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JULY MEETING

On tap for the July meeting
will be a panel discussion.
Topics to be discussed will
be; tips for beginners on
starting of cuttings, how to

start Epis from seeds, and
others as they may be
requested. The panel will
include George French, Gus

Schlapfer, and Michele Davis.
The panel will be hosted by
Sean Minogue.

It looks like a good meeting,
especially for some of our
new members as well as those
of us who are looking for a
few new ideas or tips on
improving the gquality of our
flower growing.
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JUNE MEETING IN REVIEW

For those who were able to
attend the meeting, Holger
Leue presented an excellent
program. It included slides
that he has taken from around
the area as well as some from
the past Mother's Day Show.
There were a few slides from

his mother's nursery in
Ger..any.

The "Mini Show" of flowers
was a huge success. There
was not time toe introduce
each flower, so they were

introduce by the person who
brought then in. There were

more flowers that I wanted to
count. Some of the old
standbys as well as several
newer hybrids. An excellent
warm up for the Mother's Day
Show. Thanks to all who were
able to bring in their
flowers and share them.
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JULY GOODIE LIST

Michele Davis
Jean Gray
Marge Schlapfer
Kristen Pelleymounter
Ken Hensell
Curt Hammel
Louise Newman
Bonnie Van Wagner

Thanks to all who bring the
goodies for us.

hkdkkkkkhhkkkhhhkkhkhkkkhkkhhhkhhk

EPI NEWS FORMAT

As announced in last months
news letter, this is the lay
out that I plan to use for
the time that I am editor of
the Epi News. I would like
to hear from members as to

how it has ended up. My son
and I have spent a few
weekends discussing a few
ideas and loocking at the old
issues that we have, as well
as the bulletins and news
letters for the other Epi
Societies. I have custody of
the plate to print the flower

and will pass it on to the

next editor.

INC.



EPI NEWS JULY 1991 PAGE 2

The following ié from Vol. 90, No.3, june 1990 Sunset Succulent
Society’s Skinny Sheet, Judy Campell, Editor.

A CURE FOR SOIL MEALYBUGS

Plant growers are currently experimenting with a potting
soil additive that appears to kill soil mealybugs. Not a
chemical, not an artificially-produced poison, it is a natural
substance - diatomaceous earth.

You have seen bags of this stuff in hardware stores, as it
is used in swimming pool filters. Composed of the skeletal
remains of diatoms, microscopic sea creatures, DE is lethal to
insects because its tiny particles have razor—sharp edges. They
pierce the insects’ epidermis, causing them to desiccate and
die.

Dry up and die? Sounds too simple, doesn’t it, especially
in light of the expensive chemicals we have resorted to in the
bug battles (only to have them build up a tolerance to it.)
African violet growers who have used DE over several seasons
have eliminated soil mealybugs from plant collections which were
long plagued by them. Some have also found a reduction in the
problem of thrips (these pests live in the soil during a part of
their life cycle). as well as springtails and fungus gnats.
Diatomaceous earth is effective against such household pests as
cockroaches; can be spread arcund flower beds to discourage
slugs and snails.

Vast deposits of DE exist in the Wester U.S.. The
commercially processed product has been partially melted and
baked, resulting in a white substance that feels almost silky to
the touch. It should be used in a well-ventilated area, as it
releases dust in the same way perlite does. The natural,
unprocessed DE is preferred, if you can find it.

I have Just begun adding about 2 heaping tablespoons of DE

to each quart of potting mix. I don’t know about your
asclepiads, but mine have been martyrs to mealybugs for years.
I have tried everything to combat them. The prospect of an

effective weapon which is also natural and safe to use is too
attractive to ignore.

Ed. Note: I was attracted to this article for several reasons.
First, I think that soil mealybugs might be a bigger problem
with Epies than most of us are ready to admit. Second, I’m for
any kind of bug killer which isn’t a chemical insecticide. And
last, as most of you know, the South Coast Botanical Gardens is
built on a trash dump that once was a Diatomaceous Earth Mine.
I hope that some of you will try the DE and report back on how
it works. Even though it isn’t a chemical, the dust can be
harmful to your lungs, so it might not be a bad idea to wear a
mask when you mix it in your soil mix. There is another method
of fighting soil mealy bugs which you might want to try.
Several companies make a granular insecticide which you mix with
your potting mix. The one 1 have is made by Chacon and is
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called "Systemic Granular Insecticide for House Plants".

Reprinted from the September 1990
Kohlscheiber, Editor.

“THE EPI-GRAM", Dick

It sounds like a good idea. Has anyone tried it, and if so
could you let me know of your results so that I can publish them
in an upcoming issue. As I am bothered by small worms and
nematodes, I may try this idea in an effort to end my problems.
I have tried some of the chemical insecticides without success.
Perhaps because I have been fearful of also killing my Epies.
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WAP UPDATE
from Pat Barrett

What’s new? Pat says that
the upper house has a new /
rebuilt sprinkler system up
and working great. Plans are
for a timer to be installed
before too long. From
reports, the lay out on the
Epi house has great reviews.

Thanks to Elinor Norwich for
donating some Epies to the
Epi House at the park. Elinor
is a long time member, as
well as a charter member.

Working parties are still
going on and help is always
needed for something. If in
doubt as to times, give Pat a
call to find out when.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Do you know of anyone having
a birthday, anniversary,
wedding, new baby??? if so
drop me a note and I will
send a note there way with
the news letter.

Other news to pass on to
members, articles to publish,

articles you would like to
see in the news letter??
suggestions?? Drop a note
our way and we will see what
can be done.
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COLOR PHOTO NEWS LETTER

Cost for the color photo news
letter has gone up some. The
cost for the prints is up
from $.60 to $.75. Not a
lot, but for 300 copies it
adds up. The following is a
breakdown of the cost to put
a color photo into the news
letter:

Prints $240.75
Envelopes 15.00
Glue 24 .00
Extra printing 5.00

Extra postage (est) 6.00

As printing and postage are
normally included with the
regular expenses, the target
amount is about $280.00.

The color issue is a "job" to
put together, but I feel that
it is worth the extra time
that Daniel and I have to put
intoe it to get it out on
time. OQur only concern is
that it arrived in good ok.
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Caravan Report

The Epi Caravan on May 25th
was another success. 33 (or
s0) members wer e in
attendance. The caravan
started at Kirsten
Pelleymounter'’s in Chula
Vista. She had home made
danish rolls. Excellent!
( Thanks! ). From there a
short stop at Jeanie
Brereton’s. Lunch at Nate
and Dorthy Ogdon’s. A short
stop at Rose Martinez for

punch. Then on to Gus and
Mar ge Schlapfer’s for
(surprise!) home made

strawberry shortcake.
Superb, and worth the extra
calories. (Thanks! ). Then
on to David and Nenita
Graham’s for cheese, crackers
and wine.

A wide variety of gardens and
green or lath houses for the
Epies. Not an over abundance
of flowers for the visits,
but enjoyable none the less.
Lets look forward for another
one next year.

Thanks to all who opened
their gardens for the tour.
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NOW IS THE TIME

As the blooming season is
winding down (not yet over?)
it is time to remove any old
flowers and any apples that
are starting to grow. If you
do not want to grow the Epies
from seed, remove the apples
now as this will free up
nutrients for better growth
on the plants.

Need to repot, now is an
excellent time. Need help on

how too, or hints on a better
or different potting mix?
Don’t forget to make the July
meeting. Perhaps the panel
will provide some insight on
Just what is a better way.

For those wanting to start a
graft or two, now is the time
before it begins to get too
hot . Make sure the cactus
pads are well rooted before
starting your grafts. I had
several people interested in
doing so from the educational
display at the Mother’s Day'’s
Show. Time permitting, I can
give you a few pointers on
how to graft. Done right it
will produce some excellent
growth. (How do you think
the nurseries do it?)

Haven’t fertilized for a
while, then now is the time
to get at it. With the
summer, it means that the
Epies are putting on new
growth and need the extra
nutrients from the fertilizer
for best growth. I know how
much they can benefit from a
little fertilizer. I have
some seedlings about two
yvears old. They are very
small and not much growth. I
was reading the past news
letters and read one on
giving them a little every
time they are watered. WOW!!
They have grown more in the
last two months than they
have in the last two years.
Be careful that you don’t
burn then with too much
fertilizer.

I cut the ratio by about 1/3.
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As the weather is turning hot
and dry, make sure that the
plants to dot dry out or stay
dry for extended periods.
Plants should be watered
early in the morning and
never during the heat of the
day .

Protect plants from the sun.
With longer days they will
need all the protection they

Just a few ideas and
suggestions to try and make
growing a little easier.
These are by no way the only
way or the best way to grow
Epies. Everyone has their
own way. Read a little, ask
a few qQuestions, listen a lot
and make your decision as to
what is the best way for you.

Have a Happy 4th of July and

can get. Epies will sunburn hope to see you July 10th at
easily. If it is a mild the meeting....
case, they will generally

overcome it. If the are left Happy growing.
out too long or get too hot,
the sunburn may kill the

plants.

EPIPHYLLUM = The Splendorof Leaf Cact

By MARGA LEUE WITH PHOTOGRAPHY BY HOLGER AND MATTHIAS LEUE

SUMMER SPECIAL
FOR SDES MEMBERS !

CJ 120 PAGES
0 8%''x11% ' FORMAT
(J 122 COLOR PHOTOGRAPHS

"ITS SPECTACULAR AND PROFUSE COLOR PHOTOGRAPHY HAS
CAPTURED THE PLANTS' BEAUTY, WHICH SHOULD FASCINATE
NOVICE AND ADVANCED EP| GROWERS ALIKE."

—MONTEREY HERALD

*THIS GORGEOUS NEW BOOK HAS BREATHTAKINGLY BEAUTIFUL
FULL-COLOR REPRODUCTIONS OF VARIOUS EPIPHYLLUM

HYBRIDS.''
(] HIGHEST QUALITY ~CACTUS AND SUCCULENT JOURNAL
PAPER AND PRINT
""MARGA LEUE HAS CREATED WITH BOTH TASTE AND SKILL A TEXT
(] BILINGUAL—ENGLISH WHICH SHOULD FIND ITS NICHE ON THE SHELF OF HIGH-CLASS
GARDENING AND FLOWER BOOKS. IN MY ENTIRE GARDENER'S LIFE
AND GERMAN I HAVE NOT SEEN A PLANT BOOK EQUIPPED WITH PICTURES AS
FASCINATING AS THIS PHOTOGRAPHIC DECLARATION OF LOVETO
0 HISTORY OF THE PLANTS TN YLLIME."
0 HELPFUL HINTS —DER GARTEN
ON CULTIVATION **THIS WORK SETS NEW PHOTOGRAPHIC STANDARDS. "’
O INDEX —KAKTEEN UND ANDERE SUKKULENTEN

For a limited time, copies of this book are available to SDES members for only $24.00 (plus $1.68 sales tax and
$4.32 shipping & handling) by sending a chieck or raoney order to: (Orders must be received by August 31. 19911)

HOLGER LEUE PHOTOGRAPHY « P.O. BOX 460393 « SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94146




EPI NEWS PUBLISHED MONTELY
BY
SAN DIEGO
EPIPEYLLUM SOCIETY, INC.
POST OFFICE BOX 126127
SAN DIEGO, CA. 92112-6127

EDITOR
DAVID GRAHAM
ASSISTANT EDITOR
DANIEL GRAHAM

EDITORIAL ADDRESS
C/0 8006 CHALET PLACE
CAN DIEGO, CA. 92126

MAILING LIST AND LABELS
MARGARET PETHLEY

POSTAL LIAISON
ELIZABETH GLOVER

SDES OFFICERS
to DECEMBER 1991

PRESIDENT GEORGE PLAISTED
(619) 583-9551
18T V. P. (NO CANIDATE)
2ND V. P. BEAN MINOGUE
TREASURER LEE HOLCOMBE
REC. BEC. JEANETTE DUNTTON
COR. SEC. MARGE SCHLAPFER
MEM. SEC. MARGARET PETHLEY

DIRECTORS
TERM ENDS DECEMBER 1991

DICK CHADWICK,
KRISTEN PELLEYMOUNTER

TERM END8 DECEMBER 1992

BOB MILLER, DOT MILLER,
PAT BARRFTT

SAN DIEGO EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY
P. 0. BOX 126127
SAN DIEGO, CA. 92112-6127

SDES MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

MEMBERSHIP COST IS $3.00 PER
YEAR PER PERSON OR
ORGANIZATION (DOMESTIC)

$12.00 PER PERSON PER YEAR
(INTERNATIONAL)

SEND INQUIRIES OR CHECK PAYABLE
TO SDES, TO "MEMBERSHIP
SECRETARY" AT POST OFFICE BOX
ADDRESS AT LEPFT.

EPI NEWS RACCEPTS ADVERTISING
COPY FROM MEMBERS FOR GARDEN
RELATED ITEMS AT NO COST. SEND
TO EDITORIAL ADDRESS AT LEPFT.
EPI NEWS AND SDES ARE NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SAFETY OR
RETURN oF UNSOLICITED
MANUBCRIPTS.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS INFORMATION
SHOULD BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE
SDES ADDRESS AT LEPT.

GENERAL MEETINGS ARE HELD THE
SECOND WENSDAY OF EACH MONTH AT
7:30 P.M. IN ROOM 101 OF THE
CASA DEL PRADO IN BALBOA PARK.
PRE-MEETING WORKSHOPS ARE HELD
REGULARLY BEFORE THE GENERAL
MEETING AT 6:30 P.M. IN ROOM
104. ALL ARE WELCOME.

MEETINGS OF THE SEDS EXECUTIVE
BOARD ARE EELD THE FOURTH
WENSDAY OF EACH MONTH IN CASA
DEL PRADO, ROOM 105. ALL ARE
WELCOME.
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