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New perpetual trophy announced

A new perpetual trophy
honoring George French was unveiled at the
SDES Annual Awards Banquet December 9.
Chuck Everson of Rainbow Gardens announced
the new award named "The President’s Choice for
the George French Award."

Each year at the annual Mother’s Day
Show, the current SDES president will choose his
or her favorite epiphyllum flower in the show -
thus, the "President’s Choice." Eligibility for the
award is an open field - nursery, hybridizer or
private grower, named or unnamed, seedling or
old favorite.

Introducing the award, Chuck kept the
name secret until the end of his presentation.
"The San Diego Epiphyllum Society was started in
1970," he began. "Right from the very beginning
there has been one person considered to be a
driving force in our club. This person has donat-
ed thousands of hours of his personal time to
help the club grow and prosper. As a past

president and
board mem-
ber this spe-
cial individual
has helped
mold our club
into one of
the most
successful
garden societ-
ies in San
Diego Coun-
ty." With-
out mention-

ing George by
name, he
listed
George’s
many contri-
butions to SDES: charter member, past president
and board member. Volunteer at the Wild

continued on p. 6

dinner December 9 at the King's Inn.

New SDES officers for 1993 are (left to
right) Director Dot Miller, Director Pat
Barrett, Membership Secretary Leona
Ross, Director Bob Miller, Treasurer
George Plaisted, Director Jeanette
Dutton, Recording Secretary Gerry
Plaisted, Ist Vice President Gus
Schlapfer, 2nd Vice President Marge
Schlapfer, Director Ed Ross, and
(front) President, Margaret Pethley.
Not pictured is Corresponding Secre-
tary Cheri Dowell.

Photo by Chuck Everson

Photo by Chuck Everson
George and Madeline French at annual awards
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Rick Latimer to speak at January meeting

SDES Honorary Life Member, Richard
Latimer Jr., will be guest speaker at the January
meeting Wednesday, Jan. 13 at 7:30 p.m., Room
101, Casa del Prado. Rick’s slide presentation
will feature the epi
crosses of his late

father, Richard

Latimer Sr. J44 GOODIES LIST
Hybridizing Jeanette Dutton

epis was a joint effort Penny Haney

between father and H"j”!;degﬂe F”“:d

son. Rick began Bt v’::':zwmer

growing epis in 1970 Steven Nakamura

and his father started Max Turner

hybridizing his son's

plants in 1972. Of

the 80-some crosses

they made, more than 60 plants have been
registered. Rick Sr. passed away in 1986. Rick
continues to hybridize and register epis and has
written many articles for Epi News.

There will be a few cuttings from the
Latimer hybrids on the raffle table at the January
meeting.

Some of the Latimer hybrids and the vears
they were registered include the following:

Ada Perry '82

Agnes Passino '82

Arachne '81

Atlas Centaur '82

Baby Cat '89

Barbara Ruth DeCarli '81

Bea Barad '90

Blanche Hafiz '86

California Gardens '82
Christine Michele Anderson "82
Christi's Unicorn '84

Cirenia Adela Markey "90
Clifton Travis Tunnell '87
Christopher Ryan Tunnell "87
Cruella de Vil '83

Daughters American Revolution '83
Dr. H.A. Hafiz '86

Ed Lucero '82

Elinor Victoria Latimer '81
Elizabeth Louise Athy "90
Elizabeth Magdaline DeFrees 82
Elizabeth Mildred Angus '89
Emest William Angus '89
Fidelio "86

Florence Reed Amold '81
Flutterby '82

George Edward Angus '91
George Theodore Latimer '91
I Claudius 86

1.0S. '89

Jack Murphy Stadium '86
Jalousie "90

Jeanette Davis Latimer 'S0
Jeanette Lynn Anderson '81
Jeanette's Flamingo '91
Julianne Rice '91

Jean Marie Seile 92
Leonore Overture #3 '82
Les Huguenots '89

Lucy Latimer "81

Margaret Bond Pethley '87
Michael Vincent '87

Miss La Mesa '81

Mary Ruth Nicklas "91
Notre Dame '81

President Clancy '81
President William Nelson '82
Penny Bunker "91

Purple People Eater '91
Raymond Amold '81
Renfield 90
Rensselaevwyck "91

Rick Latimer '91

Rickety '85

Rosabel Decarli '85

Rose of Lancaster "86

Rose of York '86

Rose's Galaxy '83

Ruth Leone Latimer 91
Ruth Nelson '82

Samuel Harry Markey '90
Secretary Eva Clover "81
Toccata & Fugue "90

Tony DeCarli '86

Tryntie Kip '87
Unforgettable '92

Victor Watson DeFrees '81
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SDES holds annual awards dinner

The San Diego Epiphyllum Society’s annual awards
dinner and installation of new officers was held Wed-
nesday, December 9 in the Cardinal Room at King's Inn.

The 75 members and guests attending the dinner
each received a potted epi. In addition., George French
brought in several unnamed seedlings for gifts. Four or
five seedlings were placed on each table and any person
who had a red circle under his or her chair seat was the
lucky one to "win" a seedling.

Following dinner outgoing President George
Plaisted presented the "president’s gift" to the member he
felt had helped him the most during the past year — Gus
Schlapfer. George said, "Gus is the person who's always
there, who always jumps up to help. He’s helped me more
than anyone. In addition, he managed the raffle table and
worked at the Wild Animal Park, bringing pots down from
the park." Gus' gift was a Christmas cactus from Rainbow
Gardens.

George also announced that the Board had voted
two honorary life memberships for Bob and Dot Miller.
The Millers have been very active in the Society's activities
helping with plant sales, volunteering at the Wild Animal

Park and helping with the Beauty and the Beast Show.
Bob has maintained the cuttings sale table at the monthly
meetings and Dot planned the night's awards dinner.

Four members were thanked for decorating a
Christmas tree with paper epis for Christmas on the Prado:
Pat Barrett, Dot Miller, Marge Schlapfer, and Margaret
Pethley.

After Chuck Everson presented the new perpetual
awards trophy honoring George French (please see page
1), musical entertainment was provided by Mike Zgrzenski,
organist for the San Diego Padres, and Madeline German,
vocalist and drummer at King Louie’s for 20 years.

Rainbow Gardens donated Christmas cacti to be
presented as gifts to members who had served in an
official capacity during the past year. Officers and board
members each received one, as did Lenore Arbayo,
hostess; Rose Martinez, refreshments; and David Graham,
newsletter editor.

Mary Alice Buaas acted as Installing Officer. In a
unique approach, she compared SDES officers to a sym-
phony and presented small gold ornaments, each repre-
senting a different part of an orchestra -- violin, flutist,

first trumpet. drums. sliding trom-

bone, piano, woodwind, harp - to
outgoing and incoming officers.
Each instrument represented that
position’s special place in the Soci-
ety. ‘Like a symphony, our mem-
bers are developing mastery and
form...of colors." Conducting our
symphony, outgoing president
George Plaisted passed the baton to
Margaret Pethley.

Concluding the evening was
a raffle drawing of plants (all 50's
crosses) donated by Gray/Davis Ep-
iphyllums.

Marge Schiapfer, Pat Barrett and
Margaret Pethley decorate a Christmas
tree with paper epis for Christmas on
the Prado December 4 and 5 at Bal-
boa Park. Along with Dot Miller, they

Phote by Dot Miller made colorful epis out of construction
paper.
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Yow cs the Time

v Begin to feed with low or no nitrogen fertilizer, such as
"Hi Bloom" or "Bloom". Low/no nitrogen fertilizers will have label
ratings around 0-10-10 or 2-10-10. Either liquid or time-release
granules can be used. If liquid is used, another application may
be needed in a month. Plants that are not large enough to
support blooms can be fertilized with a higher nitrogen content,
such as 5-10-10.

v Watch for pests. Keep plants free of debris where pests
can breed and hide. Wet weather is snail and slug weather. Bait
or hand pick them. Spray with insecticides only when necessary
and follow directions carefully.

v Protect epis from freezing temperatures. New tender
growth is especially susceptible to cold temperatures and winter
winds.

v Prune out unproductive and unsightly growth to allow
more energy to be used by newer and healthier branches.
However, if you live in an area where your epis will be exposed
to more freezing nights, this unproductive or damaged growth
will help protect the healthier growth from the elements. You
may want to forgo pruning a bit longer.

v Let epis enjoy the winter rains. As long as your epis are
in loose draining soil, the rains won't hurt them and will help
wash out the fertilizer salts that can build up in potted plants.
If you have epis sitting on shelves or tables, make sure they're
not sitting in puddles of water after heavy rains. If you collect
rain water for future use, store in covered opaque containers to
prevent algae build-up and mosquito larvae infestation.

4 Pick ripe apples (seed pods). After removing the seeds
from the pod, they can be planted immediately without having to

be dried out. However, artificial light and heat may be needed

to encourage gerrfnaﬁon.
v Do not repot plants that you want to bloom this spring.
Some buds are already starting their earliest formative stages.

Once buds set, don’t rearrange your plants: Moving plants can

cause forming buds to drop. If you want to rearrange them, do
it now.

WAP epi work
resumes for '93

The volunteer working
parties at the Wild Animal
Park (WAP) epi houses re-
sumed January 2.

The current project is
to inventory the epis in the
upper house which is not
open to the public. However,
due to rain on Jan. 2, the
group couldn’t start the inven-
tory and instead sorted more
than 200 cuttings for sale to
the park.

Repotting and invento-
rying the epis on display in
the lower house will continue
after the blooming season.

Working parties are
held every first and third Sat-
urday of each month. Usual
working hours are 8 or 9 a.m.
until 1 or 2 p.m. All SDES
members are welcome to help
out with the Wild Animal Park
epis. There's always some-
thing to do and it's a great
place to learn more about the
care and feeding of epis.

Volunteers are asked to
use the service entrance rath-
er than the main visitors en-
trance. Please bring your own
coffee or other beverage for
the mid-morning coffee break
and your own lunch.

For more information,
please call WAP Coordinator
Pat Barrett at 442-2404.
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A MESSAGE FROM MARGARET...

Happy New Year...and here’s hoping we all have a good, productive year!!

In the political arena, they say this is the "Year of the Woman." | guess SDES didn’t want to
be excluded. I certainly hope that cliché has a positive connotation and with your help we can make
it a reality. | have no plans to make any drastic changes in things we have always done...we just may
do it a little differently. | think the preceding Presidents and their Boards performed a wonderful job
of structuring the Society and the events in which we participate.

The members | have asked (and who have agreed) to help me this year are

Newsletter Editor: Patricia Neal

Refreshments: Nate and Dorothy Ogden

Wild Animal Park Coordinator: Pat Barrett
Hospitality: Marion and Mary Alice Buaas

Supply Table: George Plaisted

Raffle Table: Bob Miller

Cutting Table: Cy Hegerich

Introduction of Blooms: George French and Rick Latimer
Librarians: Jeanette Dutton and Donna Couchman
Awards Banquet: Pat Barrett

Historian: Jean Gray

Parliamentarian and Postal Liaison: Elizabeth Glover

We still need someone to coordinate "The Garden Caravan." If you have any good ideas that
would make an exceptional day for the members, please let me know. As you can see, it takes a lot
of willing members to make our organization run smoothly.

And PLEASE...if you have any constructive criticism, tell me and let's talk about it. The same
goes for complaints. I'd rather hear it from you than from the "grapevine."

Gus Schlapfer has told me of some of his plans for programs, and it looks as though we are
going to have some good ones. Marge’s plans for the Mother's Day Show are moving right along.
Having one successful show to her credit, | believe the second one will be even better (if that's
possible).

Remember we still want to have a personal touch with our members. One way to convey our
concern is through cards when a member is "under the weather." So we will need to know when this
occurs - this includes our many members who do not live in the immediate area. If you know when
this happens, please tell our Corresponding Secretary Cheri Dowell. You may call her at (619) 287-
5136, or write her at 5350 Wightman St., San Diego, CA 92105-3247.

In addition, beginning with the January meeting on the 13th, those who have signed up for the
Goodies List will be asked to help set up the refreshments, as well as clean up afterwards. Your help
will be much appreciated.

S'all for now...see you at the meeting on the second Wednesday in January.

Margaret Pethley
President, SDES
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Trophy named for George French

~continued from p. |

Animal Park (WAP) Epi House for 17 years.
Volunteer at the Sea World Epi Show and Sale
for four years. Volunteer at the Beauty and Beast
Epi Show and Sale at WAP for 14 years, as well
as helping put on the WAP Epi Show for 17
years. Displayed at the annual Mother’s Day
Show continuously for 21 years. Chairman of the
Mother's Day Show for eight years. And held
open houses and garden tours at his home many,
many times throughout the past 20 years.

“Now, all of the above would make this
man famous throughout San Diego County,"
Chuck continued. “But it doesn't stop there.
And why is that? Because the gentleman is
famous the world over for being one of the
foremost epiphyllum hybridizers of our time!"

By this time, everyone had guessed
George French. Still Chuck postponed the an-
nouncement. "Backing up that statement about
being famous worldwide, I'll just remind you of
a feature article in a past Wall Street Journal
entitled 'Lust in my heart for Jennifer Ann,’ an
article written by Allen Lacy about the famous epi
hybrid, Jennifer Ann. Other articles in magazines
such as Houseplants and Porch Gardens, Sunset, and
at least two books have featured this hybridizer’s
famous hybrids." .

Holding up a small magazine, Chuck
added, "I'd like to call your attention to a Decem-
ber 1992 German Cactus journal where a major
article on epiphyllums is presented. And what
flower do they put on the cover? Jennifer Ann.

"Jennifer Ann is but one of hundreds of
beautiful epi flowers this man has hybridized,
achieving worldwide recognition over the last 20
years.

"Our current Board of Directors and
officers thought it was time that we, as a club,
should honor him. How do you show this person
how much we appreciate and love him? Soon,

the answer became clear. A perpetual award in
our annual Mother’s Day Flower Show."

Chuck concluded, "I now ask this man,
whom we are honoring tonight as the San Diego
Epiphyllum Society’s person of the decade, to
unveil the trophy....the one and only George
French."

As George unveiled the new trophy -- a
large plaque with room for names for 36 years,
he was honored with a standing ovation.

George was given the trophy to display in
his home until it is awarded after the Mother’s
Day Show in May. "This is totally unexpected,"
George said. "It's a complete surprise."

Days later George commented that he was
still somewhat astonished by the recognition.
“That night | got up at 2:30 in the morning to go
look at it and make sure it was real. | was so
surprised at the dinner, I didn't know what to
say. | wish | had thought to mention the many
other people, like Penny Bunker, who have also
been with the Society since the beginning and
who have made valuable contributions them-
selves."

Welcome New Members

Hannie Berryhill
11259 Antilla Place
San Diego, CA 92126

Sharon L. Johnson
4759 Round Top Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90065

Kenneth Gardner Steven Nakamura
1737 Penasco Road P.O. Box 3232
Cajon, CA 92019-3706  La jolla, CA 92038

George B. Harr Becky Sempell
1701 Watson Way 2318 Punta Del Este
Vista, CA 92083 Hadenda Heights, CA 91745
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Note from the new editor

Just a brief note to introduce myself. As a
senior chief journalist in the U.S. Navy, I've had a little
experience in putting together newspapers and
magazines. In the 20 years I've been in the service,
I have worked in the public affairs field in Hawaii,
Guam, Florida and San Diego. Actually working on
newspapers is just a small part of what we do. We
also work with media, community relations, intemal
communications, tours, and press releases.

Originally I'm from South Dakota. My late
parents loved gardening and had hundreds of irises.
Being in the Navy doesn't always give me the chance
to garden, but I've gotten a little in here and there.
Right now I live in an apartment, so my balcony is
overflowing with plants, mostly epis.

If you have any ideas for Epi News, please let
me know. Any photos or articles would be most
welcome. You don't have to be a writer; just send me
the information. However, photographs are trickier.
They should be sharp and well lighted throughout the
photo. Color or black and white is acceptable.

Please feel free to call me at home evenings
or weekends at 565-0340 or write to me at 9082
Gramercy Dr., #137, San Diego, CA 92123.

Thanks,
Pat

TROPICAL
CACTUS

We're specialists in Flowering Jungle

Cacti—Epiphyllums/Rhipsalis/Hoyas +
Xmas/Easter Cacti. 200+ COLOR photos in
76-page 1993-94 plant/and cactus
bookshop catalogs. All for only $2.00. ($4.00
for foreign requests) Hurry! Order today:

RAINBOW GARDENS vaas/Masiercara weicome
1444 E. Taylor St EI T ——
Vista, CA 92084 17Ih year i Dusiness

’./ WE SPECIALIZE IN HARD \
TO FIND VARIETIES

GRAY/DAVIS EPIPHYLLUMS

\

SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG TO
PO. BOX 710443, SANTEE. CA 92072
MAIL ORDER ONLY

il

Teems of Tuterest

v Dick Chadwick, an SDES Honorary Life
member, entered the hospital January 4 for major
surgery. Cards may be sent to him at his home
address:

4747 Garfield Street

La Mesa, CA 91941-5405
v Gift shops at the San Diego Zoo and Wild
Animal Park are selling a hard cover address book
with an epi on the cover. The book features the
work of Southemn California artist Irina Gronborg.
Regularly priced at $17, it has been on sale for
$8.95. It is also available at The Museum Store in
Fashion Valley Mall at the regular price. A copy of
the address book has been donated to the raffle
table for the January meeting.
v Epiphyllums and Christmas cacti have
appeared in several recent gardening magazines. In
the January 1993 edition of Flower and Garden are
photos of the Epiphyllum "Fern la Borde" and the
Aporophyllum ‘Royale. Both photos are from
Rainbow Gardens.

In Fine Gardening January/February 1993 an
unnamed epi is pictured in the garden cf Hortense
Miller, Laguna Beach, CA.

And, the Winter 1992 edition of HousePlant
Magazine has a feature article on holiday cacti by
Larry Hodgson. The issue also pictures a Hylocereus
undatus in bud at Abbey Garden, Carpinteria, CA.
v Artwork on page one of Epi News of
Selenicereus grandifiorus courtesy of Dover Pictorial
Archive Series, The Cactus Coloring Book by Stefen
Bernath.

v Deadline for February edition of Epi News
is Monday, January 25.

v The next SDES Board meeting will be
Wednesday, January 27 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 105,
Casa del Prado, Balboa Park.

- Mar~Low f/;///mfe

Specidict in Epjhyllams
Marie K. Lower
(k) s50-9588

31527 Oukwiige Cresoent, 5 Abbolsford B.C V28545
or; Box 1940, Sumas, Wa. 98295
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