San Diego Epiphgllum Society, Tuc.

August 1996

Volume 21, Number 8

An afternoon with...

Dick Kohlschreiber

The winner of this year's President's Choice
for the George French Award, Dick Kohlschreiber, may
not be well-known to the majority of our members as
he lives in San Pedro and we don't see him in San
Diego very often, but he is an influential and
enthusiastic epi supporter whose dedication has
contributed to the success of all epi societies.

In addition to being editor of the South Bay
Epiphyllum Society’s newsletter, The Epi-Gram, Dick
spent countless months updating the latest edition of
the Epiphyllum Society of America's Epiphyllum
Directory. At EpiCon V at Huntington Gardens, ESA
presented Dick with an honorary lifetime
membership; a well-deserved recognition for his many
years' of volunteering and educating members of all
the epi societies.

His home in San Pedro is only six blocks from
the Pacific Ocean and on a clear day you get a
fantastic view of Santa Catalina Island. Dick's yard is
packed with plants -- 500 Epiphyllums, 100 Rhipsalis,
dozens of echeverias, hybrid aloes, holiday cacti and
dahlias, not too mention the dozens of epiphytic
species enjoying the shade of a huge olive tree.

"l probably like the Rhipsalis more than any of
them," Dick remarked. "l wish | had each of the
different species; although I'm not missing more than
about 15." Dick has hung a "wall" of Rhipsalis plants
along the windows of his enclosed back porch -
creating a lovely curtain with their varying lengths
and sizes.

A retired veterinarian who still puts in
Saturdays at the clinic, Dick's interest in horticulture
began after he moved to Southern California and a
friend got him interested in bromeliads and orchids.
After filling up his apartment balcony with plants, he

bought his house in San Pedro in 1968. He then
started growing dahlias and echeverias. He
discovered epis in the late 70's or early 80's.

“A friend of mine, Maidie Martin, was involved
with ESA and she got me started with epis,” he
commented. "She used to tell a story about how she

“and a couple of her friends would take a bus or

trolley to Pasadena to Beahm's or Coolidge's nurseries
and they would buy one cutting for about 75 cents
and then divide it between them."

Dick’s epis hang three deep under the eaves
in front and along the side of his house. However,
the majority hang at the back of the house where
they are several rows deep. Below them are shelves
with new cuttings and his collection of echeverias and
aloes along the outside edges of the benches. The
majority of his species are distributed throughout the
branches of a large olive tree he planted years ago.

"I fertilize at least twice a year with granule
fertilizer. In June and September | use a 20-5-5. |
don't use very much - a heaping half teaspoon to a
gallon-size pot. In January or February I use 2-10-10,"
Dick explained.

"When [ fertilize | take each plant down, clean
it up, balance them if needed and | inventory when
I'm fertilizing. | often move plants around; if they're
not doing well in one area I'll put it in another."

When Dick pots up new epi cuttings, he
usually waits a month before watering. "They really
don't have much of a root system for a while. If
you're not sure they're rooted, it’s better to wait. Of
course, | get a lot of humidity here, being only six
blocks from the coast." In addition, his cuttings are
on benches underneath the mature hanging epis, so

continuned on page 3
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August program to be a surprise

The program for the
August 14th SDES monthly
meeting was unknown at
print time.

On the agenda for
the August business meeting
is forming a nomination
committee for next year's
officers.

July meeting
Our July 10th
business meeting saw one of
our rare animated
discussions.  While we're
usually in a mostly unanimous
mood considering business
matters, the one focusing on
the funding of the color
photos for the cover of Epi
News got a little heated. In
the past, the color photos
were mostly funded by
members' donations,although

a couple years ago the board voted to include the cost of

GOODIES LIST
Bonnie von Wagner
Mary-Alice Buaas
Helen Sebestyen

two to three color covers in with the newsletter's annual
budget. Some members felt that the donations were made
by the same few people every year and that was a little
unfair for the same people to be making most of the
contributions while others never contributed. With our
treasury in such good shape, some members felt the
Society should no longer depend on these contributions

and pay for the color photos out of Society's fund. After
debating the issue and putting it to a vote, members in

Plant diseases

Workshop coordinator Dick Chadwick
will talk about plant diseases at the August
14th workshop. Workshops are held at 7 p.m.
in Room 104 directly across from Room 101
where we hold our business meetings.
Workshops last approximately 25 minutes.
Business meetings start at 7:30 p.m.

attendance voted to fund the
color photos from the
Society's treasury with the
stipulation that use of a color
cover is up to the discretion
of the newsletter editor.
Guest speaker for the
July meeting was Chuck
Everson of Rainbow Gardens.
He recently purchased new
camera gear and put to use
the tips we've gotten from
presentations by professional
photographers.

Teems of Tuterest

+/Dr. Alfred Lau is scheduled to speak at the Palomar Cactus and Succulent meeting on September 28. The meeting
begins at 12:45 p.m. at the Joslyn Senior Center. If you plan to attend, please call Eleanor Hewitt at (619) 753-3651
so they can plan for a larger audience, if necessary. The San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society newsletter lists
the address as 724 N. Broadway, Escondido. However, I've attended iris society meetings at the Joslyn Senior
Center at 18402 West Bernardo Road on the south shore of Lake Hodges. I called Eleanor to check, but she's out
of town for a couple weeks.

+/Ron Kandt and Randall Weidner who handle our sales table at each meeting would like to extend a special thank
you to member Jane Stoddard for bringing in more than 100 cuttings and plants for the sales table last month.
Everyone's welcome to bring in cuttings or plants for either the sales table or the raffle table. It doesn't have to
be a hundred either - just one or two is always welcome.

+/SDES member Henry Raphael recently suffered an accident in his home. His wife, Elsie, says he was badly injured
and would welcome hearing from friends. You can visit Henry at the Health Care Center, Pacific Region, 3884
Novell Drive, Room 201A, or drop him a card at his home address: 2545 Loring Street, San Diego, CA 92109-2363.
¢/ The species plants at the Wild Animal Park's Epiphyllum House have put on quite a show this year. For instance,
in mid July the Saturday moming work party found Epiphyllum grandilobum with three open flowers with another
eight large buds. Species can be spectacularly beautiful when they have the room to grow and flower. We are
fortunate to have several gorgeous species on display. Unfortunately, being night-bloomers, the flowers are usually
gone by the time visitors get to the Epi House. However, we've discovered that most of the flowers are still
looking good by the time the Park opens and some actually still looked good until noon. So put this on your
calendar for next summer - hit the Epi House as soon as the Park opens and check on the species (most of them
are hanging just inside the front entrance and the rest hang by the back entrance).
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Dick Kohlschreiber...

continued from page 1
they get water run off when the mature plants are watered.

Like the majority of us, Dick can't name one
favorite epi. 'l really like the pastels such as French
Lipstick over the really bright shades.’

As Dick has been in charge of registering new
hybrids as well as updating the directory, he is familiar
with a lot of the advances in epi hybridization. In addition
to the unique color combinations of Clown and Sakurahime
which have become extremely popular, he feels there have
been a few crosses that have proven to be exceptional.

‘1 still think one of the best overall crosses ever
made was Wressey Cocke's crosses of Tassel and Ruby
Snowflake which produced American Sweetheart, Pink
Plumes, Epi Society, Hot'n Spicy, African Queen and others.
There are still some plants from that cross that haven't
béen named.”

There's another cross that's produced well -- Bob
Grimshaw's Ruby Snowflake x American Sweetheart which
produced My-o-My, the flower that won Dick the George
French award at our Mother's Day Show.

"Bob Grimshaw gave the seed to Wressey Cocke
who raised it," Dick explained. "Unfortunately the old
directory only gave credit to Mr. Cocke. That's been
corrected in the new directory; it's now listed as GRIM/WC
(HST). The newly registered Perfect Moment is also from
that cross, as is the epi named Ethel Hurst. Both crosses
are good growers, bloom a lot, and have lots of petals.

"George French's Tele x Jennifer Ann cross is also
a great crosee - one of George's best," he continued.
“That produced Calisto, Tele Ann, Martha Ellen, Masada,
Willow Wand, and White Splendor.*

When Dick started updating the directory, he
knew there were a lot of mistakes. "There were a lot | was

Voo co the Time

+/Groom plants. Remove dried up or scarred
foliage. Keep debris out of branches and
containers.

/Protect plants from extreme sun and wind.
+/Monitor humidity. Mist when necessary.
/Do not let soil dry out.

v/Protect developing fruit. Some birds love to
eat them.

v Bait for snails and slugs.

aware of but | was not aware of the full extent of them,"
he said. The more involved he got, the more he found to
correct. And he had help. "We had epi experts from all
over -- three in England, three in Canada, one in Germany,
one in Australia, as well as people in the U.S. For instance,
Eckhard Maier and Rudi Dorsch worked on the German.
About half the German names were spelled wrong and
many German hybridizers weren't given credit.’

Dick pointed out other changes that have been
made in the new directory: "Some Monmonier hybrids had
been attributed to Poindexter, so we cleared those up.
Cactus Pete had quit registering his hybrids after a
disagreement with ESA, so we've added a lot of his, but we
don't have them all yet. We changed a lot of the
descriptions on the Fort and O'Barr hybrids. Some of the
descriptions were the complete opposite of the flower.
Greg Balvin did a lot of work on that.

‘I had been told that ESA had based the original
directory on old catalog descriptions,' he commented, "and
up until the last six months before the directory was
reprinted | was under that illusion, but looking through the
old catalogs myself | discovered that was not true. There
are a lot of very thorough descriptions in the old catalogs
that never made it into the directory. Some flowers were
attributed to the nurseries instead of the hybridizer. So
that's what has to be done now -- research through all the
old catalogs and update the directory accordingly.’

This dedication to getting it right is what makes
Dick invaluable to all epi lovers. How many of us would
have volunteered to research and update a list of almost
10,000 epis? "l know most people don't feel that strongly
about the directory, but if | have something in print, | want
to able to believe it's correct.”

He gives Myron Kimnach credit for making the
new directory the valuable research tool it is. "I'm really
pleased with the species list. You can’t find another place
in the world where there’s such a complete listing. [ really
hope people use it."

He applies this same criteria to The Epi-Gram.
Throughout his newsletter, he talks about his experiences
with his plants, the experiences of others who correspond
with him and constantly passes on new information,
clarification, tidbits, anything to keep readers up-to-date.

The Epi-Gram is available in our SDES library for
members to read. If you'd like to subscribe to it, you can
join the South Bay Epiphyllum Society. Membership is $6
per person. Write to SBES, 1801 West 27th Street, San
Pedro, CA 90732-4601.
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Antique epis
que epi

At the annual Epiphyllum Society of America flower show, ESA has three categories for older
epi flowers: Dowager Queen, Best Standard and Best Heritage flowers.

To be eligible for the Dowager Queen award, an epi hybrid variety must be known to have
existed prior to 1900. A Best Heritage flower is one that is that is known to have existed since 1900
but prior to the founding of ESA in 1940. Best Standard applies to an Epiphyllum hybrid that is
included on the list of Epiphyllum Hybrid Standards as designated by ESA in 1940.

Each of the three lists will be run in an Epi News so that you can see if you have any in your
collection. We start with the ESA Standards, the shortest of the three lists. The lists for Dowager
Queen and Best Heritage will be run later; both of which are lengthy.

At this spring’s show, Peacockii won the Best Standard award and Conway’s Giant won Dowager
Queen. Apparently the Best Heritage was not awarded as it is not listed with the winners in ESA's
newletter.

ESA Standards

Adonis

Agatha

Amber Queen
Argus

Autumn

Belgica

Bella

Brilliant

Cathay

Conway’s Giant
Cooperi

Corrine

Dante

Deliciosus
Desert Sunrise
Deutsche Kaiserin
Eden

Etoile de Contich
Fiesta

Flaming Wine
Flor del Sol
Fortuna

Francois Verhaert
Gloria

Hermosus
Imperator
Imperatrice
Inner Glow

Jenkinsonii
Joseph de Laet
Kermesinus Magnus
Kinchinjunga
Latona

Lilacinus
Lohengrin

Lotus Lantern
Madame Sallier
Magnolia

Maria van Hoorde
Niobe

Padre

Peacockii
Poinsettia
Rosetta

Roseus Superbus
Sacuntala

Scarlet Giant
Scheherazade
Sun Goddess
The Lord

Triomphe de Gubberville

Triumph des Anthieux
Valencia

Vive Rouge
Wanda

William de Laet
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Second Annual
Photo Contest

It's time for our second annual photo contest. Last year was our first try for this
type of contest. We received a lot of good entries and John Sage won with his photo of
Pixie Plum. This year should be even better because we've had the opportunity to leam
from a couple of pros — San Diego Zoo's head photographer Ron Garrison gave a how-to
photography presentation at one of our monthly meetings and professional photographer
Dan Taylor gave a more thorough demonstration at EpiCon V. We can't wait to see what

7
1
N
i
. .
I you send in!
i
i
i
i
\\

Here are the rules: l
¢’WHO: This contest is open to any amateur photographer who is a member of
the San Diego Epiphyllum Society. The photo must have been taken by the submitting I
member.
+/SUBJECT: Any color photo of single or multiple Epiphyllum blooms in which the |
epi is the primary subject matter.
+/SPECIFICATIONS: Only unframed color prints will be accepted of a size no larger l
than 5"x7". Please include the negative. (Sorry no slides are accepted. If the success of
our photo contest grows, we may expand categories. If you have a slide you'd like to l
enter, you can get an interneg and print made to enter.) Negatives will be returned after .
the contest. } ' )
¢’ENTRIES: Members can enter up to two (2) photos each. Please print on the
back the name of the epi (each must be correctly identified), your name, and address.
SDES will not be responsible for loss or damage to photos.
¢’DEADLINE: All entries must be received by October 15, 1996.
¢/JUDGING: Entries will be judged on the basis of photographic quality and
creativity. Judges' decision will be final.
AWARDS: Awards will be given to 1st. 2nd and 3rd places. Honorable mentions
may be given at the discretion of the judges. In addition to the winning photo appearing
on the December cover of Epi News, gift certificates will be awarded as follows: 1st-$25,
2nd-$15, and 3rd-$10.
¢ WINNERS ANNOUNCED: Winners will be announced at the annual SDES Awards
and Recognition Banquet in December and in the December Epi News.
¢/SUBMIT: Bring your entries to the SDES meeting or mail to:
Cy Hegerich, Photo Contest Chairman
5550-2 Renaissance Avenue
San Diego, CA 92122
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SAN DIEGO EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY, INC. OFFICERS

President: Phil Peck
P.0. Box 632911
San Diego, CA 92163
(619) 491-9495
Ist Vice President: Robert Sommers
2nd Vice President: Don Francis
Recording Secretary: Milt Tuner
Treasurer: Margaret Pethley
Corresponding Secretary: Marge Schlapfer
Membership Secretary: Pat Sage
Director: Ken Britt
Director: Greg Balvin
Director: Cy Hegerich
Director: Randall Weidner
Director: Mike Koch
Editor: Patricia Neal
2521 Murray Ridge Road

San Diego, CA 92123-3450
(619) 565-0340

Epi News is published monthly by San Diego Epiphyllum Society, Inc. Post Office Box 126127, San
Diego, CA 92112-6127. Membership is $5.00 per person per year; international rate is $12.00 per

person. General meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m., in Room 101,
Casa del Prado, Balboa Park.
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