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Blossom variety shown in September 
Jean Gray of 

GraylDavis Epiphyllums 
will be guest speaker at 
the September 14th SOES 
meeting . Jean has 
amassed a considerable 
coUection of EpiphyUum 
slides and her slide pre-
sentation for the meeting 

GOODIES LIST 
BoMie Van Wagner 

Uoyd Haney 
Dot Miller 

Mary-Alice Buaas 

will cover both 'antique' and new epis. 

August Meeting 
At the August 10th business meeting, Presi­

dent Margaret Pethley made several short announce-
ments: 

The board approved purchasing a new coffee­
maker. 

Anyone interested in participating in the 
Scripps Mesa Garden Show on September 10th at the 
Scripps Ranch Ubrary can caU Margaret at 484-4189 
for more infonnation. 

The Goodies List hasn't been very popular 
lately. The same few people keep signing up. 
Margaret urged everyone to take a tum bringing 
something in - or there won't be a refreshment table. 
Homebaked goods are preferable to store-bought. if 
possible. Also. those who bring should help clean-up 
aftelWards. Although we have lloyd and Penny Haney 
coordinating refreshments. they could always use a 
helping hand. 

New members can order SDES nametags from 
membership secretary. Ed Ross. The nametags are 
S3.50 each. If you've al-
ready ordered one, please 

each. Please caD her at 442-2404 if you'd like to 
purchase any. 

Under new business Margaret asked for three 
volunteers from the general membership to be on the 
nominating committee for new officers. Every year a 
committee of five people make the nominations. The 
committee consists of two current officers and three 
people from the general membership. The two 
officers on the committee are treasurer. George 
Plaisted. and board member. Phil Peck. Volunteering 
among the members were Don Francis. judy Francis 
and Marge Schlapfer. 

A few epi blooms were brought in for display 
in August and included YeUow Crest. Labor of Love. 
Beauty Wegener. Fred Boutin and Radiant Fire. Don 
and judy Francis also brought in a blooming plant of 
Epiphyllum oxypetalum. 

For the August program. Gus Schlapfer 
showed a slide presentation from joyce Carr of 
Australia. joyce has been hybridizing epis and Aporo­
phyllums for many years. joyce's hybrids - both 
EpiphyUums and Aporophyllums - are listed in the 
ESA Directory. There are 78 that begin with the 
name liberty. i.e. Liberty Glow. Uberty Love Song. 
liberty Flame. etc. In notes joyce sent along with the 
slides. she commented that they've had many epis 
with crinkled petals this year. She also noted that it 

. is common for her [0 have as many as four full-sized 
blooms off one areole. all at the same time. 

joyce has hybridized some beautiful plants. 
Some of the notable ones in the presentation includ­

pick it up at the Septem­
ber meeting. Maintaining good grooming 

ed the yellow and red 
liberty Velma, a ruffled 
iridescent white liberty 
Surf Pearl. a purple with 
reddish-orange midstripe 
Liberty Fantasy. the small 
orange liberty Knockout. a 
medium red with violet 
edge Liberty Chann. and 
liberty Starwine with a 
beautiful dark plum wine 
medium flower. Included 
in the presentation were 
some of joyce's lovely and 
unique Christmas cacti . 

The cuttings sales 
table and the raffle table 
don't start the night with a 
great deal of small bills. 
Please help by using small­
er bills rather than tens 
and twenties. 

WAP coordinator, 
Pat Barrett. said they are 
still selling the old large 
terra cotta pots that are no 
longer used. They are S3 

The September 14th workshop will 
cover good grooming and will include 
watering and protecting your plants from wind 
damage. as well as when to pick apples. If 
there is time, Don will give a quick 
demonstration on grafting. The workshop is 
held every month prior to our regular 
meeting. It starts at 7 p.m. and lasts about 25 
minutes. It's free and open to all members 
and guests. It is held in Room 104. directly 
across the courtyard from our meeting room. 
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Fort and O'Barr leaders in hybrids 
Paul Fort and Garland O'8arr .- two names, 

one partnership - made significant developments in 
modem day Epiphyllum hybrids. Their successes 
brought them world-reknown. Among the almost one 
thousand epis registerd in their names, was the first 
yellow Epiphyllum _. Reward. Just how momentous 
their work was to epi lovers was demonstrated when 
someone paid them $400 for a cutting of Reward. 

Our cover photo of Silence, a plant that puts 
on an impressive display at our Wild Animal Park epi 
house, is just one of the Epiphyllum hybrids produced 
by the prolific team of Paul Fort and Garland O·Barr. 
(The photo, by the way, is a shade darker than it 
should be. The center of the flower is a deaner, 
prettier white.) 

Fort and O'Sarr. who began hybridizing in the 
1940's, were considered to have one of the greatest 
collections of Epiphyllums. 

Their most productive cross was a natural 
garden cross - Harmony x nat. It produced 72 new 
hybrids. Another garden cross _. Dr. A.D. Houghton 
x nat. - produced another 50 hybrids; while their 
Professor Ebert x nat. (Silence's parentage) produced 
51. These 173 new hybrids from garden crosses 
shows that the epis we now consider Mantique" have 
a wealth of varied genetic material. 

While many of their listings in the ESA Direc­
tory do not give any parentage, they didn't rely solely 
on garden crosses for new plants, but did controlled 
hybridizing on their own. Sased on data available in 
the Directory they produced 69 new hybrids using 
Madonna in several different crosses. Madonna is a 
1937 Clarion Steele hybrid with a large. ruffled white 
flower with lemon yellow outer petals. 

Madonna crosess proved to be the most 
fruitful controlled crosses. but Fort and O'Barr also 
produced many unique flowers using other epis as 
parents, including Pegasus. Welcome, Beethoven, 
Pride of Bell, Elenora Prochaska. Annie P. Williams, 
Jorge Siepke, The Miracle, Rajah, Orion, Sunny Dawn, 
Sonnenuntergang, Walkure, Bambi, Callendar's pfau, 
Cattleya. Gloriosa and Augusta von Szombathy. 

Looking through old SDES newsletters, there 
have been two articles written about Fort and O'Barr 
_. one in 1981 and one in 1982. InJune 1981 Rick 
Latimer, in his series entitled 'The Golden Age of 

Epiphyllums", quoted two items he found in older 
publications. 

The first was written in August 1946 by 
Ladislaus Cutak in the Cactus and Succulent Society of 
America's Journal: 

·One of the many enjoyable surprises on my recent 
trip to California. was a visit to a unique garden in Ingle­
wood. It was developed by two young bachelors - a 
parmership as unique as the garden itself. From the street 
there is nothing unusual about the modest home located 
at 226 East Fairview Boulevard. It is true that the neady 
trimmed lawn and judicious planting of shrubs, vines and 
Howering plants suggested the abode of plant lovers. but 
then this is characteristic of many California homes. 
Entering the back yard. by way of a side gate. one is 
immediately ushered into a veritable jungle ofEpiphyllums, 
towering from espaliered pots or hanging from suspended 
baskets. The whole yard is practically converted into a 
lathhouse with several levels descending to the end of the 
property. Every available comer, nook or bench is crowd­
ed with healthy, vigorous growth of EpiphyUums. This 
method permits the owner to cultivate a maximum amount 
of plants in anothelWise cramped space without decreasing 
light and air requirements which the plants demand. 
Something in the vicinity of 250 varieties are grown and 
there are approximately 750 blooming-sized hybrids 
producing hundreds of flowers each year. 

·Asked about the secret of their success with 
EpiphyUums. both believe in giving their plants the partial 
shade they require and a logical soil mixture of leafmold. 
manure, decomposed granite and sandy loam in equal 
parts, plus regular watering and periodic conditioning, such 
as tying up to prevent breakage and continuous vigilance 
against snails. Otherwise. both assert that there is no 
secret to growing them since if they were difficult to grow, 
then my hosts would probably not succeed. 

"The incentive to grow EpiphyUums sprang from a 
rather sentimental motive. You see. Paul L. Fort fell in love 
with a sweet Italian girl from Colorado, but apparendy he 
was too slow in proposing maniage. so she manied his 
best pal. a budding physicist. The girl loved Howers and at 
one time she brought Paul an Ackermanii. which was duly 
planted. For ten years it was abused due to moving about, 
then in the spring of 1937 it blossomed profusely. The 
gorgeous blossoms captivated Paul and he decided to 
investigate this plant group. He found out that there were 
many other exquisite colors to be had. He bought a few 
here and a few there and thus started the famous collec­
tion. Junie, the Italian lass. died in 1926. Since she meant 
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Fort and O'8arr ... 
C"Otltinutd from fHl8' 3 
more to him than he first realized. he never married . Mr. 
Fort likes to imagine that Junie's cutting was the basis of 
his interest in Epiphyllums. 

' Paul's father also died in 1926. so he was left 
alone with his mother. Having room in the house. they 
took in boarders. When one of the boys left for Germany. 
an ad was placed in the local newspaper and was answered 
by William G. O'Barr. who has remained ever since. That 
was in 1929. This young lad had fled the ranch of his dad 
in Arizona when he thought that he could no longer 
endure another season of growing conan. Bill and Paul 
got along well from the start. When an opportunity 
presented itself. Fort got O'Barr a job at the factory where 
he became a document cleric For eleven years the two 
men worked for the same company until O'Barr branched 
out into greener fields . He has done very well and is with 
the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce as Secretary of the 
Rail and Highway Division. <ilt present." 

Rick also wrote that their garden in Ingle­
wood was called "Country Garden- and when they 
moved to Manhattan Beach, they took the name with 
them. In Manhattan Beach they built a lathhouse that 
was 64 feet by 96 feet and it had eight aisles 6 feet 
wide. 

Another artide Rick found on Fort and 0'8arr 
appeared in the June 1957 Epiphyllum Society of 
America bulletin. It was titled -About a Yellow 
Epiphyllum" and was written by Martha Maxwell: 

'Rumors bave been flying, the grapevine has been 
bot, a really YEUOW flower has been produced by Fort 
and O'Barr this yearl A few years ago. Mr. O'Barr (the one 
who makes like the bees). started planting a cross that he 
hoped would produce yellow flowers . This cross. now 
finally blooming was a cross of Madonna and Thorinne 
(Madonna being white and Thorinne (a Cooperii hybrid) 
having a slight golden overcut on the bright rosy purple 
sepals). The first of these new yellows to bloom was a 
loosely formed nine inch flower. The sepals were burnt 
sienna. twisted and thin. showing to full advantage the 
completely yellow outer petals. The central petals are 
broad and feathered with a dark chrome yellow edge and 
a noticeable central stripe. The fully erect stamens gave 
the finish to a perfectly lovely flower now named Golden 
Fleece. A few days Iuer another plant bloomed and was 
so be<ilutiful th<ilt it ne<ilrly takes your breath away. The 
sep<ills are dark Indian yellow recurved to the tube. The 
flower is wide open and very full in the center. with back 
petals chrome yellow and inner petals lighter chrome 
yellow with feathered dark Indian yellow edges and a 
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broad centnl stripe. The petals are two inches wide. The 
form of this nine inch flower is more like M<ildonn<il but is 
truly deserving the name Reward. (Dr. Herbert Irwin paid 
them S400 for the first cutting.) A third yellow also 
bloomed, being this time eight to nine inches and colored 
solid Indi<iln yellow. The petals were more pointed and 
more numerous than the other two hybrids. This flower 
wu named Discovery.' 

In 1982. F. Braun wrote a series of articles on 
Epiphyllum hybrids and their hybridizers in £pi News. 
On Fort and O'Barr he said. 

'The most prolific hybridizers of the last decade 
were undoubtedly Paul Fort and Garland O·Barr. They 
raised 984 hybrids and many unnamed pans of seedlings, 
including the best yellow Epiphyllum so far introduced. 
called Reward. To those unacquainted with the modem 
hybrids, the new varieties come as a considerable surprise. 
as in many cases the colorings are unique <ilnd the form fu 
superior to many of the old hybrids. Many of the flowers 
have ruffled petals and well defined bi and tri-colored 
blooms. Their white variety DoUy Madison is particularly 
outstanding and rem<ilins open for nearly a week. The 
nursery did not retain its plants but released them to 
commercial growers of EpiphyUums. They have disposed 
of their entire stock to private growel'$ of these plants and 
now do not have a single Epiphyllum left at their new 
home in Laguna. California. Persons acquiring the plants 
were the late Clark Malcho. Ed Stephens (late of the Blue 
Bird Nursery.) Sherman E. Beahm. Dr. H.S. Irwin. W. J. 
Hathaway of Long Beach. Mr. and Mrs. T.B. Hannon of 
Inglewood and finally. Holland.' 

Other Fort and O'Barr hybrids include Angel's 
Serenade. Asto de Oro, Astronaut. Autumn Glow. 
Balboa, Bengal, Black Satin. Blazon. Blossom Time. 
Blueray. Cherokee Chief. Clara Ann. Climax. Convent 
Garden. Corona Del Sol. Crowning Glory. Cup of 
Night, Dark Rapture. Dark Star. Desert Song. Excello. 
Fair Lassie. Farewell. Garland O'Barr. Golden HalVest. 
Golden Jubilee . Great Waltz. Grecian Urn. Haleakala. 
Honeycomb. Indian Love Call. Jersey Beauty. Jungle 
Queen, Kohinoor. lassie. Upstick. Marie Frances. May 
Fair. Moloch. Monastery Garden. Moonlight Sonata. 
My Dear. Nocturne. Paul L. Fort. Persian Garden. Polka 
Party. Precious, Princess Betty. Queen lsobella, Queen 
Victoria. Revelation. Rodeo . Rosa Rita, Rosy Fingers. 
Sarong. Show Boat, Spanish Gold. Spring Melody. 
Stormy Weather, Sugar Plum. True Love. Whirlibird. 
Wings of Song and Wonderful One. 
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tl'Maintain good grooming by eliminating 
unsightly and non-productive branches. This 
directs the plant's energy into the healthier 
branches which will produce stronger blooms 
next spring. 

tl"Protect plants from excessive direct 
sunlight. Although the end of summer is in 
sight, in Southern California we can still 
anticipate some very hot days. 

tl'Prevent soil from drying out. However, 
keep an eye on the humidity. Even though 
it may be very hot, too much watering 
during humid weather can contribute to root 
rot. Make sure there is air circulation 
around your pots. 

tl'Protect new growtb from wind damage. 
Hot, dry Santa Ana winds blow in September. 
Keep an eye on your plants during these 
days. 

tl'Give plants final feeding of a balanf;:ed 
fertilizer for tbe fall growing season. 

tl'Mist or bose down braoches to clean off 
dirt and pollutants. 

tl'Some die-back is natural in epis and fall is 
a season you'll see this along with some new 
growth. 

tl'Many species plants bud and bloom now. 
Remember to give them some fertilizer and 
don't move plants that are budding. 

tl'Watch for pests. Late summer and early 
fall is an active time for snails. During dry 
weather, snails and slugs are drawn to moist, 
potted plants. 
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Actually, this is a hybridizer's tip! 
Andrew Flower in Epiflora, newsletter for 

New Zealand's Wellington Epiphyllum and Hoya 
Society. reports that hybridizers can store pollen 
for at least a couple of months. He writes that 
cacti that flower weeks apart can be cross-polli­
nated - all you have to do is keep the pollen 
cool and dry. "That sounds easy if you say it 
quickly," he writes. "but there is a problem with 
the relative humidity (Le. , the amount of mois­
ture in the air relative to the temperature) in­
creasing as the temperature decreases." 

Accordingto Flower. the effective environ­
mental ranges for storing pollen from most plants 
are to-50 percent relative humidity and 32 0 to 
50'F. Wrap the pollen in a small piece of clean 
hard paper (not tissue paper) and store in the 
refrigerator for a couple days. Any longer, 
however, and mold and mildew will appear. 

"If you want to keep the pollen longer, 
you need to take steps to keep it dry. The 
official method is to store it in a desiccator over 
a moisture-absorbent material such as calcium 
chloride or sulfuric acid. The method I use is to 
scrape the pollen onto a small piece of paper 
(about two inches square) fold the paper around 
the pollen and place it in a small glass bottle 
with some absorbent matter, then put the bottle 
in the dairy compartment of the refrigerator .. .And 
don't use plastic containers. they are liable to 
produce toxic beasties which will destroy the 
pollen!" 

Flower recommends calcium chloride as a 
good absorbent material, or silica gel which is 
blue when dry and pink when saturated with 
moisture. Flower says you can replace the silica 
gel with dry crystals and dry the saturated ones 
out in the oven for reuse. 

Using this method. Flower has successfully 
hybridized bromeliads up to two months after 
collecting pollen. 
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V'Getwell wishes go to Elizabeth Glover who 
recently broke her ankle and required 
surgery. Elizabeth is home now and you can 
give her a call at 264-6769. 
V'"The San Diego Hoya Group will meet 
Sunday, September 18 at Rainbow Gardens. 
Potluck begins at noon with the food theme 
"Bring Your Own Main Dish BBQ." Topic for 
the meeting will be "How to Grow Those 
Hard-to-Grow Hoyas· by David Jones. 
V'SDES nametags must be purchased through 
our membership secretary, Ed Ross. Please 
see him at the next meeting to order yours. 
Nametags are S3.50 prepaid. 
V'Remember to mark Thursday, December I 
on your calendar for SDES' annual Awards 
Dinner. It will be held again this year at 
Tom Ham's lighthouse. More details in an 
upcoming Epi News. 
V'lf you're interested in volunteering for an 
officer or board member position, please call 
Rick Latimer at 697-6769. Rick is replacing 
George Plaisted as the chairman of the 
nominating committee. 
V'Reminder: Annual Wild Animal Park Garden 
Festival is scheduled for October 8 and 9. 
tlNext SDES board mee ting is Wednesday, 
September 28. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

~ry AlI~orth 

40270 Cr«n Me~ow Rd 
T~Ia. CA 92592 

l.oui~ Mill 
27694TawnshipliMiotd 
Malsqui B.C. V4V·1P5 
CaAada 
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In Memorial 
It is with sadness that we note the passing of two 

people who spent their lives raising and seUing epis and 
cacti·· Mrs. ' Cactus Pete" and Mr. David Grigsby. 

Cecelia Vinkemulder and her husband Pete were 
the well·known owners of Cactus Pete's Nursery. A past 
president of the EpiphyUum Society of America, Mrs . Pete 
lived her last years in Rosemead. CA. and actively main· 
tained a backyard overflowing with plants till her death at 
the age of 90. David Grigsby. owner of Grigsby Cactus 
Gardens in Vista, CA. passed away at the age of 74. 
following a long illness. He and his wife became famous 
for their many spectacular plants in outdoor beds. 
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£pi News is published monthly by San Diego 
Epiphyllum Society, Inc. Post Office Box 
126 127, San Diego, CA 92112-6127. 
Membership is S5.00 per person per year; 
international rate is S 12.00 per person. 
General meetings are held the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m .• in 
Room 101, Casa del Prado. Balboa Park. 


