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End of term notes
fm President Peck
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New president talks
about goals for '97

Please see page 5

1996 photo contest
results announced

Please see page 4

Winterizing epis

Please see pages 6 & 7

Now is the Time

Please see page 4

Items of Interest

Please see page 8

"Lights! Cameras! Epis!

A Salute to Hollywood Movies"
Show theme announced

The theme for this year's Mother's Day Show has
been announced by show chairman, Randall Weidner. The

show's title is "Lights!
Hollywood Movies".

Cameras!

Epis! A Salute to

The potential
ideas for exhibits is wide
open because whatever
idea you've been
wanting to do for years -
- there’s probably been a
movie about it! You can
pick your favorite film
and design your exhibit
around that. Or take a
genre like comedies or
Westerns and do
something general. Or
pick a star, or a director,
or movie making in
general.

Each of us will be

the producer or director of our displays, but remember
the real stars are our Epiphyllums.

Start planning now for our five star, "two thumbs
up", Mother's Day production on Sunday, May 11th.
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Photographing epis topic for January

Our guest
speaker for the January
8th SDES meeting will
be Dan Taylor, a
professional ?
photographer from
Claremont, CA. Dan
and his wife Heather are epi growers and are
active in the Southern California epi societies.
Dan also judged our 1996 Photo Contest.

Dan gave an excellent presentation on epi
photography at EpiCon V last spring. He will
give a similar presentation at our meeting and
this is not to be missed!

You don’t have
photographer to make
use of the many practical
tips Dan has to offer. As
a matter of fact, Dan
says that he is looking at
inexpensive alternatives
to the often expensive
photographic equipment
professionals use. He
wants all of us to be
able to enjoy high quali-
ty photos of our epis.

In his presenta-
tion he shows slides that
compare and contrast
different types of film,

GOODIES LIST

to be a professional

hanging!

Growing epis as tomatoes

Jean Costanzo and Lois Tripp are our
workshop coordinators for 1997. Jean and
Lois plan on featuring an agenda of what to
do for your epis on a month to month basis,
as well as featured topics. In January, they

Workshops last approximately 25 minutes.
Business meetings start at 7:30 p.m.

light conditions, and indoor versus
outdoor photography.

To be able to see examples of different
light conditions and techniques used to compen-
sate in lighting is a tremendous educational
experience.

Dan has put a lot of time and effort into
making this presentation one of the best we've
seen. Even if you're not into photography your-
self, his presentation will give you a better
appreciation in viewing photographs in books,
magazines and in slide presentations.

In addition to the slides showing epis
under varying lights and using different types of
film, Dan also demonstrates various equipment
for controlling light,
camera lenses, tripods,
and backdrops. Dan's
talk expands greatly on
the photography presen-
tation we had last year
with Ron Garrison of the
San Diego Zoo.

will demonstrate how to grow epis in tomato Dan_'s talents
cages - it's sort of in between trellising and aren’t restricted to pho-

Workshops are held at 7 p.m. in tography. He helped
Room 104 directly across from Room 101 ESA put together its
where we hold our business meetings. fantastic display that

won the top trophy at
our 1996 Mother’s Day
Show.

Gardener s T

At our November meeting Dick Chadwick, our
workshop coordinator, recommended a publication
that he has found particularly useful to California
gardeners. It is Over The Hedge: California’s Gardening
Guide. This bi-monthly magazine has a decidely local
flavor and features as a contributing editor, Bruce
Asakawa whose popular gardening show is heard on
almost 20 radio stations throughout California.

You can find the magazine on various
magazine racks. Some nurseries also sell it. Or you
can subscribe. It's $17 for one year or $31 for two

years. Send check or credit card number to Over The
Hedge, P.O. Box 9889, Birmingham, AL 35220-9946.

Plant labels marked with a lead pencil are
non-fading and permanent unless removed with a
pencil eraser. Several members have been looking for
a type of pencil that works exceptionally well. Ken
Britt has found excellent pencil for marking plant
labels -- the Design Ebony Drawing Pencil, Eberhard
and Faber #6325. Available at Aaron Brothers, two for
99¢.
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Greetings!!!
May the New Year bring you all happiness and many Epi blooms.

What a year we've had!ll! 1996 has been the MOST (by nearly any yardstick) successful year that SDES
has ever had. It's difficult to know just where to start a recap of this wonderful year.

Meetings have been preceded by terrific workshops. I can never thank Dick Chadwick enough. Dick
"volunteered” to "help" put on the workshops. He was to have been helped by Nate Ogdon. Unfortunately,
Nate’s health took a turn for the worse (happy to see you back, Nate). Dick stepped up and just got the job
done. Thanks again, Dick. Mary Alice Buaas was always there with a beautiful arrangement and a smile as our
Hospitality Hostess. Thank you, Mary Alice. Our 1st VP Robert Sommers did a terrific job with the programs
in spite of work conflicts. When Nate and Dorothy Ogdon were unable to continue as "The Cookie Crew", Gus
& Marge Schlapfer and Bob and Dot Miller went to work without a word and did a wonderful job. Another
special thanks to you all for making my job easier. Thank you Randall Weidner and Ron Kandt for a most
successful cutting table. The table is so important to our income and it gives all a chance to pick up new Epi's.
Chuck Spencer did a great job at our raffle table. Thanks to all that donated this year. We had a couple of
very successful and spirited auctions this year. Again, thank you, all who participated. The S.D.E.S library was
once again managed by Jeanette Dutton and Donna Couchman. Terrific job ladies, thank you. A computerized
complete listing of books and publications was started this year. | hope to have the listings completed and
published in the next month or two.

Mother's Day was a smashing success again this year. Thank you Don Francis (and Judy, too) for a
beautiful show. What a way to enlighten the uninitiated into the world of epis. Cuttings are the financial
backbone of our Society. Thanks to Marge and Ken Britt for coordinating and especially to all who gave
cuttings. Thank you to all the work crews that made this one of SDES' most successful shows.

1996 saw projects continue and many new ones started. The epi houses at the Wild Animal Park are
looking grand under the watchful eye of Pat Barrett. Thanks, Pat, and all of the crew that worked there this
year. We need more participants in the photo pontest. Cy Hegerich did a great job. Thanks, Cy. Maybe we'll
make the decision tougher next year. SDES has a new presence on the World Wide Web. Thanks, Milt Turner
and Padre Janitorial Supply (the Francis') for coordinating and sponsoring our site. We can all expect great
things from this in the near future. Thanks, Greg Balvin, for gathering a list of winter and fragrant epis. We
can all use more winter color. SDES was a factor in San Diego Parks and Recreation’s decision to make the
west wall of the Botanical Building epis and staghorn ferns. Thanks to George and Madeline French and others
who donated plants to this cause. The project will finish soon, | hope. We participated at Weidners Gardens
“May Magic'. Thanks, Pat Neal, for coordinating. The weekend was financially and educationally a success.
Thank you Rainbow Gardens for the donations to help make it a go. The Quail Gardens "project” is still on hold.
Quail is undergoing major renovations. SDES will participate. We still don't know at what level yet. 1 believe
will have a major display of epis at Quail by the end of 1997 (or shortly thereafter). The epi hybrid
identification project is now in its final stages. I plan to publish the results in February’s Epi News. Thanks
to Jill Metzner for all her help on this project.

Epi News is the finest publication of its type. Thanks to Pat for our great publication. A very special
thank you to Elizabeth Glover for many years of stuffing, labeling and mailing our newsletter. 1996 was
Elizabeth's ‘retirement" year for this daunting task. It'll be a hard act to follow, Elizabeth. The Society’s
computer received major upgrades this year, thanks to Society moneys and donations. The upgrades are akin
to unscrewing the radiator cap from a car and driving a new car under the cap.

continued on page 8
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Yow co the Time

+/Begin to feed with low or no nitrogen fertilizer, such as "Hi Bloom" or
"Bloom". Low/no nitrogen fertilizers will have label ratings around 0-10-
10 or 2-10-10. Either liquid or time-release granules can be used. If
liquid is used, another application may be needed in a month. Plants
that are not large enough to support blooms can be fertilized with a
higher nitrogen content, such as 5-10-10.

v’ Watch for pests. Keep plants free of debris where pests can breed and
hide. Wet weather is snail and slug weather. Bait or hand pick them.
Spray with insecticides only when necessary and follow directions
carefully.

v/Protect epis from freezing temperatures. New tender growth is
especially susceptible to cold temperatures and winter winds.

+/Prune out unproductive and unsightly growth to allow more energy to
be used by newer and healthier branches. However, if you live in an
area where your epis will be exposed to more freezing nights, this
unproductive or damaged growth will help protect the healthier growth
from the elements. You may want to forgo pruning a bit longer.

v/Let epis enjoy the winter rains. As long as your epis are in loose
draining soil, the rains won't hurt them and will help wash out the
fertilizer salts that can build up in potted plants. If you have epis sitting
on shelves or tables, make sure they're not sitting in puddles of water
after heavy rains. If you collect rain water for future use, store in
covered opaque containers to prevent algae build-up and mosquito larvae
infestation.

+/Pick ripe apples (seed pods). After removing the seeds from the pod,
they can be planted immediately without having to be dried out.
However, artificial light and heat may be needed to encourage
germination. :

/Do no repot plants that you want to bloom this spring. Some buds
are already starting their earliest formative stages. Once buds set, don't
rearrange your plants. Moving plants can cause forming buds to drop.
If you want to rearrange them, do it now.

+/Start planning your display for the Mother’s Day Show! You can enter
a full or half table display or a flower arrangement following the theme.
Also, give some thought to an educational display.

Brunton wins
photo contest

Editor's Note: Ooops, not
only did | forget to indicate on the
front cover of last month’s issue that
the cover photo was the winner of our
second annual photo contest, | forgot
to run Cy’s article about the contest. |
guess that's what happens when | have
to do two issues of the newsletter in
one week; | forget which one I'm doing.

Also, I've since been inform-
ed that the epi pictured is not Ballerina
but Prima Ballerina, a Fort and O'Barr
hybrid from 1952. Il let the experts
barde this one out and if anyone
makes a final decision I'll let you know.
In any case, here's Cy's article:

As you can see from
the front cover of Decem-
ber's Epi News, Yvonne Brunt-
ons won this year’s photo
contest with her photo of
Ballerina. Yvonne lives in
Stratford, Taranaki, New
Zealand. In addition to her
photo appearing on the cov-
er, she also wil! receive $25.

Due to the very limit-
ed number of entries this
year, only first prize was
awarded.

Judging the contest
this year was Dan Taylor, a
professional  photographer
from Claremont, CA. Dan
gave an outstanding presen-
tation on photographing epis
at EPICON VI at the Hunting-
ton Botanical Garden in June.
Dan has agreed to present
his entertaining and informa-
tion lecture and demonstra-
tion at our January meeting.

Photo contest chair-
man, Cy Hegerich, would like
to thank the following for
their colorful entries: Jeanie
Brereton, Mel Horstman, Liz
Palika, Rose Peiler and John
Wenzel.
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President Francis looks for productive year

As the newly elected President of the San Diego Epiphyllum Society, | would like to thank you
all for the honor. | am looking forward to an exciting 1997.

We have a great bunch of people who have volunteered to serve as officers and committee
chairman this year. They are

George Plaisted running our guest programs as 1st vice president.

Randall Weidner taking over the Mother's Day Show as 2nd vice president.

Ken Britt taking care of the cuttings sale for the Mother’s Day Show and serving his second year
as a director.

Milton Turner continuing to take charge of our web page and meeting notes as recording secre-
tary.

Pat Barrett running the Wild Animal Park epi houses, 1997 Awards and Installation Banquet and
as a director of the board. (Excellent party, Pat!)

Pat Neal continuing as editor and serving as a director.

Jeanne Roth taking care of the money as treasurer.

Marge Schlapfer as corresponding secretary.

Pat Sage has a tough job keeping track of all. of us as membership chairman.

Greg Balvin will help with a wealth of knowledge as chairman of the Research and Education
Committee as well as director.

Judy Francis as hostess at our meetings and as a director.

Taking over the kitchen this year are Dave and Louise Minks. Bring in the cookies, everyone!

Cuttings: Ron Kandt and Randall Weidner.

Historian: Margaret Pethley. Margaret is also taking on the duties of postal liaison - mailing
out our newsletter every month. '

Workshop: Jean Costanzo and Lois Tripp. A great team and a new outlook at growing epis.

Continuing as librarians are Donna Couchman and Jeanette Dutton.

Phil Peck is continuing with our listing of our library collection and the Epiphyllum hybrids that
are grown by members.

Bob Miller will be taking over the raffle table.

At this writing, we still need a caravan leader!

A goal | would like to see our society work towards is more involvement of our new members,
i.e. Dave and Louise Minks jumping in and taking on kitchen duties. Let’s all get to know our new
members and make them feel welcome. I'd also like to see more involvement with our sister societies:
continuing to have them in our shows and us participating in theirs. In addition, having cutting
exchanges with other societies. I bet they have a lot of Epiphyllum hybrids we do not have. Phil
would end up with an even longer list!

All suggestions and comments are welcome. Please feel free to call me at (619) 273-5544.

Thank you.
e F Fonsaain

Don F. Francis
President, SDES
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+/Plants grown under a covering of some sort (tree canopies, shadecloth, any type of roof structure) benefit from
reflected heat. Even without walls enclosing the area, these plants will enjoy several degrees of extra warmth even
during a freeze.

v/Freeze damage is not readily apparent. Wait until temperatures warm up before trimming damaged branches.
These damaged branches will help insulate the undamaged ones in future freezes.

+/Winter rains wash out fertilizer salts, as well as the salt from tap water. Ensure that plants on stands and shelves
don’t sit in puddles of rain water.

#/Collect rain water and store it for spring and summer use. Store in opaque containers that have fitted covers to
keep the water clean.

¥'Wrap newspapers or heavy cloth material around individual plants to protect from freezing in inland areas.
Shadecloth can be covered with heavy plastic to help keep warmth in. If necessary, heaters can also be used.
¥/Strong winter storm winds can wreak havoc on an epi collection. There’s nothing worse that checking on your
epis after a winter storm only to find pots laying all over the yard surrounded with dozens of unidentified broken
branches.

»Check wire hangers. Are curved tops stretched out from the weight of the plant? Tighten them so they
hang onto the hooks better. Are the wires attached to the pot rusting? Will one good breeze make the rusted
wire snap?

»Are the pots hanging so closely together that winds will knock the plants into each other damaging or
breaking branches?

»Get out your marking pen and write the epi names on the longer, more delicate branches that may break
off. That way if they do break, you can at least pot up the cutting rather than having to discard healthy branches
because you don't know what plant they came from.

»If you have epis displayed on stands (wrought iron, wooden, plastic, etc.), place them all on the ground
or in a sheltered area where strong winds won't tip the stands over.
+/While protecting against strong winds, you still need to ensure epis get adequate air circulation. Heavy frequent
rains mean the potting mix may not be getting enough air to dry out. Keep an eye out for plants that may be
likely to develop root rot from this. Move them to an area where they won't get rain. While they do come from
a rain forest climate, all water and no warm circulating air isn't the best climate for them.
vIf starting new cuttings, be aware that winter is more or less a dormant time for plants. That cutting may not
root for weeks. If it does root, it may not do much until the weather gets warmer.
+/Protect against hail! Epis not under a covered area can be damaged not only from the force of the hail, but also
if the ice sits on the branches for any length of time. Brush off the ice as soon as possible.
¢/ Check your plants to see if any have become dormant. There will not be any new dark red or shiny green growth;
no buds forming. They will look less vibrant and robust than usual. Move these plants away from the growing
plants, so that they're not watered as often. Once they start showing new growth, their cycle has changed and
can rejoin the other plants. Be sure they don't get any fertilizer when they're dormant.
v/Experiment with a few of your hardier epis this winter!

»Some people claim that their epis bloom heavier and with better color if they get a month or two of full
winter sun. Be especially careful with this experiment if we have a long, hot and dry Santa Ana.

»Some don't water their epis at all during winter. They just let them soak up moisture from the humidity
from winter rains.

»Move a couple plants into the house and treat them as houseplants. Will they benefit from the warmth
and protection and bloom ahead of the outdoor plants?

»Pick out a couple of your more common, hardier epis, give some of these experiments a try and share
your results with us through Epi News.
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Preparing epis for
cold winter weather

By Dick Chadwick

Winter is just starting for us in San Diego. We
have been very lucky so far, no heavy rains, high winds
or freezes yet. It's time, if we haven't done so already,
to check all our pots and remove accumulations of
leaves and add potting mix to those that need it.

If a lot of soil has been washed out of the pot
and you are unable to repot at this time, plug the holes
with a wad of sphagnum moss or a piece of nylon hose.
The pots can still drain and the moss or nylon prevents
additional soil loss. Add more soil if necessary but be
careful not to plant the Epiphyllum deeper than it was.

Protect your plants from high winds, also from
cold drafts such as between the house and a garage.
If they become chilled they will turn red.

Plants under trees — if the trees have lost their
leaves, the winter sun can be just as damaging as the
summer sun. In addition, the absence of the leaf
canopy exposes the plants to the chillier temperatures.
Move them to a sheltered area.

We experienced a very warm summer, then a
period of cool weather, then another warm period and
cool again. The poor plants don't know what to make
of it. Many of the Epiphyllums think it's spring again
and are starting to make new growth and form buds.
At this time they are even more sensitive to cold and
must be given more protection.

If you just have a few plants, you could wrap
them in several layers of newspaper or move the plant
indoors. There is a spray called "Cloud Cover”, an anti-
transpiration agent that will give 8°-10° protection for
six to eight hours. If the freezing temperatures last
longer than that, you've lost it.

Epiphyllums should be kept on the dry side
during the cold weather, so if we have a freeze the
roots won't be damaged.

If you live along the coast, you could probably
fertilize with some 0-10-10 (dry), but just barely scratch
it into the surface and let the winter rains water it in.

If you have any cold-weather tips to share -
whether you live in Southern California, the Nevada
desert, the cold East, Midwest, or Canada -- please pass
them on to the newsletter editor and we can all benefit
from them.

“%’ &, a ! : , , | ﬁ » i !
for cold climates
v'When temperatures drop, Epiphyllums go
dormant. As temperatures begin to cool off, start

watering less to start the dormant process.
v’Keep epis in a cool greenhouse or cool room
where the temperature is maintained at
approximately 40-50°F,

vBring plants indoors several days before the
furnace is turned on. The shock from the climate
change will be lessened if they adapt to the house
before the heat is turned on.

¢If temperatures drop into the mid-30s and the
potting mix is damp, plants will show the most
stress, so it's best to keep them on the drier side.
'Water only as often as necessary to keep the root
ball from drying out completely.

'Keep plants away from radiators and fumace
registers. Plants kept in heated living ares (i.e. in
the living room, kitchen, den) will probably not go
dormant.

+ Epiphyllums like humidity even during dormancy.
A humidifier, trays filled with water, or grouping
the plants closer together will all help keep
humidity higher.

¢/Although dormancy means they can take less
intense light, a south-facing window during the
winter is good for epis. You can also use special
grow lights or use two 40 watt fluorescent lights --
one cool white and one warm white to get the
proper light spectrum. Put timers on your lights so
that they tum on at sunrise and off at sunset.
When epis are exposed to temperatures below
40°F, foliage growth slows dramatically. These
plants will be slower to put out new growth and
flower buds. Misshapen branches and spots from
tissue deterioration have been reported on epis
exposed to cold temperatures for long periods.
+’Dormant plants will look less vibrant and robust,
but not necessarily unhealthy.

’When spring is around the comer, keep an eye on
signs of new growth. Start watering more and
begin feeding.

/Don’'t move plants outdoors until all danger of
frost has passed. Tender new growth is
particularly susceptible to frost.
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Tteme of Tutenest

¢/ There will be only one working party this month
at the Wild Animal Park — January 18th, weather
permitting. If weather looks like it's going to be
bad, give Pat Barrett a call at 442-2404 to confirm.
We anticipate feeding in February.

¢/Milt Tumner, our recording secretary, has a new
number. It's (619) 296-3127.

/Dot Miller, Marge Schlapfer, Pat Barrett and
Margaret Pethley again decorated a Christmas tree
on behalf of SDES for Christmas on the Prado.
They've decorated our tree for five years and have
done a beautiful job of creating paper epis - it's a
real challenge to decorate when our flowers aren't
blooming. They've decided to retire from the job.
If you're interested in volunteering for this project
for 1997, please talk to one of them. They'll pass
on the materials they've collected.

¢/The January board meeting will be held on
January 22nd. Remember the board meetings are
held on the fourth Wednesday of the month, not
the last Wednesday.
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Notes from Phil...

continued from page 3

The annual Awards and Installation Dinner was
once again a smashing (sloshing?) success. Pat Barrett
did it again. Thank you, Pat

I would like to personally thank all the Officers
and Board members for making 1996 so successful:

Milt Turner - Recording Secretary

Margaret Pethley - Treasurer

Marge Schlapfer - Corresponding Secretary

Pat (and John) Sage - Membership Secretary(ies)

Directors - Greg Balvin, Ken Britt, Cy Hegerich,
Mike Koch, Randall Weidner.

In closing, I'd like to wish the new Officers and
Board a terrific 1997. | offer a challenge to not only
continue the great job the 1996 leadership has done,
but to do even better.

LY

Phil Peck,
1996 President, SDES
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