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Garden caravan attracts large group

The San Diego Epiphyllum Society Garden
Caravan on May 21 started out at the Clairemont
home of Don and Judy Francis. Approximately 60
people visited five different gardens located
throughout the county. Apart from Rainbow
Gardens relatively few epis were in bloom, but it
was an interesting and informative day as we
checked out how others grow and display epis.
In addition, we saw other plants and flowers and
got to know fellow SDES members better.

Don and Judy’s extensive epi collection is
displayed in several hillside lath houses, as well
as on their large outdoor deck and along
pathways to the lath houses. While enjoying
coffee, cocoa, tea and rolls, members strolled
through the houses. In bloom at the Francis’ was
Meda, Pink Flamingoes, Golden Harvest, Argus
and Pat Barrett.

Second stop on the tour was the home of
Ed Lucero and Chuck Spencer. Wooden lath
surrounds their attractive small back yard that
features a swimming pool and covered patio. Epis
are displayed along the lath walls, as well as a
narrow walkway beside the house. They had a
few epis in bloom -- Lady Ruffles, Indian Blaze,
and Kyoko. A rare epi named Pheasant was in
bud and its neon blue petal edges were
tantalizing.

Robert and Leslie Sommers' remote home
near Fallbrook was the third stop. Although no
epis were blooming, members enjoyed walking
through his unique epi house - a quonset hut
covered with shadecloth. Along with great
mountain views, Robert and Leslie have several

garden beds and an extensive fruit orchard and
we appreciated all the fruit we were encouraged
to pick and take home.

An optional stop was the home of John
and Martha Weston and just about everyone took
the option. John's grandmother grew epis and
he has continued her method of potting epi
cuttings in used tin cans and then planting the
cans into larger pots. As the cuttings root in
their small cans, the cans disintegrate in about
two years. The rusting can adds its elements to
the soil and the epis end up in a bigger pot
without being disturbed by replanting. John and
Martha's well-kept garden features a variety of
cacti and succulents, as well as fruit trees which
they shared with us.

The final stop on the tour was Rainbow
Gardens where we had a delicious barbeque and
wandered through their extensive lath houses to
see the many epi blooms and picking out new
purchases. Rainbow had many epis in bloom.
Most notable were grafts with variegated blooms
of Compari and Three Oranges.

My apologies for the newsletter being so late and
so short! In late June | got a staph infection in my right
hand, so was out of commission for several days. | thought
it'd be back to normal after a long-planned trip to South
Dakota, but while the infection seems to be gone the
knuckle where the infection occurred is still sore and swollen
- 50 I'm doing as little typing as possible. The newsletter
should be back in its regular length next month.

- Pat Neal, editor
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Hummingbird rescuers were hit in June
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June meeting

For those who
attended the June 14th
meeting, our guest speaker turned out to be one of
the best -- Marion Stacey, a Chula Vista resident who
has dedicated her life to rescuing hummingbirds.
Accompanied by her daughter Susan, the senior bird
keeper at the San Diego Zoo, and about 40 baby
hummingbirds, Marion entertained us with anecdotes
about her experiences and educated us on caring for
hummingbirds.

Marion became involved with helping these
tiny birds about 15 years ago. She talked about the
hummingbird varieties commonly seen in southern
California, the birds' nesting habits and the males’
tendency towards territorial fighting.

The birds arrive at the Stacey residence in
various ages and conditions -- from tiny ophaned
babies to adults who have been injured or are ill.
Hummingbirds must feed frequently throughout the
day starting at 6:30 a.m. through 8:30 p.m., which is
why all the babies joined us for our meeting -- their
last feeding for the day was during the meeting. At
night, the birds go into a torpor state or deep sleep.
The Stacey's use a special hummingbird food solution
obtained through the San Diego Zoo. They also
collect banana peels to breed fruit flies for the birds.

The adult hummingbirds in the Stacey’s care
become "nannies" to the babies who learn their
hummingbird ways such as finding food and territorial
behavioral by observing the
adults.

The special
solution they get through
the Zoo is not available for
purchase to the public.
The Stacey’s recommend
using white sugar in a
solution of one part sugar
to four parts water and no
food coloring.
Hummingbird feeders

Fertilizing epis

Workshop coordinator Gus Schlapfer To
will talk about when and how to fertilize epis
at the July 12 workshop. Our workshops are
held at 7 p.m. in Room 104 directly across
from Room 101 where we hold our meetings.
Workshops last approximately 25 minutes.

Hummingbirds
Rescue - Raise - Release

Marion Stacey
(619) 420-5156

Susan Stacey
(619) 585-9589

week (say every Sunday and Wednesday). Sugar
water that is left too long will spoil and develop a
fungus which destroys the tongue and membranes in
the birds’ mouths. This will kill them.

If you find an orphaned or injured
hummingbird, call Marion at 420-5156. Donations can
be mailed to Marion Stacey, 775 Fig Avenue, Chula
Vista, CA 91910.

Due to the baby hummingbirds' bedtime, our
guest speaker was first on the agenda. After a break
and an opportunity for everyone to see the babies up
close and talk with Marion and her daughter Susan,
the business meeting held.

Show chairman Don Francis thanked everyone
for helping at the show and sale. "What made the
show so successful was you," he commented.

Assistant show chairman Marge Schlapfer
extended thanks to everyone who brought cuttings.
The excellent quality of plants and cuttings that were
brought in enhanced our sales tremendously. She
gave special thanks to Vern Hook who brought in
1,300 cuttings and to Ken Britt who not only brought
Aporophyllum cuttings, but
also ran home to make
cuttings of Golden Prince
after it won the top award
on the Society's table.
top off an
exceptionally good night,
June's meeting was
virtually another mini-show
as dozens of beautiful
blossoms were brought in
for display.
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Yow co the Time

vMist plants. With the hot summer weather,
occasional misting or spraying is beneficial. Do
not allow soil to completely dry out. Smaller
pots need watering more often than large ones.
Clay pots will also need watering more often than
plastic ones. Best time to water is early moming
or evening; do not water during the hottest part
of the day.

v/Fertilize plants that have completed their
blooming cycle with slow release nitrogen
fertilizer such as 5-10-10. Do not overfeed. Too
much fertilizer can burn the roots.

+v/Remove spent blooms and unwanted apples.
Cut off about 4 inch above areola to prevent
damage to areola.

+ Transplant to larger containers the plants that
are outgrowing their pots. For instance,
transplant 4 inch pots into one gallon containers
and the one gallon pots into two gallon. Mature
plants that have been in large containers for a
couple years can benefit from "potting on," when
the plant is removed from the container and
fresh potting mix and plant are put back into the
same container. Do not water for a week after
repotting.

+/Plant new cuttings.

v/Protect epis from summer sun with shade
cloth, lath houses or under the dappled shade of
trees.

vEnsure air circulation around epis by not
crowding them too closely together. However,
strong, dry Santa Ana winds can be harmful and
plants will need wind protection, as well as more
humidity.

+/If you want to try grafting, now is a good time.
Use established but viable newer cutting and be
sure the cambium layers are matched for
optimum growth. Also make sure your cactus
pad is well rooted.

+/Plants that have grown long branches should
be in hanging baskets or trellised. The branches
will be healthier if they're not laying on the
ground or a shelf.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Wanda Alessio
1800 Naramca Avenue
El Cajon, CA 92019

Muriel Allison
2229 La Amatista Road
Del Mar, CA 92014

Barbara Alvarez
P.O. Box 2727

Huntington Beach, CA 92647-0727

Stefanie Cabatu
1937 Ridgewood Drive
San Diego, CA 92139

Alberta Dunbar
4486 40th Street
San Diego, CA 92116

Joy Fink
4128 Acacia Avenue #813

Norco, CA 91760-1204

Margaret Harris
3345 Beech Street
San Diego, CA 92102-1642

Melvin Horstman
3950 Aragon Drive
San Diego, CA 92115

Lester Land
3045 North Evergreen Street
San Diego, CA 92110

Mark Leff
3111 Quiet Hills Place
Escondido, Ca 92029-7307

Chanda Manker
3650 Roselawn Avenue
San Diego, CA 92105

Carol Myers
1150 Cleo Court
Escondido, CA 92027

David Rix

54B Murhill

Limpley Stoke, Bath
Avon, BA36HG, England

Helen Sebestyen
4372 Tecumseh Way
San Diego, CA 92117

Patricia Smith
2841 Dove Street
San Diego, CA 92103

Dr. Margrit Speas -
11238 Calle Dario
San Diego, CA 92126

Esther Steckelberg
5915 Lake Murray Blvd.
La Mesa, CA 91942:2508

Dan Taylor
199 El Camino Way
Claremont, CA 91711

Kathryne Turner
5757 College Avenue #C
San Diego, CA 92120

Phil Vincelett
2954 Sage View Drive
Alpine, CA 91901

Kennth Wise
8726 Jackie Drive
San Diego, CA 92119-1417

Rose Wise
8726 Jackie Drive
San Diego, CA 92119-1417
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