
MEETING 

Mic~ael R. Bostwick will present a 
s!:'c!.e show "THE RAIN FOREST OF 
:iONDURAS". This will be a welcome 
change from slides of Epis. See 
?age 2 for more details. 

************************************ 

OCTOBER MEETING 

The October meeting feat1.:.re Et~e l 

Hurst with a slide presentation of 
Epis from her nursery in El Monte. 
Ca. The were 250 slides of flowers , 
many of which have not been seen 
here at OUI" meetings . In addition 
to having slides of Epis that are 
available, Ethel also had several 
slides of new seedlings/hybrid that 
wi ll be :lamed an available in the 
next few years. There are several 
that have been added to my "wan t 
!ist". 

The general meeting had 54 members , 
6 guests and 23 flowers. George 
French al~o brought in a flowe r of 
~ediocact~s selenicer~s :r ow 
Co::.:.mb ia. It is a night bloomer , 
s!ightl y dif:erent from the night 
blooming circus that we normally 
see . 

************************************ 

WAP UPDATE 

Correction about the Beauty and 
Seast show at the WAP last month. 1 
reported that sales and attendance 
was down. Pat Barrett reported at 
the October meeting that sales 
( $415.00) were the best ever. 
Thanks to all who helped. 
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GOODIE LIST 

LEE HOLCOMB 
MARGE SCHLAPFER 

BONNIE VON WAGNER 
ROSA REYNOLDS 
JUDY FRANCIS 

LEONA ROSS 

*********************************** 

CHRISTMAS BANQUET 

Menu on page Tickets went on 
sal e at the October meeting , wi th 
sales being brisk. Tickets will be 
on sal e unti 1 the 1st of December 
deadline ..... See Dot Miller at the 
November meeting or call her at 444-
0968. Hope to see you there. 

************************************ 

COLOR PHOTO fund balance at $113.47, 
so I am beginning my search for 
another color picture for the cover . 
1 would like to start the new year 
out with another color photo 
edition. If funds are made 
available ( donations ) I would like 
to try and do one every quarter. 
Any suggestions?? Comments??? 

************************************ 

SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

Current membership in the society i s 
384 . I t is the highest ever and 
continues to grow. 

Are your dues due or even past due? 
Check your mail label for membership 
expiration date. I noticed severa l 
that are past due and several :~at 
are due now. 



SDES GENERAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1992 

7:30 PM ROOM 101, CASA DEL PRADO 
"THE RAIN FOREST OF HONDURAS" 

A Slide Show presented by 

MICHAEL R. BOSTWICK 

:-tr. Bost.~ i ck , a Sa:": Diego Zoo Hort;cu~tu:"31;st, has tra'le il ed extC'rlsively to 

r a ; nfc~ests 3~d tropical regio~s arou:.d ~~e world. He was instrumentai in 

e s tabl;s~inq c ;aboratory i n New Guinea f~r t~e s~~ay of tissue cu l ture. He 
~. a s written many art i c ~ es for the ZOO7l0QZ "'a93Z ~ ::e. ~rofessiotla ~ Gardening & 

~ and scap;i1g Magaz i ne and fo r the American Orchid Society Bul~et;n. He is a 

1ic e n s~d . practicing :andscape contractor w~ o recognizes the impor!dnC a of 
s aVing di1d ;:>reserving t he raii1forests of tl1e WQf i d . T:lis prcl1ise5 to be a 

t'!lost ~ r.teresti.,g ana infol":':'1at ive program. ; nope you ',ofcn't miss i t !! 
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All APTERJI'OOIr if I 'I.'H E'l.'HEL HURST 
by David Graham 

Once again it is time to spend an afternoon with one of the members. My 
trip begins with a quiet. easy drive (very light traffic) to El Monte. As I 
an going on to Eagle Rock to visit with relatives, my family accompany me for 
this interview. 

After getting lost in El Monte , a quick call to Ethel for directions , I 
found out that I was not but a few blocks away. One at Hurst Nursery, we get 
a tour of the nursery including the ' employee only' areas that most people do 
not see. There are several excellent grafts th.t supply the cuttings that 
are for sale. Numerous rows of hanging ' :nother plants' I new 
seedlings/hybrids that are waiting to be named so that they can be offered 
for sale to the many Epi lovers not only in Southern California , but around · 
the world. 

There were only a few flowers in bloom, but they looked great. A few 
medium sized reds and pinks. In the tour Ethel said that the empty row by 
the bac'k fence . was were she had several qrafts that she lost during a bad 
frost in 1990. The nursery looks well taken care of and the plants all look 
excellent. 

Into -the kitchen where we can talk. The Hursts started raising Epis 
(and orchj.ds) in the late 40'5 and early 50's . . Most of their early Epis were 

-~ ?urcha~sed from Cactus Pete . It · was not until 1953 that they opened their 
first nursery. In 1962 the moved their nursery to Rosemont. They operated 
the nursery there, until they moved to their current location in El Monte in 
1979. 

PI an ts we,re al so obtained from the Bl ue Bird Nursery, where they woul d 
usually by plants every week. They were also able to obtain plants from the 
nursery of Paul Fort and Garland O'Barr. 

Ethel and Buddy qot to know many of the notabl e Epi growers and 
hybridizers as well as some of the charter members who started the Epiphy!lwm 
Society of America (started in 1940). Ethel talked in length of many of the 
people that they knew their love of Epis. I could spend severa l weeks with 
Ethel and be able to write a several page article on the history of Epis and 
the many people who were influential in the start of the Epiphyllum movement 
(for lack of a better term) in Southern California. 

The Hursts did some hybridizing, but not a great number survived to 
maturity. In the 1970's they obtained seedlinqs from Wresaey Cocke, which 
allowed them more room to raise mature plants. (Seedlings take a lot of time 
and room to raise them from seed). Today, Ethel qets her new hybrids from a 
few of the hybridizers in the area. 

Time to go back to the nursery and pick out a few plants that I have on 
my want list. A few plants were added from the slide show she presented for 
the San Diego Epiphyllum Society. One plant is one that Mr. Cocke introduced 
at one of the SDES shows about four years aqo. 

As we leave, it is my hopes to brinq my family back again next year so 
that my mother in law can visit when the flowers are in full bloom. It again 
has been a very enlightenin; experience to have the ability to visit with one 
who has been in love with the Epis for so many years. 
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I wo ul d like to do a n other interview later on the history of the Epi 
hybridizers and growers in the Southern Ca li fornia area . I know the Ethel 
has a vast arr ay of knowledge in this area and that in needs to be recorded 
for future r eference. 

My thanks to Et hel Hurst fo r having me and my family for the afternoon. 
We will be back again next spring for a visit. 

**************************************************************************** 

HOLIDAY 
CACTUS . 

Worldwide specialists In ALL named 
varieties! The best in Christmas/Easter 
Cactus + Orchid Cactus. Send $2.00 ($4.00 
for foreign requests) for 76-page plantl 
bookshop catalogs-over 186 coktr photos!! 

RAINBOW GARDENS NURSERY 
• BOOKSHOP 

1444 E. Taylor Sl 
vIIa'rnc~ 

ViS1L CA 
92084 

CACTUS 
BOOKS 

Send for FREE 28-page catalog featuring 
172+ cactus books. + orChid. brometiad. 
fern. SoUI.h African. desert, ltalionety. 

Sent surface mall anywhere In the wOftd? 

RAIN8DW GARDENS BOOKSHOP 
1444 E. Taylor Sl V .. ta, CA 
Phone 619-758-4290 920&( ...... ,11'1(:..--

.. ..-' 
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AWARDS BANQUET 

CARDINAL ROOM 

KINGS INN MISSION VALLEY 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 9, 1992 

SOCIAL HOUR 6 to 7 PM 

SUPPER 7 PM 

MENU 

ROAST BEEF 

and 

TERIYAKI CHICKEN 

GREEN SALAD 

AMBROSIA 

POTATO SALAD 

RICE PILAF 

HOT ROLLS and BUTTER 

COFFEE , TEA , or MILK 

CHRISTMAS DESERT 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

****************************** 

COST 

MEMBERS $8.00 
NONMEMBERS $16.00 

********************************** 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
RSVP TO DOT MILLER AT 451-3770 

OR 

NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING 

*******************************.*******.******************* 
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SPEAKERS CAN BE A REAL INSPIRATION ~ 

Ken Lewis, Newberg, Or. 

Many ' clubs . societies and or:ganizations have speakers at meetings who 
expound on their particular expertise. If your speaker is a well known 
authority your might want to invite others of like interest to participate. 
Media advertising might also help to bring in potential new working members . 
Such intrusion is often resented by the old timers who are content with the 

'status quo, bu~ new bloo~ must be brought in to continue. 

Put the speaker on at the beginning of the meetin;. Don't make the poor 
chap sit through a long, boring business meetiriq, " only to have half the 
audience leave because the have to get up early ", He also mi;ht like to qet 
a timely start towards home. If the speaker is showinq films or slides, 
unless he has his own, qet a projector from a rental agency rather than a 
member, unless you are certain the machine can do the job. Have the 
projector focused in before the audience sits down. IF it is ill mot i on 
picture film , advance it to just before the title, close the apert~re at the 
end before the last frame goes throuqh the gate. With both still and motion 
pictures have the imaqe fill the screen, not lap over. The closer the 
screen, the brighter the imaqe. If the is glass beaded suggest the audience 
move to the center. Color and brightness fade rapidly as one is removed from 
direct l ine of sight . 

If the size of the hall or number of people warrant the use of a 
microphone it should be tested for volume beforehand. Many people .are 
uncomfortable or don't wish to use a microphone, insist they don't need one 
or wave it about. If all the audience hears is a murmur then time, money and 
effort are wasted and · i t becomes nappy time. The speaker should hold the 
microphone abo~t 6 inches from his mouth and speak in a normal tone. Even 
with a multi-directional round-headed microphone, speak into the top and not 
the side. Normally if a speaker can hear himself on the P.A. system he's 
speaking too loud or holdinq the microphone too close. Let the amplifier do 
:'ts work. 

The speaker should not be bashful about opening his mouth, working his 
~ips and tonque, even if he feels he's grimacing . Try saying, "The rat ran 
over the roof of the house with a lump of liver in his mouth." When spoken 
norrr.all y and rapidly notice how the words bl"end together. Repeat it again , 
emphasizing clarity, bounce it off the wall, see how much vocal action :'s 
requi red to enunciate it well. I won I t su;qest you practice with a mouth 
full of small truffles, but do have mercy on your listeners, articulate with 
good voice. 

A horrible example is the well known television commentator who mumbles 
without moving her lips, seemin;ly imitating a ventriloquist talking to her 
dummy. While we are on the subject, there is one point we want to emphasize. 
Let's say when a specimen or subject is shown or talked about, that has a 
technical or latin or otherwise unfamiliar name, pause, pronounce the name 
slowly and car~fully, even repeat it, dotting the its and crossing the t's , 
round out the letters. Give a common name if such is available. It is far .--' 
better to have a bunch of new members ;0 home feeling- they have learned 
somethinq and understood quite a bit about a dozen things rather than to have 
been overwhelmed with a multitude of facts they can't possibly absorb . There 
is the story about the younqster who when ask~d to write about a trip to the 
zoo said , " I learned more about snakes than I cared to know . " 
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SPEAKERS CAN BE A REAL INSPIRATION, cont 

Slides and films should have been photographed in good crisp light, 
cri sp and brilliant and in focus. Spare us from the orange light streaks on 
the l ast few picture frames on the roll, spare us from the dark, fuzzy blob 
which you tell us is a rare shot , an item never to be found and photographed 
agai n ! Resist! 

The lecturer should be informed as to how long he is to talk. Cut it 
off five or ten minutes before time, to answer questions . If he has no watch 
or if it 1s dark the program chairman should arrange a signal. 

If t he speaker continues to talk too long, the club officer can come 
forward with a tactful word or two, say the time is now for questions. This 
should be kept short. The speaker should be able to tell when questions are 
winding down, but there is always some eager beaver who bombards and 
harangues the speaker with irrelevant questions, while the rest at us 
woefully eye the door to the rest rooms. If people start to slip away , if 
they keep lookino at their watches , if they hold them up and shake them, he 
can be sure he won't be asked aoai n . 

One of the most important points I must emphasize, and it is a rare 
speaker indeed who is not gui 1 ty o,f this faul t - someone with a wea'k , 

~ timorous voice asks the speaker a question only HE can hear. He BOOMS out an 
answer and the rest of us wonder what in Heaven's name the question could 
have been. For the love of Mike , and the rest of us. please REPEAT THE 
QUESTION so all can comprehend the answer. It may have been aa question we 
ourselves should have wanted to ask. 

If the speakers says , "I hardly know where to begin ... ", it's tempting 
to suggest "Somewhere near the end, we hope." A well spoken. 
knowledgeable authority can impart a great deal of information we could get 
nowhere else - and can be a real inspiration! 

************** 

The abov e articl. was sent in by one of the members in hopes that we can all 
benefit from it. . .. Thanks . 

**************************************************************************** 

ADDS: 

WE SPECIALIZE IN HARD 
TO FIND VARIETIES 

GRAY/DAVIS EPIPHYLLUMS 

SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG TO 
P.O. BOX 71044'3. SANTEE. CA 92012 

. MAIL ORDER ONLY 
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SEND INQUIRIES OR CHEel': PAYABLE 
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