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EPICON plans in full swing for May 29

EPICON 1V is just around the comer and
registrations have been coming in from members of
several epi societies. EPICON IV, with its theme "The
World of Epiphyllums", promises to be an exciting
event with a great line-up of interesting presenta-
tions.

The fourth Epiphyllum Conference will take
place on Sunday, May 29 at the Holiday Inn, Mission
Valley, San Diego. Registration check-in begins at 8
a.m. and the program begins at 9.

Five presentations will be given. Rick Latimer

will talk about the various epiphytic cacti that are
used in hybridization and Chuck Everson will follow
with a discussion on variegation in epis. Rudi Dorsch,
an SDES member from Houston, Texas, will talk about
the well-known German epi hybridizer, Curt Knebel.
Rudi has obtained new information on Knebel, includ-
ing some of Knebel's own writings. Ellen Zunino, of
Monrovia, CA, will give her popular talk on the sex
life of epis — a presentation that has drawn rave
reviews in the past. Concluding the show will be a
memorial tribute to hybridizer Wressey Cocke who
" passed away in December.

This tribute will be made by
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| ' Annual Mother's Day Flower Show | '\'1
1

Balboa Park
sunday, May 8, 1994
11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

San Diego Epiphyllum Society

Cutting sales start at 10 a.m.

Early Bird Flower Display and Cutting Sale, Saturday, May 7 10a.m. to4p.m.

Dick Kohlschreiber, a found-
ing member and former
president of the South Bay
Epi Society and editor of its
newsletter, The Epi-Gram.
oh Following this tribute a spe-
i cial drawing will be held for
gt a Cocke hybrid.
m\ Other activities dur-
At ing this all-day event include
displays by Rainbow Gardens,
Gray/Davis Epiphyllums,
George French, the Wild
Animal Park epi houses, and
educational display by David
Graham. Tables will also be
available for anyone who
would like to bring in epi
blooms for display. There
will be a raffle table and
silent auction, as well as
continued on page 4
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Mini-show planned for May 11th

Please bring your epi blooms to the May
11 SDES meeting for
our annual Mini-Show.

The Mini-Show offers

members -- old and Goﬂ?ﬁfﬂ

new - and guests an Elizabeth Glover

opportunity to visit, Leowoe Aebaye
§ " Maria Barmrett

enjoy epis and talk Chuck Speacer

about the Mother’s mguu I::;en

* ictor

Day Show. There will N B

not be a guest speak- Curt Hammel

er at that meeting;

the Mini-Show will be
the program.

Also announced at the May meeting will
be the winner of the People's Choice Award.

April Meeting

At the April 13 SDES business meeting the
following items were discussed:

Pat Barrett, WAP coordinator, encouraged all
members, especially those who are members of the
Zoological Society, to make a point of stopping by
the epi display house at the Wild Animal Park. The
houses and the plants are looking great. Also,
cuttings and volunteers are needed for the annual
spring sale at the park on April 30 and May 1.

David Graham said that he is in the process of
completing a booklet on grafting epis. He suggested
that the Society fund the printing of the book with all
profits going into the color photo fund. He suggest-
ed that it be sold at the Mother's Day Show at $2.50
each. The book is 29 pag-
es and will contain illustra-
tions. A lively debate final-
ly ended with $100 being
approved to spend on
printing. Several members
have copies of the book
for review prior to print-

Gus Schlapfer com-
mented that the class he
gave on epis, holiday cac-

It is held in Room 104.

Hybridizing Epis
Guest speaker at the May 11 workshop
will be Gus Schlapfer who will demonstrate how to
hybridize epis. The workshop is held every month
prior to the meeting. It starts at 7 p.m. [t's free
ing. and open to everyone, members as well as guests.

tus and bromeliads at the San Diego Home Gardening
Seminar on March 19 was very successful. "The re-
sponse was unbelievable," he commented. "I never
got around to Easter cacti and bromeliads." About 50
people attended his class and he said he could have
talked about epis for hours -- the interest was "phe-
nomenal."

SDES member Joe Tran was our guest speaker
in April. Joe gave a slide presentation on some of the
epi programs he has given in various communities.
Included in his presentation were slides of his "Epi
Saigon Garden" and some of his beautiful hybrids,
including the unusual "Dragon’s Claw," a large, deep
purple-red flower with petals that curl back and
under.

Gerald Garner again gave a fantastic demon-
stration of flower arrangements with epis. In a
special 45-minute workshop, he assembled five
beautiful arrangements — all unique and stunning.
They included a spring bouquet, a Mexican theme
with chips and salsa, an oriental display, a vertical
formal arrangement, and a small three-piece display
for a mantel or centerpiece.

As Gerry gave a step-by-step demonstration of
each arrangement, he talked about some of the
guidelines that apply to floral displays. These includ-
ed vertical vs. horizontal, size of arrangement vs. size
of container, media to hold flowers and greenery in
place, covering holding media, reinforcing stems,
textures, colors, balance, using woody material, using
odd numbers, and visual weight of design. He also
pointed out how we can make a basic arrangement of
greens that last and just replace the flowers as they
wilt - a tip that is especially useful when using short-
lived epi blooms.

Gerry encouraged
everyone to experiment
and try different ideas to
develop your own style and
learn what works and what
doesn’t. Anyone can make
an attractive display. "Ar-
rangements should have
life, as well as style," he
pointed out. "Get as exotic
and bold as you want."
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'Jeannie G' - long-lasting epi blooms

By Dick Kohlschreiber

Several years ago, Mr. Cocke told me that he
had a new hybrid which had a flower that was lasting
for a week or longer. [ thought that was exciting
news and | could tell that Mr. Cocke was really
excited about this plant. | did have some reservations
because | had found that plants that did certain
things for Mr. Cocke, didn't always do the same for
other people.

Mr. Cocke did give me a cutting and this
March, it bloomed for the first time. The plant has
been beautiful -~ a very shiny green and it has nice
clean growth. The first bud started opening on
March 1st and | took the plant to the ESA meeting.
On March 8th, | took the plant to the South Bay
meeting — with the same flower and it was still fresh
and beautiful. It lasted until March 12!l | will have
to admit that we had some fairly cool weather during
this time so that may have helped to keep the flower
going.

The plant is named for Jean Gray of Gray/Davis
Epiphyllum Nursery. | asked Jean and Michelle if the
blossoms on this plant were lasting longer than the
average. They said that most of the flowers lasted at
least a week or longer. Their nursery is located in
Santee -- east of San Diego. They get much hotter in
the summer and colder in the winter, compared to
the coastal climate here. If it is doing well for them,
I think everyone can expect long lasting flowers from
this plant.

"Jeannie G" is the result of a "Kind of Special"
x "Ole" cross. "Kind of Special" is a very pretty small
flower but as | recall, only lasts 3-4 days. There is
some confusion about "Ole" -- Hurst named a plant
“Ole" and I believe Rainbow named one of Cocke's
seedlings "Ole." | am quite sure that Mr. Cocke used
his "Ole" in this cross which has a large red flower.
(Of interest to me is the fact that "Kind of Special" is
a cross of "Marionette" - a D. nelsonii cross - and
“Infanta" - a N. phyllanthoides cross.)

My plant has about 25 buds on it so it will be
in bloom for some time. Cocke described the flower
as being lavender pink with an orange midstripe.
What Cocke called lavender pink, I would call a shiny
cerise and the combination of the cerise and orange
reminds me of the colors in a neon sign. The flower
is barely medium size (5 inches) and has a very good
shape.

| think "Jeannie G" is one of the most exciting
things to happen with the hybrid epies for a long
time. I'm hoping a lot of people will use "Jeannie G"
in hybridizing. It would be a wonderful breakthrough
if we had more flowers that last for a long time.

I'm not sure how many nurseries have "Jeannie
G", but | know that Gray/Davis has it. Their address
is Gray/Davis Epiphyllums, Box 710443, Santee, CA
92972,

Reprinted with permission from The Epi-Gram. April 1994.

Peoples Choice Auwand Winners
The winner of the People's Choice Award is chosen by the many guests who attend our Mother’s Day
Show. All exhibitors are asked to choose one of their blooms for the People’s Choice table. There they
will be displayed (exhibitor's names are not shown) and guests, as well as SDES members, can vote for
their favorite. The votes will be counted after the show and the winner will be announced at the May
11 meeting. The People’s Choice Award, sponsored by George and Gerry Plaisted, was established in
1990 and has proven to be very popular with everyone. Below are the winners of previous years.

1990 - Ariba - George French
1991 - Lady Ruffles - George French
1992 - Viking - Greg Balvin
1993 - Wonderful One - Jean Seile
1994 - ?
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EPICON update...

continued from page |
cuttings and gardening supplies for sale.

The raffle table will offer some unique items,
including cuttings of newly registered epis and epis
that will be registered this year. This is your chance
to obtain some of these new epis, long before they'll
be available through the nurseries. The silent auction
also will offer some outstanding selections — some
great mature plants and grafted cuttings. In a silent
auction, a minimum bid will be placed on each item,
then everyone bidding on the plant writes down what
their bid is. At the end of the day, the highest bid on
each item takes it home.

"Doctor” Dick Chadwick will be available for
consultations at the "Ask the Doctor” table. If you
have a question on raising epis or have a problem
plant, Dick will try to help you out. Please bring all
cuttings for "Ask the Doctor”" in a sealed, clear plastic
bag. This will prevent the spread of pests or disease.

Registration fee is $20 per person and in-
cludes coffee and rolls during registration, as well as
a buffet lunch. Lunch will feature a choice of four
salads, fresh fruit, two vegetable dishes, potatoes,
breast of chicken with sauce, sliced roast beef au jus
and dessert. Free potted epis from Gray/Davis Epi-
phyllums and Rainbow Gardens will be at place
settings for attendees to take home.

We will need flowers for the lunch table
arrangements. These do not need to be named
varieties. Please bring in whatever blooms you can
that morning.

If you'd like to contribute cuttings or plants
for the raffle, the silent auction or the sales table,
please do so — just bring them with you that day. If
you have something special for the raffle or silent
auction, please give me (Pat Neal) a call ahead of
time; I'd like to advertise some of the more unique
items. Otherwise, bring what you can that day. If
you'd like to contribute something, but won't be able
to attend EPICON, please give me a call and I can pick
it up. Also, if you are interested in reserving a table
for a display, please call. You can reach me at (home)
565-0340 or (work) 545-1137.

Hope to see everyone there. You can turnin
registrations until May 23, but the sooner, the better.
While attendence for the presentations is unlimited,
due to space limitations in the lunch room, the hotel
will put a limit on seating there.

How cs the Time

¢/Cross-pollinate as soon as blooms open.
v'Remove spent and wilted blooms by
cutting about 1/2 inch from the base of the
flower, using a sharp knife or pruning shears.
Use this method when cutting flowers for
display.
v/Continue good grooming of mature plants
by pruning branches that are no longer
productive, i.e., branches on which many
areolas are callused and scarred from
previous blooms. These branches can be
used to start new plants.

~ ¢/Protect foliage from hot summer sun.

' Keep plants in filtered sunlight.

v/Water regularly. Keep moist, but not
soaking wet. As the weather gets warmer
and drier, you may need to water or mist
more often.

«'Repot last year's cuttings that have
outgrown their containers.

v/Compare blooms with descriptions in ESA
Directory. Only those matching the
description exactly are correctly named. Do
not share cuttings from plants that are
incorrectly named. Change their name tags
to read "UNK" for unknown.

v’Keep an eye out for those ever-present
pests.

# WE SPECIALIZE IN HARD \
TO FIND VARIETIES

GRAY/DAVIS EPIPHYLLUMS

SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG TO
PO. BOX 710443. SANTEE. CA 92072

\ "~ MAIL ORDER ONLY Ve
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Members win awards at South Bay

The South Bay Epiphyllum Society's Eighth
Annual Show was held April 24 at the South Coast
Botanic Gardens in Palos Verdes. Several SDES
members participated in the show, with Rick Latimer
and David Graham winning several ribbons.

The South Bay show is different from ours in
that they have established several competition classes
-- single cut flowers (medium and large), single cut
flowers (new unnamed hybrids), single cut flowers
(small), single blooms of a Wressey Cocke hybrid,
collections, Epiphyllum or Epicacti plants, related
Epiphytic cacti, four classes of flower arrangements,
and educational displays. In each class, there are
several sections. For example: Under cut flowers
there are sections for each color or color combina-
tion. In collections there are three sections: three of
a kind, five to ten epis, and more than ten epis. In
the Epiphyllum or Epicacti plant class there are two
sections: one for hanging and one for trellised,
staked or pedestal plants. _

With all the different categories, it is an
interesting show and we get a look at epis in a totally
different light. Some of the epis that attracted the
most attention were Rote Feder (Red Feather) with its
deeply serated edges and magnificent variegated
blooms of Convent Garden and Radiant Fire.

Ribbons are given as awards: blue (first), red
(second), white (third) and yellow (honorable men-
tion). Green Ribbon Special Awards are given for
overall winners in several categories.

Most of our SDES members who participate in
the show do so just to display rather than compete.
Rick and David, however, both competed in several
categories and won the following awards:

Rick won four first place awards: predomu-
nantly lavender with other colors (Ed Schultz), pre-
dominantly pink with other colors (Sakurahime), red
small epi (Scoop of Raspberry), and unnamed pink
seedling. Three second places: solid white or cream
(Barbara Ruth De Carli), unnamed purple seedling, and
individual flower of related Epiphytic cacti (Aporophyl-
lum "Pink Duchess"”). One third place for unnamed
purple seedling. In addition, Rick took home a Green
Ribbon Special Award for the best overall small epi
(Scoop of Raspberry.)

David also won three first place ribbons: small
purple (Born Free), unnamed purple seedling, and

educational display on grafting. Two second places:
Single cut solid purple or lavender (Silence) and small
pink (Naranja), Three third places: unnamed red
seedling, unnamed pink seedling and flower arrange-
ment with two epis. He received four honorable
mentions: related epiphytic cacti (Rhipsalidopsis
"Caprice”), unnamed red seedling, unnamed purple
seedling, and unnamed pink seedling.

Also participating in the show were Cy Hegeri-
ch, Don Francis with an advance peek at his Mother's
Day table entry, George and Madeline French, Daniel
and Nenita Graham with the second-place educational
table on hybridizing, Gus and Marge Schlapfer, Bob
and Dot Miller, Chuck Everson and Jerry Williams
(Rainbow Gardens) and Jean Gray, Michelle and Jim
Davis and Linda Hammer (Gray/Davis Epiphyllums).

Several of the South Bay Epi Society members
are also members of SDES — Dan Lundy, Shirley
Marneus, Peggy Oberg, Ethel Hurst, Fred Langer and
Jerry and Dorothy Friedman. It was great to talk with
them and check out their entries and displays.

A complete listing of winners in all categories
is expected to be published in an upcoming edition of
The Epi-Gram, which will be available in the SDES
library.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Bill Brooks
33401 Coral Reach St.
Dana Point, CA 92629

Lorriane Fortney
24722 El Camino Capistrano
Dana Point, CA 92629

Mrs. Jerry Holcomb
P.O. Box 2247
Harbor, OR 97415

Jeffrey Vigneau
920 S. Hale #19
Escondido, CA 92029
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Epis named in honor of Native American Indians

An annual Native American Indian pow wow

will be held in Balboa Park on May 14 and 15,
making this an excellent time to take a look at epis with Indian names.

Apache

Apache Bonnet
Apache Chief
Apache Magic
Apache Sunset
Apache Tears
Apache Trail
Arapaho
Arrowmaker
Big Chief

Big Horn
Cherokee Chief
Cherokee Maid
Chief Red Cloud
Chief Yakima
Chieftain
Cloud Dancer
Comanche
Crimson Arrow
Fire Chief
Flame Thrower
Hiawatha
Indian Blaze
Indian Chief
Indian Dance
Indian Fox
Indian Love
Indian Love Call
Indian Maid

Indian May Time
Indian Melody
Indian Moon
Indian Princess
Indian Spring
Indian Summer
Indian Warrior
Indian Red
Indian Sign
Minnehaha
Minnetonka
Montezuma
Native Dancer
Native Warrior
Navajo
Papoose
Pawnee Pride
Pocahontas
Pow Wow

Red Arrow
Sacajawea
Sequoia
Sisquoc

Tecuya
Tehachapi
Tribal Beauty
War Bonnet
War Dance
War Head
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EPICON IV
N "The World of Epiphyllums"

Sunday, May 29, 1994 |

Holiday Inn, Mission Bay
595 Hotel Circle South
(off 1-8)

San Diego, California

Presentations
Epiphytic Cacti Genera: Sources for Hybridization
Variegation in Epiphyllums
Curt Knebel and his Phyllocactus
Hybridizing: the Sex Life of Epiphyilums
Memorial Tribute to Wressey Cocke

Activities
Silent Auction
Raffie Table
"Ask the Doctor”

Sales of epi cuttings/potting supplies
Registration fee: $20 per person
(includes buffet lunch)
Registration begins at 8 a.m.
Program begins at 9 a.m.
Hosted by the San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc,

Please enclose $20.00 per person and make checks payable to the San Diego Epiphyllum Society. Mail
your registration to SDES, P.O. Box 126127, San Diego, CA 92112-6127. Deadline for registrations is

May 23, 1994.
Name:
Address:
City State Zip Code
Telephone:
J Holiday Inn is offering a discount rate for EPICON IV attendees — $59.00 a night for either a single or
4 a double. To receive this discount you must make reservations through SDES. Deadline for room
reservations is May 1, 1994, Bill to be paid directly to Holiday Inn when you check-in.
Do you wish to reserve a room at Holiday Inn? No Yes : Single Double

Saturday night Sunday night

c gy

T




SAN DIEGO EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY, INC.

President: Margaret Pethley
14426 Calle Nublado
San Diego, CA 921293811
Ist Vice President: Rick Latimer
2nd Vice President: Chuck Spencer
Recording Secretary: Jeanne Roth
Treasurer: George Plaisted

OFFICERS

Corresponding Secretary: Donna Couchman

Membership Secretary: Ed Ross
Director: Pat Barrett
Director: Bob Miller
Director: Dot Miller
Director: Leona Ross
Director: Phil Peck
Editor: Patricia Neal
2521 Murray Ridge Road

San Diego, CA 92123-3450
619-5650340

Epi News is published monthly by San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc. Post Office Box 126127, San
Diego, CA 92112-6127. Membership is $5.00 per person per year; international rate is $12.00 per
person. General meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m., in Room 101,

Casa del Prado, Balboa Park.
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