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Phyllis Fiechsig guest speaker in November 
The bybridiur of the eDormousJy popular "Oowo" • 

Phyllis Flechsil. will be the pest speaker at tbe November 
9th SOES meetinl. Pbyllis will live a slide presentation on 
the EpipbyUum bybrids 
she has crossed over tbe 
yean. In addition to 
Oowu. l'ItyUis' regis ....... 
epis include Arturo. 
Flechsil's Flame, F1«bsig's 
S~, ForLou~. Heartb 
Fire. KinI 'S Ransom. 
Lucero. Madras Ribbon. 
lblft OrlDlH, md YelJ.owbird. 

GOOOIES usr 

October Meeting 
At the October 12th SDES business meetiq. 

Gladys Harpe' propo .... that the Soci.ty fund a bus 
trip. Several members Uke the idea; however. a 
specific trip was not agreed on. 

Wild Animal Park Coordinator. Pat Barrett. 
announced that we made 5454 at the WAP Carden 
Festival held October 8 and 9. Although attendance 
at this year's Garden Festival was slow, Pat said. "We 
made some new friends and there were a lot of great 
peopl •. " Pat thanlced eve!yOne who helped that 
weekend, especially those who were able to work 
both days. specificlllly Bob and Dot Min., who also 
helped set up in the morning and dose up at night. 
1'he next working party at the part< wiU be h.ld 
November 5. 

SDES wiD again participate in decorating a 
tree for Christmas on the Prado scheduled for 
December 2 and 3. Anyone in the Society is wekome 
to help decorate the tree. 
Pl .... can SDES I'n>sident 
Margaret P.thley at 484-

The dinner is scheduled (or Thursday. December I at 
Tom Ham's Lighthouse. Harbor Island. For more 
information. call Pat at 442-2404. 

SDES has been invited to participate in the 
reopening of the botanical building in Balboa Park on 
Saturday. November 19 from noon to 4 p.m. All 
groups are asked to provide 525 towards rent for a 
canopy. SDES membership voted to fund the 525. 

Margaret has received confinnation on our 
request for Casa del Prado rooms for our monthly 
meetings. workshops. and annual show. She also 
received a letter defining the use of the kitchen 
adjoining Room 101 . The letter stated that the 
kitchen cannot be exchtsively reserved by anyone and 
that it is to be used for food preparation only. not as 
an eatiq area. Each group is authorized to use only 
one shelf' in the refrigerator per event on a daily basis 
only. All groups are to use coolers if aU their 
refrigerated food does not fit on one shelf. In 
essence the letter said that the kitchen is a 
community kitchen and that aU must share it. 

Guest speaker for the eveniq was Chuck 
Everson who showed beautiful slides of the Cactus 
and Succulent Society's trip to San Miguel de Allende. 
Mexico and the mountains of San Luis Potosi. The 
highlight of thei' adventure was being the first 
·outsiders- allowed to see two newly discovered cacti 
growing in their native habitat. 

Chuclc wrapped up the ... ning with a special 
treat: showing slides of epis named after memben of 
the Society. 1'hey included Fern Ia Borde. Big Buddy. 

Vera Jean. Meda. Madeline. 
Pat Barrett. Roy Banett. 
Dorothy C. Thorpe. Gladys 

4189 to volunteer. 
As Awards Banquet 

Coordinator. Pat Barrett 
announced that tickets are 
now on sale. You can buy 
them at the November 
meetiq or through the 
mail. Tickets are 510 per 
member and 520 for non­
member guests. (Members 
must have joined the 

Apple, Seeds and Seven Year:f 
Harper, Leona A. Juana, Mr 
C. Secretaiy Eva Clover. 
Bos'n Hartford. Rosa Maria. 
lois Burke. Gene Lund. 
Velma F. Bob Grimshaw. 
jeannie G. George French. 
Elinor Victoria latimer. 
johnny's Choice, jeanny. 
Norwood. Marga. Piland's 
Pride. Flechsig's Flame. 

Society prior to October 1.) 

The November 9th workshop wiD 
cover epi seeds and waiting seven years. The 
workshop is held every month prior to our 
regular meeting. It starts at 7 p.m. and lasts 
about 25 minutes. It's free and open to all 
members and guests. It is held in Room 104. 
directly aaoss the courtyard from our meeting 
room. 

Uncle SUm. Mims T., Petey 
Kelly and Rainbow 
Gardens. 
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Balboa Park Botanical Bldg to reopen 
The San Diego Epiphyllum Society will be 

participating in the opening celebration ofthe Balboa 
Park Botanical Building on Saturday, November 19 
from noon to 4 p.m. We will have a table with 
literature and photographs and whatever few epi 
blooms members may be able 'to bring in. A ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the 80tanicaiBuilding is planned 
for 1 p.m. 

Plants, art, music and refreshments will all be 
part of the reopening and the public is invited to this 
free event. Plant societies will be displaying and 
selling plants. Experts from each group will be on 
hand to answer questions. Free tours of the history 
and horticulture of Balboa Park will be given every 
half hour starting at noon. 

Artists from Spanish Village will set up 
displays on the lawn around the Botanical Building 
featuring MArt of the Park- (art featuring Balboa Park 
gardens and buildings) for show and sale. Music will 
be provided and refreshments will be available. 

The Balboa Park Botanical Building. which 
houses pennanent and seasonal plant displays was 
closed for reconstruction in February 1993. The cost 
of the project was 532 t.ooo and included 
replacement and reinforcement of the steel arch 
framework and the concrete and steel arch bases. 
along with selective lath replacement. 

For the first time in decades. four spindles 
that were part of the original building were 
reattached to the top dome and the building was 
painted. Currently the Park and Recreation staff is 
busy renovating the display beds with new soil. 
irrigation systems and plant installations. 

The Botanical Building. along with the 
adjacent lily Pond. was built for the 1915 Panama­
California Exposition. This exposition was often 
referred to as the "Carden Fair" because of the 
extensive landscaping that was the beginning of the 
Balboa Park gardens as we know them today. 

Alfred D. Robinson. a founder of the San 
Diego Floral Association and fonner editor of 
California GtJrden magazine first excited exposition 
promoters about the possible construction of the 
Botanical Building. It was designed by Carleton M. 
Winslow and is still one of the largest lath structures 
in the world. The building is 250 feet long, 75 feet 
wide and its center is 60 feet tall. The original design 

included a glass greenhouse on the north side which 
was removed during the last major renovation in the 
1950's, 

Open free to the public six days a week 
(closed on Thursdays), the Botanical Building 
entertains and educates hundreds of visitors and 
students each day. The horticulture collection 
includes about 1.200 tropical and flowering plants 
and is maintained by the City of San Diego Park and 
Recreation Department. 

In 1995 the Botanical Building celebrates its 
80th birthday with a solid renovation and newly 
planted display beds to cany it into the next century. 

SDES 
At1t1wal AWArbS BAt1'llotet 

At1b 
lt1ftA11AtiOt1 of Officers 

De<:embn 1. 1994 

1>1"""" 11'."" 
Cocktail •• :J" 1'."'. 

Tom HA",·. liShtko><.., 
HA,.bor I.lam. 

Mcm""". $1"."" 
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.,,;'Watch weather reports for freezing 
temperatures. In areas that freeze, plants 
can be protected for a short period with 
newspaper, but plastic sheeting will provide 
more durable protection. 
.,;'If epis are subjected to bail, rinse the ice 
off immediately. Prolonged contact with ice 
can damage the plants more than the impact . 
.,;'Protect against strong winds. Plants in 
hanging pots are subject to broken branches 
as they bump into other pots or are knocked 
to the ground . 
.,,;'Withbold fertilizers as plants become semi­
dormant . 
.,..,Avoid over watering. Epis require less 
watering during the cool. rainy season. 
.,,;'Winter rains are good for epis. Collect 
rainwater in opaque containers and cover 
containers to keep debris out . Don't let pots 
on benches sit in puddles of water. 
...... Continue to keep an eye on snails and 
slugs . 
...... Keep plants and containers free of debris. 
...... Moni[Or plants for root fungus diseases. 
Discoloration of branches just above the soil 
level may well indicate problems below the 
soil. 
...... Check fruit for ripeness. 

(J~~~~~TOAND VARlmf$ 
WHOLfSALE!1IfTAIL 

Send U.OO For Catalog To: 
P.O. Box 710443 
Santee, CA 92072 

(619) 448-2540 
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Garden Festival held Oct 8-9 
The Wild Animal Park's Garden Festival held 

October 8 and 9 was a bit disappointing compared to 
last year's. It didn' t have good attendance. and so 
made for a couple of very slow days. How slow was 
it? One unfortunate woman approached to ask a 
simple question and was besieged by five of us all 
trying to answer itl Even so. we made $454 in 
cutting sales. 

A few epi blooms were brought for display: 
Jennifer Ann. Piland's Pride. Harald Knebel. Pegasus . 
Fiesta Time and Virginia Strong. Of special interest 
was a small delicate white blossom George French 
brought in from the cactus, Eccremocactus imitain. 
George said he has had this plant for 15 years and 
this is the first time it's bloomed. 

Pat Barrett, WAP coordinator. thanks everyone 
who came out to help: George and Madeline French. 
Uoyd and Penny Haney. Nate and Dorothy Ogdon. Cy 
Hegerich. Phil Peck. Gus and Marge Schlapfer. Pat 
Neal, Margaret Pethley, and Robert Sommers. Pat 
extends a special thank you to Dot and Bob Miller 
who were there first thing both mornings to set up 
and didn't leave until everything was done and put 
away . 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Mary Crowell 
2C() Carmelo Lane 
South San Francisco. CA 94080 

jean Geary 
13371 Gideon Court 
Lakeside. CA 92040 

June Lawhorn 
4742 Wendell Street 
San Diego. CA 92105 

Noell.eary 
10943 Ironwood Road 
Sin DieJo. CA 92131 

Sara 05waJd 
4314 Mt. Castle Avenue 
San Diego. CA 92117 

Georgie Murphy 
P.O. Box 41 I 
Cottage Grove. OR 97424 

Pamela Rahkola 
545 Wildwood Avenue 
Birchwood. MN 55 110 
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Dear Editor, 
I wanted to let you know how much I appreciate receiving £pi News. I have only been growing epi 

hybrids for the past cwo years and I'm still learning the ropes. I am particularly interested in the work of 
current hybridizers. and have found that your newsletter provides more information about them and their work 
than anything I have been able to find here . I also really enjoy the colour photos and would like to contribute 
the money enclosed to the photo fund . 

Don, 

Sincerely. 
Don Baxter 
21 Grandview Ave . 
Toronto, M4K-IJ1 
Canada 

Thank you for your donation and your compliments on £pi News. While the SD£S board voted to pay for three 
color covers in J 994 out of general funds, all other color photos are paid for by donations. Each color cover costs 
approximately S J 00, in addition to the regular costs of printing the newsletter. Many of our guest speakers have donated 
their speakingfus to the cofor photo fund, as have several Mother's Day Show judges. Through the generosity of many 
memberi, we'fI have a record seven color rovers this year. 

Dear Editor, 
Since joining SDES in June. I haven't been able as yet to attend a meeting. I want to trade. or se ll. 

cuttings and plants. I have many of the original of the species Epiphyllum strictum. A friend of mine had the 
plant for 10 or 12 years before giving it to me in 1959. Since then I have propogated many plants from it. 

I've been a Master Gardener for many years and do volunteer work at UCR Botanic Gardens, especially 
in propogating. My husband has no interest in gardening - that's okay. then there's no conflict! He is starting 
to build me a large roofed lath house for my epis . which will be great : 

Any help you can offer will be much appreciated . If anyone of the members would want to come to 
Riverside. to trade cuttings or buy potted ones. that would be welcome - bring some cuttings or plants! 

Epis I have: E. strictum, Space Rocket. Bridesmaid. Lee-Shades-Lavender, Angulier (all enough to trade), 
and also have Loebneri, Honeycomb. Grace Ann. Orange Bowl. Laura. Madras Ribbon , Peach Magic, Padre, Quest 
for Fire, Leobneri and quite a few Nno names" (mostly shades of pink). 

I'm trying to acquire more colors than I have now. 
Thanking you in advance. 

Since rely. 
Grace Pemett-Lorenz 
7732 Westpark Drive 
Victo ria Heights 
Riverside , Ca 92506 
(909) 780-9010 
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1teHc4- at ..,~ 
tIThe November meeting is when we vote on 
new officers-be sure to attend and cast your 
vote. A reminder: One of the four people 
up for Board of Directors is up for a one 
year tenn only (all others are two-year 
tenns) . That is George Plaisted who has 
been nominated to fulfill Phil Peck's 
remaining year on the board. Phil has 
volunteered to fill the 1st Vice President 
position. 
tIThe 1st Vice President is the one who's in 
charge of scheduling guest speakers for our . 
monthly meetings. Phil is already looking fO.r 
new and interesting speakers. If you have a 
suggestion, please give Phil a call at 491-
9495. Or you can write to him at 3994 
Alabama St .• S.D. 92104. 
"'Remember there will be no regular monthly 
meeting in December. Instead we have our 
Awards Dinner on Thursday, December 1 at 
Tom Ham's Lighthouse. 
tIThe Board of Directors voted not to hold 
board meetings in November and December 
due to the holidays. The next scheduled 
board meeting will be Wednesday, January 
25. 
"'Enclosed with your Epi News this month is 
our membership directory. Please check 
your address and phone number for any 
errors. Your membership expiration date is 
also shown. 
"'Gary Ware, editor of the San Francisco 
Epiphyllum Society newsletter, SFESjournal, 
is hoping to identify a favorite epi that has 
Dclear ·tomato red with faint pink outline" 
blooms. A photo and description of the epi 
will be on display at the November meeting. 
Maybe someone can help him out. 
"'Deadline for December £pi News is 
November 19. 
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SAN DIEGO EPIPHYlliJM SOCIETI. INC. 
OFFICERS 

President: Margaret Pethley 
14426 Callt Nub/ado 

Son Ditgo, CA 91129-38/1 
(619) 4844189 

1st Vice President: Rick Latimer 
2nd Vice President: Chuck Spencer 
Recording Secretary: Jeanne Roth 

Treasurer: George Plaisted 
Corresponding Secretary: 

Donna Couchman 
Membership Secretary: Ed Ross 

Directors: 
Pat Barrett, Bob Miller 
Dot Miller. Leona Ross 

Jeannette Dutton. Phil Peck 
Editor: Patricia Neal 
2521 Murroy Ridgt Rood 

Son Ditgo. CA 92123-3450 
619-565'()340 

Epi News is published monthly by San Diego 
Epiphyllum Society. Inc. Post Office Box 
126127. San Diego. CA 92112·6127. 
Membership is SS .OO per person per year; 
international rate is S 12.00 per person. 
General meetings are held the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m., in 
Room 101. Casa del Prado, Balboa Park. 

HOLIDAY 
CACTUS 

Worldwide specialists in 64 named 
varieties' Tha best in Christmas/Easter 
Cactus + Orchid Cactus. Send $2.00 ($4.00 
for fo,eign requests) for 77-page plant l 
bOOkstlop catalogs-over 200 color photOS!! 

RAINBOW GARDENS 
"FLOWERING JUNGLE CACTI" 

1444 E. Taylor Sl Visla. CA 
WIN / It\C.*- 92084 


