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NOVEMBER MEETING

Rhipsalis will be the featured topic
at the November 13th meeting. Chuck
Everson and Jerry Williams of
Rainbow Gardens Nursery and
Bookstore will present a program of
slides that was prepared for our
group by ESA Vice President Terry
Goewert.

Both Chuck and Jerry will share
their knowledge and answer your
questions about these fascinating
jungle cacti.

There will be some small and large
plants on the raffle table (donated
by Rainbow Gardens). So plan on
attending this very interesting
meeting.
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OCTOBER MEETING

Sean presented slides of the past
Mother's Day Show. It was a chance
for us to look back at another
successful show.

There were about 60 members and 1
guest in attendance. As usual there
were a few flowers that were in
bloom for the meeting. Thanks to
all who were able to bring them in
to share.
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DECEMBER MEETING
The December meeting will be the

annual awards and installation
dinner. See page 2 for details.

GOODIE LIST

Whoops!! Apologies due. It appears
as if the goodie list did not make
it home last month. If you remember
that you volunteered, then bring a
few goodies. It appears that we may
need a few people to bring in
something for the refreshment table.
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WAP BEAUTY AND BEAST SHOW

October S5th and 6th had members at
the Wild Animal Park for the annual
show. Attcadance for the park was
very low on both days. The cutting
table showed sluggish sales both
days as a result.

George French and David Graham
demonstrated grafting of Epiphyllums
onto the opunta cactus pads. There
was a fair amount of interest from
some of the visitors.

Thanks to all who were able to
donate their time to make the show
possible again this year.
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CUTTING TABLE

Last chance to buy cutting for 1991.
We will be selling the remaining
GRAY/DAVIS cuttings at the special
clearance price of SEVENTY FIVE
CENTS EACH or 10 CUTTING FOR 55.00.
Cutting sales will begin promptly at
7:00 p.m.

Thanks to all who have provided
cuttings and to those who have been
buying large quantities.
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SAN DIEGO EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
at
THE HANDLERY STARDUST HOTEL AND COUNTRY CLUB
950 HOTEL CIRCLE NORTH
MISSION VALLEY
SAN DIEGO
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1991
SOCIAL HOUR 5:30 - 6:30 P.M.
in the
GARDEN ROOM
DINNER 6:30 P.M.
in the
CRYSTAL ROOM
COST $24.00
MEMBERS §12.00
(MEMBERSHIP BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 1991)
MENU
TOSSED GREEN SALAD
W/BLUE CHEESE & VINAIGRETTE DRESSINGS
ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF AU JUS
BAKED POTATO
BROILED TOMATO PARMESAN
CHOCOLATE CAKE
ROLLS & BUTTER

COFFEE, TEAR, & DECAF
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CHRISTMAS CACTI
by HELEN BARKDOLL

101' F in the shade and the humidity is down to a very dry 23%. A hot
Santa Ana wind blows from over the hot desert, drying out everything in its
path. And here i am writing about Christmas Cacti. The Christmas
decorations are in the stores. The new musical animated ornaments bring awe
and wonder to shall children and renew the child within us all. A carpet of
artificial snow drifts under the trees, taking my mind off the 101° F. heat.

Wandering around in my shade house I find several Christmas Cacti in
bloom, even though it is early October. Twilight Tangerine and Lipstick are
in flower. The hot weather has caused them to open sooner so they are not as
big as usual. The flowers do not last as long in the heat, yet the plant is
strong with bright green slossy segments. These are a couple of reasons why
Christmas Cacti are so popular. They can take a wide range of temperature
and humidity and still survive. They are survivors.

Of course, these Santa Ana San Diego days are not the everyday regular
weather pattern. The usual weather is more to their liking, with cool nights
and warm days. Whereas we can grow them out dours in a shade house all year
around they are most popular throughout the world as a house plant, blooming
during a season when there are few other flowers.

Christmas Cacti are also called Holiday Cacti, Thanksgiving Cacti, Crab
Cacti, 2Zygocacti and what ever name the nurseryman wants to call them.
Usually it is named for the holiday nearest to the flowering period. Since
these plants, Schlumbergera, can flower naturally outside here in San Diego
over a period of seven months, and occasionally again in the summer, naming
them after the holidays can be very confusing, especially since Easter Cacti
also overlap their blooming times.

Most everyone is familiar with the common Christmas Cacti sold in the
local stores. They come in many colors, white, orange, red, lavender, and
purple. Some are two toned and there are even those with three distinct
colors. Some of these plants are labeled with specific names. Many are not.
Just because your cacti is white does not mean it is White Christmas. There
are several white flowered varieties, some of which are Christopher, Dawn,
Snowflake, and Snowfire. Snowfire, being the least sensitive to cold, seldom
turns pink when the thermometer dips below 50! . A new Cobia hybrid is a
white with rounded fluted petals that give it the appearance of a flat
regular flower. It grows well and can take the temperature extremes we have
in San Diego.

There are around three hundred named hybrid cultivars. Mast of these
are not available at the local stores but some can be purchased through mail
order. Luckily for us, a short drive to Vista and a visit to Rainbow Gardens
and we can purchase named varieties. These plants, grown under the same
conditions as ours have a much better chance to quickly acclimate to our
individual micro climate within our area.
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Forced, mass produced hot house grown flowers are those that usually
flood the stores around Thanksgiving and Christmas. These are also good
plants but need more care in the transition from store to home. If you are
bringing them intc the house and having them as a "living bougquet"™ on your
table, care must be taken to keep the soil moist but not soggy. A too sudden
change of temperature and they can drop all their buds, specially small buds.
Once a bud is of sufficient size, it will stay on and open, so select healthy
plants with some open flowers as well as buds on it.

When selecting plants for an outside shade house, it is best to purchase
your plants from a dealer that keeps the plants out doors. These plants are
already acclimated to our day time and night time temperature changes and
will perform better than a plant grown inside.

Gold Charm, a temperature sensitive flower, will be a deep golden yellow
when grown indoors where the temperature is in the 70's. Out side, it turns
creamy with a pink or orange over cast giving it a washed out appearance. On
the other hand, the cold intensifies the pink color of other varieties and
makes them more spectacular. It takes some experimenting to get the color
described in the catalog. As a general rule, the lighter the color, the more
sensitive it is to thermal color changes. These are better as house plant
The deeper pigmented plants do not show color changes as readily so airs=
better suited to be outside, but they are equally fit for inside display.

These plants grow well interplanted with Epis. No extra care is needed
but they do appreciate some extra fertilizer (2-10-10) when the first buds
appear. By selecting varieties with different blooming times, you may have
flowers from September to March.

The earlier flowers are the Thanksgiving Cacti. They have the tooth
segments and the Zygomorphic flowers. Those that bloom after Christmas are
the kind that have more regular shaped flowers and the stem segments are
softly scalloped. Both are great additions to an Epi house.

For those with more exotic taste and willingness to fuss with
temperamental plants the following species are the ones to grow:

SCHLUMBERGERA obtusangular

HABITAT Rio de Janeiro, Serra do Caparado, Pico de Bandeira, Brazil.
Growing on rocks.

SEGMEMTS dark grey-green round or slightly angled, 5-8 mm thick up to 10 cm
long, horned colored soft spines.

FLOWERS rose-red, slightly zygomorphic, 4-4.5 cm. long, mostly single
flowers in end areole, flower tube white.

FRUIT yellow-green, pear shaped.
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SCHLUMBERGERA opuntioides

mountains in the states of Rio de Janeiro, Minas Geraes and Sao
Paulo, Brazil.

look like prickly pear cacti, with short horn colored bristles to
spines.

small zygomorphic rose-magenta with lighter tips to the petal that
curl back at the tips, blooms in late spring.

greenish-white to yellow, slightly 4 ribbed.

SCHLUMBERGERA orssichiana

Rio de Janeiro, Serra do Mar, Brazil, around 3000 feet altitude.
flat large segments, 7-7.5 cm. long, 3-4 cm. wide, like thick
leather, margins strongly toothed and often undulated, reddish
margins.

large, up to 20 petals, white with rose margins, up toe 9 cm. long,
9 em. wide, short tubed flower hooded, petals do not reflex, often
appear in multiples in the end oreoles several times a year usually
in Jan-Feb and again in Aug-Sept.

greenish-yellow to white, slightly 5-6 ribbed.

SCHLUMBERGERA russelliana

Rio de Janeiro, Oregelgebirge, Brazil, 4400-6000 feet altitude.
pale green, flat, margins alternately crenated, 1-2.5 cm. long,
.5-1 cm. wide, minute bristles in end oreoles.

rose-magenta, bell shaped radial flowers, 6 cm. long, 4 cm. wide,
petals curve back at tips, Jan-Feb.

yellowish-green, 4-5 ribbed, carmine red.

SCHLUMBERGERA truncata

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 300 feet altitude, epiphyte to bushy
lithophyte.

flat, more or less toothed, crenated, dark green, 6 cm. long,
3 cm. wide.

strongly zygomorphic, orange-red, Oct-Nov.

rose-red.
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SCHLUMBERGERA kautzkyi

A new Schlumbergera plant, collected by Roberto Kautsky, near a mountain
called Pedra Azul, in Brazil, is likely candidate for species designation.
Currently it is being classified as a variety of S. truncata (1991).

HABITAT Esperito Santos, Brazil.

SEGMENTS flat, dark green, 3-4 cm. long, 1.5-2.5 cm wide, 1-2 sharp teeth
tinged with red edges, red margins in segments.

FLOWERS magenta-pink, 5 cm. long, 2,7 cm. wide, zygomorphic, held upright,
Oct-Nov.

FRUIT yellow-green with reddish tinge, 4 ribs.

References
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WILD ANIMAL PARK AWARD
by Marge Schlapfer

Members of the Epi House work party at the Wild Animal Park were invited
to attend a pot luck on Saturday, September 14. It was held in the Fuchsia
House to accommodate nearly 40 members of all floral groups who tend their
respective plants at the park.

The purpose of the party was to give recognition, by the horticultural
staff of the Wild Animal Park, to the various floral groups who have worked
with the park to help promote their dinosaur display. Pat Barrett accepted
the award for the Epi Society.

It was a fun time for everyone, with lots of good food, and it gave us
all a chance to meet fellow workers from other societies.

Among those attending from the Epi House were Pat Barrett, Margaret
Pethley, Bob and Dot Miller, George and Madeline French, and Gus and Marge
Schlapfer.
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DO YOU JUST BELONG?

Are you an active member, the kind that would be missed.
or are you just content that your name is on the list?

Do you attend the meeting and mingle with the £lock,

or do you sit at home an:i criticize and knock?

Do you take an active part to help the work along,

¢r are ycu satisfied to only just belong?

Do you do your part with your hand upon the stick,

or dc you leave the work to others, then talk about the ¢
Think this over member, you know right from wrong,

Are you an active member, or do you just belong?

1

igue?

¥ A& A N F H H * X %

Dianne McKcay

Reprinted from Auckland Epiphyllum and Hoya Society, sent in by Chuck.
*************************'.I'****************il‘*t*****************************
For sale: Moving to a smaller place. Would like to sell some Epis.

Sally Gross at 465-2232
****t*ti******t**t**t****tt********ttt*t************************tt*******it

its spectacular and profuse color photography has
captured the piants beauty, which should fascinate
novice and cavanced epi growers oike,”

- Monterey Herald

This gorgeous new book has breathickingly beautitul
full-color reproguctions of vanous epiphylium hybnas.
- Cactus and Succulent Journol

Marga Leue hos crealea wih Dot faste ond skill o
text which should its niche on the sheif of high-class
gargening ond flowar books. In my enfire gardensrs
life. | have not seen a plant book equipped with
pictures as fascinaling as this photogrophic
cecioration of love 10 epphyliums.* - Der Garfen

This work sefs new photograophic standands.”
- Kokteen und andere Sukluenten | =
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1 HIGHEST QUALTY PAPER AND PRINT S ks 19 x 3™
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1 BiuNGUAL ~ ENGUSH AND GERMAN (Please add $1* sales tax ~ (Please add 82¢ sales tax
5 HistoRY OF THE PLANTS per book and $4% shipping Speciol Sale! per print and $4% shipping &
3 Hewprut HiNTs oN CULTIVATION & handling per order.) Bhgue Fice: S handling per order.)

HOLGER LEUE PHOTOGRAPHY e P.O.BOX 460393 e SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94146
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