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An afternoon with...

Elizabeth Glover

Located on top of a hill overlooking the city of San
Diego and the Coronado Bridge, Elizabeth Glover's garden
in central San Diego reflects her extensive interest in
horticulture. Her home sits on a narrow lot that extends
almost as long as a city block. Her backyard is packed
with hundreds of plants - cacti, tillandsias, begonias,
orchids, geraniums, succulents, bougainvillea, wisteria,
irises — and approximately 1,000 epis.

'l probably got interested in epis about 1980 when
I started joining flower clubs," Elizabeth explained. "My
brother Wilbur and | went to the Mother's Day Show and
that's what got us started with epis."

Most of Elizabeth's epis are located towards the
back of her lot where they hang from steel cable tethered
to trees and redwood posts. "We used to be meticulous
about having them all in alphabetical order, but last winter
the wind pushed some cable over and we had to take the
pots off to put the cable back up. 1 don't know if we got
them back up in order.

‘I really don't care about the names," she added.
In fact, Elizabeth is not one to throw out an ‘unk." She
has several rows of them all hanging together and all kept
simply for their beautiful blooms.

Although her brother Wilbur lives in Lake Wales,
Florida, he, too, is a member of SDES and visits Elizabeth

every year. "Wilbur really takes care of them. Wilbur's a -

big help; I couldn't do it without him. Everything in the
yard gets watered once a week; that's it. If plants don't
last on watering once a week, we don't baby them. [ used
to fertilize more than | do now; the yard used to come
first, but now fun does. We like to go sightseeing and
take trips and we're involved in organ and flower clubs."

The first indication of Elizabeth’s -- and Wilbur’s -
green thumbs is the gorgeous magenta bougainvillea that
has formed a canopy over her front door. The plant was
there when Elizabeth bought the house 16 years ago and
they have trained and pruned it to its present shape.

The backyard, however, is where Elizabeth's love

of plants is evident. Immediately outside the back door is
a concrete patio where her begonia collection is kept.
Here also is her tillandsias hanging next to her Empress
epi. A large Creme de Menthe epi sits in a wooden box
planter in the comer.

Just beyond a small outdoors entertainment-
storage building and a planting work area, stretches the
garden. Throughout the garden, nearly 1,000 feet of
narrow cement block paths meander downhill and back and
forth across the width of the yard. "When 1 first moved in
the clay dirt would get very slippery after a rain. So
Wilbur put in concrete blocks for paths which took almost
eight years to complete. It's a bit of an obstacle course
though with hoses all over."

"Walls" of geraniums surround the garden. Pink,
white, lavender and red hybrid geraniums were planted
several years ago along fences and buildings. Since it
doesn't freeze in her garden, these geraniums have
flourished and climbed upwards creating solid walls of
blossoms that reach eight feet high in some areas.

The central part of Elizabeth’s garden is dominated
by cacti and succulents, as well as a lemon tree, a couple
small lath houses filled with orchids and one with "unk’
epis. The back section has more of a wild feel as paths
lead you under pine trees and through the rows and rows
of hanging epis. The ground is covered with pine needles
which makes the epis more prominent with no competing
plants to distract the eye. The multiple rows and narrow,
twisting paths make the back section an epi fantasyland.

“We got all our cuttings through the club -- from
the cutting table, the raffle table or swapping with other
members. Gene Lund used to have demonstrations at his
house every Saturday and we got a lot of cuttings there.'

With all her gorgeous epis, Elizabeth doesn't have
any favorites. Wilbur, however, favors Radiant Fire.
Elizabeth doesn't enter blooms or arrangements in the
annual Mother’s Day Show. "I'm not creative," Elizabeth

continued on page 5
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May meeting to feature mini-show

The monthly SDES meeting on May 12 will feature
a mini-show. Everyone is asked to bring in blooms to dis-
play. Upcoming meetings:

In June Gus Sch-
lapfer will give a slide pre-
sentation on the Wild
Animal Park epi houses. 7
1993 marks the tenth ;
anniversary of the display
house grand opening.

In July scheduled guest speakers are hummingbird
experts, Esther and Robert Tyrrell. The Tyrrells are the
world's foremost authorities on hummingbirds and have
recently presented their slide program at the Smithsonian
in Washington, D.C., as well as in New York City, Boston,
Philadelphia, Dallas and Houston. In addition, they have
published three books of their hummingbird photographs -
- Hummingbirds of the Caribbean, Hummingbirds: Their Life
and Behavior and Hummingbirds: Jewels in the Sky.

At the July 14 SDES meeting the Tyrrells will
present 'Hummingbirds: Jewels of the Jungle' which
features more than 100 stunning high-speed color slides of
hummingbirds of the New World. Sixteen hummingbird
species will be shown, including the tiny Cuban Bee
Hummingbird, the world's smallest bird, and the sparkling
Blue-Headed Hummingbird of Martinique, believed to be on
the verge of extinction. The long-tailed Jamaican Streamer-
tails will also be represented, as well as several spectacular
members of the Emerald family.

A comprehensive study of the hummingbird's
anatomy will be presented as well as a discussion of the
structure of the bird's glittering plumage. Other areas that
will be covered include their "helicopter” flight capabilities,
what they eat, how they guard their territories and mating
and nesting habits. Field markings of both Caribbean and
North American species will be fully explained. The hum-
mingbird's role in Caribbean
folklore is also covered, as
well as the part it played in
feather fashions.

After their presen-
tation, the Tyrrells will sell
and autograph copies of their
books.

GOODIES LIST

April Meeting

The epi blooming
season is in full swing as
members brought in three

Pollinating topic for May

The topic for the May workshop is
"Cross-pollinating your epis for fun."

The 20-minute workshop is open to all
members and guests. The group meets at 7
p.m. prior to the monthly meeting.
workshop is held in Rm. 104 which is directly
across the courtyard from Rm. 101.

tablesful of epi blooms for the April meeting.

Gus Schlapfer, first vice president, filled in for
President Margaret Pethley who was on vacation. The
following items were covered in the business meeting:

Marge Schlapfer gave an update on plans for the
Mother’s Day Show. If possible, please write out a copy of
the nursery rhyme you're using for your floral theme
arrangement. The society's stage display will be "Mary,
Mary, Quite Contrary" and a variety of potted foliage plants
are needed for the background. All volunteers working at
the show are asked to bring a food dish to contribute to
the potluck. [n addition, everyone who took cuttings home
to pot after last year’s show are asked to bring them in for
the sale.

WAP coordinator Pat Barrett reported that approxi-
mately 25 members from the Poway Garden Club toured
the epi houses at the Wild Animal Park April 14. Pat and
Marge hosted the group which made a donation to SDES.

David Graham reported that the Price Club sells
four-function cash registers at $129.95 each while the
Home Club sells two-function registers for the same price.
Members decided to go with the four-function cash
registers.

Old scrapbooks covering the history of SDES have
been located. They are in our library for members to look
at,

Plans are being made for the annual spring garden
caravan. Gray/Davis Epiphyllums has offered their place for
a BBQ lunch on May 23. The caravan will start at 9 a.m.
with coffee and donuts at Gus and Marge Schlapfers’ home,
followed by a stop at Rick Latimer's and then on to
Gray/Davis. Please see article on page three.

David Graham volunteered to give grafting demon-
strations in Room 102 during the Mothers’ Day Show. We
would also like volunteers to demonstrate how to pot cut-
tings during the day. Demonstrations will be at set times
and will be announced over a
PA system. David said he will
donate the grafts he demon-
strates as raffle prizes after
the demonstrations.

Following the busi-
ness meeting, Chuck Everson
of Rainbow Gardens, showed
dozens of slides of the 1992
blooming season. Included in
his presentation were 27
slides of antique epis taken in
the 1940's and 1950's. Many
older epis are still available.

The




May 1993

Page 3

Spring caravan planned May 23

The annual SDES spring caravan will be held
Sunday, May 23 this year and will include stops at
three places.

The caravan will begin at 9 a.m. at Gus and
Marge Schlapfer's house at 6862 Rosefield Streetin La
Mesa, Coffee and rolls will be served. Following a
look at the Schlapfer's garden, we'll caravan over to
the home of Rick Latimer who also lives in La Mesa at
5990 Lake Murray Blvd. where we’ll spend another
hour or so touring his garden.

About 11:30 or noon, we'll head out to

Yo ¢s the Time

v’ Cross-pollinate as soon as blooms open.
vRemove spent and wilted blooms by
cutting about 1/2 inch from the base of the
flower, using a sharp knife or pruning shears.
Use this method when cutting flowers for
display.

+’Continue good grooming of mature plants
by pruning branches that are no longer
productive, i.e., branches on which many
areolas are callused and scarred from
previous blooms. These branches can be
used to start new plants.

Protect foliage from hot summer sun.
Keep plants in filtered sunlight.

v"Water regularly. Keep moist, but not
soaking wet. As the weather gets warmer
and drier, you may need to water or mist
more often.

v’Repot last year's cuttings that have
outgrown their containers.

v’Compare blooms with descriptions in ESA
Directory. Only those matching the
description exactly are correctly named. Do
not share cuttings from plants that are
incorrectly named. Change their name tags
to read "UNK" for unknown.

v'Keep an eye out for those ever-present

pests.

Gray/Davis Epiphyllums in Santee. Owners Jean Gray
and Michele Davis will show us around their nursery.
They will also host a barbeque for our group.

Registration for the caravan is required and it
is limited to the first 30 people who sign up. The
price is $2.00 per person.

To sign up see Gus at the May 12 meeting or
call him at 469-3626. Deadline for registration is
Wednesday, May 19. Gus will have maps available. If
you can't make one of the first two stops, you can
meet the caravan later.

SDES shows/sells at WAP

On May 1 and 2, SDES members again dis-
played epi blooms and sold cuttings at the Wild
Animal Park. The timing was perfect as there were
dozens of blooms in the epi display house.

Displaying blooms were George and Madeline
French, Nate and Dorothy Ogden, Rick Latimer, Gus
and Marge Schlapfer, Gray/Davis Epiphyllums and
Rainbow Gardens.

Things were a little slow on Saturday, proba-
bly due to the many events happening around the
county that day. However, we managed to take in
about $400. Sunday's activity was unknown at Epi
News print time.

If you haven't had a chance to go through the
epi house, now is the time. All the pots have promi-
nent name tags, easily readable from the paths. On
Saturday, Jean Gray, Michele Davis and Linda Hammer
checked each blooming plant against the ESA directo-
ry. Some are mislabled. As you walk through you'll
be able to tell which ones are wrong - the wrong
ones have a yellow ribbon tied on them, while the
right ones have pink ribbons.

TROPICAL
CACTUS

We're specialists in Flowering Jungle

" Cacti—Epiphyllums /Rhipsalis/Hoyas +
Xmas/Easter Cacti. 200+ COLOR photos in
76-page 1993-94 plant/and cactus
bookshop catalogs. All for only $2.00. ($4.00
for foreign requests) Hurry! Order today:
RAINBOW GARDENS vas/Masiwcaa wecome

1444 E. Taylor StL We 30 wondwide
Vista. CA 92084 ° 17 yaar i Business
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San Diego Botanical Garden Foundation, Inc.
Casa del Prado, Balboa Park

May 9 S.D. Epiphyllum Society 23rd Mother's Day Show Sun 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

May 15-16 S.D. Geranium Society 21st Annual Show Sat 12-5 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

May 22-23 Balboa Park Bromeliad Study Group Show Sat 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Sun 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

June 5-6 S.D. Cactus & Succulent 25th Show Sat 1-5 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

June 5-6 S.D. Rose Society 66th Annual Show Sat 2-6 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
(Federal Bldg., Balboa Park)

June 13 Southwest Hemerocallis Society 20th Show Sun 12-5 p.m.

June 19-20 S.D. Fuchsia & Shade Plant Show Sat 12-5 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

June 26-27 S.D. Bromeliad Society 19th Show Sat 1-4:30 p.m. Sun 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

July 11 $.D. Dahlia Society Specimen Show Sun 1-4:30 p.m.

July 24-25 §.D. Co. Orchid Soc. 7th Summer Show  Sat 12-4:30 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Aug. 7-8 S.D. Co. Dahlia Society Show Sat 2-5 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Aug. 21-22 S.D. Fern Society 15th Show Sat 1-5 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-5 p.m. .

Aug. 28-29 S.D. Turtle & Tortoise Society 19th Show Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-5 p.m. |

Sep. 1819 Heartland African Violet 4th Fall Show Sat 1-5 p.m. Sun 10-4:30 p.m. |

Sep. 25-26 S.D. Bonsai Club Fall Show Sat 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-5 p.m. i

Oct. 1617 Ballboa Park African Violet Soc. Fall Show Sat 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-4 p.m. '.

Oct. 23-24 S.D. Orchid Society Fall "Mini" Show Sat 12-5 p.m. Sun 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. ‘

Oct. 30-31 Painter Craft 2nd Show Sat 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  Sun 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. ;

Nov. 6-7 S.D. Tropical Fish Soc. 36th Show Sat 12-6 p.m. Sun 9 a.m.-4 p.m. I

Nov. 21 Sumi-e Painting & Ikebana 18th Annual Show Sun 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Dec. 3-4 S.D. Floral Assoc. Christmas Show Fri 59 p.m.

(Christmas on the Prado) Sat 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
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Elizabeth Glover...

continued from page one...

said, "but early on Mother's Day we go out and cut all the
blossoms so they can be used at the show. We also
donate up to 800 cuttings for the sale every year." On
Mother's Day this year you'll find Elizabeth and Wilbur as
‘plant sitters,’ keeping an eye on visitors’ newly-purchased
cuttings while they go to the show.

Elizabeth became an SDES Honorary Life Member
a couple years ago when the society presented her with a
crystal vase that has her initials engraved on it. An active
member, Elizabeth has helped SDES in many areas. She
served on the committee that formulated our current by-
laws, on the officers’ nominating committee, as coordinator
for annual WAP picnics and as one of the volunteers who
helped build the current WAP epi display house. Today
she serves as Parliamentarian ensuring the president
follows Robert's Rules and as Postal Liaison.

A few years ago when the society incorporated, it
became eligible for discount rates on mailing the newslet-
ter. For a while, no one wanted to take the time to do the
necessary sorting that the post office requires for the
discount. However, Elizabeth volunteered and every month
ensures the newsletters are folded, addressed and taped
according to postal regulations. She then sorts them by
zip code, assembling them in packets with applicable
stickers, and takes them to the main post office on Midway
for mailing. Due to her efforts, the organized mail-outs
not only ensures the newsletter is delivered faster, but she
also saves the society approximately $60 a month in postal
fees.

Elizabeth has had a lot of experience with newslet-
ters; she edited the San Diego Floral Association's California
Garden Magazine for five years. Although it's been a couple
of years since she was the editor, many people still talk
about the excellent work she did with the publication.

In addition to SDES, Elizabeth is an honorary life
member of the S.D. Floral Association and the National
Begonia club. She is also a member of several garden
clubs — femns, cacti and succulents, geraniums, rare fruit
growers, and fuchsias.

Over the years Elizabeth has had several garden
groups tour her yard including SDES and ESA. However,
one year a woman fell. "We don't invite groups in any-
more; the paths are just too treacherous.”

Originally from New Jersey, Elizabeth comes from
a family of seven children. She taught third grade for three
years before joining the Navy in 1945. Following training
at Hunter College, she was first assigned to San Francisco
where she worked as a mailman and then went into the
communications field and became a radioman. She
advanced to chief petty officer before she was commis-

sioned an officer.

During her 30 year naval career she was assigned
to Boston, Japan and Europe where she served as the
communications officer for several NATO exercises in the
Mediterranean. “The first time | was assigned there,
people were shocked because there had never been a
woman there. | was only a lieutenant commander, but
they treated me like an admiral. But it was interesting; |
enjoyed working there.’

When Elizabeth retired from the Navy as a com-
mander, she checked out Florida and Arizona, but sertled
on San Diego for her retirement home. “An agent took us
around San Diego, but | didn't see anything | liked. Then
late one afternoon my sister Doris and | came up here,
She had friends living in what is now my house and the
house across the street was for sale. After looking at the
view of the city, Doris said if | didn't buy it, she would.
Once her friends leamed | was willing to pay cash though,
they decided overnight to sell their house. In the end, |
bought this house and Doris bought the one across the
street.’

Through the years, Elizabeth's garden has grown
and changed reflecting her growing interest in plants.
While it took several years to complete some of the pro-
jects, Elizabeth is like gardeners everywhere in that her
garden is never finished. ‘It's fun to leam about plants."
she said. ‘I like going to the club; it's a nice group of
friendly people.”

] -

Concrete block paths meander through the rows of epis in Elizabeth’s garden.
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The Madl Bay

Many garden hobbyists, who have been interested in the
cultivation of ancient roses, have seen them suddenly
disappear, never to be found again. Do we want this to
happen to our older epi cultivars?

We must consider the fact that all of the beautiful epi
cultivars created by Curt Knebel, a part of which were
destroyed by frost at the end of the Second World War,
may become fewer each year and will gradually disappear.
We cannot let this happen.

In his book Phyllocacteen, Curt Knebel presented and
described 200 cultivars. During the last years, | have done
my best to make an inventory of the larger collections of
epicacti in Europe and the United States and to list the
Knebel hybrids. | am not sure that this project will ever be
finished, but | will keep on with my research for the
missing Knebel cultivars. Perhaps, somewhere, there is a
collector whom | have not heard from who can help me.

It is wonderful to know that 123 Knebel cultivars are still
available and the ‘Berggarten’ in Hannover has 100 of
them. The validity of each cultivar still has to be checked
but that work has begun.

All of you who would be interested in supporting and
encouraging the preservation of the Knebel hybrids and the
establishment of a “Type Collection of Knebel Hybrids" are
invited to write to me with your ideas.

Kurt Petersen

Klosterkamp 30

D 2860 Osterholz-Scharmbeck

Germany
Editor’s Note: For newer members who may be unfamiliar with Curt Knebel, he
was born in 1871 at Erlau in Saxony. When he was young he trained and
worked at some of the best known nurseries of the time. After his training ended
he became a collaborator at the great Royal Garden in Dresden. In 1894 he
returned to Erlau to begin his own nursery and became interested in epicacti
after a friend gave him some plants. Before World War Il, Werner Englebrecht
visited Knebel who gave him a manuscript that contained most of what he
wanted to be remembered about his work. To this. Engelbrecht added extracts
Jrom their conversations and correspondence and published a book in 1949 with
Abbey Gardens Press. Pasadena. Many of Knebel's hybrids are still in cultivation
such as Stern von Erlau. Ce Ka. Dr. von Roeder. Walkure and Camillo Schneider.

/' WE SPECIALIZE IN HARD -
TO FIND VARIETIES

GRAY/DAVIS EPIPHYLLUMS

SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG TO

PO. BOX 710443, SANTEE. CA 92072
MAIL ORDER ONLY

/g

Dear Editor,

Our Society received your complimentary copy of your
March 1993 newsletter and we were happy to read about
your plans. We have a good many members within our
club who are solely interested in growing epis and your
contact with us will make them very happy.

We do not have a monthly newsletter so cannot
publicize your May 9th Mother Goose Epi Parade, but will
announce it at the March and April meetings. Our mem-
bers are always eager to learn about what other clubs are
doing. One may never know, perhaps one or more of our
members will be visiting your way and may wish to attend!

Our core epi lovers are presenting our 2nd Annual
Mother's Day Epiphyllum Show and Sale and it happens to
be one day before your big event. | am sure that ours will
not be as big as yours, but we do try and present a good
showing to our community. Last year we were successful
financially and otherwise and under the Show Chairman
Carol Masters, we are hopeful to duplicate our success!
This year we are adding Rhipsalis to our Introductory Sheet
information list. 1 am sending you our Introductory Sheet
#14 that Carol Masters compiled last year. (I believe that
there are some changes and corrections for this year.) If
any of your members would like a copy, please write and
we would be happy to send it along. (I believe the cost is
$3 for non-members.)

Happy growing to all! Best regards,

Vye V. Graves

Vice President, Education and Programs
Victoria Cactus and Succulent Society
6258 Marie Meadows

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Larry Baker
1227 S. Center St.
Redlands, CA 92373

Caren Montgomery
3109 Ivy Street
San Diego, CA 92104-5641

Phil Peck
P.O. Box 1191
Bonita. CA 91908

Gloria H. Rogers
3890 Shirlene PI.
La Mesa, CA 91941
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May is Asian-Pacific Heritage Month.
Following are some epis that reflect Asian-Pacific influence.

Aloha Heng Keng Oriental Night
Bali Honolulu Criental Pearl
Bali Belle Honelulu Mocn Qriental Spring
Bali Hi - Hula Pacific Isle
Banzai Hula Dancer Pacific Paradise
Batoan Hule Meon Pacific Sunrise
Bengal Tiger Kahili Pacific Sunset
Bombay Baby Kailua Pacifica
Calcutta Kamehameha Pagoda
Cambodia Kaui Pagoda Bell
Ceylon Killemanjaro Persia

Cherry Blossom King of Siam Persian Beauty
China Koko Head Persian Garden
China Bowl Kon Tiki Persian Prince
China City Kona Persian Rose
China Doll Kona Kope Persian Tiger
China Girl Kyoko Pink Pagoda
China Maid Kyoto Queen Liliuckalani
China Sea Kona Coast Rejch
Chinatown Li-Hung-Shan Rangoon
Chinese Autumn Lotus Queen Saigon
Chinese Orange Luau Saigon Doll
Chun Chu Mad. Butterfly Sakurahime
Chun Kloo Mad. Chiang Kai-Shek Samoa

Chun Ming Maharajah Samuri

Chun Yu Maharanee Sandalwood
Dr. Anthony Tran Mahatma Sarong

Easter Island Malaya Siamese Dancer
Eastern Monarch Mandarin Singapore
Eastern Princess Mandarin Lady South Pacific -
Eniwetok Mandarin Princess South Seas
Futon Manoa Star of India
Golden Lotus Maori Star of Persia
Golden Pagoda Maori Queen Sumatra
Golden Temple Maui Sweet Leilani
Goldfish Mem-Sahib Shanghai Lil
Haleakala Mikado Tahiti

Hanalei Ming Dynasty Tahitian Night
Hawaii Ming Gold Tahitian Prince
Hawaiian Bells Molokai Taj Mahal
Hawaiian Holiday Monsoon Temple Bells
Hawaiian Moon Crient Temple Gold
Hewaiian Sunrise Oriental Tiki Torch
Hawaiian Sunset Oriental Beauty Tokyo Bell
Hilo Criental Charm Typhoon

Hilo Hatti Criental Dancer Waimea
Himalaya Criental Influence Water Lily
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