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Membership:   
 

Single $15.00 per year 
https://checkout.square.site/

pay/52076e42dc684d9a8d03f874b3a06e2c 
 

Dual $20.00 per year 
https://checkout.square.site/

pay/88eb5a5bdfb44cd7a0fbb422c28b5e35 
 
 

Have You Moved? 
If you have moved or recently changed your 
physical OR email address, please update your 
address so that you can continue to receive your 
newsletter without interruption.  
 
Send it to:  
San Diego Epiphyllum Society  c/o Membership  
PO Box 126127 San Diego, CA 92112-6127 
 
OR email Membership@sdepis.org 
OR for a faster response mail directly to Beth 
Jackson Membership Secretary—her address can be 
found in the membership roster  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc. (SDES) 
P.O. Box 126127 

San Diego, CA  92112-6127 
Epi News is published monthly by  

San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc.  
SDES Web Site: https://sdepis.org/ 

 
COPYRIGHT of by-line articles belong to the authors. 

Other contents, ©2021 SDES. All rights reserved.  
Photo credit SDES archives unless noted. 

 
  Editors — Jerry Moreau & Linda Sinkovic 

EpiNews@sdepis.org 
Design & layout by Jerry Moreau 

General Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. During this 
pandemic for everyone’s health and safety all 
meetings are held online. The Zoom room will 
open at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting will start 
afterwards.  Check your emails for instructions and 
links.   
 
Board Meetings are the fourth Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. also held online.  All members 
are welcome to attend the board meeting. If you 
are interested in attending request the zoom link 
from the Membership Secretary, Correspondence 
Secretary, or the President.   

‘Daisy Dean’ 
Photo by  

Robert Kuettle 

Editors note: The SDES 
logo is by a local San 
Diego artist, Sal Leon.   

Calendar of Events  
 
May  1-2 SBES online show 
  8-9 Mother’s Day online show 
  12  General Meeting   
  17  Online sale begins 
  26  Board Meeting 
 
June  12  General Meeting   
  26  Board Meeting 
 
Due to COVID-19 all meetings being held online. 
 
For the up to date calendar check out: 
http://sdepis.org/news-information/calendar/  
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Howdy everyone! I hope 

you are all well and getting 

ready for our upcoming 

online sale! Once again, we 

are showing great creativity 

and perseverance in the 

face of a continuing 

pandemic, though 

thankfully, perhaps there is 

light at the end of a long 

tunnel. While I know we all 

want to be back to having our in-person meetings 

and events, I think we have all done an amazing job 

at dealing with a difficult situation. We tried the 

online sale last year and it was a great success. 

We’ve managed to hold monthly meetings with just 

a short hiatus at the beginning of the shut down in 

2020, and now we are heading into another online 

sale and also a Mother’s Day virtual flower show 

that we will again host on our Facebook page. 

Special thanks go to our Second Vice President 

Patricia Neal who has worked on organizing our 

show and also working on our virtual sales team as 

the point person for the sale this year. Our team 

working on the nuts and bolts of the sale have done 

an amazing job preparing us for another venture 

into web based plant and cutting sales based on a 

massive effort to get everything organized. The 4” 

pots and the cuttings are getting set up and we’re 

almost ready to go. The last day to drop off cuttings 

for including in the sale is May 7. Please take 

advantage of the various drop off locations to get us 

your cuttings for the sale. We can’t do this without 

everyone’s help! A special thanks goes out to 

everyone who has volunteered their time and effort 

to get this going!! 

 

Till next time, 

May’s Program:  This month we will enjoy a presentation by Greg Adler on the 

Collection of Rainwater and its use in the Garden. 
 

Greg Alder is a Master Gardener with the University of California Cooperative 

Extension in San Diego County and creator of the website TheYardPosts.com, where 

he helps gardeners in Southern California grow food at home. He started gardening seriously about 15 

years ago when he lived in a rural village in Lesotho, Africa, as a Peace Corps teacher. He now lives on 

an acre in Ramona where he provides his wife and three children with most of their fruits and 

vegetables. Greg will be giving a presentation on the Collection of Rainwater and its use in the Garden. 
 

Come join us Wednesday May 12th. The zoom room will open at 6:30 p.m. for a bit of socializing and 

the meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m.  

President’s Corner 

Meeting Program 

        ‘Fayette’           ‘Jalisco Grace’    ‘Simply Jayne’ 
Photos by Don Burnett 

https://gregalder.com/yardposts/
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     We are seeing many buds (and some flowers) in 
the park epi collection. It’s a joyous time to be out 
there and it’s only going to get better as we move 
into the blooming season. It is exciting to see 
flowers bloom that we have not seen before. During 
this time we check the blooms to make sure they 
match their description in the Registry of Hybrids 
and Species. So far we have found one incorrect 
bloom: ‘If I Were King’ didn’t bloom correctly. The 
Registry says that it is a large orange flower, but 
what bloomed was a red and pink medium flower. 
So we took it out of the collection. Now we need to 
find the real ‘If I Were King’ to replace the incorrect 
plant. This is an important process to do each 
blooming season to make sure what you have in the 
collection is actually there. 
 

     I would like to welcome two new volunteers Jeff 
Hendershot and Forrest Echbrecht. They are both 
enthusiastic and passionate about epies and will fit 
in well with our group. 

     Helping out was Barb Alvarez, Sandra Chapin, 
Ron & Velma Crain, David Cheever, Cindy Decker, 
Dean Delibertis, Marie Dempewolf, Forrest 
Echbrecht, Jeff Hendershot, Beth Jackson, Heidi 
Lerner, Betsy & Jerry Markle, Ellen McCollum, 
Jerry Moreau, Tim Paule, Janice Wakefield, 
Gretchen Ward, and Paul van der Ploeg, 

Safari Park Epi Collection & Display  
by Jerry Moreau 

Details of How To Become A Volunteer at the Safari Park 
can be found on our website.  Click on http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/ 

‘Band Of Brothers’ ‘Harvest Queen’ 

‘Clarity’s Git’ ‘Delicate Jewels’ 

Some of the 
blooms at the park 

in April 
 

 
Photos by Jerry Moreau 

‘Frühlingsrauschen’ 

http://sdepis.org/volunteer/epi-house/
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Do You Love How Your Epies Grow? 

Article and photos by Gretchen Ward 

     Some are fond of saying, “It’s all about the 
flowers!” And while the flowers of our epis are 
spectacular every year, I say “What about their 
greenery?” Maybe this is strange to admit, but as 
much as I look forward to my epis being in bloom, 
I am just as pleased when I am enjoying their 
amazing growth. The shapes, the sizes, the 
different hues of green. The soft and pliable new 
grown stem and the old, hardened branch on a 
decades old favorite, I love how epies grow, do 
you?  
 
     This is not the love of sonnets and human 
relationships, but a feeling of satisfaction and joy 
in nature when I see the plants that I have 
propagated and grown to maturity putting their 
energy into eventually making those amazing 
flowers that we look forward to annually. It may 
have been the flowers that first caught my eye, but 
it is the regular tending to the plant that brings me 
continuous satisfaction. Regularly I check for 
insects and other pests that dare to chew on my 
lovely green stems. I worry about them when we 
are due for freezing or near-freezing temperatures, 
or when hail is in the forecast, and I fret about how 
they are doing during a brutal heat wave. I 
carefully weed and water them and tend to their 
growth. I feed them to get healthy blooms and give 
them new soil when they are depleted and old. We 

all know we see their greenery more than their 
colorful flowers and a healthy green plant will 
provide us with healthy beautiful blooms. Caring 
for something like a plant or a garden is healing 
and inspiring. Knowing that, why shouldn’t we 
love the growth habit of our favorite plants? 
 
     I often hear criticisms of them as ugly or alien, 
like something from another planet, “except when 
they’re blooming” and that they spot and get old 
and corky, and even on occasion have heard them 
called “ratty.” But when it comes right down to it, 
I love the triangular and flat green stems of our 
epiphytic cacti hybrids and species. I love the 
funky half lobed Disocactus crenatus ssp. crenatus 
var. ‘Chichicastenango,’ the ric rac growth of 
Disocactus anguliger, or Selenicereus 
anthonyanus. I love the beautiful red tipped 
appearance of the new stems, and the red veins on 
a plant after expending all that energy putting out 
beautiful blooms, I love them all. I love the thin 
stems of the Rhipsalis pilocarpa, the zig zag 
growth of ‘The Lost Dutchman’ hybrid, and the 
long cylindrical stems that shoot up on my 
Epiphyllum oxypetalum; they all bring a smile to 
my face. So, while I cannot grow a Boston fern to 
save my life, I know I can grow the Epiphyllum 
chrysocardium, and while with our climate here in 

Continued next page 

The deeply lobed stems of Disocactus anguliger add visual 
interest and diversity to a collection of epies. 

Epiphyllum chrysocardium showing off its unique large deeply 
incised growth. Worth growing whether it blooms or not. 
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Epies Growth Continued… 

San Diego I will 
probably never see it 
bloom because I do 
not have a greenhouse, 
I can still love and 
enjoy its unique 
deeply crenated large 
fern-like stems.   
 
     I think epiphytic 
cacti are fascinating 
the way they are 
prickly and spiny 
looking as tiny 
seedlings, and yes, I 
think spines are cool, 
too. We tell people that 
our epiphytic cacti do 
not have leaves, but in a way, they do, their spines 
are all that remain of what would have been a leaf 
on a long-gone ancestor. Did you know that spines 
are modified leaves? I do not mind the spines on 
‘Professor Ebert’ or ‘Ruth Wallace,’ which one of 
my friends tell me is fondly known as “Ruthless” 
because it will poke you if you are not careful. 
Those stems will provide some amazing flowers 
someday. I appreciate their more cactus-like 
appearance and imagine that they harken back to a 
Disocactus or Selenicereus ancestor.  
 
     The greenery of the stems tells me something of 
their history and the care that went into their 
creation. The small and delicate branching and 
growth of ‘George’s Favorite,’ ‘Fumiko Kida,’ or 

‘Felcino Fairy,’ show me that a hybridizer chose 
those characteristics to pass along so we could 
experience fine and delicate flowers that will 
emerge from their stems at some future date. And 
the growth is not just one color. Some epiphytic 
cacti are dark green, some light green, and the 
stems change as the plant matures. I am amazed 
how the old woody stems can look next to dead 
and suddenly there is new growth everywhere on 
the older parts of the plant after I cut them back to 
encourage new growth.  
 
     Whether you call the growth its habit, or a 
clade, or a stem, or even a leaf, I know you love 
them too. I do love my family more (although they 
might contest that), but I REALLY LIKE my 
epies! So, all you epi greenery loving and liking 
people out there, stand proudly with me and love 
those epi stems and branches along with their 
amazingly 
beautiful 
blossoms! 
 
 

Continued next page 

Newly germinated seedlings 
already have spines and the 

areoles. 

Air roots form 
on epies, 

especially at 
the joints 
along the 

stems and at 
the tips. 

Above triangular and spiny growth on Profes-
sor Ebert.’ and  right ‘Peacockii’ stems teem 

with modified leaves that grow as spines.  

Flat growth on an epi hybrid. 
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 Remove spent and wilted blooms by cutting about 1/2 

inch from the base of the flower, using a sharp knife or 
pruning shears.  Use this method when cutting flowers for 
display. 

 Continue good grooming of mature plants by pruning 

branches that are no longer productive, i.e., branches on 
which many areolas are callused and scarred from previous 
blooms.  These branches can be used to start new plants. 

 Protect foliage from hot summer sun.  Keep plants in 

filtered sunlight. 

 Water regularly.  Keep moist, but not soaking wet.  

As the weather gets warmer and drier, you may need to water 
or mist more often. 

 Repot last year's cuttings that have outgrown their  

containers. 

 Compare blooms with descriptions in ESA Registry.  Only those matching the descr iption 

exactly are correctly named.  Do not share cuttings from plants that are incorrectly named.  Change 
their name tags to read "UNK" for unknown. 

 Cross-pollinate as soon as blooms open. 

 Keep an eye out for those ever-present pests. 

Now is the Time 

 

Epies Growth Continued… 

D. crenatus ssp. crenatus ‘Chichicastenango’ is 
a variant from Guatemala with abnormally few 

and distorted stem lobes. 

(Above( ‘Whatta Dream’ shows deeper lobes than typically found on 
some epies.  (Right) Exceptionally long triangular growth is typical 
on ‘Kiwi Treasure Box.’  (Below) New growth on ‘King of Yellows’ 

is almost always a bright rich red that glows in the sun. 

Editor’s note:  For  more on this topic check out 
the article in the November 1981 Vol. 5, No. 11 
issue of Epi News titled Epiphyllum Branches by 
Helen Barkdoll 
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‘Worldwide Epies’ 

Facebook Mother’s Day Show May 8 & 9 

By Patricia Neal 

     Our Mother’s Day Facebook show is 
just days away.  It’s open to everyone 
around the world!  We’ve been fine-
tuning the rules which you’ll find for the 
six categories on the following pages. 
     Entries will be limited to only 5 
photos per person with the exception 
being the People’s Choice Award. 
     For People’s Choice, you can enter 
only one photo.   It can be of any epi 
hybrid flower -- any size, any color.  
Visitors to the site will vote for his or 
her favorite flower.  The photo with the 
most likes will win. 
     Winning entries will be featured in 
an issue of Epi News. 
     The rules governing the show will be 
posted on Facebook, as well as four 
pertinent lists:  XL flowers, George 
French hybrids, Newly Registered 
Hybrids from 2015-2020, and S-XS 
flowers.  If you would like an advance 
copy of any list please email me at 
pneal@san.rr.com. 

‘Smokey Topaz’ 
Photo by Don Crain 

Photo by Eddie Huey 

Photo by Don Patterson 

‘Golden Ice’ Photo by Derek Obayashi 
‘Abalone’ 

‘Mr. P’ 

mailto:pneal@san.rr.com
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Facebook Show continued…  

‘Worldwide Epies’ 

Viewing Our 
Facebook Show 

     You do not need a Facebook account to 
view our Mother’s Day Facebook show.  
SDES’s Facebook site is a public page that can 
be seen by anyone. 
     To enter the show or post comments, you 
do have to have your own Facebook log-in.  
But you can enjoy the show without being a 
Facebook member.  In fact, you can visit the 
site any time all year round. 
     It’s a great place to see what’s blooming in 
other epi lovers’ gardens and see some of the 
latest registered flowers as well as old 
favorites.  San Diego Epiphyllum Society | 
Facebook  

One category will feature George French hybrids 

     Honoring George French’s hybrids at our first judged 
Facebook show is such a fitting tribute to one of our 
founding members and prolific hybridizers.  George was 
not only instrumental in coordinating our first epi shows 
from 1972 to 1978; he participated in every show until his 
death in 2009. 
     There are no rules for this category other than limiting 
the number of photos you can post – a maximum of five.  A 
list of George’s hybrids ran in last month’s Epi News.  The 
list will be available on the Facebook page. 

‘Ocean Tide’ 

Panoramic view of George French’s lath houses by Eddie Huey. 

‘Bumpkin’ ‘French Gold’ ‘Red Skelton’ 
Photo by Don Crain Photo by Eddie Huey Photo by Linda Sinkovic 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/172194544478
https://www.facebook.com/groups/172194544478
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Extra large flowers wow crowds 

 

Facebook Show continued…  
‘Worldwide Epies’ 

Small epies always delight visitors 

‘Lilliput’ ‘Charming Beauty’ ‘Jalisco Charme’ 

Photo by Eddie Huey Photo by Don Crain Photo by Rudolf Heßing Herick 

     The smaller epies have their own devoted 

followers.  There are several hybridizers over 

the years who have specialized in the smaller 

flowers.  There are many enthusiasts who 

have extensive collections of the little blooms 

and are always eager to add the latest beauties 

to them.  No small task! 

     There are 1,471 Small and Extra Small 

hybrids listed in the ESA Directory 

     Rules for Small Epies Category: 

1. S and XS only — as registered in the 

ESA Registry. 

2. No S-M — just the smallest flowers 

this year! 

3. Only 5 photos can be entered by each 

person. 

     A list of S & XS epies will be 

available on the Facebook page. 

     Recognizing Extra Large hybrids is a nod to our history.  
Originally our shows were non-competitive; however, in 
1977 for the first time we gave ribbons for best large, best 
medium and best small.  We did that for only three years 
and gradually transitioned into themed display awards. 

     Rules for the Extra Large Category: 

1. XL only — as registered in the ESA 

Registry. XL refers to flowers that 

routinely bloom 9” or more.  ESA 

Registry lists 1,811 XL hybrids. 

2. No L-XL — just the very largest flowers 

this year! 

3. Please include a ruler in your photo to 

show the size of the bloom. 

4. Only 5 photos can be entered by each 

person. 

     A list of XL epies will be available on the 

Facebook page. 

In your photo, please include a ruler to 

indicate the size of the flower. 

XL is used to describe flowers that 

routinely bloom 9” (23 cm) across            

-- or larger. 
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Facebook Show continued…  

‘Worldwide Epies’ 

New hybrids make the want lists 

Photo by Robert Kuettle 
‘Major Tom’ 

Eye-catching crosses promise new plants 

Photo by Patricia Neal 

     Rules for Newly Registered Category: 

1. Registered between 2015 and 2020. 

2. Photos can be entered by the hybridizer, the 

registrant, or by anyone growing the new 

hybrid. 

3. Can be any sized flower as long as it was 

registered between 2015 and 2020. 

4. Only 5 photos can be entered by each person. 

     A list of new registrations will be available on 

the Facebook page.  This list has been updated to 

include registrations from 2020. 

     Rules for Unnamed Crosses Category: 

1. Must identify the parentage cross.  

2. Any flower, any size.  

3. Photos can be entered by the hybridizer or anyone 

growing the new unregistered seedling. 

4. Only 5 photos can be entered by each person. 
 

Pictured at right is an unnamed Derek Obayashi seedling cross of 

‘Linda Sinkovic’ x ‘Chiba Lovely Dawn’ taken at the 2019 

Mother’s Day show. 

 

Lists for the various 

categories will be posted on 

the Facebook page.  

However, if you would like 

advance copies of one or 

more of the lists, please 

email Pat Neal at 

pneal@san.rr.com. 

People’s Choice Award 
always a visitor’s favorite 

     Rules for People’s Choice Category: 

 

1. Only ONE ENTRY per person.  

2. Can be any named and registered 

flower of any size. 

mailto:pneal@san.rr.com
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Article and photos by Patricia Neal 

Online Sale Starts Monday, May 17 

Exciting new details to be announced at May meeting 

     SDES members have been hard at work 

preparing for our online sale.  We have started 

collecting cuttings and plants. 

      Please see the following page for 

information on getting your cuttings in for the 

sale. 

      Our deadline for sale items is Friday, 

May 7th.  The following Saturday we will 

finalize the inventory of names and numbers 

of cuttings and potted plants; then Gilbert will 

finish updating the sale pages on the website. 

Join us at our May 12
th

 

SDES meeting to learn 

exciting new details for 

the sale! 

‘Frida Kahlo’ 

‘Vive Rouge’ 

‘Tropical Spice’ 

‘Kiwi Waltz King’ 
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Online Sale continued…  

You can drop off your 
cuttings in 1 of 3 locations. 

 
North County 
Gerry Mikas 

 Email: mikas@cox.net   
3502 Avenida Amorosa, Escondido, CA 92029 

(760) 690-1124 
 

East County 
Cindy Decker 

Email: cdecker4007@gmail.com 
4007 S. Tropico Dr, La Mesa, CA 91941 

(619) 972-9664 
 

Central County 
Pat Neal 

Email: pneal@san.rr.com 
2521 Murray Ridge Rd, San Diego, CA 92123 

(858) 565-0340 
 

OR CALL PAT TO ARRANGE FOR  
SOMEONE TO PICK UP YOUR  

CUTTINGS. 

Ad design by Gretchen Ward 

‘Over the Top’ 

‘Peacockii’ 

mailto:mikas@cox.net?subject=SDES%20Sale
mailto:cdecker4007@gmail.com?subject=SDES%20Sale
mailto:pneal@san.rr.com?subject=SDES%20Sale
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     When friends and family wonder or 

challenge why I grow giant, flat stemmed, 

unwieldy "cactus" that bloom usually just once 

a year, I tell them that epies represent the 

extraordinary beauty that can exist in all living 

things, including people-the most ordinary, 

simple, sometimes almost invisible, contain 

unknown magic and grace. Also, all the effort 

that remains invisible and can suddenly come 

pouring forth to bewilder and stun: epies teach 

us patience and "Epiphyllum Faith".  Many epi 

growers have been initiated unknowingly into 

"Epiphyllum Faith". 

     All my life I wanted to photograph flowers 

up close -- very close -- and epis are simply 

bursting with 

secrets and 

beauty. My 

focus is epi 

health and 

aesthetics 

and I am in 

debt to epi 

hybridizers 

for all the 

myriad hours 

and 

Herculean 

effort to 

create and 

protect their 

beauty and 

legacy. I always am aware when potting, 

watering, and feeding my epies that I am caring 

for sacred jewel boxes that with love and 

patience will reward me with their splendor. 

Why do I Grow Epies? 
 

Article and photos by Kathy Sharp 

Editor’s Note: Why do you love to grow epies? Let us 
know. It would be wonderful to hear from members and 
include your why in a series of articles.  Please send in 
your thoughts to the editors at EpiNews@sdepis.org. It 
could be long or short and we will help with the editing. 

‘Frida Kahlo’ 

‘Spring On Mars’ 

Unknown  

‘French Gold’ 

mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News%20--%20Why%20do%20I%20love%20to%20grow%20epies
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     When I asked Wressey if I could do an 
article on him for the Epi News he was a 
bit surprised, but I was able to get it 
anyway.  He is a very modest man and 
could not understand why anyone would 
want to write about him.  But we know, 
don't we?  A more warm and generous 
man would be hard to find. The following 
is in Wressey's own words. 
 
     "I don't know why you want an article 
on me. Everyone knows about me 
already. But…here goes.  
 
     "I was just a country boy back in 
southern Illinois before I came to 
California in1927.  In 1929 I started in 
aircraft as a Mechanical Engineer which  
I did until I retired. 
 
     “Marge and I were married in 1936 and lived in 
the Silverlake district of Los Angeles. We have two 
boys, all grown now.  I have always been interested 
in growing plants.  In Los 
Angeles I grew begonias, 
also I did some hybridizing 
of them. 
 
     “I first became 
interested in Epiphyllum 
about 1940, when I would 
go to Cactus Pete’s and see 
their flowers and pick up 
some cuttings. 
 
     “When the war came 
and the Japanese were 
moved out in 1941, I bought a lot of plants from 
them, although most were unnamed, I was more 
interested in quantity then quality.  
 
     “After the war was over, we moved a couple of 
times.  Just couldn’t seem to put down roots. Then 
we moved to San Fernando Valley. (Maybe this is 
the spot.)  After moving there, I found that it was too 
cold there for Epiphyllums, unless I built some 
protection for them, which I did not want to do (just 
lazy, I guess.)  A friend came out with his pickup 
truck and I gave him a truck-load of epies. 

     “In 1952 we moved to where we are now 
(Redondo Beach), and I started another collection.  
In 1930 I got a seed pod from an unnamed plant.  
These were the first seed I planted. I planted them in 
’61.  The flowers from those seed were not good. 
The third cross that I made turned out to be one of 
my best.  It was ‘Lilac Time’ x ‘Mon Cherie’. 
 
      “Five years later, I made a cross using 
Pseudorhipalis macrantha, (now Disocactus 
macranthus.)  This was my start of star-shaped 
flowers.  I now have ten different colors.  Before 
this, all my crosses had been large flowers.  About 
this time I bought some seed from a catalog seed 
house which turned out to be small flowers. I could 
see a future in these, and I started to work with 
them.  One advantage, or disadvantage, depending 
how you want to look at it, or if you live where it is 
cold, in the small varieties a lot of them bloom in the 
wintertime.  
 
     “Of the 162 crosses that I have made since 1960, 
88 are small flowers.  Many of them will bloom for 
the first time this year.  I also have seed from 10 
more crosses to be planted.” 
 
     It looks like we will be enjoying this dear man’s 
flowers for generations to come, if the ten crosses 

that he has plant yet turn out as good as his other 
crosses.  

Member Profile Series  
Wressey Cocke (1905-1993) 

By Gene Schmedding  
Reprinted from Epi News 1982 Volume 6, No. 4  

‘Marge Cocke’ 

Wressey Cocke in his garden c1975 
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Get Your Facts First 
 
“Get your facts first, then you can distort them as much as you please…”  Mark Twain 

     Article and photos by Linda Sinkovic 

Continued next page 

 

 

     This morning I could not figure out what to write 

about, so I wandered around the greenhouse and 

shade houses until inspiration struck.1  This month's 

inspiration was sparked by the buds and flowers of 

Rhipsalis pacheco-leonis ssp catenulata. 

 

     R. pacheco-leonis ssp catenulata was first 

described in 1992 as Rhipsalis paradoxa var. 

catenulata.2  When you look 

at the shape of the branches 

it's no surprise that this 

species was first thought to be 

a variety of R. paradoxa, but 

if you look at photos, you can 

see the branches and flowers 

of R. paradoxa to be larger 

and the flowers of a different 

color. 3,4  

 

     The flowers of R. pacheco-

leonis ssp catenulata are 

pinkish (to brownish) and less than 0.5 inches 5 in 

diameter.  Branches are about 0.3 inches in 

diameter, with alternating and discontinuous ribs 

about 0.10 inch 6 high with some wooly areoles.  

Branch segments are of varying length.  The fruits 

are about 0.2 inch 7 in diameter, white with a red 

ring at the blossom end.  R. pacheco-leonis ssp 

catenulata occurs in Atlantic rainforest in the 

Brazilian states of Espírito Santo and Rio de Janeiro. 
8   

 

     This plant can be grown alongside hybrid epies. 

It likes semi shade and does best at temperatures 

above 45˚F. 9  It needs well draining mix; do not 

overwater. The branches can get long; one of my 

plants has branches over six feet long.10 The flowers 

are neither large nor individually flashy but with 

many flowers open at the same time there is a nice 

effect.   

  

    Although not 

common in 

collections, this is a 

nice, fairly trouble 

free plant to grow.  

Look for it at the 

Mother's Day online 

sale.  

 

     Stay healthy and 

safe.  Enjoy your 

flowers and see you 

next time.  

 

 

 

Notes: 
*1 That was my excuse 

anyway.  
 

*2 Myron Kimnach (the 

person making the 

description) states 

'catenulata' is Latin for 'little 

chain', referring to the ribs on 

branch segments.  Those of 

you who remember physics 

class may be reminded of 

'catenary', the shape assumed 

by a chain suspended by its 

ends; this word comes from 

the same Latin root.  
 

*3 There is a subspecies of R. 

paradoxa with narrower 

stems (R. paradoxa ssp. 

septentrionalis) which could be confused with this species. 

However the flowers of R. paradoxa ssp. septentrionalis are 

yellow rather than pink.  Hunt [2006] also notes that R. 

pacheco-leonis ssp. catenulata is “like a dwarf R. paradoxa 

ssp. septentrionalis or R. pentaptera, but with branch segments 

of indeterminate growth”, that is, the branch segments have 

varying lengths.  
 

*4 Molecular phylogenetic analysis indicates R. pentaptera is a 

closer relative than R paradoxa, although R. paradoxa is still 

fairly closely related.  

Rhipsalis paradoxa 

Rhipsalis pacheco-leonis ssp 
catenulata flower 

Rhipsalis pacheco-leonis ssp 
catenulata fruit 
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Welcome to Our  
Newest Members!!! 

 

Arnold Chaney, Valley Center, CA 
Mark Detterman, Hayward, CA 

Carmela Griswold, San Diego, CA 
Patricia Higgins, San Diego, CA 

Anh Nguyen, San Diego, CA 
Sandra Lotter, Clayton, CA 

Kathy Sharp, Michigan  
Elizabeth Van Dyken &  

Masami Jenkins, La Mesa, CA 

 
 

‘Welcome’ 
 
 
 
 
Photo by Jose Almandoz 

Keep In Touch 
 
Members are the most important part of our society. The epies are what bind us. 
Together we create more beauty for all to enjoy. As in any group, we are more 
potent together. Lifelong friendships are made in the society. Knowledge, plants, 
and passions are shared between members. Mostly, fun is had by all. We have 
members all over the world. 
 
Corresponding Secretary Sal Castellitto Corresponding@sdepis.org 
Membership Secretary Beth Jackson at 858-692-0314 or Membership@sdepis.org     
Newsletter Editors Jerry Moreau at 619-208-7654 and Linda Sinkovic at EpiNews@sdepis.org  

 

GYFF continued…  
 

*5 10 mm. 
 

*6 7 mm, 3 mm. 
 

*7 5 mm. 
 

*8 As you are probably aware, the Atlantic rainforest (Mata 

Atlântica) has been heavily deforested. 
 

*9 About 8˚C. 
 

*10 Yes I trim the branches so they don't drag on the ground. 

 

References:  
Barthlott, W. & Taylor, N. P. 1995. “Notes towards a 

monograph of Rhipsalideae (Cactaceae)”, Bradleya 13, 43-

79.  
 

Hunt, D., et al, The New Cactus Lexicon, 2006, ISBN 0 

9538134 4 4 
 

Kimnach, M. 1992. “Rhipsalis paradoxa var catenulata, a 

new variety from Brazil”, Cactus and Succulent Journal 

(US), 64(2), 90-92.  
 

Korotkova, N., L. Zabel, D. Quandt, N. P. Taylor, K.F. 

Müller, and W. Barthlott. 2011. “What does it take to resolve 

relationships and to identify species with molecular 

markers?”, American Journal of Botany 98(9), 1549-1572. 

(left) ‘Career Girl’ (above) ‘Oberon’ 
Photos by Don Crain 

mailto:Corresponding@sdepis.org?subject=Corresponding%20Secretary
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org?subject=Membership
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
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Epiphyllum Society of America 
Update 

 

     The ESA has announced some changes to some 
of their positions.  They are sad to report that Derek 
Obayashi steps down as Registrar for the Registry 
of Hybrids and Species and thank him for his many 
years of commitment and dedication. The ESA is 
pleased to announce that  Eddie Huey and Beth 
Jackson have been elected as Co-Registrars and co-
chairs of the ESA Registration Committee. The rest 
of the registration committee is made up of Jeff 
Bates and Jim Nones. 
 

     The ESA is the International Cultivar 
Registration Authority (ICRA) for the epiphytic 
cacti hybrids of the Hylocereeae Tribe. 
 

     ICRAs are appointed by the International 
Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS) and must 
operate within the provisions of the International 
Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants 
(ICNCP). 
 

The ESA, as ICRA, 1) registers cultivar names 
(epithets) in the denomination class for which they 
are responsible, 2) ensures the names (epithets) 
registered comply with the latest edition of the 
ICNCP, 3) publish full lists of all cultivar epithets 
in the denomination class, and 4) maintain records, 
in as much detail as practical, of the origin, 
characteristics and history of each cultivar in the 
denomination class. 
 

     Eddie Huey has been an epi enthusiast since 
2004. Eddie was the Founder and Administrator of 
EpiForums, a 
discussion forum 
website dedicated to 
epiphytic cacti. He is 
currently the 
Founder of the 
largest Epiphyllum 
group on Facebook 
and is serving his first term as both an Officer and 
Board member of the ESA. 
 

     Beth Jackson has been 
growing epis for over 25 
years. Beth has served on 
the San Diego Epiphyllum 
Society’s (SDES) Board 
since 2005, in various 
capacities, including 
Director, Membership 

Secretary, and Corresponding Secretary, and has 
been a member of the ESA's Registration 
Committee since 2018. 

     Also of note is the election of Michal McKee to 
ESA’s board of directors as Corresponding 
Secretary. Michal McKee has been an epi enthusiast 
for almost 20 years. She has served on the SDES 
board as Corresponding 
Secretary and Membership 
Secretary. She has also been 
invaluable in helping out the 
annual Mother’s Day Show and 
has organized the SDES annual 
photo contest for many years.  
 

     SDES congratulates Beth, 
Eddie, and Michal and thanks 
them for their endeavors supporting the epi family. 

Want/Wish List 
     If you have epies on your wish list that you are 
looking for it is possible someone in the Society has it 
and is willing to share a cutting or two with you.        
     As a service and benefit to members this list is 
being included in the newsletter.  Send your wish list 
along with contact information to the editors to get it 
added here. 
 

Doug Gates: douggates@gmail.com 
Epiphyllum laui, E. phyllanthus, E. baueri 
 

Marcie Horton: marciehor ton412@gmail.com  
‘Alakazam’, ‘Alchemy’, ‘Connie Mayer’, 
‘Frühlingsgold’, ‘Jalisco Joy’, ‘Kiwi Honey Bea’, 
‘Tangerine’, ‘Vanilla Sunset’ 
 

Bridget Kleindienst: Bkleindienst13@gmail.com  
‘Baby Cake’, ‘Crystal Claret’, ‘Heather’ 
 

Andrea McArthur: acmcarthur@roadrunner.com 
‘Queen Tatiana’  
 

Michal McKee: folklor ist@gmail.com 
‘Elegans Lei’, ‘Mojave Gold’ 
 

Tom Moore: phyllocactus1952@yahoo.com 
‘Amaranthinus’, ‘Coopermanni’, ‘Daniela Paetz’, 
‘Desert Thorns’, ‘Devauxii’, ‘Hansei’,  ‘Helenae’,  
‘Ignescens’, ‘Jacques Courant’, ‘Jenkinsonii’, 
‘Jennifer’, ‘Johnson’s Beauty’, ‘Splendidus’  
 

Jerry Moreau: jerrysdca@cox.net ‘Pink Jeroma’ 
 

Virginia Payne vpayne22@gmail.com  
‘Clarity’s Laniakea’, ‘Over the Top‘, ‘Ruby 
Pinwheel’, ‘Vanilla Sunset’, ‘Venetian Affair’ 
 

Paula Reynolds: paularey@aol.com ‘Sunset Cliffs’, 
‘Voltaire’ 
 

Janice Wakefield: jwakefield.home@gmail.com   
‘Bobby Brynildsen’,  ‘Jasa’, ‘White Cloud’  

mailto:douggates@gmail.com
mailto:mailtomarciehorton412@gmail
mailto:Bkleindienst13@gmail.com
mailto:acmcarthur@roadrunner.com
mailto:folklorist@gmail.com
mailto:phyllocactus1952@yahoo.com
mailto:jerrysdca@cox.net
mailto:vpayne22@gmail.com
mailto:paularey@aol.com
mailto:jwakefield.home@gmail.com
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As a benefit to members here is a list of resources 
for members.  If you know of any resources you 
would like to have included, contact the editors.   
 
Epi Nurseries: 
 
Epi Galleria — Mark Piette 
http://www.epigalleria.com/  
 
Epi Haven https://epihaven.com/    
 
Epiphyllum World  — Don Cravalho  
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world 
 
Garden Jewels Nursery — Katie Lutz 
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/  
 
Heny’s Epiphyllums — Heny Brandenburg 
https://www.facebook.com/henysepiphyllums/  
 
Kakteen Haage — Ulrich Haage 
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/     
Passionate gardener since 1685  
 
Pacific Epiphyllum — Chris Welcher   
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/   

Plant Societies: 
 

Cactus & Succulent Society of America 
https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/ 
SDES is an affiliate member.  SDES members are 
welcome at meetings and webinars. See website 
for more information.  
 

Epiphyllum Society of America 
1st Tuesday of every month except in December 
or January @ 7:30 p.m. 
http://epiphyllums.org/ 
 

San Diego Bromeliad Society  
2nd Saturday of the month @ 10:00 a.m. 
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/ 
 

San Francisco Epiphyllum Society 
1st Thursday of the month @ 7:30 p.m. 
http://www.sfepi.org/ 
 

South Bay Epiphyllum Society 
2nd Tuesday of each month @ 7:30 p.m.  
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/511560205668403 

Resources 

 News of interest to SDES membership, brief 
articles about our members, or our community 
are welcome.   

 Send any articles, photos, and questions.   

 Send submissions as a Word or Google 
document. Items can also be sent as text 
pasted into an email body. No PDFs 

 Please limit formatting. Avoid excessive 
bolding or tabs. Avoid words in all CAPS. 
Please proofread and spellcheck, esp. names. 

 Send photos as JPEGs attached in an email to 
submit to the Editor. 

 All photos need caption and photographer's 
name. Photos need photographer's permission.  

 Use of photos is at Editor's discretion. 

 Send videos as MP4 or as a YouTube link. 
Videos must have videographer's permission. 

 Materials and submissions need contributor's 
name.   

 All submissions are at the editor’s discretion. 

 Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 
for inclusion in the following month’s Epi 
News. 

 If you are not sure?  Send it anyway. Email 
the editors at: EpiNews@sdepis.org 

Mission Statement 
SDES is a community of epi growers who 

encourage the study of epies and the interchange of 
ideas on growing, displaying, and collecting epies 

and its related species. 

Epi News Submissions 

SDES Officers 
 

President  Gretchen Ward 
1st Vice President  David Cheever 
2nd Vice President Patricia Neal 
Treasurer  Gerry Mikas  

Recording Sec. Open 
Corresponding Sec.  Sal Castellitto  
Membership Sec. Beth Jackson 
Immediate Past Pres. Cindy Decker  
Director 2020-21  Gilbert Hatfield 
Director 2020-21 Mildred Mikas 

Director 2020-21  Tim Paule 

Director 2019-20 Paula Reynolds  
Director 2019-20  Lauren Burnette  

http://www.epigalleria.com/
https://epihaven.com/
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/henysepiphyllums/
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/
https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/
http://epiphyllums.org/
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/
http://www.sfepi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/511560205668403
https://www.facebook.com/groups/511560205668403
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
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One Last Thing 
More of Kathy Sharp’s photography 

‘French Gold’ 

‘Tijuana Brass’ 

‘Frida Kahlo’ 

Unknown 

Unknown 

‘Tijuana Brass’ 


