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A Message from Margaret

May your New Year be filled
with happiness and good health!!

The past year was a good, rewarding and productive year. We not only acquired a new editor for our
epi newsletter, but through the generosity of a non-member, Fred Moffett, we acquired a computer. Through
the generosity of a member who wishes to remain anonymous, we acquired a printer and computer program for
producing the newsletter. (The computer and components are property of the Society.)

Marge Schlapfer was responsible for coordinating another successful, friendly and beautiful “"Mother’s
Day Show." We are all grateful to Marge...a nd to Gus who gave us some wonderful and enjoyable programs.

Don Francis (who was reluctant at first to take on this job) produced some great "pre-meeting"
workshops. The attendance at these classes has been very good and we will continue with them in '94, And I
am happy to say, Don has agreed to continue being our coordinator/teacher. Thank you, Don!

Dorothy and Nate Ogdon (as always) did a superb job in being our "caterers" for our refreshments after
the meeting. You can always depend on the Ogdons when they agree to do a chore. They do it very well. Thank
you, Nate and Dorothy.

Mary Alice Buaas, our official greeter, came up with some very innovative ideas in greeting members
and, ESPECIALLY guests. Mary Alice has agreed to continue on as hostess. Thank you, so much...you create
a friendly atmosphere which is a much needed ingredient.

To Bob and Dot Miller...Thank you so much. Bob at the raffle table and Dot in the wings to help
whenever someone...or something falls out of place.

Cy Hegerich, at the cutting table (with helpers Ron Kandt and Randall Weidner) has kept the cuttings
selling and will do the job again next year. Thank you, Cy!

I am happy to know that Jeanette Dutton has another year as a Director, because Jeanette is so reliable
and so efficient!! Whenever Gerry told me she wouldn’t be at a meeting, all I had to do was call Jeanette and
tell her I needed a pro-tem Recording Secretary. Thank you, Jeanette.

And of course, Elizabeth Glover...thank you for several years. I don’t know how many of you know,
but Elizabeth has been putting labels on our newsletters and carrying them to the Bulk Mailing Department of
the Main Post Office. ThiSs also a very necessary part of our newsletter. Doesn’t do any good to have Pat put
out a beautiful issue if it is NOT delivered to you.

The Epi House at the Wild Animal Park is in beautiful shape...and we can thank Pat Barrett for all that!!
Oh, I know, the volunteer members are the ones who do the work (so does Pat)...but she coordinates what needs
to be done, what supplies are needed and sees to it that when he park needs cuttings, we get them delivered, and
we get paid for them. So she does a lot of book work as well as pointin’ and shoutin’.

Leona Ross was an outstanding Membership Secretary...keeping track of the ever changing membership
is a real challenge. Leona has moved on to becoming a Director. Thanks, Leona!

continued on page 4
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Rick Latimer to be first speaker in 1994

Our first program for 1994 will be given by
Rick Latimer. At the January 12 SDES meeting, Rick

will show slides taken at Pruning epis

the International The January 12 workshop will be a
Organization of GOODIES LIST discussion on pruning epis. Workshop
Succulents Plant Study 2 coordinator, Don Francis, hosts the workshop
Intercongress held in . every month in Room 101, Casa del Prado. The
Bonn, Germany in 1991. workshop is held at 7 p.m. and lasts for 20-25
In addition, he’ll show minutes, just prior to the general meeting at 7:30
slides of the greenhouses in Bonn, as well as of public p.m. The workshop is free and is open to all
and private epi collections. members and guests.

In Memorial

Wressey Cocke

It is with great sadness that members of the San Diego
Epiphyllum Society note the passing of Wressey Cocke in
December.

A noted Epiphyllum hybridizer, Wressey was an SDES
Honorary Lifemember who has more than 560 Epiphyllum hybrids
that were registered either by himself or by others.

Wressey was our guest speaker many, many times. His last
presentation at an SDES meeting was in March 1990. Due to
Sailing health, however, he was unable to make trips to San Diego
Jfrom his Redondo Beach home as often as he used to. However,
at EpiCon III in 1992 he gave a wonderful presentation on his
hybrids and handed out an alphabetical listing of his introductions
JSrom the more than 200 crosses he made. Wressey often stressed
the meed to cross pollinate with a purpose in mind and the
importance of choosing parent plants with care.

Wressey will be sorely missed and long remembered for his
elegant and breathtaking hybrids.
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How ¢s the Time

v/Begin to feed with low or no nitrogen fertilizer, such as "Hi Bloom" or

"Bloom". Low/no nitrogen fertilizers will have label ratings around 0-10-10
or 2-10-10. Either liquid or time-release granules can be used. If liquid is
used, another application may be needed in a month. Plants that are not large
enough to support blooms can be fertilized with a higher nitrogen content,
such as 5-10-10.

v'Watch for pests. Keep plants free of debris where pests can breed and
hide. Wet weather is snail and slug weather. Bait or hand pick them. Spray
with insecticides only when necessary and follow directions carefully.

+ Protect epis from freezing temperatures. New tender growth is especially
susceptible to cold temperatures and winter winds.

+/ Prune out unproductive and unsightly growth to allow more energy to be
used by newer and healthier branches. However, if you live in an area where
your epis will be exposed to more freezing nights, this unproductive or
damaged growth will help protect the healthier growth from the elements.
You may want to forgo pruning a bit longer.

+ Let epis enjoy the winter rains. As long as your epis are in loose draining
soil, the rains won’t hurt them and will help wash out the fertilizer salts that
can build up in potted plants. If you have epis sitting on shelves or tables,

" make sure they’'re not sitting in puddles of water after heavy rains. If you

collect rain water for future use, store in covered opaque containers to prevent
algae build-up and mosquito larvae infestation.

v’ Pick ripe apples (seed pods). After removing the seeds from the pod, they
can be planted immediately without having to be dried out. However,
artificial light and heat may be needed to encourage germination.

v’ Do no tepot plants that you want to bloom this spring. Some buds are
already starting their earliest formative stages.
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Message from Margaret...

conrinued from page |

Qur other new Director is Phil Peck...an enthusiastic epi lover, Welcome, Phil.

Of course, George and Gerry Plaisted!! They are like the Ogdons...no matter what you asked them to
do..they say yes...and do it superbly! Thanks, George and Gerry.

I am trying to remember all who contributed so much to making the inner workings run smoothly. It
takes a lot of cooperating and NOT just one-man-grandstanding!!

This next year we’ll have some new faces on Board and "taking charge." Although Rick Latimer isn’t
exactly a "new face," Rick hasn’t been active for a few years and we're all delighted that he has agreed to
become involved again.

Jeanne Roth is new to the Board...but not new to the SDES. I can remember sitting in the back during
the program while she walked her baby son to lull him to sleep (he was soooo good!). So it will be good to have
somebody who is so enthusiastic.

Ed Ross will pick up where Leona left off...but you can bet she won’t let him backslide! (Just kidding,
Ed.)

Donna Couchman is another who is not new to SDES...and has been active in the capacity of Librarian.
With her capabilities I am sure she will do a great job as Corresponding Secretary.

Of course, the "ole guard” that remains, we know will be good as they are "seasoned” veterans and know
what is called for in their jobs.

This year we will have the honor of hosting the EpiCon IV. Pat Neal has graciously said she would chair
this event. If you have any suggestions, constructive input, please let her know. Also, if she should call upon
you to help...PLEASE...help!

It is your organization...we can make it just 50-50...0r with your help we can make it GREAT.

Committee Chairmen who have agreed to help this year:

Awards Banquet: Jean Gray

EpiCon IV and Epi News editor: Pat Neal
Pre-meeting Workshop: Don Francis

WAP Coordinator: Pat Barrett

Refreshments: Lloyd and Penny Haney
Parliamentarian and Postal Liaison: Elizabeth Glover
Cutting Table: Cy Hegerich

Raffle Table: Bob Miller

Hospitality: Mary Alice Buaas

Garden Caravan: ?7?? (I'm open to volunteers)

—

Thank you to all who have helped and who are going to help. I'll see you at the meeting.

Margaret Pethley
President, SDES
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Teems of Tntenest

v/Due to the holiday period, the December
board meeting was rescheduled for
Wednesday, January 5.

¢Many thanks to Marge Schlapfer, Pat
Barrett and Margaret Pethley for decorating
an epi Christmas tree for Christmas on the
Prado held December 4 at Balboa Park.

v’ Next working party for the Wild Animal
Park is Saturday, January 8.

¢ Deadline for next Epi News is January 24.

¢ The January board meeting will be held on
its regularly scheduled date--Wednesday,
January 26.

Poinsettia care

« When surface soil is dry to touch, water thoroughly.
Discard excess water that collects in saucer.

' To prolong color, keep temperature around 60° at
night and 72° during the day.

J High humidity is preferred.

J Avoid cold drafts and winds.

«/ When bracts fade, cut back to eight inches.

v/ Lightly fertilize every three to four weeks.

J When temperatures warm up, put plant outdoors, first
in indirect, then direct light. Avoid temperatures below
50° throughout summer.

¢/ Cut back stems and branches twice during the summer.
Repot if needed.

JOn Labor Day, move plant indoors. Provide six or
more hours of direct light.

o From October 1 through mid-December, confine plant
to total darkness for 14 hours, giving it ten hours of

natural light. This will force the green bracts to color.
Courtesy of Florist Information Committee, Society of American
Florists, Alexandria, VA

A Week of Epiphyllums

Monday’s epi is fair of face.

Tuesday's epi is full with grace.

Wednesday’s epi is large and deep.

Thursday's epi will make you weep.

Friday's epi is variegated slight.

Saturday’s epi is small but bright.

But my epi that’s to be born for the Mother’s Day show,

the prize winner - it just would not grow!
The one that’s supposed to be so fantastic, ,.,,}'\- \ :
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I instead had to just use plastic.
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Director: Leona Ross
Director: Phil Peck
Editor: Patricia Neal
2521 Murray Ridge Road
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Epi News is published monthly by San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc. Post Office Box 126127, San
Diego, CA 92112-6127. Membership is $5.00 per person per year; international rate is $12.00 per
person. General meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m., in Room 101,
Casa del Prado, Balboa Park.
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