
MARCH MEETING 

The meeting on Wednesday March 11th 
will feature a slide presentation by 
John Daniel . This looks like it 
will be an excellent program . See 
page 2 for more details. 

************************************ 

FEBRUARY MEETING 

The February meeting had 26 members 
and 4 guests in attendance. The 
rainy weather probabl y kept most 
members home. The missed an 
excellent presentation on herbs that 
was presented by Helen Chandler. It 
was a welcomed change of our regular 
pr og r ams that focus on Epis and 
related succulents. 

*********************************** 

"A AFTERNOON WITH ?1??" 

I n this month's Epi News , there is a 
new feature that I hope will be of 
interes t to members. I hope that I 
am able to do the feature on a 
regu lar monthly basis. It is my 
des i re to be able to spend an 
afternoon with some of the notable 
members and attempt to gather a 
small amount of insight into their 
lov e and enjoyment of raising Epis. 

This month's article is with George 
French . See page 4. Please let me 
know how the article is received and 
if it is something you would like to 
see on a regular basis the 
newsletter. 

*****~***************************** 
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GOODIE LIST 

Alan Mahaffey 
Marge Schlapfer 
Jeanette Dutton 
Randall Weidner 
Elizabeth Glover 

************************************ 

MOTBER • S DAY SHOW 

The dates are Saturday Ma y 9 f or the 
mini show and sa l e, Sunda y Ma y 10 
for the annual SDES Mother's Day 
Flower Show and Plant Sale . See 
page 3 for the flier on the s how . 

********************************** * 

Dates and 
flower and 
and may be 

FLOWER SHOWS 

times 
plant 
found 

for many o f the 
groups i s incl ud ed 
on page 5 . 

********************************* ** 

WILD AlIlKAL PARK 

Don't forget about the wo r king 
parties on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
of each month. Come by and 1 end a 
hand or a strong back. It is a good 
time to enjoy the beauty of the Epi 
House and to spend a few hou rs wi th 
some of the other members. Ca l l Pa t 
Barrett for additional informat ion. 

Watch for the dinosaurs to ma k e 
their appearance again this summer 
at the park. It is to be set up as 
it was last summer. 
******************************** *** 
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SDES GENERAL MEETING 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 11. 1992 

ROOM 101. CASA DEL PRADO 

7:30 PM 

PROGRAM: JOHN DANIEL. HYBRIDIZER 

This will be a slide program featuring 

hybrids by one of Southern California's out-

standing hybridziers. John and his wife Cathy 

have been collectors of Epis since 1967, 

starting with the Monmanier Collection 

(purchased from Monmon;er's sister). Since 

then they have produced many of their own 

hybrids such as "High Fashion", "Snow Leopard", 

"Virg inia Reel", & "Funny Girl". 

know you will want to see the pictures 

of his hybrids and hear his talk. He ana 

Cathy will journey all the way from South 

Pasadena to be with us. This will be their 

first time in 15 years for p 

Do Come. 



EPI NEWS HARCH 1992 PAGE 3 

~'ail on 
I 

, 

SAN DIEGO EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY 
Annual Mothers Day Flower Show 

& Cutting Sale 
Sunday May 10,1992 • 11 am to 4:30pm 

sale starts at 10 am 
Balboa Park· Casa del Prado· Rm. 101 
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AN AFTERNOON with GEORGE FRENCH 
by David Graham 

It·is a short drive from my home in Mira Mesa to the Point Lorna home of 
George and Madeline French. After exchanging greeting with Madeline. George 
took me on a tour of the back yard and his Epis. Again I am in luck as there 
are a few Epis in bloom. the best of which was Bronze star, a gorgeous 
flower . As usual, all of his plants look excellent, and I wish that my Epis 
would do as well as his. Wi th all of the crosses, and winter bi comers, 
George has flowers from January through December. 

After admirinq his co11ection, it is back to the patio where we can 
begin to learn how George began rasing Epis. For him it started thirty seven 
years ago with a visit to a lady in Imperial Beach. He had gone there to 
obtain some cacti for his cactus garden. He left with a box of cactus as 
well as an Epi cutting. It was planted and basically left to grow. What a 
surprise the following year, when it bloomed and had a nice purple flower. 
This flower started George into doing some research on Epiphyllums. He was 
able to find the book Epiphyllum Handbook by Scott E. Haselton, as well as 
catalogs from the Beahms and Coolidge Nurseries . 

George had been raising orchids, but decided to give them up and start 
raising !pis, basically because they were easier to care for. It was no f 
until four years later that he began to do any hybridizing of Epis. The 
first flower that he hybridized and registered is Jennifer Ann. in 1977. 
Since that time George has registered 176 flowers. sixty some in just the 
last three years. He said that his days of hybridizing are coming to a close 
due to the time it takes for the plants to flower, often as long as seven to 
ten years. 

George is one of the thirty seven charter members of the San Diego 
Epiphyll urn Society. He was drafted by Dr. Troxell to be the 2nd Vic e 
President . moving up to 1st Vice President . It was the policy in the eariy 
years of the society that the 1st Vice President became Pres ident the 
foIL owing year. Wi th that. George became the second President of the 
socie,ty. 

To those that attend the monthly meeting, George has the pleasure of 
introducing the flowers that bloom and grace the display table. He is also 
an avid exhibi tor who has won numerous awards and trophies at the annual 
Mother's Day Shows . I had the opportunity to get a sneak preview of what his 
display will be this year. It should , as in the past be one of the best 
exhibits at our show in May. 

I posed the question to George about his favorite Epi. As with many of 
us it is difficult, if not impossible to center on just one. It is perhaps 
a little harder for George, in that his favorites are those he has hybridized 
and named over the years. A yellow? perhaps. French Chiffon or Jennifer Ann. 
A pink, Honey Bell e or Meadow Rose; .'. a" red , Radiant Fi re or one of hi 
newer hybrids, Bing Cherry. Others that were mentioned are: Coral Dance, 
Malloch •... He made the comment, "I can't pick just one and brag about it." 



Mar. 21 & 22 
Mar. 28' 29 
Apr. 4 & 5 
Apr. 10.11.12 

Apr. 18' 19 
Apr. 25 & 26 
Kay 2& 3 
Say 10 
May 16 & 17 
May 23' 24 
June 6& 7 
June 6& 7 

JUil! !4 
June 20 & 2! 
Jun. 21' 28 
July S 
: .. 11 25 & 26 
Au;, l' 2 
Auq. 15'!6 
Au,. 22' 23 
Auq. 29' 30 
S.p~. 19 , 2C 
S.pt . 26 , 21 
Oct. 3 & 4 
Oct. :7 & 18 
Oct . 24 & 25 
Oct. 31 & Xov. 1 
Kov. 7' 8 
!fov. 22 
Dec. 4 & 5 
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SHOW SCHEDULE FOR ~992 

Cas a Del Prado Balboa Park San Diego 

Saturday Sunday 

Ikebana Internat ional 24th Elb1b!t/S~ow 
Bal~oa Park African Violet Club !7th Show 
Exotic Plant Society 14th Annual Show 

Ham-4:30pm Ham-4:30pm 
12pm-S:OOpm lOll:-4:COp: 
11am-4:30pm 11m-4:3Cp:> 

San Diego Co. Orchid Soc. 46th Spring Show 
(Scottish Rites Mem. Bldg. - Mission Valley) 

9u-6:00pm llam·4:COpm 
Preview Pri 6-l0pm 

Admission S3.00 
San Di ego Bansai Clib 27th Annual Show 11am-5:00pm 
Heartland African Violet Society 11th Show lpm-5:00pm 
San Diego-Imperial Co. Iris Soc . 27th Show 12P1r5:00pm 
San Diego !piphyllum Society 22nd Hother's Day Show 
San Diego Geranium Society 20th Annual Show l2pm-5:00pm. 
Bromellid Study Group of Balhoa Plrk Show 11am-4:30pm. 
San Diego Cactus' Succulent 24th Show lpm-5:00pz 
San Diego Rose Society 64th Annual Show Ipm-6:00pm 

(Federal Buildin;, Balboa Park) Admissio~: 51.50 
So .. thwest Bemerocallis So:ietyl9th Show 
San Di ego Fuchsia & Shlde Plant Show 
'ationai !uchsia Society Show 
San Diego Dahlia Society Specimen Show 
San Diego Co. Orchid Soc. 6th Summer Show 
Sa: Diego Co. Dahlia Society Show 
San ~ieqo Fern Society 14th Show 
San Diego Bramelaid 18th Show 
San Diego turtle' Tortoise Society 18th Show 
Heartland African Violet 3rd Fall Show 
San Oiego Bonsai Club Fall Show 
Sogets1.1 Schoo! of Ikebana - San Diego Branch 
Palamar nistrict Plover Shaw 

12pm-S:OCpo: 
lOam-4: 30pm 

12pm-4: 30pm 
2pm-S:00pm 
!rm-S:OOpc. 
1pm-4:30pm 

10..-S :00pm 
1pm-S:00ptl 

10 .. -S: COl'" 
11am-4:30pm 
11m-4:30pm 
12pm-S:00pm 
lOlli-4:00pm 
12pm-6:00pm 

llam-~· :OOpm 
!lam-S : OOpm 
11m-4:30pm 
11am-4:30pm 
10om-S :OOpm 
11am-4:30pm 
10am-S: OOpo 

9om-4 :00pm 

12l"'-l:00pm 
10m-S:COpo: 
10am-4: 30pm 

1pm-4:30pm 
lOam-4:30pm 
10am- 4: 3Cp:> 
lOam-I: OOpm 
!1am-4:30~ 
lOu-5:00pm 
10 .... 4:30pm 
lOam-S:OOrm 
llam- 4: 30pm 
!Oam·4:00p:n 
lOam-4:30pm 
10",-4 : OOpm 

9am-4:30pm 
11am-4:00pm 

San Diego Co. Orchid Societr Fall "Hini" Show 
Bilboa Park African Violet Society Fall Show 
San Die;o Tropical Fish Society 35th Show 
Sumi -e Painting' Ikehana 17th Annual Show 
San Oiego Floral Association Christmas Show Fri. Spm- 9: OOpm 

(Christmu on the Prado) S.t. 11 ..... 9:00pm 

Some of the many shows that are available to go and see at Balboa Park 
through the year. Make your plans know to attend the show(s) of your desire . 
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NOW I S THE TIME 

Give the plants the final feeding of 
low Nitrogen fertilizer (0-10-10 or 
2-10-10) , such as Bloom or Hi Bloom. 
It wil l stimulate the production of 
buds . 

Remove dead leaves and debris from 
the pot s . Remove any dead. old, or 
unsightly branches from the plants . 

watch for aphids and ants that will 
be attracted to the buds and new 
growth . 

Bait for snails and slugs with any 
good insecticide. Sluqqetta or your 
favorite brand. Check plants for 
signs of snai 1 s. remembering that 
they love the new growth . 

Repot last year's cuttings that have 
outgrown their pots and older plants 
that need to be repotted into a 
larger container. 

Remember not to move the plants once 
the ·buds have begun to form . This 
may cause the buds to drop . 

With the rain , it can be beneficial 
to store some rain water for later 
use. Use opaque containers to avoid 
build up of algae. 

Plant any seeds that you may have 
obtained. It is a great way to 
start new Epis, if you have the time 
and patience to see what nature will 
have i n store for you. 

Make plans to attend 
exhibit in the upcoming 
Show . A few flowers 
ful l, all are welcome . 

or perhaps 
Mother's Day 
or a table 

*********************************** 

SOUTH BAY FLOWER SHOW 

Sunday April 28th is the date for 
the South Bay Epiphyllum Society to 
have their annual flower show . 

I plan to 
interested 
anyone else 

attend and would be 
in going along wit h 
who is going. 

*********************************** 

correction 

EPI CON III. not II will be he l d 
September 12th at South Coas t 
Botanical Gardens . 

*********************************** 

BUDGET 

As reported last month , the budget 
was to be enclosed with the 
newsletter this month , but it has 
not yet been received. It wi l l be 
published when it becomes availab l e. 

* * * * * * ** * *-* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

COLOR NENSLETTER I!'t1ND 

For the past several months , there 
has been no activity in the fund. I 
do not Know the e xact balance, but 
it is less than $50.00. If we are 
to pub l ish a color issue in June , 
DOKATIORS are needed . The cost of 
last years issue was around $250.00. 

*********************************** 

ctITTIRGS 

Cuttings will be needed for the 
Mother's Day Show and Plant Sale . 
This is the main means for providi n~ 
the funds to meet our budget. Tak 
cutting off of good healthy plants 
that are known to bloom t r ue. 



· . 
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MOTHER· S DAY 
SHOW 5. SALE 
:nfPORMATIOIf 

DATE SUNDAY MAY 10TH 
ROOM 101 CASA DEL PRADO 

***'!'ROPHIES*** 

WILLIAM and ROTH NELSON TROPHY 
Awarded to the best plant in the 
show. A special area will be used 
to exhibi t the pI ants unl eS5 they 
are needed by entrant for their 
tabl e top display . The following 
cactuses are eligible; Slenicer.eus. 
KIIDeer,cus. Helioe'facus, 
Aporocactus. Epiphyllum. Disicactus. 
Rhipsalis. Rhipsalidopsisc 
5ah! umbergera « or other, cl ose1 y 
related genera. 

DR. JACOB and MIRIAM TROXELL TROPHY 
Awarded to the exhibit that best 
represents the theme of the show I 
"Sail on With Epis". 

BODDY BORST TROPHY 
Awarded to the best hybrid flower on 
display. which has been registered 
with the ESA for five years or less. 
Special labels must be used in this 
category. These labels must include 
hybrid name, growers mane, name of 
the original or registered 
hybridizer and the year that the 
hybrid was registered. 
Documentation of registration dates 
is the exhibi tor's responsibi 1 i ty. 
Failure to provide documentation may 
result in disqualification. The 
judges will not be responsible for 
verifyi ng any reqistration dates. 

CSSA 'l'ROPHY 
Awarded to the best educational 
display each year by the Cactus and 
Succulent Society of America. A 
minimum of two entries is requires 
before the award can be given . 
Advance notice to the show 
chairperson is also r~quired. 

EVA CLOVER TROPHY 
Acknowledges the contribution to the 
Society by those persons having six 
or fewer flowers to exhi bit. These 
entries will be placed on the 
Society's Special Table. 

WALTER and PENNY BONJU!R TROPHY 
Awarded to the best flower 
arrangement in the show. The 
arrangements may incl ude material 
from any plant and necessary 
mechanics, but must feature flowers 
from the list of plants eligible for 
the Nelson Trophy. A special table 
is set aside for the flower 
arrangements . 

GEORGB and JERRY PLAISTED' 5 PEOPLE' 5 
CHOICE AWARD 
Each eshibi tors is allowed one 
flower. The flowers will be placed 
on a special table. Exhibitors and 
the visitors to the show will then 
cast ballots as to t ·heir favorite. 
The winner will be announced in the 
June issue of Epi News. 

*********************************** 

Lets all get together and make this 
the best Mother's Day Show and Pl ant 
Sale that there has been. Hope that 
the weather will favor us again this 
year so that there will be an over 
abundance of flowers for all of the 
shows. 

*********************************** 

WILD ANIMAL PlIlIK SBQW 

Don't forget the WAP Show on the 
weekend of May 2nd and 3rd . 
Vol unteers are needed to make the 
show a success. 

*********************************** 

Don Irwin has some Epis for sale . 
Call first to check on availability. 
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