with Epies 
Display by Don & Judy Francis 
Arrangement by Cy Hegerich  

1995 South of the Border theme display  
by Ron Kandt &  Randall Weidner 

1994 Epies in Wonderland 
by Gus & Marge Schlapfer 

and Bob & Don Miller 
(caterpillar hand-sewn by 

Marge)  
 

First place in 1994  
was created by Don &  

Judy Francis  and  
Norman Francis 

Continued next page 



Continued next page 
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Show continued... 1990s 
continued 

1996 Galaxy of Epies Theme 
Below Lois Tripp and her 

display 
 

 Right Don Patterson’s display 

1997 Lights! Cameras! Epies! A Salute to Hollywood Movies 
 Theme display by Ron Kandt &  Randall Weidner 

1998 African Safari Theme Display  
by Galen Pittman  

1999 Ancient Civilizations Theme 
Display above by Jill & Phil Peck 

 

Right Society Table  

1997 Right display by 
Don & Judy Francis  
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     With the turn of the century we 
enjoyed themes like Around the World 
in “Epi” Days, Jungle Delights, Wild, 
Wild West, Once Upon a Time, Epies 
and Heirlooms, Landmarks Across 
America, Fun and Games with Epies, 
Asian Fantasy, Epies, A Pirate’s 
Treasure, and Epies through the 
Decades.  Leading these shows were 
Phil Peck, Patricia Neal, Jill Rowney, 
Marj Myers, Sandra Chapin, and Jerry 
Moreau. 

Show continued... 

2000s 

2000 Around the World in “Epi” Days,  
Left Brian Kloppenborg display and  

above right the Eiffel Tower of Epies by Jill & Phil Peck 

2001 Jungle Delights 
Display by Jill & 

Phil Peck 

2002 
Wild, Wild, West 

Theme 
 Ron & Velma 

Crain brought us 
the Road Runner 

and Wile E. Coyote 
 

Don & Judy 
Francis brought in 
their wagon filled 
with epies (above 

right) 
 

Jill & Phil Peck 
provide a great 

place to show off 
their epies on a 
beautiful life-
sized teepee 

2003 Once Upon a Time 
theme 

Right Ron & Velma Crain 
produced the “Epi Mines” 

of the seven dwarfs 
Below Cy Hegrich brought 
us “Once Upon a time in a 
land far away” a golden 

framed pyramid-epies being 
the only treasure fit to bury 

with the pharaohs  

Continued next page 
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Show continued... 

2000s 
continued 

2004 Epies and Heirlooms theme 
An old grandfather clock by Jill & 
Phil Peck (far left); some 
childhood memories with a teddy 
bear display by Jerry Moreau (top 
left). Above some old tools created 
a great display by Ron & Velma 
Crain and (left) treasured 
heirlooms made for a winning 
display for Mildred Mikas, 

2005 Landmarks Across America 
theme.  Far left is the Washington 
Monument by Jill & Phil Peck and  
Lighthouses Across America made 

a wonderful display.  

2006 Fun and Games with Epies theme 
Below is a fun display by Sandra Chapin and right Welcome to the 

Epi Invitational! by George French  

Continued next page 



To end the 
decade in 2009 
it was Epies 
through the 
Decades. 
Above left is 
George French through the decades “10 decades with George”.  Below 
that is a beautiful display by Mildred Mikas.  Above is “Exotica” a 
musical genre of the 1950s to mid 1960s, display by Jerry Moreau and 
Galen Pittman. 

Continued next page 
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Show continued... 

2000s 
continued 

2007 Asian Fantasy theme (far 
right) was Cy Hegrich’s “Fantasy 

Flight” display (near right) is 
Jerry Moreau & Galen Pittman's 

display with Kuan Yin, and 
(bottom right) is Derek 

Obayashi’s beautiful display 

2008 brought pirates to 
Balboa Park with the 
theme: Epies, A 
Pirate’s Treasure. 
Left is Derek 
Obayashi’s display 
Below that is Jerry Moreau and Galen Pittman’s coral reef with epi 
sea anemones and a sunken treasure chest, and below right is Sandra 
Chapin’s pirate ship and its treasure of epies.  



Continued next page 
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     This past decade we had fun with such themes as Epies in 
Fantasyland, Holidays with Epies, Epies on Wheels, Flora and 
Fauna aka Epies & Animals,  Hats Off to Epies, A Walk in the Park, 
Epies Salute Balboa Park, California Dreaming, Out of This World: 
Epies in Space, Epies in Oz, Blooms, Beads, and Bourbon Street: 
Epies at Mardi Gras, Golden Jubilee: ‘Celebrating Our History’.  
Sandra Chapin chaired these shows throughout most of the decade; 
also helping out were Gina Contreras and Gretchen Ward. 

Show continued... 

2010s 

2010 theme Epies in Fantasyland we enjoyed the “Fantasy of a Blue Epi” above 
left by Derek Obayashi, next to that is a beautiful display by Don Patterson, to 
the right is a garden fairy of flowers by Jerry Moreau & Galen Pittman, and 

right a hiking fantasy by Jerry & Betsy Markle. 

2011 Holidays with Epies 
was an explosion of color.  
To the far left is an Easter 
display by Jerry Moreau & 
Galen Pittman and then a 
display by Barb Alvarez.  

2012 Epies on Wheels theme asked us the question 
in Sandra Chapin’s display above “Which came 
first the epi or the wheel?” and Mildred Mikas’ 
display right showed us that trains need wheels.  
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Show continued... 

2010s 
continued 

Continued next page 

2013 Flora and Fauna aka 
Epies & Animals theme. 
Left is Oliver Lapuebla’s 

display and above and right is 
Mildred Mikas' display.  

2014 Hats Off to Epies theme left 
above we enjoyed  Eunice & William 
Canedo’s Lucky Leprechaun display 
and Derek Obayashi’s display   

2015 A Walk in the Park, Epies Salute Balboa Park theme was to 
celebrate Balboa Park’s 100th anniversary. Above is Michal 
McKee’s display, above right is Eunice & William Canedo’s  

display and right is Sandra Chapin’s display 
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Show continued... 

2010s 
continued 

2016 California Dreaming brought us an epi beach by 
Derek Obayashi and Mark Sumpter top right, Gabriel and 
Gabriella Peñaloza’s display top left we envied the epies on 
the raft, and Sandra Chapin’s display right enjoyed the wine 
country just enjoyed, don’t count the wine corks. 

2017 Out of This World: Epies in Space theme we 
enjoyed the planets of Derek Obayashi & Mark 
Sumpter’s display (top left) and Janice Wakefield’s 
display (left), and Sandra Chapin’s mini display 
(above) where space aliens love their epies.  

2018 Epies in Oz theme brought us 
the yellow brick road everywhere. I 
bet you didn’t know there were 
epies in Oz.  Left is Derek 
Obayashi and Mark Sumpter’s 
fallen house crushing the Wicked 
Witch of the East then on to the 
Emerald City with Sandra Chapin’s 
green glass display and we can’t 
forget the ruby slippers 
arrangement by Janine Topell.  

Continued next page 
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Show continued... 
In 2019 we found ourselves at a party with 

Blooms, Beads, and Bourbon Street: Epies at 
Mardi Gras theme. Left is an arrangement by 
Beth Jackson, below left is Pat Neal’s display 

below right is Jerry Moreau’s Display and 
right is display by Sal & 

Ivette Castellitto. 2010s 
continued 

In 2020 the Mother’s Day Show was canceled due to the pandemic.  SDES had a virtual show of 
sorts on Facebook but nothing like the in-person shows of the past. We didn’t want the year to be a 
complete loss.  We all still wanted to see Spring epi flowers on Mother’s Day weekend.  We were not 
alone as the other epi societies did this as well. We were all delighted in that we got to have something and 
enjoy each other’s flowers.  It was fun and a success.  SDES is adaptable and can go with the flow.  

Continued next page 

Terence Brashear created the flower collage for our Facebook show. 



1993 A Mother Goose Epi Parade 
 

2011 Holidays with Epies 

We in the society are a creative lot. The stage 
at the show is no different than the displays. 
Here are just a handful of the elaborate stage 
displays over the past 50 years. 

2007 Asian Fantasy 

2016 California Dreaming 
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Show continued... 

2018 Epies in Oz 

2019 Blooms, Beads, and Bourbon 
Street: Epies at Mardi Gras 

1991 Rainforest Gifts 

1995 South of the Border 

1992 Sail On With Epies 
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Continued next page 

     Over the years, SDES has had presidents who have worked hard to make the 
society what it is today. The leaders of our society have inspired and motivated 
us to do great things over our history. Although not all of the leaders of the 
society actually served as president, many of the most inspirational leaders did 
serve as Society president. Many of the leaders of the society kept SDES alive 
and thriving. And we followed them. They have served by example and cared 
about all of us. Many of our leaders knew that the more good we do for each 
other that the more we all want to do good for each 
other.  It’s the human connection that keeps us 
together.  As we celebrate our past let’s also celebrate 
and support the future leaders of our society.  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society 
Founded November 23, 1970 

Presidents 

William Nelson 
1970-72 

‘President William Nelson’ 

Don Irwin 
1974-76 

‘Don Irwin’ 

George French 
1972-74 

‘George French’ 

Gene Lund                
1976-78 & 81           

‘Gene Lund’  

Elinor V. Latimer  
1983-84 

‘Elinor Victoria Latimer’ 

Milt Turner 
1986-88 & 2000 

‘Milt Turner’ 

Ron Miller 
1985-86 

Sean Minogue 1988-90 
‘Sean Minogue’  

Fern LaBorde 
1978-80 

She is holding ‘Fern LaBorde’ 

Frank Granatowski 
1982-83 

‘Frank Granatowski’ 

John Clancy 
1981-82 

‘President John Clancy’ 

Italicized 
names under 
photos indicate 
epi hybrids 
named for that 
president.  

Some of these hybrids we don’t have photos or plants. If 
you do and would be so kind as to share, it would be 
greatly appreciated; ‘President William Nelson’, ‘Don 
Irwin’, ‘Milt Turner’, ‘Frank Granatowski’, ‘President 
John Clancy’, ‘Sean Minogue’, or ‘Rick Latimer’.  
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George Plaisted 
1990-92 

Rick Latimer 
1995 

‘Rick Latimer’ 

Roger Chapin 
2001-02 

‘Sandra’s Roger’ 

Irene Sias 
2003-04 

Don Francis 
1997 

Mildred Mikas 
2007-08 

‘Mildred Mikas’ 

Sandra Chapin 
2009-10 

‘Sandra Chapin’ 

Ron Crain 
2013-14 

‘Ron Crain’ 

Janice Wakefield 
2015-16 

Tim Paule 
2017-18 

Jerry Moreau 
2011-12 

‘Jemo’ 

Cindy Decker 
2019-20 

Margaret Pethley 
1992-94 & 2000 

‘Margaret Bond Pethley’ 

Presidents continued... 

Phil Peck 
1995-96,  
1998-99  
&  
2005-06 
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Continued next page 

     No reflection on our 50-year 
history as an organization would be 
complete without considering our 
relationship to the other Epiphyllum 
societies in California and 
collaborations that have occurred over 
the years. One of the greatest 
collaborations of our various 
organizations has been what we call 
EpiCon. Did you know that there is a 
biannual convention held in 
California that covers all things 
epiphytic? I was thrilled to attend my 

first 
Epiphyllum 
convention 
in May of 
2016 and it 
was 
everything I 
hoped it 
would be. I 
learned so 
much, met 

new people from all over the world, 
and even brought home a few special 
plants and epi cuttings.  
 
     In the fall of 1987 San Diego Epiphyllum 
Society, South Bay Epiphyllum Society, and the 
Epiphyllum Society of America, agreed that a 
convention focusing on Epiphyllums would be held 
the following year. Since then, sixteen times, every 
other year a convention that includes the 
Epiphyllum societies from California takes place 
with hosting duties rotating through the three 
southern California organizations. 2020 would 

have been EpiCon XVII, if it had not been 
postponed due to a pandemic. 
 
     The first EpiCon was hosted by the San Diego 
Epiphyllum Society on October 8, 1988, at the San 
Diego Wild Animal Park (now called the San 
Diego Zoo Safari Park) and was billed as a “one 
day special event” where members of the three 
societies gathered to discuss epies, attended 
demonstrations on 
growing better epies, 
toured the Wild 
Animal Park, and 
shared food and 
fellowship. Its hard to 
imagine now, but the 
registration fee was 
only $5 for that first 
event. The gathering 
has typically included 
“formal lectures and 
informal socializing” 
and has grown to 
include reports from 

Have You Ever Attended An EpiCon?  
 

by Gretchen Ward 

EpiCon X Eddie Huey, 
Chris Stratton &  
Don Cravalho  

EpiCon VII Galen Pittman with his wall of flowers  

EpiCon XVI  
Rudolf Heßing-Herick  presenting 

 



Continued next page 
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all of the California Epiphyllum societies, 
presentations, displays, speakers from all over the 
world, silent auctions, raffles, and sales, a luncheon 
in some form, and tours. Most years it is a single 
day event, but at least two EpiCons hosted by SDES 
took place over an entire weekend. 
 
     The members of the SDES have participated at 
all of the various EpiCons and have been fortunate 
to learn about cutting edge research regarding 

Epiphyllum genetics, the work of hybridizers from 
the United States and countries such as Germany, 
Sweden, and New Zealand, many of whom have 
appeared in person to discuss their work developing 
new Epiphyllum hybrids, and talks from botanists 
and biologists with an interest in cacti and epiphytic 
plants. The San Diego Epiphyllum Society has 
members from all over the world and this is the time 
when many epi enthusiasts choose to visit us in 
California, so they can meet in person, share 
information, and meet up with new and old friends.  
 
    EpiCon has also given SDES members the 
opportunity to honor and learn about the work of 
talented hybridizers such as George French, 

Wressey Cocke, Darryl Miyamoto, Evelyn Shiraki, 
Don Burnett, and Don Patterson to name a few; and 
have listened to featured speakers such as Dick 
Kohlschreiber, Myron Kimnach, Rudi Dorsch, 
Derek Obayashi, and visiting from Europe Rudolf 
Heßing Herick, Svante Lundquist, Ulrich Haage and 
from New Zealand hybridizers Yvonne and Andrew 
Brunton.  
 
     Most years, between 60 to 100 people attend 
EpiCon. The past 50 years of SDES enthusiasm for 
epies has included this wonderful convention and it 
is hoped we will be able to gather next year to take 
up another gathering where we will learn more 
about epiphytic hybrids and species and will be able 
to meet up with our friends from all over the world. 

 
      

EpiCon continued... 

EpiCon IV 1994 Peggy Oberg, Rudi Dorsch & Vera Ward 

EpiCon XV 2016 Ron Crain & Evelyn Shiraki 

Robert Sommers and Rudi Dorsch set up slides 
for Rudi’s presentation at EpiCon IV, 1994. 

EpiCon X 2006 Chris Stratton, George French, 
Vern Hettinger, & Eddie Huey 

Silent auction items from EpiCon XIII 
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EpiCon continued... 

Continued next page 

EpiCon is a chance to socialize with old friends 
and new from the four California-based 
epiphyllum societies as well as epi lovers from 
across the U.S. and overseas. 

EpiCon XIII 2012 above l-r Darryl Miyamoto, Evelyn 
Shiraki, Don Burnett, Tony Yanko, Bill Greene.  Left l-r Bill 

Greene, Katherine Barto, Don Burnett.  Lower left Ron Crain 
presenting and below Tony Yanko & Galen Pittman 

Silent auction tables are the highlight of every 
EpiCon and inspire some hot competitive bids 

EpiCon XVI 
2016 silent auction 
items left & right 

Below EpiCon XIII 
2012 



‘Epicon VII’ 

1988 EPICON I    October 8—SDES—Wild Animal Park, San Diego 

1990 EPICON II   October 13—ESA—Fullerton Arboretum, Fullerton 

1992 EPICON III    September 12—SBES—South Coast Botanic Garden, Palos Verdes 

1994 EPICON IV  May 29—SDES—Holiday Inn, Mission Valley, San Diego 

1996 EPICON V   June 22—ESA—Huntington Botanical Gardens, Huntington Beach 

1998 EPICON VI  May 30—SBES—Torrance Holiday Inn, Torrance 

2000 EPICON VII   May 28—SDES—Hanalai Hotel, San Diego 

2002 EPICON VIII   May 18—ESA—Los Angeles County Arboretum, Arcadia 

2004 EPICON XIV   May 22—SBES—South Coast Botanic Garden, Palos Verdes 

2006 EPICON X   May 28/29—SDES—Wild Animal Park, San Diego 

2008 EPICON XI   May 17—ESA—Los Angeles County Arboretum, Arcadia 

2010 EPICON XII   May 29—SBES—South Coast Botanic Gardens, Palos Verdes 

2012 EPICON XIII   May 26/27—California Center for the Arts, Escondido 

2014 EPICON XIV   May 19—ESA—Altadena Town and Country Club, Altadena 

2016 EPICON XV   May 28—SBES—South Coast Botanic Garden, Palos Verdes 

2018 EPICON XVI   May 26--SDES—SD Zoo Safari Park, San Diego 

2020 EPICON XVII   May 23—scheduled to be hosted by ESA at the Pickwick Gardens, Burbank,  

   canceled because of the COVID pandemic; postponed until 2021 

EpiCon Dates and Hosts  
Over the Years 
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‘Epicon IX’ 

EpiCon continued... 

‘Epicon X’ 

‘Epicon XII’ 

What is an EpiCon without flowers? In honor of the 
various EpiCons there have even been special named 
hybrids registered that commemorate the gathering. 
 
‘Epicon III’ a Wressey Cocke hybrid registered by 
Dorothy & Jerry Freidman. An extra large white flower 
with bronze-green outer petals.  
 

‘Epicon VIII’ is another Wressey Cocke hybrid 
registered by Keith & Pat Ballard.  This medium flower 
is solid orange with deeply lobed growth due to its 
Disocactus anguliger parent. 
 
We don’t have pictures for these two above cultivars and 
not sure if they are still in people’s collections. If you 
know about these plants please contact us. We would 
love to acquire cuttings to complete the EpiCon cultivar 
collection or even just have photos of the flowers for our 
archives.  
 

‘Epicon VII’ a George French hybrid. A Large purple 
and red flower with red outer petals.  
 

‘Epicon IX’ is a Don Burnett hybrid registered by Dick 
Kohlschreiber. It’s a small to medium flower that’s 
bright pink with a faint orange mid-strip with lavender-
pink outer petals. It is wheel-shaped and opens wide.  
 

‘Epicon X’ is a Phil Peck hybrid.  It is a multi-petaled 
extra large flower with reddish-orange petals with a 
yellow mid-strip. It has a fuchsia edge that crinkled.  
 

‘EpiCon XII’ is a Rudolf Heßing-Herick.  It is a small 
flower with inner petals pinkish-red with a purple 
overlay and dark red outer petals.   
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Editors Record Events, History, Education 

By Patricia Neal 

     When SDES officially formed in 1970 
as an affiliate of the ESA, its primary 
means of communicating with members 
was through ESA’s Bulletin as most were 
already ESA members and received the 
Bulletin. 
     Various SDES members wrote articles 
keeping everyone up-to-date on San 
Diego activities.  They included George 
and Madeline French, Gene Schmedding, 
Juana Curtis, Penny Bunker, Bill Nelson, 
Robert and Shala McNeil, Richard 
Latimer, Irene Taylor and Peggy Marsh. 
     In April 1976 an initial test newsletter 
was distributed and soon Epi News 
finally became permanent in February 
1977. 

Left:  A look at the many changing 
faces of Epi News over the years. 

Juana Curtis 

& Peggy Marsh 

April 1976 

     Juana Curtis and Peggy Marsh 

produced the very first test issue of 

Epi News – Vol. 000, No. 000.  

Often referred to in notes as a flyer 

because it was only one page, the 

truth is the first several issues of Epi 

News consisted of only one page. 

     This issue printed dates to 

remember, a message from the 

president, a thank you to show 

chairman George French and a 

request for members to share their 

fertilizing experiences. 

    Juana Curtis served as 

Corresponding Secretary twice, but 

we haven’t found any info or a 

photo of Peggy Marsh. Juana Curtis 

Very first test edition of Epi News  
– Vol. 000, No. 000 – April 1976  
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Editors continued… 

Thank you to photographers and contributors! 

     We can’t  recognize the 16 editors without thanking the many, many members who have contributed to Epi News 

with photos, articles, columns, anecdotes, research, suggestions, information and dedication to help promoting 

Epiphyllums and the San Diego Epiphyllum Society through the Epi News. 

     To name a few – Helen Barkdoll, Greg Balvin, Dick Chadwick, Frank Granakowski, Ron Crain, Sandra Chapin, 

Kathy Elliott, Don Patterson, George French, Ruth Nelson, Chuck Everson, Jerry Williams, Cy Hegerich, John 

Clancy, Nate Ogdon, Ruth Nelson, Howard Jones, Gwendolyn Johnston, Charles Saltzer, Constance Cole, Sam 

Markey, Dorothy Breining, Sanford Roberts, George Bange, Roger Chapin, Terry Brashear, Charlie Coons, Don 

Crain, Mike Shepley, Randall Weidner, Michele Davis, Joe Tran, Robert Sommers, Rose West, Paul Kloppenborg, 

Gilbert Hatfield, Louise Mill, Ken Britt, Janice Wakefield, Gail Eisele, Jean Gray, Linda Eastman, Mildred Mikas, 

Oliver Lapuebla, Joe James, David Barto, Marge Schlapfer, Charles Bryan, Larry Taylor, Cena Martin, Dorothy 

Ogdon, F. Braun, Chris Welcher, Victoria Lea, Pat Barrett, Eckhard Meier, Michael McKee, Larry Taylor, Gretchen 

Ward, Gerry Mikas, Geneva Coats, Terri Watkins, Charles Bryan, Dick Kohlschreiber, George Watson, Penny 

Bunker, Steve Pincott, Betsy Markle, Peg Minardo, Gene Lund, Margaret Blake, Gina Contreras, Velma Crain, 

Kathie Van Arum, Gus Schlapfer, Mike David, Angela Sias, Robert Wallace, Patricia Frank and of course, to all the 

presidents for their monthly columns and year end reports.  Thank you all for helping us record our history. 

Gene Schmedding & Peggy 
Marsh 

February 1977 

     Gene Schmedding and Peggy Marsh 

teamed up for the first official Epi News. 

     Gene was a charter member of SDES 

and very active in the society.  She served 

as Corresponding Secretary three terms, 

Recording Secretary, Director twice and 

as Hospitality.   While she did not 

continue as editor, Gene wrote regularly 

for the newsletter for twelve years.  She 

was avid about collecting photos and 

slides of Epiphyllums.  Her collection is 

now part of the SDES archives. 

Vol. 1, No. 1 February 1977 

Gene (Cecelia) Schmedding 

Warren E. Kelley 

March-August 1977 

     Warren Kelley edited Epi 

News for six months.  He 

redesigned the masthead, 

produced the first multi-paged 

newsletter and ran the first 

photographs. 

     Warren, who also served as 

a Director in the 1970s, 

expanded the range of items 

covered in the newsletter with 

more in-depth information on 

SDES activities. 

The April 1977 issue 
(at right) was the first 

multi-paged newsletter. 

June 1977 (left) 
featured the first 
photos of the Mother’s 
Day Show. 

Warren E. Kelly 
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Editors continued… 

Richard G. Latimer Jr. 
September 1977-December 1980 

     Rick Latimer became the first long-

time editor of the Epi News.  With his 

love of cactus and education, Rick 

began the newsletter’s long history of 

reporting on research in epicacti as 

well as the history of epi hybridizers.  

He began the series “The Golden Age 

of Epiphyllums” which is still a 

valuable reference today. 

   Rick was a charter member of the 

society and continued writing 

throughout his life.  He prepared many 

educational displays and presentations. 

    Over the years Rick served as 

President, First and Second Vice 

President, and Librarian.  He 

coordinated the 1988 Mother’s Day 

Show ‘Oriental Odyssey’. 

Rick used color photos for the first 
time with photo collages of Mother’s 
Day Shows.  He was also the first to 

use full color covers. 

Rick Latimer Jr. 

     His father Richard Sr. 

hybridized epies and Rick 

continued to grow and 

register seedlings after his 

father’s death. 

    Rick’s extensive 

collection of slides, articles 

and research are part of the 

SDES archives. 

Pat Stebbins 

Pat Stebbins 

January 1981-December 1985 

     Pat Stebbins next took on the editor’s job.  

During her five years she wrote a “Member 

Profile Series” featuring articles on Don Irwin, 

Wressey Cocke, Howard Jones, Dick Hartford, 

Bill and Ruth Nelson, Hilary Heintz and 

George French.  The “Now is the Time” 

column became a monthly regular.  The 

highlight of Pat’s newsletter were her own 

drawings of “The Epi Lover”, some of which 

also ran in ESA’s Bulletin. 
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Editors continued… 

Sean Minogue 

January 1986-December 1988 

August 1989-December 1990 

     Sean Minogue served as Epi News editor 

twice; he had a very brief break while serving as 

President.  Sean’s covers featured the first actual 

photographs glued onto the cover as well as 

expanded educational articles. 

     In addition to the newsletter, Sean played key 

roles in SDES.  He coordinated the first EpiCon in 

1988, was historian in 1985, presented a 20th 

SDES anniversary slide presentation, served as 

Director and 2nd Vice President when he 

coordinated “Rainforest Gifts” on Mother’s Day. 

     Sean authored the popular handbook 

Epiphyllum Basics available in the SDES library. Sean Minogue 

John F. Noble 

January 1989-July 1989 

     John Noble volunteered to step in to edit 

the newsletter for a few months to give Sean a 

break while he served as President.  John 

continued many of the features and 

contributed his perspective on society events. 

     John was known for his creativity.  He was 

chosen to do the decorations for the Hotel 

Del’s 100th birthday celebration and was the 

first to create a themed stage display at the 

annual show.  John was instrumental in 

designing and purchasing large shade covers 

for the sales patio and coordinated a 

Christmas Banquet in 1988. 

John Noble 

David Graham 

David Graham 

January 1991-December 1992 

     As editor, David Graham started the popular 

feature “An Afternoon With…” which 

continues to run to this day.  David interviewed 

hybridizers Wressey Cocke, George French, 

Dick Chadwick and Ethel Hurst.  David wrote 

the book Grafting Epiphyllum and Related 

Cacti. 

     A hybridizer himself, David won the Buddy 

Hurst Trophy for new hybrids in 1991 and 

1994.  He also won educational awards three 

years and the 1994 People’s Choice award for 

“Clown.”  He opened his home garden for 

tours in the 1990s. 
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Editors continued… 
Patricia E. Neal 

January 1993-December 1998 

     Pat Neal’s background in journalism led her 

to taking on the editor’s job only a few months 

after joining SDES.  She has continued to write 

for Epi News over the years and has been writing 

the regular monthly 50th anniversary features. 

   She served as Director for three years and as 

2nd Vice President in 2002 when she coordinated 

the “Wild, Wild West” Mother’s Day Show.  

She also coordinated two EpiCons (1994, 2000) 

and served as the Judge’s Clerk for 14 years. An 

active participant in Mother’s Day Shows, she 

won 5 educational awards, 13 awards for 

individual flowers and floral arrangements.  She 

is on track to be 2nd Vice President in 2021. 

     Pat has been involved in many SDES 

activities such as inventorying the Park 

collection when the Zoo received botanic 

garden accreditation and community events at 

the S.D. Zoo and Park, Del Mar Fair, Coronado 

Flower Show, Home and Garden Shows, and 

spring events at Weidner’s Gardens. 

Patricia Neal 

Marj Myers 

January 1999-December 2001 

     Marj Myers has served as Recording Secretary, 1st Vice 

President and 2nd Vice President when she coordinated two 

Mother’s Day Shows:  2005’ “Landmarks Across America” 

and 2006 “Fun and Game With Epies.” 

     Marj is a talented floral designer and has won the Penny 

Bunker Trophy for arrangements an impressive 8 times and 

has given presentations on creating arrangements. 

     In addition, she has served as Refreshments Coordinator 

and has coordinated the Mother’s Day potluck luncheon for 

several years.  She and her husband’s garden has been 

featured on our garden caravans. Marj Myers 

(Left) Marj’s 
covers fea-
tured newer 

hybrids.  
(Right) Two of 
her first place 
arrangements. 

2012 2016 

 

Arrangement Photos by Don Crain 
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Editors continued… 
Alan Watkins 

January 2002-December 2002 

     Alan Watkins took on the editorship 

for a year and his wife Teri provided 

many of the cover photographs.  Alan 

featured board member profiles and 

word search puzzles with Epiphyllum 

themes.  After joining SDES their epi 

collection grew alongside their herd of 

California Desert Tortoises. 
Alan Watkins 

Dick France 

January 2003-February 2005 

     Dick France’s offbeat sense of humor and 

his education in environmental horticulture 

featured prominently in the newsletter.  He 

printed epi lovers’ comments from online chat 

rooms, emails and snail mail with pertinent 

and lively commentary.   He and his wife 

Bonetta’s garden were part of one of our 

garden caravans. 

Dick France 

Jill Rowney 

March 2005-August 2015 

     Jill Rowney filled the editor’s job the longest 

of all of them – more than 10 years.  She wrote 

in-depth articles about all SDES activities, 

inspired five members to write regular columns, 

and expanded more photos coverage on the 

interior pages. 

     Jill was very active in SDES and filled 

several positions:  Recording Secretary, 1st Vice 

President, Director and 2nd Vice President and 

she coordinated two Mother’s Day Shows: 

“Once Upon a Time” in 2003 and “Epies and 

Heirlooms” in 2004.  She won several awards 

including educational and 4 Troxell Awards. 

     Jill’s passion for music and creativity along 

with her energy and organizational skills was 

evident in her newsletters and at Mother’s Day 

Shows. 

Jill Rowney 

Pictured: Jill’s displays in 2002, 2005, and 2007. 
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Editors continued… 

One of Jerry’s winning displays. 

Jerry Moreau and Linda Sinkovic 

September 2015-present 

     Jerry Moreau and Linda Sinkovic became co-editors of Epi News 

with the September 2015 issue.  While both write for the newsletter, 

Jerry heads up design and layout and Linda writes on research and 

education and proofreads all copy before going to print.  They consult 

on topics, future paths, and work on Epi News becoming a more 

dynamic representative of all members. 

     Jerry Moreau is also the coordinator for the Safari Park’s 

Epiphyllum Collection where he took the reins in 2008.  In addition, he 

has served as Director, Librarian, President and 2nd Vice President 

coordinating Mother’s Day Shows in 2009 “Epies Through the 

Decades” and 2010 “Epies in Fantasyland.”  He’s also had great 

success in winning show awards:  10 first places for flowers and plants 

and 7 trophies for displays – 6 of them the Troxell Award for themes. 

     In 2017 he received ESA’s Founders’ Award in recognition of his 

efforts in promotion and culture of Epiphyllums. 

Jerry Moreau 

Linda Sinkovic 

     Linda Sinkovic began writing for Epi News 

in 2009 when she was Librarian and has been writ-

ing her current column “Get Your Facts First” since 

2014.  She has also served as Recording Secretary 

and Director. 

     In 2019 she became the Research and Education 

Coordinator which dovetails with the topics she 

writes about it her column.  She recently completed 

an updated species section for ESA’s Registry of 

Hybrids and Species. In addition, she has devel-

oped several presentations, some of which are 

available on the SDES website. 

    In 2010 Linda was presented with the “Roger 

Chapin Memorial Volunteer of the Year Award.” 

Several of Linda’s columns above along with a 
photo from her columns on moving her large 

plant collection from San Diego to Santa Cruz. 
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          Although the SDES came together in 1970, 
initially there was no library (therefore no need for 
a librarian). However soon there was a need for 
resources for its members to use and over time the 
collection has been built up by those who cared 
for the collection, many of whom also served as 
librarians. Today the society has a collection of 
epi-related resources from all over the 
world.  There are also resources with a wider 
focus, such as terrestrial cacti and tropical 
gardening.  Many of these books and other 
resources have been donated from the personal 
collections of members.  
 

     Back in 1970 though this collection of resources 
was just starting to accumulate.  In February 
1971, the need for a librarian was discussed, but it 
wasn't until January 1972 when something was 
done about it. 
 

     At that time, Eleanor Norvich (a charter member 
of SDES) was serving as a Director and took on the 
additional responsibility of committee chair for the 
Library Committee.  In September 1972 she is 
listed as the librarian.  November of that year the 
society purchased bookcase space from the San 

Diego Botanical Garden 
Foundation, now located in room 
104 of Casa del Prado. 
 

     Eleanor was the librarian until 
1975, when Petey Kelley took 
over the position.  Petey joined 

the society 
in 1972; in 
1974 she 
became the 
Telephone 
Committee 
chair. (No, I 
don't know 

what that involves, either) Petey served as librarian 
from 1975 until 1977, when 
she also became a Director. 
She fulfilled both roles 
through 1978, with her 
assistant librarian Billie 
Miller to help.  
 

     In 1978 Addie Szobar 
became the librarian.  She 
helped out at a lot of shows 
such as the annual shows 

held at Sea World.  She was librarian until 1980 
when Charles Saltzer took over. 
     I couldn't find too much information on Charles 
Saltzer.  He built the rolling book cabinet which is 

in room 101; prior to this the 
librarians had to bring in the 
books from their cars every 
meeting. He was librarian from 
1980 to 1983; in 1982 and 
1983 Helen 
Barkdoll was 
his assistant 
librarian.  
 

     The next 
librarian was 
Rick Latimer.  

His tenure as librarian was 1983 to 
1985, but he served in many 
positions in the SDES:  as Epi News 

editor; 1st Vice President; 2nd Vice 
President; and finally, as President 
in 1995.   
 

     Ernest Angus was the librarian 
from 1985 to 
1988.  In 1982 he 
was a Director 
whose 
responsibilities 
included Legal 
and By-laws.  

Still a Director in 1983, he ran 
the Plant & Cutting Table until 
1984.  He also served as Director in 
1988.  
 

      
     Helen Barkdoll, who was the 
assistant librarian in 1982 to 1983, 
took over as librarian in 1989.  She 
had assistants Jeanette Dutton and 
John Noble.  Helen held many 
SDES positions including liaison to 
the Botanical Society, Director, Corresponding 

Secretary, and served on many 
committees such as Research 
and Seed Exchange.  She was 
the chair of the Education 
Committee for many years.  
 

     From 1990 to 1999, Jeanette 
Dutton 

Librarians Through the History of the Society 
 

By Linda Sinkovic 

Continued next page 39 Adeline Szobar 

Rick Latimer 

Hellen Barkdoll 

Petey Kelley & ‘Petey Kelley’ 

‘Rickety’  
Named for  

Rick Latimer 

‘Ernest William Angus’ 

Ernest Angus 

Donna Couchman & 
Jeanette Dutton 
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     Since the San Diego Epiphyllum Society’s 
inception a half-century ago in 1970, 
demonstrations on all sorts of epi-related and non-
epi-related topics have been covered at our monthly 
General Meetings. In the late 1980s, a routine was 
gradually established, with fits and starts, whereby 
a short instructional session or presentation was 
organized, to be scheduled just before our monthly 
gathering. This brief talk was designed mainly for 
beginning epi enthusiasts to learn more about their 
newest obsession.  While records of a so-called 
“Pre-Meeting Workshop” previous to 1988 do not 
exist in the back issues of the Epi News at least, 
there are references to demonstrations of many 
aspects of epi culture at our meetings prior to that, 
covering topics such as grafting techniques, potting 
of cuttings, 
repotting of mature 
plants, trellising, 
etc. 
     The February, 
1988 Epi News 
mentioned: 
“Committee 
meetings and 
workshops are held 
throughout the 
year”. This referred to 
events held both during the General Meeting and on 
other dates and at venues other than our regular 
gathering place at the Casa del Prado. 
     1989 began with more regularly scheduled 
workshops with a constantly changing list of 
presenters. In February, 1989, a Pre-Meeting 
workshop was presented on “Perfect Blend” potting 
soils by then president Sean Minogue. In March and 

April of that year, 
Gus Schlapfer did 
Pre-Meeting 
Workshops on “Epi 
Pests” and on the 
grafting of fruit trees. 
In May, Pat Barrett 
and John Noble 
teamed up on a 
workshop called 
“Displaying Epies at 
a Show”. In June, it 

was Gus Schlapfer again giving pre-meeting talks 
on shade structures. This was 
followed later in the year with 
a panel discussion, a chat 
about growing epies from 
seed, and finally, “Getting 
Your Garden Ready for the 
Cold”. 
     1990 continued with 
workshops on various topics 
using a revolving cadre of 
presenters including the 
aforementioned list of 
contributors as well as George 
French and Dick Chadwick. 
     The 1991 newsletters provide no workshop-
related information other than the following: 
“Pre-Meeting Workshops are held regularly before 
the General Meeting at 6:30 p.m. in Room 104. All 
are welcome”. We can surmise from this that 
workshops were being held in 1991 but no 
designated coordinator had been named. 
There is no record of Pre-Meeting Workshops in 
1992 in the Epi News. 
In February, 1993 Don 
Francis began coordinating 
the pre-Meeting Workshops 
and continued in this 
capacity through 1994, 
covering various topics. This 
established a pattern 
whereby a designated 
coordinator would present 
the workshop every month. 
In 1995 this trend continued 
with Gus Schlapfer as 
coordinator. In 1996 it became Dick Chadwick’s 
responsibility. In ’97 it fell to Jean Costanzo and 
Lois Tripp to coordinate the workshops. 
     In 1998, the SDES went back to the revolving 
presenters’ format for the Pre-Meeting workshops 
with no designated coordinator. 
1999 saw us go back the other way with Milt 
Turner acting as Pre-Meeting Workshop 
coordinator. In February of that year Milt published 
in the Epi News a set schedule of prepared 
workshop topics for the entire year. At the final 
meeting in October there was a review and 

Pre-Meeting Workshop — A History 
 

By Ron Crain 

Gus Schlapfer & John Noble 

George French 

Dick Chadwick 

Don Francis 

Continued next page 
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and Donna Couchman were co-librarians.  Donna 
and Jeanette both served as Corresponding Secretary 
and Jeanette served as Recording Secretary and 
Director.  For several years, Jeanette 
and Donna worked together designing 
the society's table at the Mother's Day 
Show.  
 

     In 2000, Greg Balvin became the 
librarian, although he held the 
position for only a year.  Greg headed 
up SDES’s Research Committee for 
many years and wrote several articles 

for Epi News.  Greg served the 
society for many years as a Director 
and as 1st Vice President. 
  

     Phil Peck also had many positions 
on the board during his time as a 
member.  At various times, he served 
as president, 1st Vice President, 2nd 
Vice President and Director.  He was 

the librarian from 2002 to 2004. 
 

     In 2005, Jerry Moreau took over the librarian's 
spot.  Serving as librarian from 2005 to 2008, he has 
also held many positions including President, 2nd 

Vice President and Director.  He is currently the 
Safari Park Epiphyllum Collection Coordinator, a 
position he has held since 2008.  He is also the 
current editor of the Epi News. 
 

     The current co-editor of the Epi 
News Linda Sinkovic also put in 
time as the librarian, from 2009 to 
2015.  She has also been a Director 
and served as Recording Secretary.  
She is currently the Research & 
Education person for the society. 
 

     And now we 
come to the current 
librarian who has 
been serving since 
2015.  Marie 
Dempewolf has also 
been the Recording 
Secretary and served 
as a Director.  
 

     Over the years 
many good people 
have served in this position.  I hope you enjoyed this 
overview of these dedicated librarians.  

graduation with certificates of completion 
awarded! 
In the year 2000, only a single Pre-Meeting 
Workshop was held in the month of July.  
     No workshop coordinator was assigned and no 
workshops were scheduled in 2001, 2002 or 2003. 
In May, 2004 it was announced in the Epi News: 
Workshops are back! Starting in May, 7 p.m. 
workshops in room 104 will be back in place. Past 
president Phil Peck presented although there was 
no designated coordinator in 2004. 

     In 2005, Roger Chapin began 
his long stint as Pre-Meeting 
Workshop coordinator. Sadly, 
Roger passed away in August of 
2008. In November of ’08 I took 
over for Roger in that capacity 
and have continued since. It was 
a pleasure for me to pick up 
where Roger left off and use his 
materials and that of others to 

develop the talks I have given up 
to the present time.  
     On a personal note, while perusing the research 
material for this article, it occurred to me I have 

been coordinating the Pre-Meeting Workshops 
FAR longer than any of my predecessors, for the 
last twelve years to be exact. 
The coordinator of the 
workshops, by the way, is an 
appointed (unelected, non-
board) position, and he/she 
serves at the pleasure of the 
president of the Society. 
Having come to this 
realization, I wonder if it 
might be time for me to step 
aside and let some other 
member or members of SDES take over, following 
in the footsteps of my distinguished predecessors. 
Over the last couple of years, I’ve had the distinct 
feeling that I may have been sort of “phoning it 
in”, that is, not preparing so much in advance but 
sort of ad-libbing my way through my schpiels. I 
guess this is what happens when one does 
something for over a decade. Please, let’s not have 
everyone volunteer at once. 
     Thanks to Pat Neal and Jerry Moreau for 
providing much of the research material for this 

article. 

Roger Chapin 

Ron Crain 

Workshop continued... 

Phil Peck 

Greg Balvin  

Librarians continued from page 37... 

Linda Sinkovic 

Marie Dempewolf 
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Epi Collection & Display at the  
Safari Park History 

 

By Jerry Moreau  

     The San Diego Epiphyllum Society has a long 
and proud history collaborating with the San Diego 
Zoo Safari Park. Today, at the Safari Park we have 
an exceptional collection and a display, the 
Epiphyllum Trail.   
     It started back in 1976 when SDES Honorary 
Life Member Howard Jones and horticulture 
director at the park, Jim Gibbons got the epi 
collection off the ground at the Park.  Under 
Howard’s guidance, SDES members began donating 
plants and volunteering their time and experience 
toward making the Wild Animal Park’s epi 
collection the most outstanding public epi collection 

in the world. 
 Every Thursday 
Howard, hybridizer of 
the popular 'Miss 
Escondido', could be 
found working at the 
Park. During the “Green 
Thumb Show” weekend 
in May 1981, he gave an hour-long behind-the-
scenes tour of the Wild Animal Park’s greenhouses, 
including two epi lath houses built by SDES 
members.  In the May 13, 1981 edition of Epi News, 
Pat Stebbins wrote, “Those epies growing in the 16-
inch clay pots are just stunning, so large and 
healthy.  Howard’s loving care and hard work is 
evident wherever you look and the society is multi-
blessed that he didn’t take up wood-carving or 
sailing instead of epies!” 

 
     By mid-1982 the publicly-accessible lath house 
was deteriorating and SDES began planning a new 
one.  In July, 
volunteers began 
an inventory of 
the plants and 
began laying the 
plumbing for the 
new house.  
Volunteer Nate 
Ogdon kept 
everyone up-to-
date on their 
progress in a 
series of articles in Epi News.  That August he 
wrote, “While we were inventing, the plumbers got 
going on the sprinkler system.  One pushing, one 
pulling and one cutting and gluing tees for the 
sprinkler.  The plumbers got started on the original 
house (here, I think that Rube Goldberg DID do the 
original plumbing), in and out, under and over, but 
that didn’t take long and soon the basic pipe work 
was done and tested, but alas, not enough 
sprinklers….” 
 
     The Wild 
Animal Park 
leveled the 
site for the 
new house in 
September 
and in 
October, 
California 
Conservation 

George French, Kathy Van Arum, Betty and Howard Jones 
at “Beauty and the Beast” show in 1981 at the park  

Nate & Dorothy Ogdon 

‘Miss Escondido’ 

The display house 
being built by 
SDES members 
and a group of 
Navy chief petty 
officers who did 
the welding. 
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Corps crews dug post holes.  On October 16, 1982, 
the first pipe was cemented in. 
 
     “Now for the hard part,” Nate wrote in 
November. “The Brainwork, We tried that for 
about an hour and finally gave up and started 
putting the pipes in the holes that the CCC boys 
had drilled for us. Gotta admit though, that some of 
those holes were more than a little out of line (but 
thanks, fellows)… Out cement mixer crew, Ed 
(Post) and Leroy (Schraeder) fired up the old mixer 
and Putti-Putti, away we went! 
 
     “Some of us moved pipe up to the holes, others 
started getting them aligned, hopefully straight, up 
and down, both left and right…. Now the project is 
going like wildfire – well almost.  Soon we had 
two of them in, then another, and another -- and 
just when we had got the hang of it -- time out for 
lunch.  And only five to go to finish one row of the 
brutes — oh well, not bad when we had put 26 to 
standing tall.” 
     A group of Navy chief petty officers welded the 
framework and in February, 1983, the shade cloth 
went up.  “After the upright posts were in place (no 
easy task in itself, thanks to the working party 

again), the top had 
to be put on – so 
using some 
“connections”, 
three Navy chiefs 
came to our 
rescue.  They had 
to work against 
time, working on 
their weekends in 
some of the worst 
weather in years 
and finally, one 
week before the 

Western Pacific deployment, it was done.”  One of 
those Navy chiefs was Nate’s nephew.  Nate 
recalled the weather that they had to work in as “a 
hellacious wind storm.” 
 
 In March, 1983, volunteers began moving 
in potted plants.  “A good-sized working party 
mustered at the Wild Animal Park to commence 
the moving of plants from the upper house and the 
old house,” Nate reported in the April 1983 Epi 
News.  “In due time, after bending hooks on the 
wires and the usual discussion, always in calm, 
quiet voices, we got started… Gene (Lund) and Co. 

put up a lot of ties on the Saran [shade cloth].  That 
area is shaping up pretty good.  George French has 
done work on the Saran since this date.  It took a 
little while, but finally one could see what the new 
house was going to look like from the plant 
viewpoint.  They should love it– lots of growing 
room, lots of light and moving air.” 
 
     Once the Saran was up, things started moving 
fast.  “Now the gravel.  Now the wire hangers.  
Now plants.  Now, after six and a half months of 
volunteer labor and donations, it was done.”  The 
lath was stained and George French cut and painted 
giant wooden replicas of his hybrid epi 'Jennifer 
Ann' which were hung on either side of the main 
entrance.  Also out front was hung a plaque 
containing the 
names of the 
volunteers and 
donors who made 
the new display 
house possible.  
While the wooden 
epies are gone, the 
plaque remains. 
 
     A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony was held 
April 1983.  Nate 
wrote, “No press, 
no TV coverage, 
just about three 
dozen stalwarts 
there to watch Jim 
Gibbons, Wild 
Animal Park horticulturist, and Howard Jones cut 
the ribbon at 10:30 a.m., and the job was done… 
Then the hourly tours from the covered trail where, 
since 8:00 a.m., members had set up tables of 
blooms to whet appetites of the buying public.”  
Later that afternoon a potluck was held in the new 
house and about 165 “epiholics” attended. 
 
     

Continued next page 

Jim Gibbons & Howard Jones 
cutting the ribbon to open the new  

display house to the public. 

Shade cloth going up on the  
display house 

Safari Park continued... 
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“It’s not all done though,” Nate wrote in June.  “We 
are still moving plants in and out, back and forth, 
from one house to the other.  At the end of each 
working day it looks a little more done.”  In June, 
the Wild Animal Park poured a cement ramp at the 
entrance. 
 
     Originally the house had a center aisle that ran 
the length of the house. After it was completed, 
meetings, luncheons, and classes were often held in 
the display house. The first Epi Con (1986) was held 
in the lower house.  The aisle was then rerouted to 
zigzag through the house, in order to slow visitors 
down to look at the epies. 
 
     SDES volunteers didn’t stop once the house was 
done.  They continued to visit the Park and host 
visitors at the epi house.  In the July 1983 Epi News 
George French wrote, “June 25 was my day to 
host… At 9 a.m. I raked leaves that blew in the 
entrance, then cleaned old blooms from the plants.  
In doing so, I counted 160 beautiful blooms for the 
day’s showing, and 
another 50 blooms in the 
upper house.  At 10:00 
the first visitors arrived, 
and from then on an 
average of 10 to 20 
people were in the shade 
house all day.  The best 
blooms on display were 
four giant 'Sundance.'  In 
the reds, 'Radiant Fire' 
also had four blooms.  
Many visitors picked a 
perfect bloom of 'Dark 
Star' as their favorite.  
In the pink class, 

'Flirtation' would be my choice and 'Ben’s Laura' in 
the white category.” 
 
     Dick Chadwick, who pitched in to supervise 
work parties after Nate fell ill, recalled that at one 
time the Park had three epi houses.  The original one 
was a “log house” made of untreated tree trunks.  
“We outgrew that one and built the Howard Jones 
House which is what we call our work house or 
upper house now.  The log house started to lean and 
we tried to brace it, but it finally pulled itself down.  
By then the new house was built. (picture on page 8) 
 
     Other milestones for SDES volunteers at the 
Wild Animal Park include 1985 when the Park 
horticulture department presented “Friends of the 
Green” plaques to George French, Nate and Dorothy 
Ogdon, Howard Jones, Ron and Joan Miller and 
Dick Chadwick in recognition of their support for 
the botanical side of the Park.  (Though some of 
these friends have passed on, several were able to 
join us as our guests at our annual awards banquet 
on December 13, 2007: George French, Ron and 
Joan Miller, and Jim Gibbons, the then horticulturist 
for the Wild Animal Park, but an active member of 
SDES as well). 
 
     On April 19, 1986, Gina Lollobrigida, Italian 
actress and photographer, toured the epi display 
house and spent time photographing the flowers. 
 
     At the time, the two shade houses were called the 
“lower house” and the “upper house”.  The lower 
house was open to the public spring through fall and 
displayed over 600 plants, about 40 or which were 
species and related epiphytes.  In 2005 a special 
section was dedicated to hybrids of George French, 
known as the “George French Collection”.  Mel 
Horstman fashioned a beautiful wooden sign to 
identify this area of the house.   
 
     The upper house (the “Howard Jones House”, 
located behind and uphill from the display house) 
was considered a work house as well as a storage 
house for several hundred more epies.  All of the 
plants in both houses were donated by SDES 
members and are officially property of the Safari 
Park. 
 
 Maintaining the epi collection has been a 
challenge. From protecting the plants from winter 
weather to protecting them from deer, there’s always 
a new problem, challenge, or project to tackle.  “For 

Continued next page 

Gina Lollobrigida 

Epi Display House 1984 with a center aisle and epies 
potted in clay pots.  
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a while the deer were eating the fuchsias in the 
fuchsia house,” Dick (Chadwick) recalled.  “Once 
they (Wild Animal Park) fenced the fuchsias, the 
deer started on the epies.  They finally had to start 
keeping the shade cloth down and closing the doors 
to keep deer out.”  Although there was one time 
they locked a deer inside the Epi Display House.  It 
was not uncommon for SDES volunteers to come in 
early in the morning and have to chase deer out of 

the Epi Display House.  
Deer have been 
devastating to the epies 
over the years including 
eating a George French 
hybrid ‘Orphan Annie’ 
that we have been 
unable to replace and 
fear no longer exists. 
The local native deer 
(Southern Mule Deer) 
occur in Orange, 

Riverside and San Diego counties. The native deer 
have been an issue for many years. After creation of 
the Australian exhibit in 2017, the Park built a ten-
foot fence around parts of the areas surrounding the 
new exhibit and the epi display and collection to 
keep the deer out.  The local deer are also an issue 
for the marsupials in the exhibit.  Today, the deer 
are kept away and the display can be enjoyed all 
year round.   
 
     Caring for more than 1,500 plants can be time 
consuming, but volunteers have developed an 
efficient, workable routine.  With 12 volunteers 
working in teams of two, all the plants in both 
houses can be fed in one morning.  The plants are 
fed twice a year with granule fertilizer– in February 
to promote blooms, and after the blooming season 
in July or August, with a general fertilizer to 

support growth. Workers weed and trim as they 
manually fertilize each plant. 
 
     Sprinklers are automatically set to go on twice a 
week for 45 minute periods during the spring and 
summer.  In particularly hot and dry spells, 
additional hand watering is frequently done. In the 
winter season sprinklers go on just once a week 
depending on the amount of rain we get. 
 
     With the often freezing winter nights the Wild 
Animal Park experiences, protecting the epies has 
been a real challenge, and up until the early 1990s 
not always successful. 
 
 The house was covered with plastic and 
heaters were installed in January 1989, but that 
didn’t prevent a severe frost from nearly wiping out 
the entire collection in March 1990.  The south side 
of the house was the worst hit.  Many plants were 
lost and heater failure during the cold spell was 
blamed.  While members still displayed blooms 
during the annual Green Thumb Show that year, 
they were not able to sell cuttings.  The following 
January, all the plants were removed from the 
hangers and placed in plastic huts to protect them 
from frost.   
 
     The current system was then installed.  The 
lower house was closed for the winter, with the two 
entrance flaps secured and sprinkler heads are 

adjusted to a fine mist that covers a seven-foot 
radius.  An automatic temperature gauge is set to 
turn the mist on when temperatures drop to 28 
degrees; they stay on until the temperature rises five 

‘Orphan Annie’  

The George French Collection was in the  back right hand 
quarter of the epi display house. 

The Epi Display House entrance in 2015 
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degrees.  So far, this method has proved successful; 
few plants have been lost to frost damage. 
 
     In 1992 and 1993, volunteers transplanted the 
epies into 7 x 8½ inch dark green composition pots 
in a move to gradually retire the heavy, old terra 
cotta pots.  The plants looked like they were in terra 
cotta pots, but, in fact, they were in green plastic 
pots inside the terra cotta. In 2015 the terra cotta 
pots were finally retired, in order to make space for 
more plants and to reduce the weight on the epi 
display house structure. The plants have been 
repotted into terra cotta colored plastic pots. Hand-
written plastic tags were replaced with typed, easy-
to-read labels on aluminum plates.  These labels 
should last many years. 
 
     Things at the Park stayed pretty quiet and steady 
throughout the 1990s and the first decade of the 
new millennium. The guests enjoyed the display 
house and epies most of the year, and learned about 
these plants and their habitat. Volunteers worked to 
maintain the collection and display, educating the 
guest, and always much camaraderie between the 
members. Oh, we can’t forget we learn a lot about 
epies.   
  
     In 2006 SDES hosted Epi Con X at the Wild 

Animal Park. One of the nicest highlights of 
EpiCon X was the wedding of members Svante and 
Marika Lundqvist of Sweden in the Epi Display 
House.  SDES member Pastor Vern Hettinger from 
Michigan chose to perform the ceremony in a 
special part of the epi house: underneath his own 
namesake, a George French hybrid ‘Vern 
Hettinger’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        In 2009 the Wild Animal Park instituted a 
formal volunteer system.  Previously, we were 
horticulture volunteers and worked directly with the 
horticulture department at the Safari Park.  Since 
the creation of the volunteer program we not only 
work closely with the horticulture department but 
also enjoy the support of the staff who oversee the 
volunteers through the Zoo and Park.  The hours we 
work at the park are collected and support San 
Diego Zoo Global (SDZG) for grants. The 
volunteer program has been a major boost for 
SDZG and the guests who visit. SDES is proud to 
be a part of it.   
 
     In 2010 the name of the park changed from the 
San Diego Wild Animal Park to San Diego Zoo 
Safari Park.  
 
     Sandra Chapin wanted to honor her late husband 
Roger for his dedication and contributions to SDES 
and the epi collection at the park. Roger served as 
coordinator from 2003-2008. In 2010 Mildred 
Mikas spearheaded a fundraiser drive to raise funds 
for a memorial bench at the Park.  $12,000.00 was 
raised and the bench was dedicated in January 2011 
to many 
wonderful 
epi folks. 
The bench 
is currently 
in the 
Epiphyllum 
Trail. The 
plaque is 
inscribed as 
follows. 
      
      

Safari Park continued... 

L- Vern Hettinger, Mike Davis in background and  
R- Svante and Marika Lundqvist getting married 

‘Vern Hettinger’ 
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     Over the years the Park had been expanding 
their animal collection and adding new exhibits 
near the epi display house. In 2011 the Park was 
making changes.  They wanted the space where the 
upper house was.  They needed the space to park 
their trucks.  The upper house had been 
deteriorating and the volunteers had been doing 

their best to keep the wooden structure repaired.  In 
August of 2011 we emptied out the upper house, 
moved all the plants to the display house. We also 
moved all the cacti and succulents we had planted 
on the hillside to keep it more stable.  Later in the 
month the Park demolished the old work house 
(upper house).  In April of 2012 a new metal work 
house was built next to the site of the display house.  
A generous donation of $10,000 came from Park 
donors Peg and Peri Urvek and the remaining 
$12,000 came from the SDES Safari Park epi 
monies to build a metal 40’x50’x10’ shade house. 
This replaced the old upper house.  A beautiful 
yellow George French hybrid was named for the 
donors, ‘Peg N’ Peri’.  We are grateful for their 
support.  
Construction 
was completed 
and we moved 
all the plants 
that were being 
stored in the 
display house to 
the work house 
just in time for 
the 2012 Epi 
Con XIII. 
 
     Since 1987 the San Diego Bonsai Club had a 
display just next to (to the east of) the Epi Display 
House.  In 2011 they opened their new display the 
Bonsai Pavilion where the old fuchsia display was 
located and SDES was offered the space where the 
old Bonsai display had been.  Plans were made but 
nothing happened and it was a good thing too. 
During this time plans for Tiger Trail was in 
process would bring more guests up to this part of 
the Park including the gardens. In 2014, with the 
opening of Tiger Trails, the Park decided they 
didn’t want guests crossing a service road to get to 

The memorial bench in the old display house with L-R 
Elizabeth Glover, Mildred & Gerry Mikas,  

Sandra Chapin, Bill Green, and Jean Costanzo. 

Workers from 
Scott Fence 
constructed the 
new work house 
that replaced old 
upper house 

Below - Cindy 
Decker making sure 
the sprinklers are 
working properly 
before the plants 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The memorial 
bench today in 
the Epiphyllum 
Trail for all to 
rest and enjoy 
the beauty of 
the display.  
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Sandra Chapin 
placing the first 
plant in the new 

work house. 

‘Peg N’ Peri’ 
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the Epi Display House.  This service road was used 
by the animal keepers moving throughout the Park.  
So the house remained closed for the 2014 and 2015 
seasons.  To provide beautiful blooms for the guests, 
epi plants were moved to the Kapanda Banda area 
nearby in the Conifer Arboretum for a couple of 
years. This proved to be an interesting yet failed 
experiment.  There was a brief moment when it was 
thought the epi display would move to this area; the 
Park even provided early drawings for an epi garden.  

Park guests were 
complaining they 
couldn’t get into the 
Epi Display house.  
The Park then 
created a roped off 
pathway across the 
service road to allow 
their guests a safe 
route to enter into 
the Epi Display 
house during the 
blooming season.   

     Plans were 
starting to 
formulate for a 
new exhibit to 
take over the 

Kapanda Banda and Conifer Arboretum area.  A 
new Australian exhibit was in the works.  In 2016 
we were told by horticulture director Cary Sharp 
about a new space for the epi display. It would be 
behind Tiger Trail and near Condor Ridge.   
 
     This was both happy and sad news. It was 
devastating to lose the epi display house that we 
have all loved for so many years.  We are resilient 
and adapt.  

     In June 2017, three quarters of the Epi Display 
House was demolished.  We had packed the plants 
into the remaining part of the display house and 
work house and the 
Park's greenhouse for 
some time before they 
could be moved to the 
new area.  In May 2018 
the new Epiphyllum 
Trail display area 
opened -- just in time to 
host another EpiCon at 
the Park.  The display is 
open all year for Park 
guests to enjoy.  This 
display is very different 

then what we had in the past.  It is open and an 
attempt to create a more natural looking display.  
The epies are hanging from 12-metal trees. All 
around the display are both hybrids and epiphytic 
cacti species and companion plants such as 
bromeliads, orchids, ferns, begonia, and other plants.  
This is a work in progress and we are figuring out 
how to make this work as best as it can.      
 

Epies hanging in the Ficus 
trees in the Kupanda area 

Cary Sharp  
Horticulture Director  
from 1990-2017 

A mostly emptied 
display house in 
preparation for 

demolition 

Above and right are 
the before and after 
pictures of the display 
house site.  

Plants were packed 
into the remaining 
25% of the display 

house now being 
transformed into 

another work house. 
Plants were also 

moved to temporary 
locations before the 

Epiphyllum Trail was 
complete.   
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Safari Park continued... 

     Today, care of the 
Safari Park epi 
collection is under the 
supervision of Jerry 
Moreau. At present 
SDES has about 25 
members who 
volunteer on a regular 
basis with about 12-15 
who meet at the Park at 
lease twice a month to 
care for the many 
hundreds of plants in 

the two work houses and the Epiphyllum Trail.  In 
addition to caring for the plants, volunteers maintain 
the areas and keep the grounds looking beautiful.   
 
     Cuttings from the Park’s collection are sold in the 
Park’s “Nairobi Plant Trader” and a yearly sale and 
show are held the first weekend in May.  The profit 
from these cuttings makes the 
epiphyllum collection and display 
mostly self-sufficient.  Income 
covers the cost of fertilizer, pots, 
labels, potting mix, and tools.  
Over the years, it covered the cost 
of new shade cloth, painting the 
pipes that were showing much 
rust, and updating the sprinkler 
system. 
 
     And naturally the work continues.  There is always 
something going on at the Park.  Volunteers work to 
keep the collection and display looking good. 
Volunteers also interact with the Park guests, sharing 

information about the plants and their habitat.   
 
     Many visitors are drawn to the Safari Park by the 
allure of the animals and few expect to see the 
extensive plant collections maintained there.  The epi 
collection housed at the Park is the finest epi 
collection on public display and is one of the reasons 
why the Safari Park qualifies as a botanical garden.  
Each spring the Park receives many calls inquiring 
when the flowers are in bloom. 
 
     The collection and display has been featured three 
times in the SDZG ZOONOOZ magazine. In May of 
1995 with an article by Patricia Neal, The May issue 
of ZOONOOZ has a five-page article on the Wild 
Animal Park's Epiphyllum Houses complete with 
color photos from SDES.  In 2010 an article by 
Sandra Chapin and Jerry Moreau was published in 
May of that year. And again in 2018 a two page 
spread by the staff of ZOONOOZ to celebrate the 
opening of the new display Epiphyllum Trail.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Moreau 

Some of the wonderful epi volunteers at the park in the new 
display area.  
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     SDES salutes all the women and men who have 
stepped up and volunteered past and present.  I thank 
the volunteers who have come forth to contribute in 
the myriad ways to the construction and maintenance 
of this exceptional collection and display.  I would 
like to thank SDZG for their efforts in creating and 
maintaining a wonderful and visionary relationship 
with SDES.  I look forward to continuing this  
beautiful relationship with the park for many years 
to come.  
 

SDES Safari Park Coordinators / Curators 
 

1976-1981  Howard Jones 
1981-1983 Nate Ogdon  
1984-1990 Dick Chadwick 
1990-1992 Dick Chadwick / Pat Barrett 
1993-2001 Pat Barrett 
2001-2002 Bill Koch 
2003-2008 Roger Chapin 
2008-present Jerry Moreau 
 

See the next page for more information about the 
SDES Park Coordinators. 
 

Safari Park Horticulture Directors: 
1974-1990  Jim Gibbons 
1990-2017 Cary Sharp 
2018-2019 John Horne 

2019-present Raj Browne 
 

John Horne 
Horticulture 

Director 
2018-2019 

 
Raj Browne 
The current 
Horticulture 
Director 

Sales over the years at the Safari Park 
Above 2005 with Bill Greene and Jerry Moreau 

Below 2010 with Velma & Ron Crain and Beth Jackson 

Above are Velma & Ron Crain 
and Beth Jackson having a bit of 

fun during a sale at the park. 
Barb Alvarez also ready to lend a 

helping had.  

Boxes of cuttings all bagged 
ready for happy customers.  
Flower displays at the sale 
that are sure to attract the 

curious guest who have 
never seen an epi.  Jerry Moreau with Monty the 

Meerkat at an epi sale at the 
Wild Animal Park in 2007 
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Howard Jones 1976-1981 
 

     A founding member of the society, Howard, in the mid 
1970s set off on a quest. He and park horticulture director 
Jim Gibbons got together to plan an epi display like the 
world has never seen.  In 1976 their dream came to 
fruition and today we are grateful for all their work.  
SDES was fully behind Howard’s idea and many years 
later we still carry on his dream.  The 
display and collection has taken on 
different forms over the years and its 
beauty continues to be a crowd pleaser.  
Howard continues to live on at the park 
through his namesake ‘Howard L. Jones’, 
a George French hybrid. 

Nate Ogdon 1981-1983 
 
     Howard didn’t stop volunteering at the park but did  
pass on the leadership.  Nate continued to work on 
Howard’s dream. On October 16, 1982 Nate noted in 
the newsletter that the volunteers arrived at the crack of 
dawn to start on the new shade house.  In April 1983 
the new display house, a large 210’ x 40’ shade house 
was opened. Howard’s dream had been realized.  Nate 
also served as Vice President of the society.  

Dick Chadwick 1984-1992 
 

     Dick took over at the park with Nate’s health in 
decline. He had been involved at the park for many years 
before becoming coordinator. Dick over saw many sales, 
shows, and  work parties at the park.  During his time 
money was also raised for a new misting system.  In 1985 
the park’s Horticulture Director Jim Gibbons presented 
plaques honoring  members of SDES as “Friend of the 
Green” recognizing them for outstanding support of the 
botanical side of the park.  Those honored were George 
French, Nate and Dorothy Ogdon, Howard Jones, Ron and 
Joan Miller , and Dick Chadwick. In 1988 SDES hosted 
the first EpiCon at the park. 1990 Dick was co-coordinator 
with Pat Barrett who took over in 1992. Dick was a 
hybridizer and also served the society as a Director, 
Security, and Pre-Meeting Workshop Coordinator.     

By Jerry Moreau 

Park Coordinators Keep Epies in the Public Eye  
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Pat Barrett 1992-2001 
 

     Pat came on board to the society and started helping out at the park in the 
1980s.  She continued the work that was started by her predecessors 
maintaining the quality of the  collection and display at the park.  She started 
“gradually” retiring the old terra cotta pots. The plants look like they’re in terra 
cotta pots, but, in fact, they’re in green plastic pots inside the terra cotta.  
During her time the layout was changed from an open middle aisle to a 
winding zig-zag to move guest to the new dinosaur exhibit at the park. It was 
also noted by President Margret Pethley that Pat Barrett, who "carries a whip 
at the Wild Animal Park where the epi houses are something we 
can point to with pride."  Pat also served the society as 2nd VP, 
Director, and Holiday Banquet Coordinator.  Pat continues to be at 
the park through her namesake ’Pat Barrett’, a Dick Chadwick 

hybrid.     

Bill Koch 2001-2002 
 

     Bill had a short stint taking over for Pat. He 
kept things at the park going well and the display 
looking good.  Bill also served the society as 
Director.  

Roger Chapin 2003-2008 
 

     Roger had been volunteering at the park for a while before he 
become the next coordinator. Roger’s love of epies was 
contagious. He loved to play in the dirt. There wasn’t an epi that 
Roger didn’t like. He would remind the volunteers that there is 
always room for one more epi. To that end, Roger placed an order 
for epies from Germany to increase the diversity of epies in the 
collection.  Roger has also served the society as President, 
Director, and Pre-Meeting Workshop Coordinator. He and his wife 
Sandra’s garden were the place for many social events. Sandra 
continues to volunteer at the park today.  Roger’s namesake 
‘Sandra’s Roger’, a Latimer hybrid, keeps his spirit alive and with 
us at the park. 

Jerry Moreau 2008-present 
 

     Jerry is the current coordinator. His thirst for epi knowledge brought him to help 
out and learn all about epies at the park and Roger was a great teacher.  Much has 
happened during these most recent years. The upper house, AKA the Howard Jones 
House was torn down in 2011 and replaced with a metal shade house closer to the 
display house.  In 2017 the display house that was Howard Jones’ vision was mostly 
demolished to make way for a new Australian exhibit.  The 
display was replaced with a very different epi display, the 
Epiphyllum Trail. This new display has 12 metal trees which 
support pots of epies. It is a somewhat more natural environment 
compared to the display shade house. Along side the epies are 
many companion plants. This new look is more in line with a 
botanical garden environment.  Jerry has also served in many 
position for the society.  His namesake ‘Jemo’, a Rudolf Heßing 
Herick hybrid, will soon be part of the collection at the park.  

Park Coordinators continued 
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Epiphyllum Society Charter Signed by First Members 

 On the previous page is the original charter establishing the San Diego Epiphyllum 

Society.  For the first year it was kept open for all new members to sign as charter members.  

You may recall that earlier this year we couldn’t find our original, but the lost has been found.  

The framed charter is now kept in secure storage and will be available for viewing on special 

occasions. 

 The signatures on the charter are listed below.  Some of the members that first year who 

could have signed but didn’t include spouses of signers as well as Betty Cox, Bob Bossier, Glen 

Heyer, Cleores Hardin, Jean Hapeman, Jack Ramay. 

Dr. J.W. Troxell 

Miriam Troxell 

William H. Nelson 

Richard Hartford 

Dorothy W. Hartford 

George French 

Owen Hamilton 

Gladys Harper 

Dr. Leroy N. Phelps 

R. Myers 

D.G. Dalgleish 

M. Grant Standley 

Eva A. Clover 

Eleanor Norvich 

Ione Hubner 

Vera Crousen 

Hazel A. Jacob 

Robert C. McNeil 

Virginia Buckner 

Penny Bunker 

Walter Bunker 

Eleanor Gilliam 

Petey Kelley 

Shala J. McNeil 

“Gene” C. Schmedding 

Thelma Rader 

George Norvich 

Ruth Nelson 

Veronica Popelar 

Walter A. Popelar 

Richard G. Latimer Jr. 

Anthony D’Attilie 

Rose G. Attilie 

Fred Rathmann 

Dorothy Rathmann 

Walter R. Scott 

Howard L. Jones 

Floyd L. Gable 

Theresa Karas Yianilos 

Spero J. Yianilos 

Margaret E. Cooper 

Warren Buckner 

Dr. and Mrs. Troxell at the 
SDES table. 

Casa del Prado The dedication ceremony for the refurbished building was held 

November 14, 1971 and was celebrated with a garden show in the Majorca Room featuring all 

the Balboa Park botanical members.  SDES displayed tables filled with Epiphyllum hybrids 

and other epiphytic cacti such as E. chrysocardium, Rhipsalis pachyptera and a grafted E. 

darrahii.  Off-season blooms open for the event were ‘Dibuk’ and ‘Italian Princess.”  Prior to 

the building’s opening all garden shows and meetings were held in the old Floral Building. 
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      Prior to the official formation of SDES in 1970, the County of San Diego 
recognized the society with a special proclamation proclaiming May 1969 as 
Epiphyllum Month.  It also announced that SDES would furnish and plant 
Epiphyllum at the County Administration Center and participate in shows 
promoting San Diego’s 200th anniversary including at the Arcadia Arboretum. 

May 1969 Epiphyllum Month 
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     As we approach the 
end of this very eventful 
year and the beginning 
of our 51st year as an 
organization it is 
perhaps a good time to 
look forward and 

anticipate what the future holds. Reflecting back on 
this year we met some pretty amazing challenges. 
Things started out pretty normal with all of our 
regular meetings and events. We prepared for the 
annual Mother’s Day show with a theme that 
focused on our past. We were anticipating the 50th 
anniversary, and we had made plans to celebrate our 
flowers and accomplishments with great fanfare and 
fun. But then we were closed down, sent home, and 
told to socially distance from each other. For a 
bunch of flower loving, socially focused people it 
was a hard pill to swallow. But we rose to the 
challenge. We discovered Zoom and online 
meetings, we hosted an online flower show through 
Facebook, and using our website we conducted one 
of our most successful cutting and plant sales in our 
history. Our volunteer activities at the Safari Park 
were curtailed and only slowly have we been able to 
get back to our volunteer work. Who would have 
thought we could get all these things done during a 
pandemic that required periodic quarantine and 
caused so much confusion and consternation for the 
members of our club and the rest of the world. I 
think we can be very proud of all we were able to do 
to stay connected and keep our organization 
flourishing and even growing.  
 
     But now we need to look to the future and our 
next fifty years. It is quite likely that we will have to 

continue social distancing well into the next year. 
So, what do we anticipate going forward? This year 
has shown us that we should enhance our digital 
efforts to reach out to a broader epi community. 

Everyone loves epies, us especially, and every year 
more and more people discover our beautiful 
blooms and amazing hybrids and species of 

epiphytic plants. There is a thirst for more 
information on how to grow and care for epies. It is 
my hope that we can embrace and improve our 

online presence out in the world. Some of us will 

become better at creating and 
posting videos to YouTube, 

others of us will probably 
become more proficient at 
using the internet and online 

meeting platforms so that we 
can stay in touch with our 
members who do not live in 

the San Diego area. It has been 
suggested that we keep doing 
some form of Zoom meetings 

going forward so our membership near and far can 
participate more easily in our meetings. I anticipate 
there will be an online sale or two in our future and 

will likely continue even after we are able to resume 
in-person sales. Given the opportunities that are 
available to us in using social media and websites it 
is quite likely that our membership will continue to 

grow. New ideas and ways to benefit our Members 
Only section of our web page will be welcome. It 
has been suggested that those of us with speaking 

skills develop programs and talks that might be 
given at the Safari Park along our Epiphyllum Trail, 
especially during peak blooming season. It might be 

fun to develop our own speaker’s bureau and do 
more outreach to other garden clubs and 
organizations. It is not all about technology, but If 

you have ideas or skills that can help us in this 
increasingly digital age that will help us to reach out 
to our members near and far, please speak up. All 

hands are needed as we move into the future. 

Looking Back and Looking Forward:  
What the Future Holds 

by Gretchen Ward 

The December issue of the 
Epi News will be dedicated 
to Dick Kohlschreiber. 
Please send us 
(EpiNews@sdepis.org) 
any photos and anecdotes 
about Dick that you would 
like to share.  

mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org
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 Watch weather reports for  freezing 

temperatures.  In areas that freeze, plants can be 
protected for a short period with newspaper, but 
plastic sheeting will provide more durable 
protection. 

 If epies are subjected to hail, r inse the ice 

off immediately.  Prolonged contact with ice can 
damage the plants more than the impact. 

 Protect against strong winds.  Plants in 

hanging pots are subject to broken branches as 
they bump into other pots or are knocked to the 
ground. 

 Withhold fertilizers as plants become semi-

dormant. 

 Avoid over watering. Epies require less 

watering during the cool, rainy season. 

 Winter rains are good for epies.  Collect 

rainwater in opaque containers and cover 
containers to keep debris out.  Don't let pots on 
benches sit in puddles of water. 

 Continue to keep an eye on snails and slugs. 

 Keep plants and containers free of debris. 

 Monitor plants for root fungus diseases.  

Discoloration of branches just above the soil level 
may well indicate problems below the soil. 

 Check fruit for ripeness. 

Now is the Time Off-Season Blooms 
 

     This list is a bit of informal research of off-
season epi blooms. Here you can track which epies 
have been blooming consistently off-season over the 
years.  
 

     If you would like to add to the research and list 
what epies have been blooming in your yard, email 
the editors with your list of off-season blooms. 
 

     Here is what has been blooming in August. 
 

Terence Brashear (Vista): ‘Felicino Flash’, 
’Harald Knebel’, ’Herbert S. Irwin’, ‘Jalisco Grace’, 
‘Jalisco Starlight’, ’Kodi II’, ‘Thirty Wishes’, 
‘Vittorio’ 
Sandra Chapin (Rancho Bernardo): ‘Jalisco 
Flirt’, ‘Michael Rachfahl’, ‘Ramona Paetz’ 
David Cheever (San Diego): ‘George’s Favorite’ 
Cindy Decker (La Mesa): ‘Epi Society, ‘Fluid 
Orange’ 
Patricia Frank (San Diego): ‘George’s Favorite’, 
‘Pixie Dust’ 
Gilbert & Gail Hatfield (Lemon Grove): ‘Jalisco 
Beauty’, ‘Jalisco Disco’, ‘Padre’ 
Beth Jackson (San Diego):  
Disocactus macranthus hybrid , ‘Kodi II’,  
‘Guiding Star’, ‘Harald Knebel’ 
Barb Landon (Manhattan Beach, CA): ‘Golden 
Due’, Ruby Pinwheel’ 
Jerry Moreau (San Diego): ‘Jalisco Flirt’ 
Patricia Neal (San Diego): ‘Kiwi Musical’, 
‘Marmalade ’N’ Honey’, ‘Ruby Pinwheel’  
Tim Paule (Lakeside): ‘Felcino Flash’ 
Safari Park (San Pasqual Valley): ‘Cloud 
Dancer’, ‘George’s Favorite’, ‘Jalisco Beauty’, 
‘Jalisco Joy’, ‘Herbert S. Irwin’ 
Paula Reynolds (San Diego): ‘Cynthia’, ‘Jalisco 
Queen’, ‘Kodi II’ 
Theo Sieg (Marin County): ‘Alchemy’, ‘Jalisco 
Beauty’, ‘Guiding Star’ 
Linda Sinkovic (Santa Cruz): ‘Jalisco Disco’, 
‘Kodi II’  
Pat Shea (Por t Char lotte, FL): ‘Fringe of Gold’,  
‘Jalisco Starlight’, ’Kalagatha’, ‘Wenig Puppe’   
Janice Wakefield (El Cajon): ‘Bruni’, ‘Jugend’ 
Gretchen Ward (San Diego): ‘Cadet’,  
 ‘Christmas Elf’, ‘Jalisco Grace’, ‘Jalisco Queen’, 
‘Herbert S. Irwin’, ‘Harald Knebel’  

Species Blooming 
 
Ron & Velma Crain (Chula Vista): 
Ephiphllum hookeri ssp. hookeri, E. pumilum  
Safari Park (San Pasqual Valley): E. hookeri 
ssp. hookeri, E. hookeri ssp. guatamalense, 
Rhipsalis sulcata  
Paula Reynolds (San Diego):  
Disocactus anguliger 
Theo Sieg (Marin County): D. macranthus,  
E. pumilum, Selenicereus anthonyanus  
Linda Sinkovic (Santa Cruz): D. anguliger, 
Lepiesmium cruciforme, L. houlletianum ssp 
regnellii, Rhipsalis elliptica, R. pacheco-leonis 
'Big Flowers', R. pilocarpa,  R. puniceodiscus, 
R. teres forma capilliformis  
Gretchen Ward (San Diego): D. macranthus,  
D. anguliger, E. oxypetalum, E. pumilum,  
E. thomasianum. 



As a benefit to members here is a list of resources 
for members.  If you know of any resources you 
would like to have included, contact the editors.   
 
Epi Nurseries: 
 
Epi Galleria — Mark Piette 
http://www.epigalleria.com/  
 
Epi Haven https://epihaven.com/    
 
Epiphyllum World  — Don Cravalho  
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world 
 
Garden Jewels Nursery — Katie Lutz 
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/  
 
Kakteen Haage — Ulrich Haage 
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/     
Passionate gardener since 1685  
 
Pacific Epiphyllum — Chris Welcher   
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/   

Plant Societies: 
 
Epiphyllum Society of America 
Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 1st Tuesday 
of every month except in December or January- 
at the Los Angeles County Arboretum, 301 N. 
Baldwin Ave, Arcadia, CA in the Bamboo 
Room.  
http://epiphyllums.org/ 
 

San Diego Bromeliad Society  
2nd Saturday of the month @ 10:00 am 
Balboa Park, Casa del Prado, room 104 
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/ 
 

San Francisco Epiphyllum Society 
1st Thursday of the month @ 7:30 p.m. 
The Strybing Arboretum  
San Francisco County Fair Building 
9th Avenue at Lincoln Way 
San Francisco, CA 94122 
http://www.sfepi.org/ 
 

South Bay Epiphyllum Society 
2nd Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 p.m.  
South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw 
Blvd, Palos Verdes Peninsula CA, 90275 

Resources 
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 News of interest to SDES membership, brief 
articles about our members, or our community 
are welcome.   

 Send any articles, photos, and questions.   

 Send submissions as a Word or Google 
document. Items can also be sent as text 
pasted into an email body. No PDFs 

 Please limit formatting. Avoid excessive 
bolding or tabs. Avoid words in all CAPS. 
Please proofread and spellcheck, esp. names. 

 Send photos as JPEGs. Please attach to an 
email to submit to the Editor. 

 All photos need caption and photographer's 
name. Photos need photographer's permission.  

 Use of photos is at Editor's discretion. 

 Send videos as MP4 or as a YouTube link. 
Videos must have videographer's permission. 

 Materials and submissions need contributor's 
name.   

 All submissions are at the editor’s discretion. 

 Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 
for inclusion in the following month’s Epi 
News. 

 If you are not sure?  Send it anyway. Email 
the editors at: EpiNews@sdepies.org 

Mission Statement 
 

SDES is a community of epi growers who 
encourage the study of epies and the interchange of 
ideas on growing, displaying, and collecting epies 

and its related species. 

Epi News Submissions 

SDES Officers 
 
President  Cindy Decker  
1st Vice President  Patricia Frank  
2nd Vice President Gretchen Ward 
Treasurer  Dennis Hughes  

Recording Sec. Sue Aldrich 
Corresponding Sec.  Beth Jackson 
Membership Sec. Beth Jackson 
Director 2020-21  Gilbert Hatfield 
Director 2020-21 Mildred Mikas 

Director 2020-21  David Cheever 

Director 2019-20  Ron Crain  

Director 2019-20 Paula Reynolds  

http://www.epigalleria.com/
https://epihaven.com/
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/
http://epiphyllums.org/
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/
http://www.sfepi.org/
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News


              Keep In Touch 
 

Members are the most important part of our society. The epies are what bind us. 
Together we create more beauty for all to enjoy. As in any group, we are more potent 
together. Lifelong friendships are made in the society. Knowledge, plants, and passions 
are shared between members. Mostly, fun is had by all. We have members all over the 
world. 
 

Corresponding Secretary Corresponding@sdepies.org 
Membership Secretary Beth Jackson at 858-692-0314 or Membership@sdepies.org     
Newsletter Editors Jerry Moreau at 619-208-7654 and Linda Sinkovic at EpiNews@sdepies.org  

SDES is an all volunteer  
organization and needs you!  

Get Well Wishes 
 

Please keep these members in your  
thoughts and prayers. 

 

Chuck Everson, Mel Horstman,  
& Emily Lovci 

 

And to be mindful of any member, family, 
or friends who are suffering during this 

pandemic. 
 

To all our members who live near the 
fires, may they be safe.  

 

May we all be well and safe  
until we meet again  
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SDES now has a YouTube channel  
 

Check it out!!!!!! https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIuiTcWMQvn_GCVxNu7YltQ 

We are fortunate to have so many people 
volunteering time and effort to make our society 
work well and be a success. However for our 
society to remain a success we need you to 
continue to volunteer. Are you interested in being 
part of the leadership of the society?  We are open 
to new people, new ideas, and more fun. Please 
consider volunteering for a position, especially if 
you have not yet served — the more people 
involved the less any one person will have to do.   

SDES 40th anniversary  

mailto:Corresponding@sdepis.org?subject=Corresponding%20Secretary
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org?subject=Membership
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIuiTcWMQvn_GCVxNu7YltQ
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One Last Thing 

Continued next page 

     We thought we would conclude this anniversary 
issue with one more look at what we all love: epies. 
Here we have some of the best of the best: winners 
of the President’s Choice for the George French 
Award. This trophy is named in honor of this 
founding member and is given by the current SDES 
president for their favorite Epi flower, thus the 
“President’s Choice”. Eligibility for this trophy is an 
open field– nursery, hybridizer, private grower, 
named or unnamed, seedling, or old favorite. This 
trophy is a gift of Chuck Everson and Jerry 
Williams of Rainbow Gardens Nursery. 
 
     At the SDES Annual Awards Banquet on 
December 9, 1992 a new perpetual trophy honoring 
George French was unveiled.  Chuck Everson of 
Rainbow Gardens announced the new award named 
―The President‘s Choice for the George French 
Award. Keeping the award a surprise Chuck shared 
that evening when presenting the award  “Right 
from the very beginning there has been one person 
considered to be a driving force in our club. This 
person has donated thousands of hours of his 

personal time to help the club grow and prosper. A 
past president and board member this special 
individual has helped mold our club into one of the 
most successful garden societies in San Diego 
County. Without mentioning George by name, he 
listed George’s many contributions to SDES: 
Charter Member, past president and board member. 
Volunteer at the Wild Animal Park (WAP) Epi 
House for 17 years, Volunteer at the Sea World Epi 
Show and Sale for four years. Volunteer at the 
Beauty and Beast Epi Show and Sale at WAP for 14 
years, as well as helping put on the WAP Epi Show 
for 17 years. Displayed at the annual Mother‘s Day 
Show continuously for 21 years. Chairman of the 
Mother‘s Day Show for eight years. And held open 
houses and garden tours at his home many, many 
times throughout the past 20 years. ―Now, all of 
the above would make this man famous throughout 
San Diego County, Chuck continued, ―but it 
doesn‘t stop there. And why is that? Because the 
gentleman is famous the world over for being one of 
the foremost Epiphyllum hybridizers of our time!” 

1993 ‘Ninja’    Don Patterson 
1994 ‘Petal Pusher’  Gray/Davis Epiphyllum 
1995 ‘Forever Young’ Jean Costanzo 
1996 ‘My-O-My’  Dick Kohlschreiber 
1997 ‘Montezuma’  Pat Neal 
1998 ‘Ruby Snowflake’ Nate & Dorothy Ogdon 
1999 ‘Jennifer Ann’  Gray/Davis Epiphyllums 

‘Ninja’ 

‘Forever Young’ 
 

‘Ruby Snowflake’ 

‘Petal Pusher’ 

‘Jennifer Ann’ 

‘Montezuma’ 

‘My-O-My’ 



Continued next page 
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‘Alpine Lace’ 

‘Mojave Gold’ 

‘Doris W. Pittman’ 

‘Pop’ 

‘Rickety’ 

‘Esther Clark’ 

‘Falling In Love’ 

‘Mildred Mikas’ 

‘Follow Your Heart’ 

2000 ‘Ruby Snowflake’ Nate & Dorothy Ogdon 
2001 ‘Rickety’  Nate & Dorothy Ogdon 
2002 ‘Pop’   George French 
2003 ‘Alpine Lace’  George French 
2004 ‘Doris W. Pittman’ Ken Loomis 
2005 ‘Mojave Gold’  Roger & Sandra Chapin 
2006 ‘Esther Clark’  Derek Obayashi 
2007 ‘Mildred Mikas’ Derek Obayashi 
2008 ‘Falling In Love’ Derek Obayashi 
2009 ‘Follow Your Heart’ Ken Loomis 

‘Ruby Snowflake’ 

President’s Choice continued... 



2010 ‘Crystal Claret’  Don Patterson 
2011 ‘Jeffrey Kida’  Derek Obayashi 
2012 ‘Mango Tango’  Don Patterson 
2013 ‘French Gold’ x  
 ‘Chiba Lovely Dawn’  Derek Obayashi 
2014 ‘Yavapai County’ x  
 ‘Meadowlark’   Evelyn Sharaki 
2015 ‘Falling In Love’ Derek Obayashi 
2016 ‘Glad Rags’  Safari Park Collection 
2017 ‘Sierra Thompson’ Derek Obayashi 
2018 ‘Pure Of Heart’  Barb Alvarez 
2019 ‘Kiwi Candyfloss’ Sandra Chapin 

‘Crystal Claret’ 
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‘Jeffrey Kida’ 

‘Mango Tango’ 

‘Glad Rags’ 

‘Kiwi Candyfloss’ 

‘Pure Of Heart’ 
‘Sierra Thompson’ 

‘Falling In Love’ 

Unregistered Seedling 
‘French Gold’ x ‘Chiba Lovely Dawn’  

Unregistered Seedling 
‘Yavapai County’ x ‘Meadowlark’  

President’s Choice continued.. 


