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Membership:   
 

Single $15.00 per year 
https://checkout.square.site/

pay/52076e42dc684d9a8d03f874b3a06e2c 
 

Dual $20.00 per year 
https://checkout.square.site/

pay/88eb5a5bdfb44cd7a0fbb422c28b5e35 
 
 

Have You Moved? 
If you have moved or recently changed your 
physical OR email address, please update your 
address so that you can continue to receive your 
newsletter without interruption.  
 
Send it to:  
San Diego Epiphyllum Society  c/o Membership  
PO Box 126127 San Diego, CA 92112-6127 
 
OR email Membership@sdepis.org 
OR for a faster response mail directly to Beth 
Jackson Membership Secretary—her address can be 
found in the membership roster  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc. (SDES) 
P.O. Box 126127 

San Diego, CA  92112-6127 
Epi News is published monthly by  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc.  
SDES Web Site: https://sdepis.org/ 

 
COPYRIGHT of by-line articles belong to the authors. 

Other contents, ©2021 SDES. All rights reserved.  
Photo credit SDES archives unless noted. 

 
  Editors — Jerry Moreau & Linda Sinkovic 

EpiNews@sdepis.org 
Design & layout by Jerry Moreau 

General Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. During this 
pandemic for everyone’s health and safety all 
meetings are held online. Check your emails for 
instructions and links.   
 
Board Meetings are the fourth Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. also held online.  All members 
are welcome to attend the board meeting. If you 
are interested in attending request the zoom link 
from the Membership Secretary, Correspondence 
Secretary, or the President.   

Calendar of Events  
 
February  10 General Meeting   
  24 Board Meeting 
 
March   10 General Meeting   
  24 Board Meeting 
 
Due to COVID-19 all meetings being held online. 
 
For the up to date calendar check out: 
http://sdepis.org/news-information/calendar/  

‘Dawn Of Hope’ 
George French hybrid 

Photo by Jerry Moreau 

https://checkout.square.site/pay/52076e42dc684d9a8d03f874b3a06e2c
https://checkout.square.site/pay/52076e42dc684d9a8d03f874b3a06e2c
https://checkout.square.site/pay/88eb5a5bdfb44cd7a0fbb422c28b5e35
https://checkout.square.site/pay/88eb5a5bdfb44cd7a0fbb422c28b5e35
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org?subject=Membership
https://sdepis.org/
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
http://sdepis.org/news-information/calendar/
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"The earth laughs in flowers." 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
 
Greetings All!  
 
     Hope your month is going 
well. I think the year is off to 
a great start. The warmer 
weather in mid-January saw 
some of my epis start to put 
out buds and perhaps if this 
keeps up we’ll have an early 

rush of blooms. My first go at hosting an online 
Zoom general meeting went off with only a couple 
of small hitches. I am so grateful for the friendships 
I’ve made through SDES and I look forward to 
seeing everyone who’s able to join us on Zoom as 
we continue meeting virtually until we can once 
again gather in Balboa Park. We’re working on some 
virtual events in the near future that I hope will be 
fun and successful for us all. Hang in there and hope 
your epis are growing well! 
 
 Be well and be safe, 

Keep In Touch 
 
Members are the most important part of our society. The epies are what bind us. 
Together we create more beauty for all to enjoy. As in any group, we are more potent 
together. Lifelong friendships are made in the society. Knowledge, plants, and 
passions are shared between members. Mostly, fun is had by all. We have members 
all over the world. 
 
Corresponding Secretary Sal Castellitto Corresponding@sdepis.org 
Membership Secretary Beth Jackson at 858-692-0314 or Membership@sdepis.org     
Newsletter Editors Jerry Moreau at 619-208-7654 and Linda Sinkovic at EpiNews@sdepis.org  

February’s program: February’s program: 
This month we will feature a program on George 
French. This beloved local hybridizer was the 
society's 2nd President;  this all around nice guy 
would have turned 106 this year. He left us much 
beauty to remember him by. With his almost 400 
hybrids it is likely that you grow one or more of 
his plants. What a legacy for us to enjoy! Come 
join us Tuesday February 10th at 7PM. The zoom 
link will be sent out by our Membership Secretary. 

SDES on YouTube 
 

This will be a place for the Society's videos. Currently you can watch a video of the 
old display house during the last season it was open (2017). In the future you will 
be able to find meeting programs and other educational videos. Subscribe to the 
channel to keep up to date on videos posted. 
 
 

Check it out!!!!!!   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIuiTcWMQvn_GCVxNu7YltQ 

George & Madeline French in 1999 at the 
Safari Park selling epies.  

President’s Corner Meeting Program 

mailto:Corresponding@sdepis.org?subject=Corresponding%20Secretary
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org?subject=Membership
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIuiTcWMQvn_GCVxNu7YltQ
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After an almost two month closure the Safari Park 
reopened on January 30th.  The volunteers were able 
to go back and check on how things were.  We 
started with weeding and fertilizing for blooms. 
During the closure the irrigation system took care of 
watering and the park horticulture staff continued to 
spray for pests. 

Safari Park Epi Collection & Display  
by Jerry Moreau 

Details of How To Become A Volunteer at the Safari Park 
can be found on our website.  Click on http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/ 

Pictures taking in January during the 
park closure by Andy Schucker,  
Safari Park Senior Operations 
Manager — Volunteer Services  

http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/


 

February 2021                              Epi News                      Page 5 

Winter Feeding 
By Dick Kohlschreiber 

Reprinted from the Epi-Gram VOL. XXVII, No. 1  

 Continue to watch weather reports for freezing 

conditions.  Do not prune frost damaged foliage until 
all threat of freeze has passed. 

 Watch for snails and slugs. 

 Promote good bloom in mature epies with a low 

nitrogen fertilizer (0-10-10).  Reapply regularly if you 
use a liquid. 

 To promote new growth on newly potted or 

immature epies, use a higher  nitrogen fer tilizer   
such as (5-10-10). 

 Protect against strong sun.  Don' t allow plants to 

be exposed to intense sunlight; even the winter sun can 
damage epies.  Unseasonably warm temperatures, extra 
water and/or shade may be needed.  Epies love to be 
misted when the air is dry. 

 Protect budding plants from bud drop by not 

moving plants. 

Now is the Time 

     Now is the time to apply some type of a "Hi 
Bloom" fertilizer to your plants. I've always used a 
2-10-10 formula. The numbers stand for the amount 
of nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium in the 
fertilizer.  
 
     The first number stands for nitrogen so in a  
2-10-10 formula it means that the fertilizer has 2% 
nitrogen. Nitrogen is needed for plant growth. If 
you have consistently cold temperatures, your 
plants really don't need any nitrogen but in southern 
California, we often have periods of warm weather 
during the winter and our plants can use a little 
nitrogen. 
 
     The second number stands for phosphorus 
(usually in the form of a phosphate) and this is what 
really stimulates the plant to form buds for blooms. 
The 2-10-10 has 10% phosphates. I have seen 
several brands of fertilizers with much higher 
amounts of phosphates and if you haven't had too 
many flowers in the previous years, you might try 
one of those. 
 
     The third number stands for the percentage of 
potassium in the fer tilizer  which affects the 
colors of the flowers. You should have much more 
vivid colors in your flowers if you give your plants 
potassium. 

     High Bloom fertilizers come in liquid or 
granular forms. The liquid fertilizers are absorbed 
almost immediately both by the roots and also the 
foliage. The granular forms are absorbed more 
slowly but I find them easier to use. And if I can 
get the fertilizer on the plants before a good rain, it 
really seems to work well. 
 
     You should also look to see if the fertilizer has 
any trace minerals included because those are 
always beneficial to the plants. If you're handling 
your plants, it's a good time to clean out the pots: 
pull the weeds and grass, replace some of the soil if 
needed and trim off the dead stems. 

Botanical Alert 
By Linda Sinkovic 

 
Rhipsalis rhombea is grown by many but until now 
there has never been a clear and unambiguous 
“type” specimen, and consequently not a detailed 
description of this species.  
 
 In Haseltonia 27, an article by Ralf Bauer and 
Nadja Korotkova contains a detailed description.  
This article also contains description of the 
taxonomic history and a discussion about the 
phylogenetic placement of R. rhombea.  
 
Haseltonia 27 will soon be available for purchase 
from the Cactus and Succulent Society of 
America's site. 
 
Bauer, R. & Korotkova, N. 2020. Neotypification of Rhipsalis rhombea 
(Rhipsalideae, Cactaceae) and its taxonomic history. Haseltonia 27: 95-101. 
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January Program Featured Expert Panel Video 

By Patricia Neal,  Photos by Chuck Everson and Don Shoemaker 

    The first meeting of 2021 began with new 

president Gretchen Ward welcoming our Zoom 

attendees and conducting a short business meeting.  

New treasurer Gerry Mikas gave an update on 

SDES funds and membership secretary Beth 

Jackson announced that we currently have 265 

active members. 

     The program featured a panel discussion that 

was videotaped at the March 1993 general meeting.  

Recently converted to digital, the 38-minute video 

was packed with excellent information and tips on 

growing epies that is just as relevant today as it was 

more than 25 years ago. 

     The panel was made up of late Nate Ogdon, 

Michele Davis, the late George French, and Jerry 

Williams with Gus Schlapfer, then first vice 

president, acting as moderator.  They opened with 

each describing the different areas they live in – 

coastal, North County, South Bay and inland.  Each 

described the range of temperatures in their area, 

the challenges they have and how they cope with 

those challenges.  They went on to cover their 

experiences, as well as anecdotes from other 

growers and took questions from the audience. 

The January program featured a 1993 panel discussion on epiphyllum growing with (from left to right) Nate Ogdon, 
George French, moderator and First Vice President Gus Schlapfer, Michele Davis and Jerry Williams.  The video is 
available on SDES’s YouTube channel at https://youtu.be/GArW_oiWpng  

     Wide-ranging topics covered many 

areas including: 
 

 Success with growing ‘Giant 

Empress’ and how small epies can 

bloom so heavily that after a few 

years they die back 

 Regular misting with the exception of 

grafts. 

 How the type of leaf growth reacts to 

temperature and watering.  For 

example, fine-leaved epies don’t do 

well with extreme heat but epies with 

thick, triangular growth prefer drier 

conditions. 

 Regular misting with liquid fertilizer 

can promote lush, rapid green growth, 

but growth can be more fragile and 

prone to breakage.  While this 

produces a lot of growth for making 

cuttings, plants that have hardened off 

produce more flowers.  

Continued on next page 

https://youtu.be/GArW_oiWpng
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January video continued… 

 Along those same lines, plants grown in 

the cooler, moister coastal areas will 

struggle when moved inland and can take 

up to two years to adjust. 

 The panelist talked about their potting mix 

recipes and pointed out that hotter, inland 

areas need to be looser mixes since they 

have to be watered more often in hot, dry 

weather.  Horticultural charcoal is one 

ingredient that many add to mixes.  While 

experts claim that it doesn’t add anything 

in the way of nutrients to mixes, epi 

growers say it keeps the mix “sweeter” 

and roots often proliferate in and  

around the area with a lot of charcoal. 

 Causes of spotting and yellowing leaves, as 

well as epies that persistently have red leaves 

 Wressey Cocke’s 50’s cross. 

     In addition to the panelists, Dick Chadwick, 

Jean Gray and George Plaisted can be heard 

contributing to the discussion. Sadly, these 

valuable members are no longer with us. 

     This video is a unique opportunity to hear the 

voices of members who were essential to the 

success of SDES throughout the 1980’s and 

1990’s.  If you missed the meeting on Zoom, you can 

watch the video on SDES’ YouTube channel at 

https://youtu.be/GArW_oiWpng 

Meet the Video Panelists 

Nate Ogdon and his wife Dorothy 

were  active SDES members for 

almost 30 years joining in the 70s. 

Nate was instrumental in the 

construction of the display house at 

the Safari Park which was built in 

the 1980s.  Originally they were 

avid orchid growers until they 

discovered epies, but also continued 

to grow a wide variety of plants. 

Michele Davis, co-owner of Gray/

Davis Epiphyllums along with her 

late mother Jean Gray, joined SDES 

in the 1980s. They were active 

members who eventually turned their 

love of epies into a business.  While 

no longer in business, the website is 

still online at Gray/Davis 

Epiphyllums (cactus-mall.com) so 

viewers can enjoy their excellent 

photos. 

George French, a founding 

member of SDES, served as one 

of the earliest presidents and 

coordinated some of our first 

shows.  His hybrids are well-

known and grown around the 

world.  He and his wife Madeline 

were active in all aspects of 

SDES.  They often opened their 

garden to tours and hosted epi 

fans from near and far. 

Jerry Williams along with Chuck 

Everson owned Rainbow Gardens 

Nursery in Vista.  Long-time epi and 

cacti enthusiasts, they started their 

nursery in La Habra and moved to 

Vista when they purchased the 

nursery California Epi Center in the 

1980s. They were members of ESA 

before SDES was formed and gave 

many slide presentations. 

Gus Schlapfer 

Gus Schlapfer, a Master  Gardener , was an active member  who served as president, first 

vice president and director and his late wife Marge coordinated two Mother’s Day Shows in the 

early 1990s.  They both worked with the epi collection at the Safari Park and always 

participated in the Mother’s Day Shows and Sales. 

Nate Ogdon Michele Davis 

Jerry Williams George French 

https://youtu.be/GArW_oiWpng
file:///C:/Users/Jerry/Documents/005_3A.zip
file:///C:/Users/Jerry/Documents/005_3A.zip
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50’s Cross — What is it? 
     From time to time we hear the term "50’s cross". This 
denotes the 50th cross made by hybridizer Wressey Cocke, back 
in the 1970s.  This was a cross of ‘Ruby Snowflake’ x ‘Tassel’, 
and has produced many wonderful multi petaled flowers. 
 
‘Ruby Snowflake’ registered c.1975 is a dark red full-petaled 
medium sized flower with narrow and crinkled petals. 
 

‘Tassel’ registered c.1960 is a light pink flower with narrow 
pointed, crinkled and notched petals. A large flower with four 
rows of ninety or more petals.  

‘Ruby Snowflake’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

‘Tassel’ 

‘African Queen’  
‘American 

Sweetheart’  
‘Angel Fluff’  
‘Aunt Eleanor’  
‘Beautiful Day’  
‘Beauty Queen’  
‘Beyond 

Measure’  
‘Big A’ 
‘Bob Grimshaw’  
‘Campfire’ 
‘Candy Apple’  
‘Copacabana’  
‘Cranberry 

Punch’  
‘Cuppa Salsa’  
‘Curtain Call’ 
‘Empress Of 

Mercury’  
‘Epi Society’  
‘Fifty Grand’  
‘Four Winds’  

‘Gaia’ 
‘Gene Lund’ 
‘Grape Jelly’  
‘Grimshaw's 

Rose 
Perfection’  

‘Gypsy Lullaby’  
‘Haley's Comet’  
‘Hot 'N Spicy’  
‘How About 

That’  
‘Ice Pink’  
‘Imperial 

Majesty’  
‘Libra’  
‘Mae's Delight’  
‘Magnificent 

One’  
‘Miss America’  
‘Ostrich Feather’  
‘Paris Ballet’  
‘Perfect 

Moment’  

‘Petal Pusher’  
‘Pink Plumes’  
‘Renee Lynn’  
‘Royal Heir’ 
‘Ruby Pinwheel’  
‘Satin Jewel’  
‘Scirocco’  
‘Screen Test’  
‘Sheer 

Perfection’  
‘Slightly Sassy’  
‘Slim Hathaway’  
‘Star Wars’  
‘Sunsplash’  
‘Tangerine 

Sunrise’  
‘The Big Apple’  
‘Tia Maria’  
‘Triple Crown’  
‘Untamed’  
‘Valentine 

Hearts’  
‘Velma F.’ 

‘African Queen’ 
Photo by Galen Pittman 

‘American Sweetheart’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 
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50’s Cross continued… 

‘Big A’ 
Photo by Phil Peck 

‘Bob Grimshaw’ 
Photo by Chuck Everson 

‘Campfire’ 
Photo by Roger Chapin 

‘Candy Apple’ 
Photo by Roger Chapin 

‘Curtain Call’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

‘Empress of Mercury’ 
Photo by Roger Chapin 
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‘Beauty Queen’ 
Photo by Chuck Everson 

50’s Cross continued… 

‘Epi Society’ 
Photo by Roger Chapin 

‘Fifty Grand’ 
Photo by Joyce Carr 

‘Four Winds’ above and below, flower is variable 
Photo above by Chuck Everson 
Photo below by Robert Kuettle 

‘Gene Lund’ Photo by Robert Kuettle 
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50’s Cross continued… 

‘Pink Plumes’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

‘Gypsy Lullaby’ 
Photo by Robert Kuettle 

‘Hot ‘N’ Spicy’ 
Photo by Phil Peck 

Photo by Gray/Davis Nursery 

‘Ostrich Feather’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

‘Petal Pusher’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 



 

February 2021                              Epi News                      Page 12 

Get Your Facts First 
 
“Get your facts first, then you can distort them as much as you please…”  Mark Twain 

     By Linda Sinkovic 

Continued page 14 

 

 

     Although it's February, this month I'd like to talk 
about Schlumbergera and Rhipsalidopsis hybrids.  In 
this country, they are often collectively referred to as 
“Holiday Cacti”. Perhaps this is because 
Schlumbergera hybrids are called “Christmas 
Cacti”1 and Rhipsalidopsis 2 hybrids are called 
“Easter Cacti”.  
 
     Rhipsalidopsis hybrids are all ultimately derived 
from the cross of Rhipsalidopsis gaertneri and R. 
rosea.3  Grown as houseplants in colder parts of the 
world, here in coastal central and southern California 
they are often grown outdoors.  In the northern 
hemisphere, they typically flower in the spring 
(March to May).4    Flower colors range from white 
through orange, pink and red to purple, including 
flowers with multiple colors.  As far as culture, 
remember their ancestors are from cloud forests in 
southern and southeastern Brazil, so they like 
humidity and moderate temperatures.5  If you are 
growing outdoors, grow them in semi-shade. Do not 
overwater them, they are very sensitive to 
overwatering.6  However, do not let them dry out. 
About once a month, I feed my plants with very 
diluted 10-10-10 when watering. 
 
     Schlumbergera hybrids require the same growing 
conditions7 although in my experience they can deal 
with a little more shade. Like Rhipsalidopsis, 
Schlumbergera species are native to southeastern 
Brazil and grow in areas with higher humidity.8 
 
     As far as flowers, the range of colors is the same 
as that of Rhipsalidopsis hybrids, with the addition 
of yellow.   Along with a wider range of flower 
colors, Schlumbergera hybrids have a longer 
flowering period, usually from October through 
January.9  They may flower at other times of the 
year, especially hybrids with S. orssichiana 
parentage.10  
 
     However, the majority of Schlumbergera hybrids 
are descended from S. truncata, a species with 
variable flower colors.  S. truncata hybrids have also 
been crossed with other Schlumbergera species, 
including S. russelliana (Schlumbergera ×buckleyi).  
 
If you grow Holiday Cacti, there is an excellent 

resource at:  www.schlumbergera.net   
      
     Here you can find all the information in this 
article and more,11 including a database containing 
Rhipsalidopsis and Schlumbergera hybrids, a list of 
hybrids which you can download, and instructions 
and forms with which to register your own hybrids.  
Highly recommended. 
 
     Wear your mask in public. Stay healthy.  Enjoy 
any offseason blooms. See you next month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Gemini’ 

’Sirius’ 

‘Samba Brazil’ 

http://www.schlumbergera.net


 

February 2021                              Epi News                      Page 13 

 

 I am originally from San Diego, born and raised. I 
grew up in Pacific Beach, so a large part of my 
youth was spent in the ocean. I especially loved 
swimming and being out in the waves or in the 
family pool. I grew up with a love of the outdoors 
and gardening. My mother was an avid gardener 
and she taught me well. I tended my very own first 
vegetable garden when I was still in elementary 
school. One of my jobs as a kid was to water the 
plants. I still love to water the plants. I find it very 
calming and enjoyable. Other than gardening and 
growing epis, my other interests are National Parks 
and American Sign Language (that is a story for 
another time). I was a nationally certified sign 
language interpreter before I went to work for the 
National Park Service (NPS) 35 years ago. My sign 
language skills have always come in handy (pun 
intended).  
 
I retired after an amazing career as an archaeologist/
planner/park ranger in several national parks and a 
couple of other federal agencies. I have worn lots of 
different hats along the way, but my favorite is my 
ranger flat hat that proudly hangs on the wall in my 
home. My favorite park I worked at was Mesa 
Verde National Park where I combined my interests 
in archaeology, history, plants, and parks. I have 
always enjoyed learning about ethnobotany and 
how people have used plants over time.  
 
I joined SDES in May of 2016 as a direct result of 
meeting Cindy Decker at the Del Mar Spring Home 
Show. I bought some plants from the SDES booth 
and then attended the Mother’s Day event and 
joined at that time. I am currently serving as 
president of SDES. Previously I was 2nd VP for two 
years, in charge of organizing and overseeing the 
Mother’s Day Show. I am also currently serving as 
the Society’s historian, although I am still learning a 
lot about the history of the group since I am a 
relatively new member.  

 
When I first moved back to San Diego in 2015 I 
told my husband that I wanted to grow myself a 
jungle when I retired. Little did he know what he 
was in for. We had moved so much over the years 
that I wanted to put down roots (literally and 
figuratively) in my hometown and I did not want to 
have to give away my plants again because we were 

going to make another career move. I also have 
realized a goal of mine by becoming a Master 
Gardener last year through the County of San Diego 
and the University of California, Cooperative 
Extension. 
 
Epis are a connection to my mother. I remember she 
bought her first epis from Walter Andersen’s 
nursery when I was maybe 8 or 10 years old. I grew 
up with them blooming in our backyard every year. 
One of my fondest memories is of us sitting in the 
backyard on a late summer evening enjoying the 
scent of the oxypetalum floating across the pool to 
where we were sitting. Epis brought my mom so 
much joy and they remind me of her every time I 
walk out and see them in my yard now, especially 
the ones that I inherited from her. The plants I 
inherited are an Epiphyllum oxypetalum, ‘Padre,’ 
and a purple whose name is unknown, and another 
white bloomer that is likely Disocactus crenatum 
(syn. Epiphyllum crenatum). 

 
I started growing epis from cuttings of my mother’s 
plants about 40 years ago. I wish I had known about 
SDES back then as I probably would have joined 
and had the pleasure of knowing so many of the 
people whose hybrids I now grow. I currently have 
about 300 epi hybrids and seven epi species in my 
collection. I also have Disocactus, Rhipsalis, and 
several other epiphytic cacti. I especially like 
collecting species and anything with an unusual 

Gretchen 
Ward 
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bloom or growth habit. Recently I have become 
interested in Schlumbergera and Rhipsalidopsis 
(holiday cacti) and have now added several to my 
collection. I am also fond of bromeliads, 
Cymbidium orchids, hoyas, and lots of succulents 
scattered throughout the yard. Basically, I am a 
plant-aholic, or plant hoarder, not sure which is the 
most apt description. 
 
The first epi I bought from the Society was ‘Going 
Bananas’ as a cutting which has grown very well 
for me and is one of my favorite blooms. My other 
favorite is ‘Frida Kahlo.’ I also have come to really 
enjoy seeing the blooms of my species, especially 
Epiphyllum pumilum. I love the multiple small 
blossoms on that species.  
 
One of the best things you can do for your epis is 
to attend the pre-meeting workshops for tips on 
growing better and healthier plants. Additionally, 
volunteering at the Safari Park has taught me how 
to care for a large collection. I have also learned to 
only buy plants from trustworthy sellers. And the 
best advice I can offer is that if you want to collect 
plants be sure to tag and label your pots!!!  

Notes: 
*1 Sometimes they are also called “Thanksgiving Cactus” 
because of blooming earlier in the season.  As far as I 
know, this name is only used in here in the US; in Japan, 

Schlumbergera hybrids are called シャコバサボテ

ン,“shakobasaboten” (“Crab Leaf Cactus”).  

*2 You might also see them with plant tags calling them 
Hatiora hybrids. 
*3 This first cross was made in 1932, by Alfred Gräser.  It 
was described in 1939 by Prof. Dr. Erich Werdermann as 
Rhipsalis × graeseri in Kakteenkunde; in 1953 the name 
was changed to Rhipsalidopsis × graeseri. 
*4 Some years, my Rhipsalidopsis hybrids are still 
blooming in July.  This might be because I live in a slightly 
cooler climate than southern California. 
*5 By moderate temperatures, I mean between 45˚F and 
85˚F (7˚C to 29˚C). Note that Schlumbergera hybrids with 
white and yellow flowers may have a pink tinge if the 
flower buds experience temperatures below about 65˚F 
(18˚C) while they are growing.  I have not noticed this 
'pinking' in Rhipsalidopsis hybrids. 
*6 Both of the Rhipsalidopsis species are really sensitive to 
overwatering and will react by falling apart.  The hybrids 
are a little less sensitive, but not by much.  So be careful 
with the water. 
*7 And can also be grown outdoors in coastal central and 
southern California. 
*8 Of course, there are exceptions.  Not all Schlumbergera 
species are epiphytic; for example, S. opuntioides (ancestor 
to Schlumbergera × exotica) and S. microsphaerica grow 
on rocks at high altitudes up in the mountains on the border 
of Minas Gerais (Brazil).  Also, these two species like it 
cool to cold, despite what I said earlier about moderate 
temperatures.  From personal experience I can add that S. 
opuntioides absolutely hates hot weather; also, be very 
careful about watering.  Honestly, growing S. opuntioides 
is a major challenge for me. 
*9 Some years my Schlumbergera hybrids will flower in 
May and June and then resume in September.  
*10 Sometimes referred to as Schlumbergera × reginae, 
this includes the Queen series such as 'Bristol Queen'; 
another hybrid with S. orssichiana ancestry is 'Izzie', a 
Dolly Kölli hybrid.   
*11 Except for my opinionated comments, of course.  

 
Resources: 
Bockemühl, J. 1997. Schlumbergera truncata (Haworth) Moran. EPIG 9
(3), 99-103. 
Day, Edi. 1997. “Schlumbergera microsphaerica (Schumann) Hövel und 
Schlumbergera opuntioides (Löfgren et Dusen) Hunt zwei schwierig zu 
kultivierende Hochgebirgsarten”,  EPIG 9(3), 123-126. 
Hunt, D., et al, The New Cactus Lexicon, 2006, ISBN 0 9538134 4 4 
McMillan, A.J.S., and Horobin, J.F.  Christmas Cacti: The genus 
Schlumbergera and its hybrids, 1995. Kew, Richmond, Surrey, UK. ISBN 
0 9517234 6 4 
Werdermann, E. 1939. “Zur Neuheit-Prüfung vorgelegte Züchtungen”, in 
Kakteenkunde, 10-11. Accessed 12 January 2021.  https://
www.cactuspro.com/biblio_fichiers/pdf/Kakteenkunde/
Kakteenkunde1939.pdf  
schlumbergera.net. 2021. Hybridization. Accessed 17 January 2021. 
https://www.schlumbergera.net/hybridization/ 

GYFF continued... Gretchen continued... 

‘Izzie’ 

‘Xmas Flame’ 
Photos by Linda Sinkovic 
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Online Sale Preparations in Planning Stages 

Article and photos by Patricia Neal 

 With a new year, epi lovers begin to look forward to 

the spring season when we start searching for the first signs 

of buds on our plants and the excitement of shows, sales 

and getting together with our fellow epi enthusiasts. 

 Sadly, this year it looks like we will not be able to 

have our annual Mother’s Day Show and Sale in Balboa 

Park.  Instead, we will build on last year’s ground-breaking 

firsts and plan for another Facebook show and online sale. 

 Last year with “can do” spirit, Gerry Mikas and 

Gilbert Hatfield, put together a hugely successful pop-up 

store on the SDES website with only a few weeks planning.  

We started with low expectations and small inventory to see 

how well it worked and if people were interested in buying.  

Boy, were they!  The minute the store opened, we were 

overwhelmed with orders and quickly sold out of most 

items. 

 This year we’re taking the lessons learned last year 

and using them to put together another sale with a larger 

inventory and more opportunities for members to assist in 

preparation for the sale as well as during the sale. 

 Last year we filled 260 orders that went out to 16 

states.  We expected most of our buyers would be from the 

San Diego area but were surprised by the many buyers from 

across the country.  The sale lasted only two and a half 

weeks because our inventory of 342 different epiphyllum 

hybrids sold quickly. 

 This year we’re able to start planning much earlier 

and hope to offer more hybrids, as well as species and other 

epicacti.  For that we need your help! 

 Again, this year Gerry and Gilbert will lead the sale 

with the addition of a sale coordinator – 2nd Vice President 

Pat Neal.     

Continued on next page 

‘Yellow Tang’ 

‘Frosted Raspberry’ 

‘Up In Flames’ 

‘Shimmer’ 

‘Spanish Gold’ ‘Over The Top’ 
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Online Sale… 

 Gerry will again be Warehouse Manager in 

charge of inventory, packing and shipping out of his 

garage. 

 Gilbert will be Sales Manager and will work 

with Gerry to maintain an accurate inventory in 

advance of sale opening.  He will be in charge of 

loading the website with photos, descriptions and sale 

details. 

 Our 2nd VP position is responsible for the 

annual show and sale so Pat will be coordinating 

volunteers and the collection and processing of sale 

material, as well as assisting wherever needed during 

preparation and sales 

‘Astronaut’ - CLDG 

Sale Details 

 

Exact sale dates will be determined later, but we anticipate opening the store in 

late May.  The length of the sale will be determined by available inventory and how 

quickly sales go.  Stayed tuned! 

 This year we will be adding larger plants to the online sale; however, they will be 

for local pick-up only.   We sold a few one-gallon plants last year and this year we will 

add them to the site so local-based shoppers can purchase them in advance. 

 The sale will again be U.S. only because we don’t have authorization to ship 

outside the county. 

SDES’s first on-line sale in 2020 was a great success.  This year we’ll feature another 
sale with a larger selection of hybrids and species.  Start date for the sale will be 
announced in the May issue of Epi News. 

Continued on next page 
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Online Sale… 

Sale Preparation 
 What can you do to help?  As usual, we would like all members to donate 

cuttings, but there are other areas where you can participate. 

 

 Start making cuttings.  At an in-person sale, shoppers can look at the quality of the 

cutting and decide whether to purchase it.  In an online sale, they must rely on us to 

provide a quality product.  Cuttings should be clean and healthy and at least 7” to 11” 

long.  Longer branches are acceptable if we can make at least two cuttings from 

them.  If you label the long one, our crew of volunteers can cut and label them.  

Donating much longer cuttings will save you the time of making small ones and 

labeling each one.  When making your cuttings, ask yourself, “Would I buy this 

cutting?  Would I be happy to receive this cutting in the mail?” 

 

 In April we will need volunteers who can collect cuttings from members either by 

picking them up or letting people drop them off at your place or a convenient 

collection point.  Please adhere to COVID guidance restrictions. 

 

 Due to COVID restrictions we will not hold cutting parties like we have in past 

years, but we will need about 6 volunteers for processing and quality control after 

cuttings are collected.  This involves checking labeling, consistency of length 

(cuttings need to fit in shipping envelopes), counting cuttings for inventory, and 

bagging cuttings alphabetically for the shipping warehouse. 

 

 Save any padded envelopes that you receive in the mail — like the ones Amazon 

uses.  Recycle them with us!  We can use them for cuttings   When you have 

accumulated a quantity of them, please contact Pat Neal for collection instructions. 

 

 Do you have potted cuttings that can be donated to the sale?  If you do, we would 

like an inventory of the plant names and the number of plants as soon as possible so 

we can start building our inventory database.  We will let you know when the 

warehouse is ready to accept plants. 

 

 Please send inventories of potted plants — all sizes — that you can donate to the sale 

to Pat Neal at pneal@san.rr.com.  Or you can mail them to Pat at 2521 Murray Ridge 

Rd. S.D. CA 92123 

Continued on next page 

mailto:pneal@san.rr.com?subject=SDES%20Sale
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Online Sale… 

During the Sale 
 

 Filling orders, packing, and shipping preparations. 

 

 Stocking and keeping inventory up-to-date. 

 

 Delivering packages to the post office.  Gerry will print pre-paid address labels 

for packages, so they will only need to be dropped off. 

 

 End of sale clean-up. 

 

 We would like to maintain a list of volunteers who would be available to assist 

Gerry as needed.  For this we will need name, phone number, email address, 

and what days of the week you would be available to help. 

 

 We already have a few people who have signed up to assist. If you would like 

to help please let Pat Neal know.  You can contact her by email at 

pneal@san.rr.com, at 858-565-0340 (landline with message machine) or 

send a text to 619-318-7459. 
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‘Evening Delight’ 

mailto:pneal@san.rr.com?subject=SDES%20Sale
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Want/Wish List 
     If you have epies on your wish list that you are 
looking for it is possible someone in the Society has it 
and is willing to share a cutting or two with you.        
     As a service and benefit to members this list is 
being included in the newsletter.  Send your wish list 
along with contact information to the editors to get it 
added here. 
 
Doug Gates: douggates@gmail.com 
Epiphyllum laui, E. phyllanthus, E. baueri 
 

Marcie Horton: marciehor ton412@gmail.com  
‘Alakazam’, ‘Alchemy’, ‘Connie Mayer’, 
‘Frühlingsgold’, ‘Jalisco Joy’, ‘Kiwi Honey Bea’, 
‘Tangerine’, ‘Vanilla Sunset’ 
 

Bridget Kleindienst: Bkleindienst13@gmail.com  
‘Baby Cake’, ‘Crystal Claret’, ‘Heather’ 
 

Andrea McArthur: acmcarthur@roadrunner.com 
‘Queen Tatiana’  
 

Michal McKee: folklor ist@gmail.com 
‘Elegans Lei’ 
 

Tom Moore: phyllocactus1952@yahoo.com 
‘Amaranthinus’, ‘Coopermanni’, ‘Daniela Paetz’, 
‘Desert Thorns’, ‘Devauxii’, ‘Hansei’,  ‘Helenae’,  
‘Ignescens’, ‘Jacques Courant’, ‘Jenkinsonii’, 
‘Jennifer’, ‘Johnson’s Beauty’, ‘Splendidus’  
\ 
Jerry Moreau: jerrysdca@cox.net ‘Pink Jeroma’ 
 

Virginia Payne vpayne22@gmail.com  
‘Clarity’s Laniakea’, ‘Over the Top‘, ‘Ruby 
Pinwheel’, ‘Vanilla Sunset’, ‘Venetian Affair’ 
 

Paula Reynolds: paularey@aol.com ‘Sunset Cliffs’, 
‘Voltaire’ 
 

Janice Wakefield: jwakefield.home@gmail.com   
‘Bobby Brynildsen’, ‘Jasa’, ‘White Cloud’  

Off-Season Blooms 
 

     This list is a bit of informal research of off-
season epi blooms. Here you can track which epis 
have been blooming consistently off-season over the 
years.  
 

     If you would like to add to the research and list 
what epies have been blooming in your yard, email 
the editors with your list of off-season blooms. 
 

     Here is what has been blooming in January. 
 
Heny Brandenburg (San Diego): ‘Bling Bling’, 
‘Clair Paetz’. ‘Felcino Festival’. ‘Jalisco Ancoo’, 
‘Jalisco Cowi’, ‘Jalisco Curly’, ‘Jemo’, ‘Rudolf’s 
Delight’, ‘Rudolf’s Surprise’, ‘Thirty Heartbeats’, 
‘Thirty Kisses’, ‘Thirty Snowflakes’, ‘Thirty 
Wishes’, ‘Thirty Wonders’, ‘Ucayali Gold’ 
Sandra Chapin (Rancho Bernardo): ‘Ernst 
Gündchen’, ‘Ramona Paetz’, ‘Michael Rachfahl’ 
Ron & Velma Crain (Chula Vista): ‘Felcino 
Fairy’, ‘Jemo’ 
Celine Dion (Concord): Ernst Gündchen’,  
‘Mr. C’   
Beth Jackson (San Diego): ‘Felcino Filou’, 
‘Guiding Star’ 
Jerry Moreau (San Diego): ‘Jemo’ 
Pat Neal (San Diego): ‘Bob Grimshaw’,  
‘Fumiko Kida’ 
Kathy Reeve (Palos Verdes Peninsula): ‘Whatta 
Dream’ 
Safari Park (San Pasqual Valley): ‘Alice’s Pet’. 
‘Herbert S. Irwin’, ‘Jalisco Joy’, ‘Möve’, ‘Striped 
Beauty’ 
Pat Shea (Por t Char lotte, FL): Disocactus 
Macranthus hybrid 
 

Species Blooming 
 

Barb Alarez (Lemon Grove): Epiphyllum pumilum  
Mike Davis (San Bruno): Disocactus macranthus 
Celine Dion (Concord): D. macranthus, 
Lepismium houlletianum 
Safari Park (San Pasqual Valley):   

D. macranthus 
Linda Sinkovic (Santa Cruz):  
D. macranthus, L. houlletianum ssp 
houlletiana, Rhipsalis floccosa ssp 
tucumanensis,  
R. mesembryanthemoides, R. pacheco-
leonis, R. pilocarpa, R. puniceodiscus 

R. floccosa ssp tucumanensis                                 

Photos by Linda Sinkovic 

D. macranthus                                   

mailto:douggates@gmail.com
mailto:mailtomarciehorton412@gmail
mailto:Bkleindienst13@gmail.com
mailto:acmcarthur@roadrunner.com
mailto:folklorist@gmail.com
mailto:phyllocactus1952@yahoo.com
mailto:jerrysdca@cox.net
mailto:vpayne22@gmail.com
mailto:paularey@aol.com
mailto:jwakefield.home@gmail.com
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SDES member Darrell Jenkins  
passes in January 

 
     Darrell was a member of SDES, SBES, and the ESA.  We didn't see 
him at San Diego meetings because he lived in Harbor City, 
CA.  However, he was often at the South Bay Epiphyllum Society 
meetings and shows. He was friendly and loved to tell stories.  
 
     Darrell originally got the epi bug from his father, Perry Jenkins. Perry 
hybridized a handful of epies and Darrell registered them. Darrell’s 
collection was over 80 years old. He has been very generous to SDES, 
donating many rare and older hybrids to the collection at the Safari Park.  
 
     He will be missed. 

City Farmer Nursery 
 
Many of us here in San Diego loved to go to City 
Farmer Nursery.  The society would buy some gift 
certificates for the name badge raffle and buy 
supplies for the Safari Park.  Just this year we 
purchased a pallet of coir for our work at the park.  
Bill will be missed.   
 
From City Farmers Nursery 
We wish we were able to share this news personally 
with each of you, the way Bill would have: across 
the nursery's front counter - the place he was 
happiest - where you approach as a customer and 
leave as a friend. 
 
On Tuesday, after a six year, extraordinary and 
uphill battle against cancer and liver failure, our 
founder, Bill Tall, passed away. He was at home, 
surrounded by the ever-present sounds of the 
nursery; the background music of a life well lived. 
 
A true Individual - there was, and will only ever be, 
one Farmer Bill. 
 
In 1972, at the age of 16, Bill came down to an 
undeveloped bit of land at the corner of Home & 

Euclid, putting in long days for nearly fifty years - 
days that he said never felt like work at all because 
he loved it so - Bill built a place unlike any other. 
 
The youngest son of Nathan and Bertha Tall, from 
an early age Bill has been a tireless advocate for 
school and community gardens, children's access to 
nature, farm animals, and hands-on learning. 
 
Bill was a multi-year president of CAN, the 
California of Nurserymen. He was a community 
business advocate, a small business proponent, and 
the founder of Nate's Deli (now @natesgardengrill). 
He did all this, and so much more, from his little bit 
of the country in the heart of the city. 
 
Thank you for being with Bill and us through his 
journey. Our journey now, together, continues. 
 
The nursery will pause business this week, 
reopening Thursday, February 4th, allowing our 
family and staff time together. Sunday curbside 
pickup will remain open. We thank you for your 
patience and grace as we mourn, gather ourselves, 
and prepare for a future guided by our founder's 
brilliance, heart, humor, and love for plants and 
people. 
 
If you'd like to read more about Bill's journey and 
the folks who made it possible, please go to 
cityfarmersnursery.com/farmerbill 
 
Warmly, 
The Tall & City Farmers Nursery family  

https://www.cityfarmersnursery.com/
https://www.instagram.com/natesgardengrill/
https://www.cityfarmersnursery.com/farmerbill
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As a benefit to members here is a list of resources 
for members.  If you know of any resources you 
would like to have included, contact the editors.   
 
Epi Nurseries: 
 
Epi Galleria — Mark Piette 
http://www.epigalleria.com/  
 
Epi Haven https://epihaven.com/    
 
Epiphyllum World  — Don Cravalho  
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world 
 
Garden Jewels Nursery — Katie Lutz 
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/  
 
Heny’s Epiphyllums — Heny Brandenburg 
https://www.facebook.com/henysepiphyllums/  
 
Kakteen Haage — Ulrich Haage 
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/     
Passionate gardener since 1685  
 
Pacific Epiphyllum — Chris Welcher   
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/   

Plant Societies: 
 

Cactus & Succulent Society of America 
https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/ 
SDES is an affiliate member.  SDES members are 
welcome at meetings and webinars. See website 
for more information.  
 

Epiphyllum Society of America 
1st Tuesday of every month except in December 
or January @ 7:30 p.m. 
http://epiphyllums.org/ 
 

San Diego Bromeliad Society  
2nd Saturday of the month @ 10:00 a.m. 
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/ 
 

San Francisco Epiphyllum Society 
1st Thursday of the month @ 7:30 p.m. 
http://www.sfepi.org/ 
 

South Bay Epiphyllum Society 
2nd Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 p.m.  
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/511560205668403 

Resources 

 News of interest to SDES membership, brief 
articles about our members, or our community 
are welcome.   

 Send any articles, photos, and questions.   

 Send submissions as a Word or Google 
document. Items can also be sent as text 
pasted into an email body. No PDFs 

 Please limit formatting. Avoid excessive 
bolding or tabs. Avoid words in all CAPS. 
Please proofread and spellcheck, esp. names. 

 Send photos as JPEGs attached in an email to 
submit to the Editor. 

 All photos need caption and photographer's 
name. Photos need photographer's permission.  

 Use of photos is at Editor's discretion. 

 Send videos as MP4 or as a YouTube link. 
Videos must have videographer's permission. 

 Materials and submissions need contributor's 
name.   

 All submissions are at the editor’s discretion. 

 Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 
for inclusion in the following month’s Epi 
News. 

 If you are not sure?  Send it anyway. Email 
the editors at: EpiNews@sdepis.org 

Mission Statement 
SDES is a community of epi growers who 

encourage the study of epies and the interchange of 
ideas on growing, displaying, and collecting epies 

and its related species. 

Epi News Submissions 

SDES Officers 
 

President  Gretchen Ward 
1st Vice President  David Cheever 
2nd Vice President Patricia Neal 
Treasurer  Gerry Mikas  

Recording Sec. Open 
Corresponding Sec.  Sal Castellitto  
Membership Sec. Beth Jackson 
Immediate Past Pres. Cindy Decker  
Director 2020-21  Gilbert Hatfield 
Director 2020-21 Mildred Mikas 

Director 2020-21  Tim Paule 

Director 2019-20 Paula Reynolds  
Director 2019-20  Lauren Burnette  

http://www.epigalleria.com/
https://epihaven.com/
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/henysepiphyllums/
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/
https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/
http://epiphyllums.org/
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/
http://www.sfepi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/511560205668403
https://www.facebook.com/groups/511560205668403
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
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George & Madeline French at a Holiday Banquet 
Photo by Chuck Everson 

‘Crimson Arrow’ a nice off-season bloomer 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

‘Augustes’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

‘King Salmon’ 
photo by Jerry Moreau 

One Last Thing 

‘Dijonnaise’ 
Photo by Jerry Moreau 

‘Calisto’  
photo by Roger Chapin 

     A sneak peak at February’s program about George French and his hybrids 


