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Holiday cacti easy to grow

With the holiday season rapidly approaching,
now is the time to look at providing your Christmas
and Thanksgiving cacti with the best conditions to
promote bloom for the holidays.

Schlumbergera, the botanical name for Christ-
mas cacti, are basically two kinds: Christmas cactus
or Schlumbergera bridgeii, and Thanksgiving cactus or
Schlumbergera truncate. (You'll find both still re-
ferred to by their former name, Zygocactus. Easter
cacti are classified as Rhipsalidopsis gaertneri and
bloom in spring.)

S. bridgeii is the original Christmas cactus -
the one you remember your grandqmother or mother
growing when you were a child. It blooms close
to the end of the year which / makes it less

likely to be found in garden '
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Thanksgiuing Cactus

holidays. It has scalloped segments that are slightly
wavy. [ts flower is a bright magenta pink.
Thanksgiving cacti, on the other hand, has
segments with sharp "teeth" along the edges. It's
often called the "crab-claw” cactus and is the one
you'll find in the stores labelled "Christmas cacti."
Since both Christmas and Thanksgiving cacti
have the same cultural requirements and bloom
approximately the same time of year, it's easier to
refer to them as "holiday cactus." They have been
hybridized to produce a variety of colors - red,
purple, pink, lavender, white, orange, yellow, magen-
ta, and bi-colors. Today's hybrid flowers are often
larger and longer-lasting than older plants. Hybridiz-
ing has also produced a number of varieties that
bloom at differing times. Some new hybrids will
bloom repeatedly all winter, as well as into summer

and fall. You could have holiday cacti bloom-
\, ing for more than six months out of every

year.
To care for your holiday cacti

"\\ﬂk and to successfully bloom them, most
, “how-to" books and articles ask you to
picture these epiphytic cactiin their original
environment -- the Brazilian jungle. There they
grew in moderate shade and relatively high humidity.
Of course, their original environment is in the South-
ern Hemisphere where their natural blooming season
is May, June and July - just the opposite of our
Northern Hemisphere blooming season.
To get them to bloom, remember two
key items about nights: long, dark
nights and cool nights.
Bud development begins in autumn
when days begin to shorten and the
nights lengthen.

continued on page 5
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Mother’s Day slides shown in September

The program for the September 8 SDES
meeting will focus on our enormously successful
Mother's Day Show and Spring Caravan. Jean
Gray of Gray/Davis
Epiphyllums has put

together a slide pre- GOODIES LIST
sentation with slides Win Gallagher
Sako Hook
taken.by herself, Judy Sezy Elli
Francis, Chuck Ever- Liz Koch
son and German pho- Dorothy Young
Jeanne Roth
tographer, Holger Jeanette Dutton
Leue, whose photo-
graphs have been

published in the book, Epiphyllums.

Included in the presentation will be shots
of each of the entries on the People’s Choice
table, the various tables and displays, setting up
for the show, this year's judges and the crowds
of people who attended. And of course, there
will be lots of photos of SDES members!

August Meeting

At the August 11 business meeting, awards
and installation dinner coordinator, Pat Barrett,
announced that tickets for the dinner will go on sale
in October. The dinner will be held Thursday, Decem-
ber 2 at Tom Ham's Lighthouse, Harbor Island.
Tickets will be $10 per member and $20 for non-
member guests. (To qualify for member rates, indi-
viduals must become members prior to October 1.)

Pat announced that due to the Labor Day
weekend falling on the first
weekend of September,
Wild Animal Park working
parties will be rescheduled
from the first and third
Saturdays of the month to
the second and fourth
(September 11 and 25).

In addition, Pat re-
ported that the Wild Ani-
mal Park's annual October
Beauty and the Beast Show
has had a name change. It
is now called the Fall Gar-
den Festival.

guests.

minutes.

Transplanting next topic

How to transplant your epis will be
the topic at the September 8 workshop.
Held by Don Francis every month, the at
workshop is open to all members and
It is held in Rm. 101, across the  and
courtyard from where we hold our
meetings. It begins at 7 p.m. and lasts 20

The par  —

plans to reshape the annual event into a more exter
sive plant show and sale. Please see article on page
3.

Dick Chadwick explained that the order of
Liquinox that he was expecting was accidentally
cancelled due to "Too many hands stirring the pot."
He said he will try again in October with an order of
Bloom.

It's that time of year again - nominations for
positions opening up for officers and board members.
The nominating committee is made up of two board
members/officers and three members from the general
membership. On the committee this year are Gus
Schlapfer, first vice president, and Jeannette Dutton,
director. Volunteering from the general membership:
Phil Peck, Donna Couchman and Jeanne Roth. If you
are interested in volunteering for a position, please
call Gus Schlapfer at 469-3626. Voting will be held at
the November 10 meeting. A ballot form for mem-
bers who live outside the immediate area will be
published in the October Epi News.

President Margaret Pethley announced that
EpiCon IV will be hosted by SDES sometime in 1994.
Anyone who has suggestions or ideas for the epi
conference is asked to contact Pat Neal who w
collect all suggestions. Please see article on page 7.

Reflecting the off-season for blooms, only a
few flowers were brought to the meeting. They
included Dark Star, Harold Knebel, a variegated Gaia,
Hawaiian Bells, French Vanilla, and a lovely variegated
bloom from a Madeline x Sundance cross made by
George French. In addition, a Red Buttons (or Dap-
pled Gray) hoya was displayed.

SDES member,
Dorothy Friedman was
guest speaker at the meet-
ing. She gave a slide pre-
sentation on naming epis
and featured slides taken
Beahms' nursery in
1968, Cactus Pete'sin 1976
recent slides from
Gray/Davis Epiphyllums,
George French's, Hurst's
nursery, Rainbow Gardens,
Wressey Cocke's and the
Friedman's.




September 1993

Page 3

SDES prepares for WAP garden day;

The San Diego Epiphyllum Society will
play a big part in the Wild Animal Park’s Fall
Garden Celebration (formerly called the Beauty
and the Beast Show) on Saturday and Sunday,
October 9-10.

The park plans a weekend gala featuring
plant demonstrations, tours and plant sales.
Guided tours of the Wild Animal Park’s specialty
gardens will provide in-depth information on the
vast array of plants that can survive and flourish
in Southern California. Visitors will be able to
visit the park’s collection of fuchsias, herbs,
proteas, conifers and epis. In addition, several
plant and garden clubs will set up displays.

A big drawing card to this year's event
will be a huge sale of exotic plants. Sale items
will include epis, herbs, proteas, ferns, thorn
acacias, aquatic plants and more. Horticultural
experts will be on hand to give tips on the care
of the plants.

SDES WAP coordinator, Pat Barrett, re-
ports that while the event is still in the planning
stage, SDES’ participation plans in the celebration
are coming together. At the epi house, Pat says
we will have volunteers available to answer
questions and show visitors around the epi
house. "We'll have two people at a time up at
the house to answer questions and we'll have a
table there with literature available. We'll plan
tour times for 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on Saturday
and on Sunday.

"We'll have seven tables for SDES under
the covered walk in the main section of the park.
We'll include a display for species, as well as for
epis. We'll have printed literature to hand out,
plants and cuttings for sale, and photos on
display, since it's not the blooming season.
George French is going to give grafting demon-
strations at 2 p.m. each day in the main area of
the park."

WAP held a planning potluck luncheon on
August 26 for the various garden volunteers.
Attending from SDES were Pat, Bob and Dot

Miller and George and Madeline French. At the
meeting, WAP officials outlined what they have
planned for the weekend. Pat said the potluck
was "very, very successful. They're still firming
up the details, and we’ll have more information
as we get closer to the event."

For the convenience of customers, the
park plans to have wheelbarrows and trucks to
shuttle plants from the sale area to the parking
lot. Demonstrations will include mounting
staghorn ferns, pruning, organic gardening, and
irrigating. Like the Zoo's Garden Celebration
Days in March, there will be a free poster avail-
able. Sales will include not only plants, but also
items made from plants or for gardening such as
grapevine wreaths and pottery. Businesses
selling in the park are required to share profits
with WAP on a percentage basis; however, orga-
nizations such as ours can make donations rather
than on a set percentage basis.

If you would like to help out at the SDES
display, please call Pat at 442-2404.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Robert Bledsoe
4951 Roscrea Ave.
San Diego, CA 92117

BiGwei Burns
841 N. Cedar St.
Escondido, CA 92026

Samuel Eade
7960 New Salem St.
San Diego, CA 92126

Beverly Johnson
2001 Pacific Ave.
Burbank, CA 91505

Lucy Levesque
4350 La Portalada Dr.
Carlsbad, CA 92008

Lorraine Fiori Wolf
750 Balboa Ave.
Coronado, CA 92118
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v’Maintain good grooming by eliminating
unsightly and non-productive branches. This
directs the plant's energy into the healthier
branches which will produce stronger blooms
next spring.

v’Protect plants from excessive direct
sunlight. Although the end of summer is in
sight, in Southern California we can still
anticipate some very hot days.

+Prevent soil from drying out. However,
keep an eye on the humidity. Even though
it may be very hot, too much watering
during humid weather can contribute to root
rot. Make sure there is air circulation
around your pots.

+’Protect new growth from wind damage.
Hot, dry Santa Ana winds blow in September.
Keep an eye on your plants during these
days.

+’Protect apples (seed pods) from birds and
rodents.

+’Give plants final feeding of a balanced
fertilizer for the fall growing season.
v'Mist or hose down branches to clean off
dirt and pollutants.

vSome die-back is natural in epis and fall is
a season you'll see this along with some new
growth.

+/Many species plants bud and bloom now.
Remember to give them some fertilizer and
don't move plants that are budding.
v'Watch for pests. Late summer and early
fall is an active time for snails. During dry
weather, snails and slugs are drawn to moist,
potted plants.

George French is reducing his epi
plant collection at low prices.
Call 223-8258.

Ttems of Tnterest

+/In last month's Epi News, | quoted Chuck
Everson as saying Rainbow Gardens offers
300 hoyas. The correct figure is 30. They
do have 300 different varieties, but only 30
are currently being offered for sale.
Rainbow Gardens is open to customers year
round. In April and May, they are open
Tuesdays through Saturdays and visitors
can stop by between 9:30 a.m. and 4 p.m.
During June through March, please call
them in advance to ensure they will be
available.

¥ We have large named epis for sale at our
epi house at the Wild Animal Park. Recent
inventories showed that we have three or
more plants of several varieties. They are
for sale at $7.50-$10 each. If you are
interested, please stop by the upper house
while we have our work parties on
Saturdays, September 11 and 25 between
8 am. and 1 p.m. In addition, we have
used, large clay pots for sale at $3 each.

¢/The Tenth Succulent Plants Symposium
will be held at Huntington Botanical
Gardens, San Marino, on September 18.
There will be nine speakers, plus tours and
plant sales. Deadline for registration is
September 6. Cost is $60 for the
symposium and $20 for a barbecue and
Special Anniversary Drawing. Call (818)
405-0225,

+/SDES member, Rose Martinez, had major
surgery August 1, She is home and doing
well.

+/Next board meeting is September 22,

’Deadline for Epi News is September 27.
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Holiday cacti...

continued from page 1
The longer nights are especially important, as

the plants need virtually total darkness. This is
probably the most common reason holiday cacti fail
to bloom. If they are in a room that is used at night,
the artificial lighting will seriously hinder bud devel-
opment. During the bud formation stage, keep your
plants in an unused room or in a corner of the yard
or porch where no outside lights reach them. Typi-
cally this bud-setting stage takes about three weeks,
but having a light on for a few hours just once during
this crucial period can decrease or prevent blooms.
After buds have set, however, day length doesn't
affect their remaining development.

The other key element is cooler temperatures.
Night time temperatures of 50° to 55°F are best for
inducing bud formation, although 60°F has proven
acceptable. For most areas, simply leaving the plants
outdoors during autumn is ideal. While holiday cacti
seem able to tolerate a slight frost, it's best to take
them indoors when temperatures are likely to fall
below 50°F. Here in California you can leave them
out all year. But if you do want them indoors to
enjoy their blooms, at least leave them outdoors till
they set buds.

While these two conditions are ideal for
flowering, it doesn't mean you won't get any blooms
if you can't supply both. Thanksgiving cacti can
bloom with warmer temperatures providing they have
the short day period. Christmas cacti, on the other
hand, often fail to flower if kept too warm.

Drier growing conditions just prior to bud
formation has long been believed to induce buds,
although recently more growers have come to feel
this is not as important as once believed. Some
growers believe drying plants out can decrease the
number of buds per plant. In fact, Christmas cacti are
said to flower more prodigiously within a mile of the
coast where cooler temperatures and moister air are
found.

Cutting back on watering at this time with no
fertilizing is fine, but don't let the plant completely
dry out. When buds begin to swell, you can increase
watering.

As buds enlarge, they will begin to show color
and become long and pointed. Flowering occurs in
eight to ten weeks after bud development. You can

bridgeii

Schlumbergera
truncata

(Thanksgiving)

Rhipsalidopsis
gaertneri
(Easter)

delay or hasten flower development by adjusting
temperatures or lighting. If you want to delay
flowering, keep the plant in a cool, shady spot which

slows bud maturation. If you want to speed up
continued on page 6
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Holiday cacti...

continued from page 5
flowering, place it in a warm, bright location.

Temperature also affects the colors of the
blooms, as SDES Honorary Life member Helen Bark-
doll reported in the November 1991 issue of Epi News.
Cooler temperatures will add a pink tinge to yellows
and whites, but flowers will be bigger unless it gets
too cold. This tinge disappears when kept above 70°
after the buds develop. Cold, on the other hand,
intensifies the pink colors in other varieties.

As a general rule, Helen explained, the lighter
the color, the more sensitive it is to changes in
temperature. Lighter colored flowers perform better
in the house. Deeper pigmented blossoms don't
suffer color changes along with temperature changes
and are better suited to remaining outdoors in
Southern California. Helen recommended Snowfire as
the white least sensitive to cold, saying that it seldom
turns pink when the thermometer dips below 50°F.

Yellows are more golden with warmer temper-
atures. For instance, Gold Charm will be a deep
golden yellow when grown indoors. Outdoors it's
more of a creamy yellow with pink or orange over-
cast.

A common complaint is of bud drop. Several
things can cause bud drop. For instance, moving
plants during the crucial first weeks of bud develop-
ment is probably the most common cause. Over or
under watering, as well as cold drafts, will cause bud
drop also. A too sudden change in temperature can
cause buds to drop, especially smaller ones.

Plants grown outdoors during the fall season
seem to be less susceptible to bud drop. In addition,
plants that have been well-watered and fed through-
out the year are less likely to suffer bud drop.

An oft-repeated "tip" in growing houseplants
is giving them a quarter turn every week. Resist the
urge to do this with your holiday cacti during this
time of year. Buds naturally grow towards the light.
When you turn the plant, buds may loosen as they
bend back towards the light.

Holiday cacti are epiphytic and do best in a
loose soil mix. Like epis, their roots will suffocate in
heavy, sticky soils. A well-drained, well-aerated mix
such as 60 percent peat moss and 40 percent perlite
works well. Do not use commercial cactus mixes that
have added lime, or any mix rich in mineral salts.

Holiday cacti prefer at least 75 percent shade
- no direct mid-day sun. Too much light can cause
stunted growth and yellowed foliage. If your plants
are kept in the house, east and west windows are
fine.

In Southern California holiday cacti can be left
outdoors all year. In northern climates, they can be
outside for the summer and on into the late fall. In
South Dakota my mother kept all her Christmas cacti
in clay pots and in summer moved them outdoors
under the lilacs where she sank the pots into the
ground up to the rims and they thrived. When they
were brought indoors for the winter, they were kept
in an uncurtained west window in an unheated
storeroom until they were ready to bloom when they
were taken downstairs so everyone could enjoy them.
When finished blooming, back up to the storeroom
they went until summer when once again they moved
back under the lilacs.

Holiday cacti can be left in the same pots for
several years unless you water with hard water. Then
you probably should repot them every year. Repot in
late spring or after the blooming period has finished.
When you do repot, you do not need to keep repot-
ting in a larger container. They like to be root bound
and bloom best when they are.

Generous and frequent feeding in spring and
summer will result in a myriad of blooms later. Some
growers recommend feeding with a good soluble
fertilizer as often as once a week, except in the
period before blooming. A dilute high phosphorous
fertilizer, such as 10-15-10, can be used at each
watering when the plant is creating new stems and
after buds have formed.

To propagate holiday cacti, simply break off
a section with two or three segments, let dry a few
days and then pop into a rooting mix. Keep slightly
moist and the first year you may have a light bloom.
Segments can also be grafted onto other cacti.
Spring and early summer are the best times for
starting new plants. On mature plants to increase
branching for a fuller plant, pinch back two stem
segments in early June.

Helen commented recently there are "new
frilled varieties now coming out. But other than that.

continued on poge 7
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EpiCon IV to be held here in 1994

1994 will be the San Diego Epiphyllum Society’s
turn to host EpiCon [V — the fourth Epiphyllum Conference
for members of SDES, the South Bay Epiphyllum Society
and the Epiphyllum Society of America.

Held every two years, EpiCon is an opportunity for
all of us to get together, share our epi experiences and
concerns, leam a bit more about our favorite plants and
discuss what the future may hold for them.

The first EpiCon was held in October 8, 1988 and
was hosted by SDES at the Wild Animal Park in conjunction
with the annual Beauty and the Beast Show. The first
conference started out with epi cultural demonstrations
and talks by Dick Chadwick and Gus Schlapfer. Formal
discussions were also held on hybrids that don’t perform
up to expectations and on how to improve registrations.

ESA hosted EpiCon Il October 13, 1990 at the
Fullerton Arboretum in Fullerton, CA. Seven speakers
covered a variety of topics: epi species by Myron Kymnach;
European Epi Conference, Dr. Rudy Dorch; Wild Animal
Park, Pat Barrett; patenting epi hybrids, Peggy Oberg; ESA’s
registration process, Dawn Scarborough; genetics, Ellen
Zunino.

Last year saw EpiCon Il in Palos Verdes at the
South Coast Botanic Garden, hosted by the South Bay
society. George French and Wressey Cocke presented
slides on their hybrids and Myron Kimnach spoke on the
1992 Huntington expedition to Mexico. We also had a
look at what's new in epiphytic cacti.

Now it's our tumn to host the EpiCon and we need
your ideas and suggestions on what we should do and how
we should do it. Essentially it boils down to three ques-
tions. When should we have it? Where should we have
it? What kind of program should we have?

Our first suggestion has come from Chuck Everson
and Jerry Williams. They have offered to have EpiCon IV at
Rainbow Gardens during Memorial Day weekend in May.
While EpiCon was originally designed as an off-season
event to bring epi lovers together, many feel that there
would be more participation at EpiCon if it was held during
the blooming season. A

With the epi houses at the Wild Animal Park and
the two large epi nurseries here in San Diego, May is an
excellent time of year for people to plan on a trip to San
Diego to see epis and a unique opportunity for us to host
EpiCon.

On the other hand, it is a very busy time of year.
However, with good organization and advance advertising,
we can have a successful and enjoyable EpiCon. In addi-
tion, to lighten the load a bit, we could forgo our annual
caravan in 1994.

If we plan on EpiCon IV in May at Rainbow
Gardens, tentative plans look like this: Down the street
from Rainbow Gardens is a meeting hall where we can have
our moming activities: registration and slide presentations.
Because Rainbow Gardens has only outdoor facilities
available, slide presentations could not be held there.
Therefore, a couple slide presentations could be held in
the hall which is within walking distance of Rainbow
Gardens. Following that, everyone can either walk or drive
up to Rainbow Gardens for lunch. After lunch we'll have a
guest speaker who doesn't need slides -- perhaps someone
who can bring in a plant demonstration or display, fol-
lowed by a tour of Rainbow Gardens.

An EpiCon in May is an excellent time to show off
all the hard work we've put into the epi houses at the Wild
Animal Park, as well as the spectacular blooms that make
WAP's epi houses a premier botanical facility. Is it viable
to plan EpiCon to be a day and a half event? With the half
day an optional visit to WAP? Or rather than an organized
group visit to WAP, perhaps we can schedule SDES volun-
teers to "man’ the epi houses the rest of that weekend and
be there when out-of-town epi lovers visit on their own
schedule.

If we decide to hold EpiCon IV in May, we need to
make that decision now so that we can get the word out
to other epi societies and they can get it out to their
members, so people can start making their plans for that
weekend. If you have other suggestions on a time frame
or an alternate site you'd like to recommend, please do so.

Send your suggestions to SDES at P.O. Box
126127, San Diego, CA 92112-6127. Or you can call me,
Pat Neal, at 565-0340 evenings and weekends, or write to
me at 9082 Gramercy Drive, #137, San Diego, CA 92123-
2378. 1 will be collecting all suggestions regarding EpiCon.
If there’s any aspect of EpiCon IV that you'd like to bring
up at our next meeting, please do so and we can have a
membership discussion.

Holiday cacti...

continued from page 6
there isn't much new in the way of colors. Blooms

are just getting bigger. We have several books in our
library that talk about growing Christmas cacti. And
there are a couple booklets by McMillan and Cobia
that show the new frilled varieties."

Holiday cacti can live for many years and
become enormously large plants. It is not unheard of
for a single old plant to be passed from generation to
generation. Just think -- that little cutting you started
last spring just might become a family heirloom.
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