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Membership:   
 

Single $15.00 per year 
https://checkout.square.site/

pay/52076e42dc684d9a8d03f874b3a06e2c 
 

Dual $20.00 per year 
https://checkout.square.site/

pay/88eb5a5bdfb44cd7a0fbb422c28b5e35 
 
 

Have You Moved? 
If you have moved or recently changed your 
physical OR email address, please update your 
address so that you can continue to receive your 
newsletter without interruption.  
 
Send it to:  
San Diego Epiphyllum Society  c/o Membership  
PO Box 126127 San Diego, CA 92112-6127 
 
OR email Membership@sdepis.org 
OR for a faster response mail directly to Beth 
Jackson Membership Secretary—her address can be 
found in the membership roster  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc. (SDES) 
P.O. Box 126127 

San Diego, CA  92112-6127 
Epi News is published monthly by  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc.  
SDES Web Site: https://sdepis.org/ 

 
COPYRIGHT of by-line articles belong to the authors. 

Other contents, ©2020 SDES. All rights reserved.  
Photo credit SDES archives unless noted. 

 
  Editors — Jerry Moreau & Linda Sinkovic 

EpiNews@sdepis.org 
Design & layout by Jerry Moreau 
Assistant Editor — Patricia Neal 

General Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00p.m. During this 
pandemic for everyone’s health and safety all 
meetings are held online. Check your emails for 
instructions and links.   
 
Board Meetings are the fourth Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. also held online.  All members 
are welcome to attend the board meeting. If you 
are interested in attending request the zoom link 
from the Membership Secretary, Correspondence 
Secretary, or the President.   

Calendar of Events  
 
December  9 No Meeting / Happy Holidays 
  23 Board Meeting 
 
January 13 General Meeting 
  27 Board Meeting 
 
Due to COVID-19 all meetings being held online. 
 
For the up to date calendar check out: 
http://sdepis.org/news-information/calendar/  

Editor’s Note:  The 50th anniversary art on the 
cover was created by Sal Leon, a local San Diego 
artist.  His art will be on the cover for 2020.   
 

About the cover photos: The hybrids 
series Kodi are named for Dick Kohlschreiber — 
the beginnings of the each name:  KO and DI 

‘Christmas Elf’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 
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President’s Corner 
 

 I sit here thinking 
about all that has happened 
this year. This year has been 
like no other and nothing 
like I would have ever 
imagined. It has been 
incredible in so many ways. 
 

 We celebrated our 
50th anniversary this 
November. We couldn’t 
have the party we had 
planned, however we could 
reminisce with each other at 
the November Zoom 
meeting.  We also enjoyed a 
beautifully done Epi News 

as a keepsake.  The photos and history presented 
there are the story of our wonderful society. 
 

 I can certainly say that nothing was normal 
this year. Our Mother’s Day event wasn’t at all like 
previous years. We didn’t have a plant sale like we 
usually do, but we did have an online sale; I hope 
many of you were able to participate. We have 
managed to carry on our meetings through Zoom 

and we do our best to keep in touch with all of you. 
We now have a YouTube Channel and will be 
uploading programs and videos for you to view. And 
our Photo Contest went virtual this year with many 
beautiful pictures;  the judges had difficult decisions 
to make in order to make awards in the different 
categories.  
 

 We are committed and we persevered. 
Because of how we came together to make things 
work this year, all this effort and teamwork will 
make our society stronger. 
 

 I want to thank you all for supporting the 
society. I could not have done my job as president 
without you. It has been an honor to serve you and 
the society. As I step down, I want to thank the 
board and all the coordinators for all their hard 
work. They are the backbone of the society and they 
made my job much easier. 
 

 Wishing you and your family a happy and 
safe holiday season. 
 

     Looking forward to next year….. 
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President — Cindy Decker 
619-972-9664 
President@sdepis.org    

The 50th anniversary issue is available to purchase.  A limited number of extra 
copies have been printed.  In honor of this special occasion we splurged by 
printing a full color edition with a glossy cover.  Each copy is $10 plus postage.  
If you are interested in purchasing your own keepsake edition contact the editor at 
EpiNews@sdepis.org 

mailto:President@sdepis.org?subject=President
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News


 

 
‘The Volunteers’  

Photos by Jose Almandoz 

Meeting Programs         

 

December program: No meeting or program this month. Due to the pandemic the Holiday Dinner has 
been canceled. May you all have a happy and safe holiday season!  
 

January program: The new 1st Vice President in charge of programs, David Cheever, is hard at work 
for you developing programs for the new year.  Look to the January newsletter for more information.  
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President                   Gretchen Ward 
1st Vice President           David Cheever 
2nd Vice President       Patricia Neal 
Membership Secretary      Beth Jackson  
Treasurer                 Gerry Mikas 
Recording Secretary         OPEN 
Corresponding Secretary Sal Castellitto   

Director (2021-22)        Lauren Burnette  
Director (2021-22)        Paula Reynolds  
Director (2020-21)        Gilbert Hatfield 
Director (2020-21)        Mildred Mikas   
Director (2020-21)       OPEN 
Immediate Past President Cindy Decker  

Sales Table & Events  Cindy Decker 
Garden Caravan  Mildred Mikas   
Holiday Banquet   Mildred Mikas 
Internet / Webmaster  Gilbert Hatfield  & 
    Dan Ward 
Workshops     Ron Crain  
Safari Park     Jerry Moreau  
CSSA Affiliate Rep  Jerry Moreau  
EpiNews Editors  Jerry Moreau &  
    Linda Sinkovic   
Assistant Editor  Pat Neal 

Research & Education Linda Sinkovic   
SDBGF Rep   Pat Neal 
Librarian   Marie Dempewolf  
Historian   Gretchen Ward  
Raffle Table    Paula Reynolds & 
    Dennis Hughes   
Hospitality   Barb Alvarez  
Name Tags   Gerry Mikas  
Refreshments   David Cheever  
Publicity   Terence Brashear 

Rounding out the rest of the SDES leadership team are the following coordinators  

SDES Election Results 
 

Your 2021 Officers and Directors 
 

“Many hands make for light work” John Heywood 

     A shout out goes to Ron Crain, Cindy Decker, Patricia 
Frank, and Dennis Hughes for their service on the board. 
Their contributions have been invaluable and greatly 
appreciated. Thank you! We know that you will continue to 
contribute to the success of SDES in new and exciting ways.  

‘Welcome’  
 



 

 

November has been a lovely month to work out at 
the park.  We had one work party that got rained out.  
All the others were delightful.  We are still having 
more frequent work parties but with less people each 
time.  We made cuttings to sell to the plant trader 
this month.  We continue to work with the plants 
keeping them looking good, weeding, repotting, and 
trimming.  We have also started to do an inventory.  
That will keep us busy for a while.  
      
     Helping out this past month were: Barb Alvarez,  
Sandra Chapin, David Cheever, Ron & Velma 
Crain, Cindy Decker, Dean DeLibertis, Marie 
Dempewolf, Beth Jackson, Heather Jackson, Heidi 
Lerner,  Ellen McCollum. Jerry Moreau, Tim Paule, 
and Janice Wakefield. 

Safari Park Epi Collection & Display   
by Jerry Moreau 

Details of How To Become A Volunteer at the Safari Park 
can be found on our website.  Click on http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/ 
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‘Charming Beauty’  
Photos by Jerry Moreau 

Epiphyllum pumilum 

Epiphyllum thomasianum 
 

‘Harald Knebel’ 

http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/
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DORMANCY IN EPIES  
 

  This past year, I received an "Introductory 
Sheet on Epiphyllums" which is published by the 
Victoria Cactus and Succulent Society and written by 
Carol Masters. This is an excellent sheet for beginners 
and much more detailed than anything that any of the 
Epi Societies in this area hand out. However, there 
were a few things that Carol had written that I didn't 
agree with so I've been corresponding with Carol in 
regards to her Epi publication. One of the things that 
Carol wrote under "Epi Culture" was that Epies needed 
a dormancy period in order to bloom. I disputed this 
because here in Southern California especially in the 
coastal areas, many of our Epies grow all year around 
and never go through a 'dormancy period' and our 
plants bloom beautifully every Spring. In fact, I've 
never had a month that I haven't had some Epi in 
bloom. I do recommend that if you live in a cold winter 
area and have to bring your plants into the house or 
into a cold greenhouse, that you force them into 
dormancy by withholding fertilizer and only give 
enough water to keep them slightly moist. I 
recommend the dormancy because the plants will keep 
better through the cold months if they are dormant.  

 Carol wrote that she felt that Epies needed the 
dormancy due to the fact that she had seen plants in 
Canada that were kept in a warm house during the 
winter and watered and allowed to grow and many of 
them were reluctant to bloom in the Spring. We both 
decided that this might be due more to the fact that 
these plants probably didn't receive enough light while 
they were growing than to the fact that they weren't 
dormant.  
 I was looking through a culture sheet published 
by Harry Johnson of the Paramount Cactus Nursery. It 
was titled: Orchid Cacti and Other Shade Loving and 
Epiphytic Cacti. This publication doesn't have a date on 
it but I think it was published in the 50's. The cost of 
the publication was 15 cents! Under the heading "How 

To Make Orchid Cacti Flower", Johnson wrote, 
"During the winter keep them moist but do not try to 
start them into growth. A long winter rest until March 
is beneficial. If allowed they will start growth earlier. 
Such early growth will make weak leaves for next 
years flowers. They like cool treatment in winter - a 
room where temperatures at night fall to 45 to 50 
degrees suits them well.”  
 Maybe Carol is correct and Epies do benefit 
from a dormant period. 
 

WINTER RAINS 

 After so many years of drought in Southern 
California, it doesn't seem possible that we could have 
as much rain as we've had in January, 1993. It's too bad 
that it has to come all at one time. I usually don't worry 
about Epies getting too wet from winter rains. 
However, we've had weeks of rain and no sunshine and 
I'm beginning to wonder how my plants are tolerating 
all of this wetness. The main benefit of the rain is that 
it washes out all of the salts hat have accumulated in 
your pots. However, at the same time, it is washing out 
your fertilizer. I don't think I would fertilize with a high 
nitrogen fertilizer at this time but in March, if your 
plants don't look as green as they should, I'ld apply a 
little slow release fertilizer instead of waiting until June 
to do so. I normally like to apply a 2-10-10 liquid 
fertilizer in January but it's just been raining too much 
to do so. As soon as we have a few dry days, I'll apply 
the 2-10-10. If you're in the Southern California area, 
I'd definitely use a 2-10-10 fertilizer rather than a 0-10-
10. Be sure all your pots are getting rained on. I have 
plants hanging under the eaves of -my house and I've 
been shocked how dry they can get even though we've 
had a lot of rain. And don't forget to save as much rain 
water as you can.  I watered my Schlumbergeras all 
year with rain water that I had saved and I think it 
really makes a big difference.  

Dormancy in Epies & Winter Rains 

By Dick Kohlschreiber  
Reprinted from The Epi-Gram Vol VIII No. 1 
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Honorable Mention & People’s Choice 
Gilbert Hatfield 
‘Curt Blackberg’ 

People’s Choice Svante Lundqvist 
‘Clarity's No Ordinary Love’ 

1st Place Svante Lundqvist  
‘Clarity's Sun Diego’ 

2nd Place Linda Sinkovic 
Selenicereus vagans  

3rd Place Jerry Moreau 
‘DonOro’ 

Single Flower  
Category  

Photo Contest 
And the winners are…….. 



 

 

People’s Choice  
Gail Hatfield 
‘Eli Obidiah’ 
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Honorable Mention Jerry Moreau 
‘City Lights’ 

Photo Contest 
And the winners are…….. 

Multi-flower  
Category 

2nd Place Linda Sinkovic 
‘Borgia’  

1st Place Gilbert Hatfield 
‘Frühlingspracht’ 

3rd Place Jerry Moreau  
‘Frühlingstraum’ 
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Photo Contest 
And the winners are…….. 

2nd place Gilbert Hatfield   
Alakazam 

1st place Gilbert Hatfield  
Fish Bowl 

Honorable Mention & People’s Choice  
Gail Hatfield 
Wine for Two  

3rd Place Marie Elmquist   
Garden Cherub 

Epi Art  
Category 
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Continued next page 

     My first trip to 
California was in 

1996. Together with 
my sister Amrey, we 
were the first of the 

old Haage family of 
gardeners to set foot 
on American ground. 

Before that, we were 
not allowed in eastern 

Germany. That might sound strange, because the 

cacti have been part of our family's life for almost 
two centuries. That's why we felt a little like Neil 
Armstrong when we took our first steps at the 

airport. But that wasn't the moon. We were 
introduced to American hospitality on our first trip. 
During our stay in San Diego we were invited by 
Lina Paul. I am pleased that she is still doing well 

and regularly sends me messages. We saw the first 
Epi nurseries, visited Chuck and Jerry - at that time 
for me the center of the Epi sphere in the USA, we 

were at Gray Davis and went to a meeting of the 
Hoya Club. We have been guests of Dick 
Kohlschreiber and were allowed to see his 

collection. And from his house he showed us the 
ocean and the whales. It was an intense and 
impressive time. The memories moved us for a long 

time. The impression of the vastness and diversity 
has left its mark to this day. A few years later, my 
cousin and I flew to San Diego. This time Phil Peck 

invited us and brought us in contact with Epi 
collectors. And I got to know new, beautiful sides 
of this country and its people.  

     Our friend Rudi Dorsch was always the 
mastermind behind all my trips, he always paved 

the way for me and silently and selflessly supported 
me from the background. Just as he represents the 
American Epi-Societies in Germany every year like 

an ambassador and reports on their work. My last 
trip to EpiCon 2018 was a short one, and yet in the 
few days I was able to experience very nice and 

intense impressions. I arrived at Mildred's place 
with her impressive Epi collection. And again I was 
invited - this time I was allowed to live for the days 

in San Diego with the family of Sal and Ivette 
Castellitto. The EpiCon was not just a place with 
many very impressive Epis. Especially nice: 

meeting so many friends and making new ones. As 
if half the Epi world were gathered in San Diego. I 
met here Friends from San Diego, from California, 

from different regions of the USA, even Svante 
Lundqvist from Sweden and Rudolf Heßing Herick 
from Germany. The lectures, but also the many 

conversations on the fringes of the conference, the 
evening in the Coyote Cafe in a cheerful 
atmosphere to which Jerry Moreau invited me - all 

the encounters showed me once again how well 
plants can bring people together, even over great 
distances. How much devotion every single plant 

     50 years of SDES 

Visiting friends in an exciting country 
By Ulrich Haage 

Ulirch Haage presenting at EpiCon 
XVI 2018 

Ulrich Haage, Don Patterson, & Svante Lundqvist 
 in Don’s backyard 

Ulrich taking a picture in Don Patterson’s garden 
Photos by Jerry Moreau 
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Ulrich Haage, Rudolf Heßing Herick, & Jerry Moreau 

lover shows. I realized when I found out the long 
way Derek Obayashi had to travel across America to 

visit his plants. Don Patterson, who lived in the midst 
of a unique plant display and regularly rearranged it 
according to the season with great dedication.  

     In our nursery, too, we often have guests from all 

over the world visiting - and our guest books show 
that it was over 100 years ago when Prof. J. N. Rose 
visited my great-grandfather. Today I am very 

grateful for meeting all these people. That I had the 
pleasure of seeing the late Dick Kohlschreiber again, 
as well as Myron Kimnach a few days earlier. Jim 

Nones, who showed me a piece of his Los Angeles. 
On the way home at the Rainbow Gardens stop, I met 
Jerry at his plants and talked to Chuck amid his 
books. All of this may not sound spectacular or 

exciting, it was a great gift for me. And after all - it's 
great that plants have given us a reason for so long 
that we humans move closer together. 

Congratulations on 50 years of the San Diego 
Epiphyllum Society! 

Ulrich Haage continued 

Editors note:  Ulrich Haage is the current owner of the 
German nursery Kakteen Haage. He is from a long line of 
passionate gardeners and horticulturist starting back in 1685. 
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/     

Dick selling succulents at one of SCBG’s  
plant sales to raise funds for the garden.  

Photo by Laurel Woodley 

Myron Kimnach, Rudi Dorsch & Dick Kohlschreiber in 
the Kakteen-Haage Museum  2006-09-17 

Photo courtesy of Ulrich Haage 

‘Walther Haage, Jr.’ 
Walther Haage quickly became an important 

protagonist of the cactus world. With his 
enthusiasm and his immense expertise, he is 

committed to the popularization of cacti.  
https://www.kakteen-haage.de/en/Walther-

Haage-oxid-oxid/ 
Photo by Galen Pittman 

http://www.kakteen-haage.de/
https://www.kakteen-haage.de/en/Walther-Haage-oxid-oxid/
https://www.kakteen-haage.de/en/Walther-Haage-oxid-oxid/
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Thank you! 

      San Diego Epiphyllum Society’s 50 great years of success has been 
because of the many diverse, talented and passionate members of all the 
epi societies.  With your support at shows, sales, meetings, community 
activities and love of epies, SDES has been able to withstand the test of 
time and evolve into a dynamic, creative community that thrives on 
friendships, dedication and commitment.  To show our appreciation 
please enjoy some pics from our epi family photo albums. 
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Thank you! 
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December 2020     SDES Epi News      Page 16 

Thank you! 



 

 

 

December 2020     SDES Epi News      Page 17 

Thank you! 
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Thank you! 

June Anderson 
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Thank you! 
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Thank you! 

Thank you, photographers!  A warm thank you to all the photographers who have generously 

shared their photos with Epi News and the SDES archives. They include Chuck Everson, Don Crain, 

Derek Obayashi, Charles Coons, Roger Chapin, Barb Alvarez, Richard and Jeannie Brereton, Jerry 

Moreau, Barb Alvarez, Nate Ogdon, Jim Hunter, Don Shoemaker, Terence Brashear, Richard Latimer 

Jr., Gerry and Mildred Mikas & Eddie Huey. 
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Remembering Dick Kohlschreiber  

From Richard Klug 
Dick was very helpful when I first started growing and understanding 
Epiphytic Cacti Species.  His encyclopedic mind seemed to know just about 
everything and every species.  I enjoyed coming to his home in San Pedro 
where he generously shared cuttings and his knowledge. 
He helped me understand the science behind what I was hybridizing and 
growing. 
Always helpful and with a nice thing to say, I enjoyed his friendship over the 
years.  I also liked to read the South Bay society's newsletter which he wrote. 
He will be missed!    

From Yvonne and Andrew, Craigmyle 
Epiphyllums,  New Zealand 
 

My husband and I met Dick 2010 during the EPICON 
event and spent time with him briefly.  A very 
knowledgeable man in the horticulture field and I 
continued to correspond with him until about 12 
months ago when his health began to deteriorate 
badly. 
I am sure he will be missed.  

   It is with much sadness that we report the passing of Dr. Dick 

Kohlschreiber (6/1/1933—9/26/2020). He was a central figure in the epi 

community and a dear friend to many of us. Dick was one of the founders of 

the South Bay Epiphyllum Society in 1986. He was the editor of the 

society's newsletter The EpiGram for more than 30 years. Dick also wrote 

many articles which were published by a variety of epi societies, as well as 

the Cactus and Succulent Journal (CSSA). In addition, he served as the 

registrar for the ESA for more than 25 years; it was only in 2018 that Dick 

stepped down from the position as registrar. 

     Dick was born and grew up in Kansas.  He graduated from Kansas 

State University with a Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine, then joined the 

Army and served for two years.  After leaving the Army Dick moved to 

San Pedro in the early 1960's, where he worked as a veterinarian for 35 

years. In addition to all the work he did for all the epi societies, Dick was 

involved in other horticultural societies such as the Southern California 

Horticultural Society. Dick volunteered at the South Coast Botanic Garden (SCBG) for many years.  He also 

served on their board of directors for a time. He was the manager of the SCBG propagation department, and the 

greenhouse there is named for him.  

     In 1994, Dick was awarded the ESA’s Alice Buchanan Award for outstanding service to the ESA. In 2002, he 

was awarded Volunteer of the Year for Los Angeles County and also received the National Voluntary Service 

Award from the National Recreation and Parks Association. Dick received these for his more than 20 years of 

volunteering with the South Coast Botanical Garden. In 2005 Dick was awarded the ESA Founders’ Award -- a 

recognition of his lifetime work with epies and societies.  

     Dick had a liking for the smaller flowered epis and epiphytic cactus.  Dick hybridized one hybrid ‘Pedros 

White’ and registered 17 hybrids from other hybridizers.  (See ‘One Last Thing’ at the end of the newsletter for 

some photos.)  Currently five hybrids are named after him; ‘Dr. K’ by Helmut Paetzold (2000), ‘Kodi I’ by Rudolf 

Heßing Herick (2014), ‘Dr. RWK’ by Jim Nones (2016), 

‘Kodi II’ by Rudolf Heßing Herick (2016), and ‘Kodi III’ 

also by Rudolf Heßing Herick (to be registered in 2020).   

    He will be greatly missed.    

Dick often attended our shows and set up a table 
representing South Bay Epi Society 

Dick  Kohlschreiber  
& Derek Obayashi 

Photo courtesy of Derek Obayashi 
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Dick Kohlschreiber, Rudi Dorsch, &  
Myron Kimnach (l-r) 

At the 75th Anniversary of the ESA 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

Rudolf Heßing, Rudi Dorsch, Heny Brandenburg, Dick Kohlschreiber & 
Brandy Brandenburg in Heny’s garden (l-r) Photo courtesy of Heny 

                   ‘Dr. RWK’ a hybrid & photo by Jim Nones 
 
Don Burnett with Dick Kohlschreiber at an ESA show left 
Photo by Derek Obayashi 

 
 
 

Dick with Jerry Williams of Rainbow Gardens below 
Photo by Chuck Everson 

Laurel Woodley, Sally Fasteau, Debra Galliani, Dick 
Kohlschreiber & Linda Sinkovic clockwise (l-r) 

Photo by Debra Bushweit Galliani 
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Memories from Linda Sinkovic 
      
     I can't remember exactly when Dick and I 
became friends; I guess it's like that with those you 

consider good 
friends, it's like 
you've always 
known them.  
But I think it 
was around 
2007 or so, a 
few years after I 
moved to San 
Diego.  
 

     After moving back to Santa Cruz in 2016, I 
would make occasional trips to San Diego.  On the 
way I would stop at Dick's house for a few days. 
We had many conversations about all sorts of 
subjects, not just plants. We would talk about 
travel, books, politics, history, art... so many 
different subjects. Also, we would laugh a lot.  
 

     I tried to time these trips so I could spend 
Thursdays at his place. We'd go to South Coast 
Botanical Garden, and he'd bring me along so I 
could “help” the volunteers in the propagation 
house. 

I'm sure I disrupted their routine, but they were all 
patient and kind, and it was so much fun working 
with them.  It was so much fun visiting with Dick 
and his friends. 
 

     We would chat about once a week, using the 
video app so we could show each other our gardens.  
You know, I still miss the laughter of our weekly 
conversations, whether they were about current 
affairs or the idiosyncrasy of some epiphytic cactus 
species. We would talk about various things, the 
things friends talk about.  
 

     Dick was my friend; he was also my mentor. It 
was very informal. He would point out inaccuracies 
in articles I had written, and correct my poor Latin 
pronunciation. As a result, I became even more 
zealous in my fact checking.  When he was still 
Registrar, he asked me to update the Species section 
in the Registry to reflect current nomenclature, and 
his help was invaluable.  His Epi Gram articles 
provided excellent examples of interesting and easy 
to understand writing on often technical subjects.  
 

     Dick Kohlschreiber was a good person. He was 
charming and interesting.  I miss him greatly, but I 
feel very fortunate to be included as one of his 
friends.  

 

1993 ESA Grand Prize Winner – Dick Kohlschreiber 

     Dick won many awards for his 
epi hybrid flowers and epicacti 
plants.  In 1993 he won the Grand 
Prize Trophy at the ESA show with 
54 points including Largest Bloom 
“Love in Bloom”, President’s 
Choice “California Wheel” and the 
Sweepstakes Trophy for Single Cut 
Flowers.  Pictured below: His 
‘Acapulco Sunset’ won best orange 
and ‘Pink Angel’ won best pink. 
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Continued next page 

An Afternoon With Dick Kohlschreiber 

By Patricia Neal 

     My afternoon visit with Dick at his home 
was printed in the August 1996 Epi News, just 
a couple months after he became the fourth 
recipient of SDES’s President’s Choice for 
the George French Award for ‘My-O-My” at 
our Mother’s Day Show.  It is reprinted here 
along with some recently found negatives 
taken during my visit in 1996.  
Photos this article by Patricia Neal. 

The winner of this year’s President’s 

Choice for the George French Award, Dick 

Kohlschreiber, may not be well-known to the 

majority of our members as he lives in San Pedro 

and we don’t see him in San Diego very often, but 

he is an influential and enthusiastic epi supporter 

whose dedication has contributed to the success of 

all epi societies. 

In addition to being editor of the South Bay 

Epiphyllum Society’s newsletter, The Epi-Gram, 

Dick spends countless months updating the latest 

edition of the Epiphyllum Society of America’s 

Epiphyllum Directory.  At EpiCon V at Huntington 

Gardens, ESA presented Dick with an honorary 

lifetime membership: a well-deserved recognition 

for his many years of volunteering and educating 

members of all the epi societies. 

 His home in San Pedro is only six blocks 

from the Pacific Ocean and on a clear day you get a 

fantastic view of Santa Catalina Island.  Dick’s 

yard is packed with plants – 500 hybrid 

epiphyllums, 100 Rhipsalis, dozens of Echeverias, 

hybrid aloes, holiday cacti and dahlias, not to 

mention the dozens of epiphytic species enjoying 

the shade of a huge olive tree. 

 “I probably like the Rhipsalis more than 

any of them,” Dick remarked.  “I wish I had each 

of the different species; although I’m not missing 

more than about 15.”  Dick has hung a “wall” of 

Rhipsalis plants along the windows of his enclosed 

back porch – creating a lovely curtain with their 

varying lengths and sizes. 

 A retired veterinarian who still puts in 

Saturdays at the clinic, Dick’s interest in 

horticulture began after he moved to Southern 

California and a friend got him interested in 

bromeliads and orchids.  After filling up his 

apartment balcony with plants, he bought his 

house in San Pedro in 1968.  He then started 

growing dahlias and Echeverias.  He said he didn’t 

discover epies until sometime in the late 70’s or 

early 80’s. 

A variety of epiphyllums and other epiphytic plants 
displayed on Dick’s olive tree. 
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Continued next page 

An Afternoon With Dick continued… 

 “A friend of mine, Maidie Martin, was 

involved with ESA and she got me started with 

epies,” he commented.  “She used to tell a story 

about how she and a couple of her friends would 

take a bus or trolley to Pasadena to Beahm’s or 

Coolidge’s nurseries and they would buy one 

cutting for about 75 cents and then divide it 

between them.” 

 Dick’s epies hang three deep under the 

eaves in front and along the side of his house.  

However, the majority hang at the back of the 

house where they are several rows deep.  Below 

them are shelves with new cuttings with his 

collection of echeverias and aloes along the outside 

edges of the benches.  The majority of his species 

are distributed throughout the branches of the large 

olive tree he planted years ago. 

 “I fertilize at least twice a year with granule 

fertilizer.  In June and September, I use a 2-5-5.  I 

don’t use very much - a heaping half teaspoon to a 

gallon-size pot.  In January or February, I use 2-10-

10,” Dick explained. 

 “When I fertilize, I take each plant down, 

clean it up, balance (trim) if needed and update my 

inventory.  I often 

move plants around; 

if a plant is not 

doing well in one 

area, I’ll put it in 

another.” 

 When Dick 

pots up new epi 

cuttings, he usually 

waits a month before watering.  “They really don’t 

have much of a root system for a while.  If you’re 

not sure they’re rooted, it’s better to wait.  Of 

course, I get a lot of humidity here, being only six 

blocks from the coast.”  In addition, his cuttings 

are on benches underneath the mature hanging 

epis, so they get water run off when the mature 

plants are watered. 

 Like the majority of us, Dick can’t name 

one favorite epi.  “I really like the pastels such as 

‘French Lipstick’ over the really bright shades.” 

 As Dick has been in charge of registering 

new hybrids as well as updating the directory, he is 

familiar with a lot of the advances in epi 

hybridization.  In addition to the unique color 

combinations of ‘Clown’ and ‘Sakurahime’ which 

have become extremely popular, he feels there 

have been a few crosses that have proven to be 

exceptional. 

 “I still think 

one of the best 

overall crosses ever 

made was Wressey 

Cocke’s cross of 

‘Tassel’ and ‘Ruby 

Snowflake’ which 

produced ‘American 

Sweetheart’, ‘Pink Plumes’, ‘Epi Society’, ‘Hot ‘N 

Spicy’, ‘African Queen’, and others.  There are still 

some plants from that cross that haven’t been 

named.” 

 There is another cross that has produced 

well – Bob Grimshaw’s ‘Ruby Snowflake’ x 

‘American Sweetheart’ which produced ‘My-O-

My’, the flower that won Dick the George French 

award at our Mother’s Day Show (1996). 

 “Bob Grimshaw gave the seed to Wressey 

Cocke who raised it,” Dick explained. 

  

A “curtain” of Rhipsalis plants draped along the 
windows of his enclosed back porch. 

“I still think one of the best overall 

crosses ever made was Wressey Cocke’s 

cross of  ‘Tassel’ and ‘Ruby Snowflake’ 

which produced  ‘American Sweetheart’, 

‘Pink Plumes’, ‘Epi  Society’, ‘Hot ‘N 

Spicy’, ‘African Queen’, and  others. ” 
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An Afternoon With Dick continued… 

“Unfortunately, the old directory only gave 

credit to Mr. Cocke.”  That’s been corrected in 

the new directory; it’s now listed as GRIM/WC 

(HST).  The newly registered ‘Perfect Moment’ 

is also from that cross, as is the epi named 

‘Ethel Hurst’.  Both crosses are good growers, 

bloom a lot, and have lots of petals. 

 “George French’s ‘Tele’ x ‘Jennifer 

Ann’ cross is also a great cross -- one of 

George’s best,” he continued.  “That produced 

‘Calisto’, ‘Tele Ann’, ‘Martha Ellen’, 

‘Masada’, ‘Willow Wand’, and ‘White 

Splendor’.” 

 When Dick started updating the 

directory, he knew there were a lot of mistakes.  

“There were a lot I was aware of but I was not 

aware of the full extent of them,” he said.  The 

more involved he got, the more he found to 

correct.  And he had help.  “We had epi experts 

from all over – three in England, three in 

Canada, one in Germany, one in Australia, as 

well as people in the U.S.  For instance, 

Eckhard Meier and Rudi Dorsch worked on the 

German.  About half the German names were 

spelled wrong and many German hybridizers 

weren’t given credit.” 

 Dick pointed out other changes that 

have been made in the new directory: “Some 

Monmonier hybrids had been attributed to 

Poindexter, so we cleared those up.  Cactus 

Pete had quit registering his hybrids after a 

disagreement with ESA, so we’ve added a lot 

of his, but we don’t have them all yet.  We 

changed a lot of the descriptions on the Fort 

and O’Barr hybrids.  Some of the descriptions 

were the complete opposite of the flower.  Greg 

Balvin did a lot of work on that. 

“I had been told that ESA had based the original 

directory on old catalog descriptions,” he 

commented, “and up until the last six months 

before the directory was reprinted, I was under that 

illusion. But looking through the old catalogs 

myself I discovered that was not true.  There are a 

lot of very thorough descriptions in the old 

catalogs that never made it into the directory.  

Some flowers were attributed to the nurseries 

instead of the hybridizer.  So that’s what has to be 

done now – research through all the old catalogs 

and update the directory accordingly.” 

 This dedication to getting it right is what 

makes Dick invaluable to all epi lovers.  How 

many of us would have volunteered to research 

and update a list of almost 10,000 epies?  “I know 

most people don’t feel that strongly about the 

directory, but if I have something in print, I want to 

be able to believe it is correct.” 

 He gives Myron Kimnach credit for 

making the new directory the valuable research 

tool it is.  “I’m really pleased with the species list.  

You can’t find another place in the world where 

there is such a complete listing.  I really hope 

people use it.” 

 He applies this same criterion to The Epi-

Gram.  Throughout his newsletter, he talks about 

his experiences with his plants, the experiences of 

others who correspond with him and he constantly 

passes on new information, clarification, tidbits, 

anything to keep readers up-to-date. 

Editor’s Note:  In 2018 Dick retired as the Registrar 
and in 2019 retired as Epi-Gram editor after 33 years. 

In 1992 Dick was chairman of ESA’s committee to revise and 
update the hybrid directory which took several years. (Today it’s 
named the ESA’s Registry of Hybrids and Species).  In 1992 Dick 
wrote an update on the committee’s progress for ESA’s Bulletin.  In 
1993 he officially became the registration chairman. 

Some of the Echeverias in Dick’s 
collection in 1996. 
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 I started collecting epiphyllum in 2011 after 
discovering an epiphyllum plant at my neighbor's 
house.  I joined South Bay Epiphyllum Society in 
2012.  By September of 2013, I had about 190 epis 
in my collection.  Some I bought on line, some at 
ESA and SBES annual sales but mostly from the 
raffle table at our monthly meetings.  So they were 
all small, young plants still in 3¼ in and 6 inch 
pots.   
 

 Let me tell you about the raffle table.  
Tickets cost $1.00.  One ticket would buy one epi 
cutting but names were called over and over again 
until all the cuttings were gone.  Sometimes I came 
home with five to ten (and sometimes more) 
cuttings and that is how I had over 190 epi plants 
in two years. 
 

 The program announced in the September 
2013 Epi Gram invited members to show  photos of 
their flowers.  So I presented a CD showing 
pictures of all my small plants.  I was so proud  of 
my little collection.  My epis fit perfectly in the 
space I created for them.  They were hanging on 
my fence, sitting on PVC shelves and on a small 
retaining wall in my backyard.  After the meeting I 
was talking to Dick about my collection and his 
comment to me was “wait until they get big”.   
 

 It took a couple more years to understand 
just what he meant.  I am now there and they are 
indeed big!! 

Barb Landon & Dick Kohlschreiber  
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

Wait Til They Get Big 
 

 By Barb Landon 
Co-President South Bay Epiphyllum Society 

Dick Kohlschreiber & Paul Richter  
co-president of SBES 

Photo by Jerry Moreau 

Rudi Dorsch with Dick in the propagation  
greenhouse at the botanical garden 

Photo courtesy of Rudi Dorsch 

Dick with Debra Galliani  
Photo by  Laurel Woodley  

Dick Kohlschreiber with Mildred Mikas  
at an ESA holiday dinner 

Photo by Jerry Moreau 
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Above Dick with Ken Loomis. 
Photo by Won Na NG 
Above left is ‘Kiddy’  
(Photo by Rudolf Heßing) 

next to the real Kiddy, Dick’s 
beloved and friendly cat. 
 

Dick at the greenhouse 
dedicated in his honor at the 

South Coast Botanical Garden. 

Chris Welcher with Dick at a South Bay Epi Show.  
Photo by Derek Obayashi 

‘Dr. K’  
A Helmut Paetzold hybrid 
Photo by Chuck Everson 

Dick Kohlschreiber enjoying the company of 
friends at one of his favorite restaurants. 

Ron & Velma Crain, Sandra Chapin, Linda 
Sinkovic, Rudi Dorsch & Jerry Moreau (l-r)  

Photo by friendly waiter with Velma’s camera 
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Memories From a Far Away Friend 
By Rudolf Heßing Herick 

Whenever I visited my Californian friends, 
I lived with Dick. I met Dick in Würzburg 

in 1999. At the time, he was a guest 
speaker at the German Cacti Society. Over 
the years, a cactus friendship developed, 

and in 2010 I visited him for the first time. 
During my visits, there were four in total, 
Dick and Rudi Dorsch did a lot with me. 

Among others, we visited various cactus 
nurseries and botanical gardens. I am 
happy to think of the visits to Myron 

Kimnach, I like to listen to his Epi stories. 
And when we visited the Huntington 
Botanical Garden with us, he knew a 

personal story for too many plants. We 
also visited many common Epi friends. On 
a drive from Los Angeles to San Diego, 
Dick and Rudi had a lively discussion, at 

the end of which Dick said Rudi was 
always picky picky picky. I thought it was 
a beautiful name for hybrid, and the three 

of us had to laugh warmly.  

Rudolf taking a fun 
picture in the mirror of a 

restaurant with Myron 
Kimnach, Rudi Dorsch, 
& Dick Kohlschreiber. 

 
‘Kodi I’ and Dick’s bell 
that has a new home in 
Germany. Every time it 
rings a fond memory of 
Dick will come to mind. 

 
Photo below is Kiddy 

with Rudolf  

     The best thing 
was always in the 

evening, when we 
sat on Dick's terrace and looked at the Pacific Ocean and 
drank a glass of wine. In the afternoon it got windy, then 

the wind came from the sea. I remember he had a bell 
hanging between his epis, which then blakped. I like dogs 
very much, but not necessarily cats. But I still have a cat 

girlfriend, it's Dick's cat Kiddy. When I visited, the cat did 
not go off my side, and so a real cat friendship developed. 
As Dick told me, she still looked for me days after I left 

the room where I slept. And since she is a good friend, I 
named a breed after her: Kiddy. When I heard about Dick's 
passing, I was very sad. We will miss him and no one will be 

able to fill his void. Rudi Dorsch told me that he would take 
care of Dick's Epies and that he wanted to bring her to Denver. I 
asked Rudi if Dick's bell was still there. She would still be there 
and I can have her. Rudi sent it to 

me, and in the future she will hang 
between my epies. I hope she will 
often remind me of the beautiful 

time with Dick. My Kodi hybrids 
are named after Dick. May many 
people enjoy these hybrids, and 

perhaps think of Dick.  

     Dick, you've never said many words, but that's not what matters. The 
unspoken can be much more important. You will remain in good memory.  

‘Picky Picky Picky’ 
Photos by Rudolf Heßing Herick 
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     Dick Kohlschreiber wrote a seven page 
article on epiphytic cacti in hanging baskets 
for the Cactus and Succulent Journal’s 
November-December 2006 issue.  Chuck 
Everson provided the photos.  This article is 
available in the SDES Library. 
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A former editor’s memories of Dick 

By Patricia Neal 

I first met Dick Kohlschreiber at EpiCon III.  I had just 

joined SDES in May 1992 and was excited beyond belief that 

there was an actual conference planned just for epies in 

September.  This EpiCon was the first hosted by the South Bay 

Epiphyllum Society and Dick acted as emcee.  Dedicated to 

hybridizers Wressey Cocke and George French, EpiCon III was 

thrilling and was the event where the widely-used photo of Mr. 

Cocke and Mr. French together was taken. 

Margaret Pethley, SDES President, asked me to write an 

article about the conference from a novice’s point of view for 

ESA’s The Bulletin and my short article ran as a “companion” 

piece to Dick’s full-length report on EpiCon. 

A couple months later I became editor of Epi News and 

Dick became a friend and mentor to this epi newbie who knew 

virtually nothing about epies and yet was starting to write 

about them every month. 

Dick wrote occasional articles for Epi News in addition 

to writing his own monthly newsletter, The EpiGram, and over 

the years generously allowed SDES to reprint his newsletter 

articles. 

 In 1997 he contributed to a lively international debate 

in Epi News.  The SDES website “accidentally” started an 

international discussion on what name was appropriate to use 

when referring to epi hybrids—epiphyllum or epicactus?  

Frank Sibl of Australia started the debate off with a long article 

in the August Epi News followed by articles in the September 

edition by Will Tjaden of England and Dick Kohlschreiber of 

San Pedro who summarized the debate with the history of how 

American nurseryman came to erroneously use the word 

Epiphyllum for their nurseries and ultimately when forming 

epiphyllum societies. 

South Bay hosted its first EpiCon in 1992.  
Dick emceed the event and wrote a follow-

up article for ESA’s newsletter. 

In 1997 Dick, Frank Sibl from Australia and 
Will Tjaden of England had a lively 

discussion in the pages of Epi News about the 
proper term for epi hybrids. 

Dick staffs the entry table at the South Bay show  South Bay’s sales offers many new hybrids. 
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Editor’s memories continued… 

Dick’s contributions that I valued the most was 

when he wrote letters to the editor. Sometimes I would 

find a list, an old article or someone would write about 

something epi-related and I would run it in the 

newsletter.  The disappointing truth of any editor is 

realizing that very few people actually read our 

newsletters from beginning to end, but Dick always 

did!  He wrote thoughtful and insightful responses 

about some of these items I printed. He covered a 

range of topics from fragrant epies to off-season 

blooms to the old ESA “Standards” list.  I learned 

much from his letters to “The Mailbag” and his letters 

enriched Epi News tremendously. 

Of course, I started attending South Bay’s 

annual flower shows on a regular basis.  I entered a 

few categories now and then, but primarily displayed 

flowers along with George French on the SDES 

display table. 

 After judging and lunch, Dick would take me 

up to the South Coast Botanic Garden’s propagation 

greenhouse and production beds.  Dick pointed out the 

latest plants they were growing and what the garden’s 

future plans were. After I retired from the Navy and 

started studying horticulture at Cuyamaca College, 

these short trips with Dick to his propagation 

greenhouse were especially treasured. Dick’s 

commitment inspired me when I spent my last school 

year as the student head grower and even later when I 

became the lead horticulturist for the horticulture 

nursery at the San Diego Zoo. 

 Knowing Dick and sharing a love of plants, 

especially epies, and a love of writing about them, has 

given me many warm memories of a dedicated, 

unique man who was important in our epi family. 

(Photos at right) In the July-August 1986 edition 

of The Bulletin, ESA carried an announcement 

from Dick Kohlschreiber about the newly formed 

South Bay Epiphyllum Society.  Twenty-five years 

later South Bay celebrated at its annual show with 

a special arrangement category celebrating its 

Silver Anniversary (photo by Patricia Neal.)    

(Lower right) Don Crain photographs flowers at 

South Bay Show. (photo by Derek Obayashi) 

Dick’s letters to Epi News’ “Mail Bag” column  
informed and educated as well as set the record 

straight on a variety of topics. 
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From Eddie Huey 
 

     Dick was the second stop on an epi road trip 
I had planned in 2006, alongside Epicon X 
hosted by the SDES. I remember pulling up to 
the house and seeing all his aeoniums and 
echinopsis/trichocereus lined up in various pot 
sizes. He brought Vern Hettinger (my driving 
wingman) and I around to his yard in the back. 
There were so many pots hanging from his 
white shadehouse area, with little pots of 
cuttings in every corner, set aside for the SBES. 
It was also the first time I had seen an 
aporophyllum.  

     We sat down and chatted for quite a bit time 
while looking out to the ocean and White Point 
from his yard. After getting on the topic of 
species plants, he asked if I had time to head up to the South Coast Botanical Garden, so he could show me 
some of the species plants he kept there. Who was going to say no? We trekked there and I got to see some 
very large sized plants. I thought I was excited to see such exquisite specimens, but Dick was even more 
proud when he pointed up at Disocactus speciosus and D. schrankii/elegantissimus in bloom. It was simply 
jaw dropping. After a half days visit, I left with a cutting of Epiphyllum thomasianum and a Trichocereus 
'Flying Saucer' in hand. We continued to stay connected, and I got to visit Dick again in 2008. 

From Mike Davis — Memories of Dick 
 

     I met Dick back around 20+ years ago when he 
visited Vera Ward in San Francisco to pick up plants for 
the botanical gardens where he volunteered.  I was told 
he was a man that was very smart and a Dr. so not to kid 
around like I’m apt to do when I like someone.  So sat in 
the back seat listening to him and Mary Crowell talking 
plant and their botanical names which I forgot as soon as 
I heard them. I was like I said in the back seat with Vera 
Ward and was joking around with her when I heard him 
giggle about something I had said to her. Well I realized 
he was fair game for a good joke and thus started a great 
friendship with Dick.   
 

     I started visiting him 
each year when I visited 
the southern California 
flower shows and he 
always was a gracious 
host and a good friend. 
He would take me to 

visit other flower friends and gardens as well as nurseries. I would usually 
stay 2 to 3 days each visit helping him to trim and take care of his 
plants and yard and just talk about friends and family. I regarded Dick as a 
older brother and I think he felt the same about me and Rudi Dorsch being 
his brothers. 
 

     Needless to say I feel lost without my friend and sorely miss him.   I’m 
sure all that knew Dick will have an empty spot in their hearts for a 
wonderful man and friend. 

Vera Ward and Dick Kohlschreiber at Half Moon Bay Nursery 
Photo by Mike Davis 

A view of Dick’s back yard where we would  
enjoy plants and conversations. 

EpiCon XI — Mike Davis  
& Dick Kohlschreiber  

Photo by Rose West 
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From Jerry Moreau 
 

I will miss Dick. I will miss his stories, his knowledge, his 
kindness, and wisdom.  It was always a pleasure to visit him and I 
always left learning something.  Due to his kindness and 
generosity he was the sort of man who you wanted to help even 
though he never asked for it and at times not accept it.  I 
especially loved his stories about some of his veterinary patients.  
Albert the alligator was one of my favorite stories. Dick would 
said that Albert’s owner would call the clinic and say to Dick 
“Albert has a cold.” Dick would look at us in the way that he does 
and say “reptiles don’t get colds” and he still went and make the 
house call to see Albert.  We would all laugh. Dick enjoyed his 
food and friends and it would be a delight to go to lunch with him 
at one of his favorite restaurants.  One of the things I admired 

about Dick besides his incredible botanic knowledge is that he would 
correspond and stay in contact with many people around the world. Many 
were hybridizers that he met as the Registrar for the ESA.  I know he has 
touched many lives and he will live on. I’m honored to have known him.  

Dick, Don Patterson & Jerry 
 in Dick’s back yard 
Photo by Linda Sinkovic 

l-r Mike Davis, Sandra Chapin, Don Patterson, Dick Kohlschreiber, Tony Yanko,  
Evelyn Shiraki, Galen Pittman, Keith Ballard, & Don Burnett      Photo by Jerry Moreau 

Doug Rawcliffe, Wressey Cocke, & 
Dick Kohlschreiber 
Photo by Chuck Everson 

Dick Kohlschreiber, Jim Nones & Evelyn Shiraki 
Photo by Derek Obayashi 

Laurel Woodley & Dick Kohlschreiber  
Laurel and Dick have served together on the board of 

directors for the South Coast Botanical Garden 
Photo by Debra Bushweit Galliani 

Dick & Beth Jackson 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 



 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Little did I know when I began volunteering with the 
Propagation Workshop at the South Coast Botanic 
Garden (SCBG) in 2002 that its leader, Dick 
Kohlschreiber, was renown for his work, was that year’s 
national winner of the Volunteer of the Year Award, and 
would later become my close friend and mentor. 
 

     Dick was determined and dedicated in leading the 
Botanic Garden’s two groups of volunteers that worked 
together in Propagation for three hours every Monday 
and Thursday morning. He created and cared for new 
cuttings and supervised and taught the volunteers in 
identifying and pricing the hundreds of plants that would 
be sold at our Spring and Fall plant sales and at the Gift 
Shop.  
 

     Dick patiently answered every possible plant-related 
query from myriad questioners, each seeking his 
knowledge and expertise. That’s how we he earned the 
well deserved title, “Plant Guru,” at our plant sales. 
 

     Our group grew a wide variety of plants for sale to 
raise funds for the Garden. Dick and I loved traveling to 
nurseries far and wide to buy new mother plants to 
propagate. Salvias were always a favorite, but Dick also 
brought in plant cuttings from his home garden that 
included plenty of epiphytes and succulents.  
 

     Back then my untrained eye wasn’t particularly 
interested in plants that resembled dead sticks (which I 

learned were Rhipsalis) or flat pads that grew in awkward 
directions and rarely bloomed. 
 

     But Dick’s enthusiasm and eagerness to share his vast 
knowledge - and joyously for me, his plant cuttings  - 
were impossible to resist.  
 

     Dick’s selfless service also included years as a trustee 
member and President of the SCBG’s Foundation where 
he was instrumental in helping to envision the Garden’s 
transformation from a struggling County facility to a 
world class botanical treasure. 
 

     We were also members of the Southern California 
Horticultural Society and attended meetings in Friendship 
Hall near L.A.’s Griffith Park. Dick’s joy was to bring 
plants from our Propagation Workshop that we could 
show off to the members - and to win new plants from 
the plant raffle at the meeting! 
 

     Over the years I was blessed to join Dick at his San 
Pedro home garden and help him care for his plants. He 
would happily describe their origin or where he got a 
particular plant and it was sheer bliss for me. I treasure 
the time we got to spend together and how close we 
became.   
 

     With Dick’s passing, each time I see plants in my 
epiphytic collection, I am gratified that I know how to 
care for them and appreciate their provenance. I still hear 
Dick’s voice teaching me about them.  
 

     Sadly, the Garden’s Propagation Workshop has closed 
due to the pandemic. Perhaps fittingly, with Dick  no 
longer with us to lead, an extraordinary era of 
community, productivity and accomplishment has ended.  
 

     Dick Kohlschreiber touched many lives for the better. 
The impact of the lessons he shared - about both plants 
and life itself - will stand in tribute to him for years to 
come.  

Debra Galliani with Dick 
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Thoughts from a friend at South Coast Botanical Garden 
 

By Debra Bushweit Galliani 

Debra Galliani with Dick  
in the greenhouse at South Coast Botanical Garden 

Photos by Joe Galliani 
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Continued next page 

Photo Collage of Memories 
from Uncle Richard’s  
Nephews and Niece 

 

Jim Raiman 

Mark Raiman 

Children of Dorothy Raiman, 
Richard’s Sister 

    

Steve Vogel 
Jane McNeive 

Warren Vogel 

Children of Ruth Vogel,  
Richard’s Sister 

Richard Walter Kohlschreiber 
1933-2020 

Success is not measured in the 
amount of dollars you make, but 
the amount of lives you impact. 
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Continued next page Uncle Richard - Photo Collage of Memories – November 2020 

Richard Walter Kohlschreiber, aka “Dick”, 

“Richard”, and “Uncle Richard” was born In Topeka, 
Kansas on June 1, 1933, son of Walter and Tina Kohlschreiber. He had 2 
older sisters, Dorothy (1918) and Ruth (1920).  

 

FAMILY 

Son Richard/Brother Richard/Uncle Richard was fiercely loyal to 

his family. He wrote faithfully to his mother and sisters every week 
of every year when they were all able to write letters. He financially 
supported his mother and gave lovely gifts to all his family from his 

travels. For his nephews and niece, he was the fun uncle!  As kids we 
visited him in California, and of course he took us to Disney Land. 
We later took his great nieces and nephew to California and he again 

treated everyone with a trip to Disney Land. What’s more fun than 
having your uncle visit from California and show pictures and slide 
shows of his world travels? His visits back to Kansas were special 
and there were always tears when he left. 
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Continued next page Uncle Richard - Photo Collage of Memories – November 2020 
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Continued next page Uncle Richard - Photo Collage of Memories – November 2020 

 

Education/Career 

Richard graduated from Topeka High School in 1951. His father passed away unexpectedly 
when Richard was 17. Richard did not think he would be able to attain his dream of going to 
vet school, but his mom and sisters assured him he would. Richard graduated from Kansas 
State with a Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine in 1957. 
 
Richard was active duty in the US Army as Captain Richard W. Kohlschreiber from 
1958 to 1960. (USDA, San Bernardino, CA and Omaha, NE) 
 
He was in general practice as a veterinarian from 1960 to 1995 (32 years at Rolling 
Hills Animal Hospital). One of his first house calls as a new vet was a lady calling 

about her ill pet alligator. Richard had not practiced on alligators at Kansas State, but 
“a reptile is a reptile”. He successfully treated the pet and established a new client and 
friend for life. A neighbor recently shared a story about Richard helping with a dog 

emergency in the middle of the night. 

Home 

Richard loved his San Pedro home purchased in 1968. He hosted 
many parties and entertained countless guests from around the 
country and world. He was a gracious host to say the least. 
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Continued next page Uncle Richard - Photo Collage of Memories – November 2020 

The Garden 

One of Richard’s greatest loves was the South Coast Botanic Garden and the 
various plant societies he belonged to. He was a true expert in the field of 
California succulents and cacti. He had many rare plants in his yard and was 
able to identify almost any flower or plant by its scientific name. He wrote the 
Epi newsletter “off the cuff” for many, many years. We saved at least one 
copy of every newsletter and one of the Epi societies happily received those. 
He gave many lectures and published articles around the world to share his 
knowledge. 

He was recognized as a County of Los Angeles Volunteer of the Year in 2002: “Dr. 
Kohlschreiber’s contributions have helped to make the Botanic Gardens one of the jewels 
of the County…He strives for the best in personal, professional, public, and community 
service by practicing the motto ‘service above self.’” 
 
“He’s a veterinarian by trade, but Dr. Dick Kohlschreiber’s healing touch has brought 
more than just animals back to life. As head of the SCBG propagation area, Dick has 
helped thousands of plants take root and thrive. ‘I’ve always loved working with plants, 
it’s like therapy for me,’ says Dick, who oversees more than a dozen volunteers every 
Monday and Thursday. ‘The propagation green house is like a nursery room where I can 
make the rounds and see how the babies are doing.’” June 2016 issue of “The Grapevine” 
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Uncle Richard - Photo Collage of Memories – November 2020 

From the “relative” perspective 
 

Jim: We will miss our many phone conversations. He was good at writing letters to give updates on his activities 

or travels. His birthday was a few days after mine and he would usually remember my birthday with a note, card 

and phone call. (Jim contributed great pictures). 

 

Mark: I fondly remember all the trips he went on.  He was quite the world traveler and always looking for an 

adventure.  He was also good at documenting his trips with his elaborate slide shows which I enjoyed.  I was also 

amazed at his ability to identify almost any flower or plant by its scientific name.  

 

Steve: Something that always amazed us was the multitude and depth of the relationships he had with his 

friends.  He kept in regular contact with many friends he had from grade school.  He had so many rich friendships 

from his childhood, vet business, garden, neighbors, and others.  Our mother was the same as far as the relation-

ships she had with friends, and from talking to our mother and Richard, so was our grandfather who died before we 

were born.  Richard said he wishes we could have known our grandfather; we would have really liked him. 

 

When Richard would talk to us about family, he was always refreshingly candid.  His willingness to share unflat-

tering details about our family history meant a lot to us.  With the benefit of hindsight, many of these stories were 

quite funny.   

 

Jane: Steve and I (& spouses) were very fortunate to have several California visits with our uncle as older 

adults, which of course gave us a different perspective of him and his life. I enjoyed hearing his stories of his life 

growing up. He loved to eat; we enjoyed cooking for him and going out to dinner. We always visited the South 

Coast Botanic Garden during our stays, and it was a treat to see the variety of California plants (that won’t grow in 

Kansas!) We also loved getting acquainted with his circle of close friends who cared so much for him. 

 

Even though Uncle Richard suffered from chronic illnesses, he never ceased to amaze us with his positive outlook 

on life and his ability to live life to its fullest. He was definitely “smarter than the average bear” and willingly 

shared his knowledge and never in a condescending manner. He was generous to a fault. He was a gracious and 

caring man with an extraordinarily generous heart. He was also a keen judge of people and a great diplomat. 

 

Warren: He sent me funny birthday cards as an adult that made me smile; I’ve started the same tradition. 

He was very loyal to his sisters. 

Richard passed away peacefully 
September 26, 2020 at a 
hospital near his home. Thanks 
to a fabulous caring physician, 
he was breathing easier at the 
time of his death than he had in 
many months. Per his wishes, 
Richard’s remains were 
cremated and will be buried in a 
family plot in Topeka, Kansas. 
 
(To those of you that knew and 
loved Richard’s beautiful cat, 
Kiddy has found a new perfect 
home). 

Thank you to Dick’s niece Jane McNeive for putting this collage together.  
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 Water if necessary. 

 Keep an eye on the weather.  Make 

plans for protecting epies from bad weather as 
we get further into winter. 

 Continue to watch for pests. 

Now is the Time 

Off-Season Blooms 
 

     This list is a bit of informal research of off-
season epi blooms. Here you can track which epis 
have been blooming consistently off-season over the 
years.  
 

     If you would like to add to the research and list 
what epies have been blooming in your yard, email 
the editors with your list of off-season blooms. 
 

     Here is what has been blooming in November. 
 
Heny Brandenburg (San Diego): ‘Bling Bling’, 

’DTO’, ‘Felcino Festival’, ‘Rudolf’s Delight’, 

‘Sakurahime’, ‘Thirty Kisses’, ‘Thirty Wishes’ 
Terence Brashear (Vista): ‘Harald Knebel’,  

‘Thirty Wishes’    

Lauren Burnette (San Diego): ‘Natasha Paetz’  

Sandra Chapin (Rancho Bernardo): ‘Jalisco Flirt’  

Mike Davis (San Bruno): ‘Eddie Huey’,  

‘Grace Ann’, ‘Harald Knebel’  

Gilbert & Gail Hatfield (Lemon Grove):  

Barb Landon (Manhattan Beach): ‘Golden Due’, 

’Jovial’, ’Kiwi Rendezvous’, ‘Knebel's 

Farbenwunder’,  ‘Pixie Dust’ 

Mildred Mikas (Escondido): ‘Beautie Wegner ’, 

‘Fred Boutin’, ’Jalisco Joy’ 

Pat Neal (San Diego): ‘Fumiko Kida’, ‘Jalisco 

Joy’, ‘Paris Ballet’ 

Safari Park (San Pasqual Valley): ‘Charming 

Beauty’, ’Kiwi Honey Flash’ 

Gretchen Ward  (San Diego): ‘Christmas Elf’, 

‘Herbert S. Irwin’, ‘Jalisco Queen’  Species Blooming 
 

Barb Alvarez (Lemon Grove): Epiphyllum 
pumilum 
Heny Brandenburg (San Diego): Disocactus 
Macranthus 
Terence Brashear (Vista): E. pumilum 
Lauren Burnette (San Diego): E. oxypetalum  

Ron & Velma Crain (Chula Vista):  
Patricia Frank (San Diego): Lepismium 

houlletianum  

Celine Dion (Concord, CA):  
Safari Park (San Pasqual Valley): E. pumilum, 
E. thomasianum 
Theo Sieg (San Rafael): E. pumilum  

Linda Sinkovic (Santa Cruz): L. cruciforme,  
L. houlletianum ssp regnellii,  
Rhipsalis agudoensis, R. pilocarpa, R. 
puniceodiscus, R. teres f capilliformis 
Gretchen Ward  (San Diego): E. thomasianum  

‘Grace Ann’  
Photos by Jerry Moreau 

‘Natasha Paetz’  



 

 

Get Well Wishes 
 

Please keep these members in your  
thoughts and prayers. 

 

Sue Aldrich, Chuck Everson,  
Mel Horstman, & Emily Lovci 

 

And to be mindful of any member, 
family, or friends who are suffering 

during this pandemic. 
 

May we all be well and safe,  
until we meet again. 

              Keep In Touch 
 

Members are the most important part of our society. The epies are what bind us. 
Together we create more beauty for all to enjoy. As in any group, we are more potent 
together. Lifelong friendships are made in the society. Knowledge, plants, and passions 
are shared between members. Mostly, fun is had by all. We have members all over the 
world. 
 
Corresponding Secretary Corresponding@sdepis.org 
Membership Secretary Beth Jackson at 858-692-0314 or Membership@sdepis.org     
Newsletter Editors Jerry Moreau at 619-208-7654 and Linda Sinkovic at EpiNews@sdepis.org  
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SDES’s YouTube Channel  
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIuiTcWMQvn_GCVxNu7YltQ 
 
This is a place for the Society's videos. It’s new and videos are slowly 
being added as they are created. Currently you can watch a video of the 
old display house during the last season it was open (2017). We will be 
putting meeting programs and other educational videos. Subscribe to 
the channel to keep up to date on videos posted. 

Dear SDES, 

 Thank you so much for the beautiful flower 

arrangement sent in memory of Ron’s passing. 

 The orange roses, sunflower, deep red 

mums, straw flowers and branch of autumn leaves 

made me smile. 

 Flowers bring a message without words that 

express care and warmth.  

 It meant a great deal to me and my family. 

 
Sincerely,  
Joan Miller 

Emil Barrios, San Diego, CA 
Edward Broussard and Gerald Matranga, Riverside, CA 
Nikki Carr, San Diego, CA 
Margaret Horton, Sylacauga, AL 
Barbara Martin, Aliso Viejo, CA 

Welcome 
New Members 

‘Rococo’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

mailto:Corresponding@sdepis.org?subject=Corresponding%20Secretary
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org?subject=Membership
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIuiTcWMQvn_GCVxNu7YltQ
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 Below we have included quotes from our philosophers’ ancient and modern, famous and obscure, and 
sacred and profane; and in several languages. We have lifted these quotes completely out of context and here 
illuminated  them only under the relatively dim light of Epiphyllum culture and not under the bright light of 
their intended meaning.  Some of these phrases have an intended figurative meaning, but we will view them 
figuratively; some are the other way around;  and some make a broad statement, but we will take a narrow 
view.  Some of these will make appropriate mottoes for the lath house.  So, just sit back and enjoy! 

The Philosophy Of Epiphyllum Culture 

ureka! - Archimedes - I have it! (Motto of California) - A suitable exclamation of an Epi 
grower, who has found that desired Epi at last in a nursery.  
 
 
arfois dans un coin triste et noir pousse une fleur. François Coppée = Often in some dull, dark 
corner (of the lath house) blooms a flower. (or keep your eye open for unexpected surprises!) 
 
ch kenn ein Blümlein Wunderschön… - Goethe = I know a flower of beauty rare…(Might not 
this have been said often by Curt Knebel?) 
 
 

alingenius - Li’s est de nomine, non reo. = We’re fighting merely about names, not things. 
(Don’t we all feel this way at least once?) 
 
 

obbiest’s Motto? - Vauvenargues - Ceux qui se moquent des penchants sérieux aiment 
sérieusement les bagatelles. = People who sneer at those who give importance to their hobbies, 
are wont themselves to give importance to mere trifles.  
 
arker - The end crowns the word. (Growing an Epi from a cutting or a seed, and then finally 
being rewarded with a flower…) 
 
a planta muchas traspuesta ni crece, ni medra. = The plant often transplanted, neither grows nor 
thrives. (Let Epies be potbound, but when transplanting take care not to disturb the roots.) 
 
 

uther -  Gute Tage können wir nicht ertragen . = It is prosperity that we cannot endure. (Spray 
the stems of our Epies as often as you want. But loving them to death by overwatering the roots 
is just that.) 
 

t sementem feceris, ita metes. -  Cicero = You reap just what you sow. (unless you get the seeds 
mixed up!) 
 
 

  atthew (13,6) - Because they had no roots, the withered away. (When the Epi roots go, the   
   plant can not survive well, or if rot sets in, the plant can not survive for long.) 
 
 

ong of Solomon - ...the little foxes that spoil the vines…(any pest to our Epi ‘vines’: mealy bug, 
aphids, fungus, snails, etc.) 

REFERENCES:  
Lilian Dalbiac, Dictionary of Quotations (German, French).  
 

Thomas Benfield Harbottle, Dictionarv Qf Quotations (Classical).  
 

Hugh Percy Jones, Dictionary of Foreign Phrases and Classical Quotations.  
 

Burton Stevenson,  The Home Book of Bible Quotations.  
 
Reprinted from Epi News Volume 4 No. 11 & 12 

https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citation.php?mot=Ceux
https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citation.php?mot=qui
https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citation.php?mot=moquent
https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citation.php?mot=des
https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citation.php?mot=penchants
https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citation.php?mot=serieux
https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citation.php?mot=aiment
https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citation.php?mot=serieusement
https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citation.php?mot=les
https://dicocitations.lemonde.fr/citation.php?mot=bagatelles


 

 

As a benefit to members here is a list of resources 
for members.   
If you know of any resources you would like to 
have included, contact the editors.   
 
Epi Nurseries: 
 
Epi Galleria — Mark Piette 
http://www.epigalleria.com/  
 
Epi Haven https://epihaven.com/    
 
Epiphyllum World  — Don Cravalho  
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world 
 
Garden Jewels Nursery — Katie Lutz 
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/  
 
Heny’s Epiphyllums — Heny Brandenburg 
https://www.facebook.com/henysepiphyllums/  
 
Kakteen Haage — Ulrich Haage 
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/     
Passionate gardener since 1685  
 
Pacific Epiphyllum — Chris Welcher   
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/   

Plant Societies: 
 

Epiphyllum Society of America 
1st Tuesday of every month except in December or 
January @ 7:30 p.m. 
http://epiphyllums.org/ 
 

San Diego Bromeliad Society  
2nd Saturday of the month @ 10:00 a.m. 
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/ 
 

San Francisco Epiphyllum Society 
1st Thursday of the month @ 7:30 p.m. 
http://www.sfepi.org/ 
 

South Bay Epiphyllum Society 
2nd Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 p.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/511560205668403 

Resources 
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 News of interest to SDES membership, brief 
articles about our members, or our community 
are welcome.   

 Send any articles, photos, and questions.   

 Send submissions as a Word or Google 
document. Items can also be sent as text 
pasted into an email body. No PDFs 

 Please limit formatting. Avoid excessive 
bolding or tabs. Avoid words in all CAPS. 
Please proofread and spellcheck, esp. names. 

 Send photos as JPEGs. Please attach to an 
email to submit to the Editor. 

 All photos need caption and photographer's 
name. Photos need photographer's permission.  

 Use of photos is at Editor's discretion. 

 Send videos as MP4 or as a YouTube link. 
Videos must have videographer's permission. 

 Materials and submissions need contributor's 
name.   

 All submissions are at the editor’s discretion. 

 Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 
for inclusion in the following month’s Epi 
News. 

 If you are not sure?  Send it anyway. Email 
the editors at: EpiNews@sdepis.org 

Mission Statement 
 

SDES is a community of epi growers who 
encourage the study of epies and the interchange of 
ideas on growing, displaying, and collecting epies 

and its related species. 

Epi News Submissions 

SDES Officers 
 
President  Cindy Decker  
1st Vice President  Patricia Frank  
2nd Vice President Gretchen Ward 
Treasurer  Dennis Hughes  

Recording Sec. Sue Aldrich 
Corresponding Sec.  Beth Jackson 
Membership Sec. Beth Jackson 
Director 2020-21  Gilbert Hatfield 
Director 2020-21 Mildred Mikas 

Director 2020-21  David Cheever 

Director 2019-20  Ron Crain  

Director 2019-20 Paula Reynolds  ‘Christmas Kiss’ 
Photo by Gray/Davis Nursery 

http://www.epigalleria.com/
https://epihaven.com/
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/henysepiphyllums/
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/
http://epiphyllums.org/
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/
http://www.sfepi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/511560205668403
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
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One Last Thing 
 

These are the cultivars that Dick Kohlschreiber registered 

‘Beach Bum’ ‘EpiCon IX’ 

‘Fiesta De Flores’ 
‘Gladys’ Peach’ 

‘Happy New Year’ ‘It’s A Beauty’ 
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One Last Thing 
 

These are the cultivars that Dick Kohlschreiber registered 

‘Maidie Martin’ ‘Norma Cantafio’ 

‘Pedros White’ 

‘The Volunteers’ 

The view of the Pacific ocean from  
Dick Kohlschreiber’s back yard 

Photo by Linda Sinkovic 

Some of Dick’s registrations haven’t been seen in 
circulation for some time.  If you know about them 
please let the editors know. EpiNews@sdepis.org 
 
‘Autumn Jewel’, ‘Don Woolley’, ‘It’s A Beauty’, 
‘Gladys’ Peach’, ‘Maidie Martin’, ‘Mira’,  
‘Pedros White’, and ‘Verna McCarty’ 
 

mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News

