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Pesticides and!erti!izers!eatured inJuly 
F~l1l1izen and pesticide products wlll be tbe tOPIC 

for our ,u~t speaker I.' the July 9'" lIlfttlnl. Kathy 
Sommers of the Wilbur· EUiJ ComINDY. .. wholnale 
hort1cultural supply bu.i· 
ness in Chul. Vitti. is • 
fellow epi-Iover. Ind hiS I 
dqrH fro m Cal Poty Pomo­
n. Ul homculture and is 
licensed 
pesticide 
douSes. 

to recommend 
products .and 

The July rame 
table plmtl will be proWl­
ed by memben whose 1_ 
MlDeS end ill N. O. P. lOcI Q. 

Pli Nol 

June meeting 
At tb~ June li ra business meerin,. Mother'S DI)' 

Show Chairman Randall Weidaer presented the final trophy 
from the show to bt' ilWarded; dle omen were liva out 
.t the May meetinJ. ICeD Loomis. I member wbo liws in 
PlKen ... recnwd tbe Eva Clover Trophy for best 8ower. 
Orchid .... teIp_. OIl die Society'I T ...... 

Jem COSUDzO who coonliDated the tbree-dly 
MemorYl Weekend sale It Weidaer's Nunesy reponed dley 
m.1de S521 ad recruited a aew member. She thanked 
ewryoae wbo tutaed out to belp OWl' the weekeod ... d 
Hid tb.t we will plea 011 putidpltiq: .. _ aat year. 

MIrp ScbIIpfer. our COl r fljl c adina secm:uy.SIid 
th.t tbuk you aoteI bad beea IDIied to everyoH who 
p.1IrticiPlted • bosilit our Modler's DIy Show. $be was 
.00 seMa, .. bostess for 
me meetiDl aad iavitecI II 

to don .. te to the Ma~r C.rdenen library. Gus u ld th"t 
Chuck Evenon donated me book to SOES to be ,Nen to 
the hbwy. 

Pit Neil presented information on the Kille 
Sessions sUtue to be UlSttiled in Balbo .. P"rie sometime 
next year. Her IflHrch wu .. rnult of .. members 
proposal that the Socld)' mAke a donoltion to the ' titUI!. 
The- ExecutlW' Bond h .. d voted to prnmt to the membe-r· 
ship molt SOES dooolte up to S 1,000. DiscuSSIOn followed 
concemml donlOn, more than S 1,000. A vote was [.lken 
for don.tmg S t .000; It WI' approved. A vote was tiilken 
for d~niMS 52.000. but was diupproved. FIII&Uy " vote 
on donolhDS S 1.5000 was approved Pleas. SM uticle on 
IHle 9. 

Guat spea.r for the ewnlD, wa Crq B.1.lwt. 
be.cl of SDES' Research and Educ.aoo CODllDlttee. Grq: 
tlulht Epi 101 - III mttoductloa courw fo r new membt'rs 
md I refresher course for th~ rest of us. H~ talked i bout 
dI~ VinouS puts of a flower. the sh.pes of 80wers ind 
~. the saWI root structurn aod color v.riations. He 
bid lrouped bas slides by color to sbow the subde Vim­
tioas in whites. pinks. reds. purples. md oranl es. He 
also sbOWfll • few multi-petaled flowers . nd some 
spons. 

He induded sever.1 shots of species to show the 
O"lIDS of most of our epicaen bybrids and 10101 lOtO the 
sbots of hybrids. Gres commented th.t ' subdery md 
sbadiD,s .... ft'ft}'tbUlI ia epis." 

Gres bas been around epas .u bis life; his p.1Irents 
were 1I'OWlD, them befo ... be was bom. As . m ult. Grq 

has becoQW VflY knowledSeo­
.bIe about epis. the people 
who lrow dlelD and the 

our suestJ lad DeW mem­
ben to receive I fiee 4" 
potted cuttia, ... d ftve fiee 
curtinl' from the sUa table. 

Summer epi projects people who bybndize them. 
Some of bis tidbits of iafor· 
mltioa thilt he shared: 

GUI ScbIIpfer IIYe • 
(oUow-up report on die e...­
den uAVla. He t:baaked 
JND IDd ken COitIDZO aad 
Keidli Harold. Pat BamU. 
.and Rambow GardeDs. Gus 
HKI be ~ tbil is dae 
fint year the ,ardeD catIVIII 
ended in the bllck financial­
ly. 

Gus mniaded rvery­
one th.t lut IDODtb we vot­
ed to purchase • book oa 
epis from Rainbow GardeaI 

Work shop coordinoton Lois Tripp and 
Jean Costanzo extend a special invitation: -We 
particularly want to invite all 5S new memben 
to the July workshop. w. will try to h.lp you 
to learn to love epis as we do. This class will 
covor noodod projocts for July with 10m. hands 
on demonstJ"l,tioRl. If you have any qeustions 
or problems. brina them in for show and teU: 

Everyone is welcome. Workshops are 
held at 7 p.m. in Room 104 directly across from 
Room 101 where we hold o ur busaness 
meetings. Workshops last approxunately 2S 
minutes. 

Yellows need more 
development time on the 
plants to de'Vt'lop the d~ 
yellow. Durinl very hot 
weather. such .as East Coun­
ry. the flowers often open 
sooner th.an they norrndy 
would md is • result Ire not 
.as yellow is they could bt'. 

The epi named Rqi­
n. del Chi-Iro mem. Queen 
of the Sky. Ceo-Em is n.med 
.fter • weil-kDown ins Srow--
er. Clarence Mendohlson. 

, 
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. Ga.r4el[J'£aravan a pleasant Sunday 

• Ou~ g~r~~n c~.ravan started out in the was on hand to answer questions and explain 

.. \..... .. 

b,-dcyarct."of )«;an :.and Ken Costanzo's Encinitas how the plants are cared for. All our caravan 
home. , . Ariit~ .. with .c;offee. juice and rolls we travelers received two free epi cuttings, courtesy 
leisurely,§lI'oUe'j. tjlro~gh their garden and chat- of the WAP epi work party. 
ted with .. o~r fellow caravan travelers. Our final stop was Rainbow Gardens in 

The Costanzo's epi collection is distributed Vista where we ate lunch and several people took 
throughout several shade houses. as well as along the opponunity to do a little shopping. The 
walkwlys and under trees. Numbering in the graft houses were showing dozens of large. 
hundreds.' the 't!pis looked great. We found Tiny beautiful blooms but were cordoned off this year. 
JMI; Marionette. Slightly Sassy. Prairie Rose. so we couldn't check out names. 
Robert E. Bailes. Caruso and Kevin in bloom. In all. it was an excellent caravan, thanks 
.everal of which were added to people's ''wish to Gus. and an a great day to unwind after the 
lists." :lbe Costanzo's enjoyment in gardening is show season and visit with each other. 
reflected in the many varieties of plants on 
display. Around Sheir pool we found epiden­
drums and a magnificent orchid. Also in bloom 
was an unusual flowering bulb caUed a stenames· 
son. 

Right next door - with a gate connecting 
the two backyards - was our second private 
garden on the tour, Keith Harold's home. The 
majority of Keith's epis are in a small shade 
house near his fruit trees. Right outside his back 
door is a brick-walled patio where large plants of 
Tyrolean, Ruby Snowflake, Clarence Wright and 
Bronze Star were in full bloom. Blooming in his 
shade house were Radiant Fire, EnCinitas and 
Humdinger. 

Third stop was the Epiphyllum House at 
the Wild Animal Park. Everyone gathered outside 
the main entrance to enter as a group. Garden 
Caravan Coordinator, Gus Schlapfer, had arranged 
with the Park for us to visit at no charge. 

While many of the plants on display had 
bloomed out .for the year, there were dozens 
blooming in aU their glory. Of special interest 
were Hawaiian Holiday (pictured on our front 
cover), Labor of Love, Venetian Affair, Greek God, 
Obsidian, Concerto, Challenge. Nefertiti , Duchess, 
Lemon lcides, Prairie Rose, Kevin, Kathleen, 
Esther Oark, Slightly Sassy, Sunset Orchid and 
Autumn Pink. 

Wild Animal Park Coordinator, Pat Barrett, 

New Membership Directory 
to include e-mail addresses 

Do you have an e·mail address? If so, 
we'd like to include it with our Membership 
Roster which is updated each Fall and distributed 
with the November newsletter. 

Please send your e·mail address to our 
Membership Secretary, Pat Sage. You can mail it 
to the SDES P.O. Box or e-mail it to 

jsage l@adnc.com 

Stop! 
Before you read any farther, please 
check the mailing label on your 
envelope. Is it time for you to 
renew your membership? 
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How do judges select winners? 
May is such a busy time for us all that it's 

sometimes hard to collect our thoughts and start 
thinking about next year's show. However. with this 
year's show just completed. this is the best time to 
start thinking ahead. Is it time to make changes in 
our show? If any changes are made, everyone should 
have the opportunity to discuss them and contribute. 

Have you ever wondered just what formula 
the judges use to come up with the winners? What 
makes a winner? Why does one flower win over the 
other? Have you felt that you could be a judge, but 
aren't sure what would be required? 

To help you prepare for next year's show. 
here are the guidelines and criteria that judges use 
when the doors are closed and the judges are doing 
their thing. In addition. there are several discussion 
points that we would 'like your feedback on, The 
discussion points are based on feedback we've re­
ceived over the last couple years. This is YQY! show 
and your comments are invaluable to making future 
shows better than ever, Please give these areas some 
thOUght and share your ideas with me, I realize 
people are loath to sound as if they're criticizing. so 
I will keep all comments anonymous when I do a 
follow-up article later this year. 

WHO ARE THE JUDGES? 
The judges are generally selected from among 

our members. There are no set guidelines on select­
ing judges; basically anyone who has been growing 
epis for several years and who has a good working 
knowledge of them can be a judge. Unfortunately, 
not many members are willing to be judges and so 
we often call on the same people year after year, and 
of course. we're always happy to have someone from 
the Los Angeles or San Francisco areas. We have five 
to six judges - preferably six. 

HOW IS THE JUDGING DONE? 
It used to be that aU judges judged all ca~ego­

ries. But because we have so many categories with 
so many outstanding entries and so little time for the 
judging. we now have each judge evaluate only four 
of the seven categories. All six judges evaluate the 
exhibits competing for the Troxell trophy which is 
given to the exhibit best reflecting the theme. Each 
of the other six categories are judged by three 
judges. 

Each category has a corresponding sheet 
listing criteria and the judges rate each criteria within 
a point system. The point system is based on a 0 to 
10 evaluation. with 10 considered "perfection" or 
"excellence." Each judge has a set of fonns for the 
.categories he or she is judging. Once the fonns are 
filled out. they're given to the judging clerks who tally 
up the points. With the exception of one category, 
all the judges make their evaluations independently of 

contirwd on pogt 5 

SAN DIEGO EPIPHYUUM SOCIElY 
OFFICERS 

President: Don Francis 
5261 Glasgow Drive 

Son Diego, CA 92117·1037 
(619J 271·5544 

1st Vice President: George Plaisted 
2nd Vice President: Randall Weidner 

Recording Secretary: Milt Turner 
Treasurer. Jeanne Roth 

COITesponding Secretary: Marge Schlapfer 
Membership Secretary: Pat Sage 

(619) 267·3264 
Director: Ken Britt 

Director: Greg Balvin 
Director: Pat Barrett 

Director: Pat Neal 
Director: Judy Francis 

Ex-officio Board Member: Phil Peck 
Editor: Patricia Neal 
2521 Murray Ridgt Road 

Son Diego, CA 92123-3450 
(619} 565-0340 

Ep; News is published monthly by San Diego 
Epiphyllum Society, Inc. Post Office Box 
126127. San Diego. CA 92112-6127. 
Membership is S5.00 per person per year; 
international rate is S 12.00 per person. 
General meetings are held the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m., in 
Room tot. Casa del Prado, Balboa Park. Web 
site: http://sutfnfax.comlepi 



r: 
! 

Iuly 1997 EDi News Page 5 

Winners ... 
continued from pagt 4 
the other judges. 

In the event of a tie, the judges are asked to 
break the tie. In the event that the judges are evenly 
split in trying to break the tie. as happened this year 
for third place in the Troxell category, the placing is 
awarded as a tie. 

INDIVIDUAL CATEGORIES: 
Nelson Trophy for best plant: There are four 

criteria in judging the plants that are eligible for the 
Nelson Trophy. Plants eligible for this trophy must 
have been grown by the exhibitor for at least the 
previous six months and can be either a hybrid of or 
between the following genera of the cactus family: 
Selenicereus. Hylocereus. Aporocactus, Heliocereus. 
EpiphylJum. Disocactus, Rhipsalis. Rhipsaiidopsis. 
Schlumbergera or other closely related genera. 

The criteria are 
1) Formation of bloom 
2) Condition (Is the plant blemish-free? Are 

the flowers fresh?) . 
3) Color (Typical of the variety?) and 
4) Natural Growing Condition. 
Discussion Points: In the event of species 

which haw no flowers. with these judging catego­
ries. tbey will not receive as many points as a 
flowering plant. What criteria cao we add to make 
judgiog these plants more equitable? Should we 
ignore the flowers all togetber and judge the plant 
simply 00 its green growth? Should we ask mem­
bers to enter only plants that are in bloom? If we 
do this. it will virtually eliminate a lot of species 
because they bloom at nigbto~ at a different time of 
the year. 

Troxell Trophy for exhibit best using the 
theme: Exhibits eligible for this trophy are any table, 
half-table or individual floor display. For the first 
time. this year we included in the eligibility the 
Society table, mini and small table, hybrid table; and 
People's Choice Table. The members who voluntarily 
decorate these tables to follow the theme. spend a 
great deal of thought and time into them and usually 
don't enter any categories. Therefore. the Executive 
Board determined that their efforts should also be 
eligible for recognition in the Troxell category. 
Criteria for this category are 

I) Originality 
2) Use of bloo ms 
3) Freshness of blooms and 
4) Adheres [0 show theme. 
Discussion Points: Should members be 

restricted to only two tables? Should they be 
restricted to table-tops only. no floor displays? 
Should someone who has won this trophy three 
years be exempt from competition tbe fourth year? 
If so, should the restriction be winning it three times 
in a row or just three times? Or four times? Or five 
times? Should we create a "Master Category" with 
a new trophy where members who have won the 
Troxell Trophy three (or 1) times become eligible 
only for the "Master Category" and not for the 
Troxell Tropby? What would be the minimum num­
ber of entries needed to award this new tropby -
two, as in the educational category? 

The creative, extensive displays that have 
won the Troxell Trophy in recent years have been a 
tremendous addition to our shows. They've wowed 
our visitors and really make our show unique. It 
would be a shame [0 discourage them from continu­
ing with what they obviously love to do and are very 
taleoted at it. However. others believe tbat perhaps 
some members are feeling a little intimidated and 
reluctant to enter [he sbow feeling they can't realisti­
cally compete. In the past few years we've had as 
many as 16 individuals enter. This year we had only 
teo people. We hope this is oot the reason. 

Latimer Trophy for educational disolay: While 
the Richard G. Latimer Jr. trophy is new, the category 
for education is not . Previously the trophy awarded 
for educational display was gjven by the Cactus and 
Succulent Society. This trophy was established this 
year with the Latimer funds. In creating this trophy 
we opened the category to included written research 
papers. Four criteria are used to judge this category: 

1) Originality (Is it a new concept or theory? 
Is it a new "take" on an old theme?) 

2) Comprehension (Is the material presented 
so that our guests and members understand it?) 

3) Educational Matter (Is it instructive? Will 
visitors learn something from it?) and 

4) Attraction (Does the presentation attract 
our visitors to stop and look/read the material?). 

rontillutd on JXJg" 6 
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Winners ... 
continued from page 5 

Bunker Trophy for best arrangement: While 
arrangements do not have to follow the show theme. 
this trophy is awarded to the best themed-arrange­
ment. There are six criteria for this category: 

1) Originality 
2) Use of flower(s) 
3) Color 
4) Balance 
5) Condition of plant materials and 
6) Theme. 
Hurst Trophy for best new hybrid: This 

trophy is awarded to the best hybrid flower which has 
been registered with the ESA in the past five years. 
Only hybridizers are eligible to enter their own 
hybrids. Until recently. entries for this category were 
scattered throughout the show and only identifiable 
with special ID cards. To make judging easier. a 
separate table was established for specific entries in 
this category. Criteria for this category include 

1) Formation of bloom 
2) Condition (Freshness? Blemish-free?) 
3) Color (Typical of variety?) and 
4) Uniqueness (Is it a different type of flower? 

Or is it too similar to other registered flowers?) 
Di5(ussion Points: This year we had no 

entries for this trophy and in the past few years 
we've only had two or three from only one or two 

hybridizers. Should we change the rules to include 
older registrations - say within tbe last ten years? 
Sbould we open up tbe entries to include people 
who register new bybrids but who are not tbe 
hybridizers? Will the tropby be awarded to tbe 
registrant or tbe bybridizer? Witb tbe lack of 
entries. is it time to retire this trophy and preserve 
the name Buddy Hurst Trophy as it was intended for 
hybridizers only and stan a new tropby witb a new 
name that would include those who have registered. 
as well as those who have hybridized? Opening up 
this category would widen the field of eligible 
flowers and more people would be eligible to enter 
flowers. For instance. the late Wressey Cocke's 
seedlings are are still being registered. but under our 
current rules will never be eligible for this trophy. 

Clover Trophy for best flower on the Society 
Table: These flowers are judged by 

I) Formation of bloom 

2) Condition (Blemish-free? Fresh?) and 
3) Color (Typical of variety?) 
Under current rules members who do not 

have an individual exhibit are eligible to place up to 
six flowers on this table. This is the only category 
where three judges get together and make the 
decision jointly as a team. 

Discussion Points: Should we change the 
number of flowers each person can place on the 
table from six (0 four? With less flowers per person. 
there would be more room for more people to place 
flowers on this table. especially now that we have 
more members tban ever. On tbe otber band. tbe 
Society Table is the only venue we have for members 
with small collections to display their flowers: we 
don't want to discourage anyone from bringing in 
flowers. Should we expand the Society Table to 
more space? 

In addition. should we provide the same 
containers for all entries on the Society Table? 
Some flowers have been more attractively displayed 
in containers that really show offtbe flowers to tbeir 
best. Flowers in small containers right next to them 
may lose a little in comparison. Should we provide 
a large-holed board [0 display the flowers - the 
same kind that is used at the South Bay and ESA 
shows? This would level tbe playing field. so to 
speak. in displaying flowers on this table. The 
people decorating the Society Table would only need 
to do the back or we can have two tables back to 
back as an island in the middle of the room. so 
people can walk all around it and maybe decorate a 
shon panition between them with the theme. The 
three winning flowers can be moved to the center of 
the top row - a winoer's circle. 

Mini or small blooms: These are judged for 
I) Formation of bloom 
2) Condition (Fresh? Blemish-free?) 
3) Color (Typical of variety?) and 
4) Size (Typical of variety?) 
Discussion Points: Altbough we have slipped 

into just referring to this as the "mini" table. it is 
open to any flower registered as MS. S or SM. 
However. tbere have been some small-sized blooms 
of hybrids tbat are registered as mediums (M) 
entered. There is a category for the judges to mark 

colltillued 011 pagr 7 
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Winners~ .. 
conti"ued fro", page 6 

the flower down for not being the typical size 
for the variety, and yes, the judges do check the 
ESA Directory. There are some who feel that 
small-sized blooms of a usually medium-sized 
flower should not be placed on this table as it 
can mislead visitors into thinking they will be 
getting a small-flowering plant if they purchase 
it. Should these flowers be disqualified from 
the judging. but left on the table with the 
notation that it is smaller than a Donnal-sized 
bloom? Should they be removed from the table 
completely? Similarly. should Small/Medium 
hybrids be eliminated from competition because 
they can be rather "large" compared to the 
Minis and Smalls? Should this category be 
strictly for Minis and Smalls only? 

Blue Ribbons: Judges, in pairs. are as­
signed tables to select the Blue Ribbons. These 
ribbons are chosen independently of all other 
categories. There is no point system employed; 
judges make the determination based on their 
personal experience with epis. 

If you have any comments on the above 
discussion points. please let me know. In addi­
tion. if you have other points you feel should be 
brought up for discussion. please include them. 
Again. I understand people's reluctance to make 
comments publicly for fear of appearing too 
critical. so all comments will be kept anonymous. 
These discussion points are not meant to criticize 
individuals. but are meant to open the floor to 
discussion with the aim of making our annual 
show more meaningful and more enjoyable for 
everyone. 

You can call me at home at (619) 565-
0340 or write to me either at my home (2521 
Murray Ridge Road. San Diego. CA 92123-3450) 
or at the SDES address (P.O. Box 126127. San 
Diego. CA 92112-0127). (I pick up the SDES 
mail. so I would get your written comments 
directly in either case.) 

Later this year. I'll write a follow-up article 
with everyone's input. 

Page 7 

tlMist plants. With the hot summer weather. 
occasional misting or spraying is beneficial. 
Do not allow soil to completely dry out. 
Smaller pots need watering more often than 
large ones. Clay pots will also need watering 
more often than plastic ones. Best time to 
water is early morning or evening; do not 
water during the hottest part of the day. 
~rtilize plants that haw completed their 
blooming cycle with slow release nitrogen 
fertilizer such as 5-10-10. Do not overfeed. 
Too much fertilizer can bum the roots. 
tlRemove spent blooms and unwanted apples. 
Cut off about !/4 inch above areola to prevent 
damage to areola. 
tlTranspiant to larger containers the plants 
that are outgrowing their pots. For instance. 
transplant 4 inch pots into one gallon 
containers and the one gallon pots into two 
gallon. Mature plants that have been in large 
containers for a couple years can benefit from 
"potting on." when the plant is removed from 
the container and fresh potting mix and plant 
are put back into the same container. Do not 
water for a week after reporting. 
tlPlant new cuttings. 
tlPl'otect epis from summer sun with shade 
cloth. lath houses or under the dappled shade 
ofuees. 
V'Ensure air circulation around epis by not 
crowding them too closely together. 
However. strong, dry Santa Ana winds can be 
hannful and plants will need wind protection. 
as well as more humidity. 
tIIf you want to try grafting. now is a good 
time. Use established but viable newer 
cuttings and be sure the cambium layers are 
matched for optimum growth. Also make sure 
your cactus pad is well rooted. 
tlPlants that have grown long branches 
should be in hanging baskets or uellised. 
The branches will be healthier if they're not 
laying on the ground or a shelf. 
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Deillr SOES: 

I ran across the Society's web page while surfing 
and being an epi-phili.ac myself would love to join your 
society. Enclosed is .ill check for S5 to cover the first year 
of membership. By the way. the Society's web page is very 
nicely laid out. Thanks, 

linda Sinkovic 
Santa Cruz, CA 

Dear SOES: 
Enclosed is my check for a one year membership 

renewal to SOE5. 
Your £pi News is excellent! I especially like the 

"Now is the Time" section and the write-ups of your 
monthly meetings and workshops. 

You seem to have .t very spirited. dedicated and 
knowledgeable group of epi enthusiasts. A great combina­
tion. Enjoy, 

Philip W. Johnson 
San Luis Obispo. CA 

Dear SOES: 
I reaUy enjoy the monthly newsletter. I have 

learned a great deal from it. Last year I got my first 
bloom. I am new to EpiphyUums and am enjoying growing 
them. Maureen A. Kojis 

San Diego. CA 

The following kllD'J wne senl to Pat Barntt, Wild Ani_I Parle 
CoortiituftOT. Pat sent on the requested information on the WAP rpi 
housu. We rr«ive copies of the ""'deland Epiphyllum newsietter; 
they are avoilobk in our library. VYonne won SDES' photo conkst 
last ~r. We thoupt you would enjoy reading 0 bit about epis in 
New aoland. 
Dear Pat, 

Hellol Let me introduce myself. My name is 
Yvonne Brunton and I am an EpiphyUum grower in 
New Zealand. I have just been appointed the position 
of news editor for the Auckland Epiphyllum and Hoya 
Society newsletter. We are a group of interested epi 
fanciers and our membership is scattered and relies 
upon our quarterly newsletter for epi news. 

I am writing to ask if you could write an 
article on the history and the day-to-day running of 
the epi houses at the San Diego Wildlife Park which 
you are coordinator. My husband and I visited the 
park in May 1995 and were very impressed with the 
park and especially the epi houses. Information on 
the housing, area involved, climate and work involved 
would also be of interest to our readers. I do hope 
you can enlighten our readers with some information 
on your members' interesting venture at the wildlife 

park. 
I am a member of the SDES and the ESA and 

find the newsletters informative. We also enjoyed 
attending the Mother's Day Show at Balboa Park the 
same year. We are also hoping to come and visit 
again in the near future to view more of the epi 
growers' collections. I have imported two consign­
ments of cuttings from California in the last two 
years, hoping to have the first cuttings for sale on the 
NZ market early in 1998. 

Here in New Zealand. our seasons are oppo­
site to that in California. We are just approaching 
our Winter. Our epis flower Nov-Dec-Jan depending 
on the weather. Our New Zealand climate varies 
greatly in most areas due to the diversity of the 
geographical landscapes which our small country has. 
Growing conditions vary greatly between higher 
altitude dwellers to that of those who live on the 
lower areas and nearer the coasts. 

I do hope that you can send me some infor­
mation and do look forward to hearing from you. 

Dear Pat, 

Yours sincerely. 
Yvonne Brunton 

New Zealand 

Firstly many heartfelt thanks for the extensive 
information which you sent me all about he epi 
houses and the SDWP. My thanks to your news 
editor. Pat Neal. for her permission to use her arti­
cles. I am hoping to use this for an extensive article 
in our September issue of our Society's newsletter. 

Epi growers here in NZ are few but there 
does seem to be quite a lot of interest by private 
collectors. Our country has been lacking badly in 
promoting these beautiful flowers. 

My congratulations to all involved with the epi 
houses at the park - a truly great effort and I have 
been recommending people to visit the houses if they 
are ever in the area. 

We have a mutual interest in a great plant 
which has a beautiful flower and with your talented 
hybridizers and growers in the U.S. I hope we can 
keep the interest in epi hybrids worldwide. 

Keep up all the good work. 
Many thanks once again for your help. 

Sincerely. 
Yvonne Brunton 
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Kate Sessions starue 

SDES members vote to donate $1,500 
At the June 11'h business meeting. the San 

Diego Epipltyllum Society voted to make a donation of 
S 1 ,500 to tlte Kate Sessions statue that will be erected 
here in Balboa Park next year. The cost for the statue 
is S63,500 and most of that has been raised. An 
estimated 510.000 to SI2.000 more is needed. Other 
donations have ranged from 55 to S 10,000. 

Approximately a dozen other garden clubs have 
made donations so far. They include the garden clubs 
of La Jolla. Chula Vista, Rancho Bernardo. Point Lorna. 
Lake Hodges. Grossmont, and Poway Valley. Other 
horticultural organizations that have donated are the 
fuschia and ikebana societies. the California Rare Fruit 
Growers and the Professional Women's Horticultural 
Association, 

Current plans are for the statue to be installed 
next spring. possibly the March-April timeframe. The 
sculpture was designed by a native San Diego artist. 
Ruth Hayward. The statue will be cast in a los Angeles 
foundry. The statue will show Kate Sessions in a long, 
flowing skirt. shirtWaist and hat; it will represent how 
she appeared in about 1910. The 6~' statue will show 
her with a trowel in one hand. a seedling in the other 
hand and a basket of seedlings at her feet. 

It will be located at Balboa Drive and EI Prado 
near the southwest corner of Sefton Plaza near the 
Laurel Street entrance to the park. The statue will 
stand facing slightly to the northwest and the area 
behind the statue will be planted with shrubs that Kate 
Sessions introduced. Two bronze low-voltage well­
lights will be set into and mounted flush with the 
hardscape. 

Kate Sessions (1857-1940) was a renowned 
horticulturist. landscape designer and nursery woman. 
She imported and popularized hundreds of trees. 
palms, vines, shrubs and succulents. including the 
poinsettia. bird of paradise, Italian cypress, twisted 
juniper, queen palm, yellow oleander. Carolina yellow 
jasmine. banyan, New Zea.Jand Christmas tree. Aleppo 
pine. jacaranda. Brazilian pepper tree, blue cypress, 
bougainvillea and star jasmine. 

She was an ardent advocate of developing the 
city park. Kate Sessions became the official "City 
Gardener" and be,an extensive plantings on the scrub 
brush acreage now known as Balboa Park. Beginning 
in 1892. under contract with the aty of San Diego. she 

planted more than 100 trees a year in the park and 
contributed more than 300 trees a year to the beautifi· 
cation of the city. She helped with the design of the 
park and with the hugely successful 1915 Exposition. 
She advocated many of the developed areas such as 
Palm Canyon and the Aloe and Agave Garden. 

In May 1940, Alfred D. Robinson. a good friend 
of Kate Sessions and co-founder of the San Diego Floral 
Association and California Garden Magazine, wrote in 
his "Appreciation. Not an Obituary": " .. . a tribute to 
the most interesting plant lover and woman in this 
writer's gardening experience .... Those who attended 
the Floral Association meetings know of her unrivaled 
power to convey knowledge and arouse enthusiasm." 

The San Diego Epiphyllum Society has been 
extremely successful and members recognize that our 
affiliation with Balboa Park has contributed tremen­
dously to both our financial success and our success in 
spreading the discovery and joy of growing epis to the 
many people who happen to come across our annual 
Mother's Day Show. 

In recognition of the benefits we enjoy at the 
Park - rent-free rooms for monthly meetings. board 
meetings, workshops. storage, courtyards for sales -­
the use of tables. chairs. pedestals. the kitchen. lockers 
- no power bills or janitorial seIVices to pay. SOES 
members voted to share some of our good fortune and 
contribute to something in the Park that recognizes the 
gardening community. 

While Kate Sessions wasn't necessarily an "epi­
person" like the rest us. we do share some of her 
goals: to convey knowledge and arouse enthusiasm. 
That spirit was contagious during the meeting. Follow­
in, the vote on the donation. a guest. Dee Ambrose, 
said she was inspired by our enthusiasm and thought 
a donation to the Kate Sessions statue was a fantastic 
idea. She was sorry she wasn't a member who could 
vote in favor of it. and so donated S5 towards the 
statue . She later joined SDES. Thanks to her. our 
check for the statue will be S 1.505. 

Any individuals who would also like to con­
tribute can do so. Please make checks payable to "City 
Beautiful of San Diego, Inc." with a memo. ~For Kate 
Sessions Sculpture Fund" and mail to City Beautiful of 
San Diego. P. O. Box 80878, San Diego. CA 
92138. 
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Nathan Blumstein 
8600 Shirley Avenue 
Northridge. CA. 9J32~151 

Mary Sriccetti 
1204 West Sunset Drive 
Redlands, CA 92373-6505 

William C. Srowning 
603 San Vicente Court 
San Diego, CA. 9211~732 

Gary Burbcl 
4120 Twiggs 
Sill Diego, CA. 9211()'2811 

Bruce Burlson 
26403 Zepher Avenue 
Harbor Gty, CA 9071(). 
3648 

joseph Calderone 
1962 Aiderbrook Place 
Chula Vista. CA 91913-
2325 

Christopher Cames 
16055 WlI'1nington Lane 
Huntington Beach. CA 
92649-2280 

Carol Ann Causey 
3&44 W, l47th Street 
H.wthorne, CA. 90250-8328 

George Chenauh: 
42 Oak Mountain Court 
Sin RlfMt. CA 94903-1038 

Guadalupe Child~ 
646 RlChael Avenue 
N.ional Gty. CA 91950-
3107 

Kathy Oark 
3783 Pion~r Place 
San Diego. CA 921OJ.2318 

Geora:e Colegrove 
S238 Fontaine 
s.n Dieso. CA. 9212().1256 

Teresa Conway 
1140 Seattle Street #412 
San Francisco. CA 94109 

Epi News 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
ShiWn Davis 
45th Avenue 
Chula Vista. CA. 9191(). 
1160 

Vicky Dayon 
P.O. Box 39047J 
Anza. CA. 9253~73 

Peggy D'Porte 
46 Brisa Fresea 
Rancho Santa Fe. CA 92688 

Sharon Escher 
3215 Ryan Drive 
Escondido, CA. 92025-7811 

Carol Fuller 
3181 A Str~ 
San Diego. CA 92102-1749 

Bob Gillette 
34 Rice Canyon Rend 
Rainbow ... CA 92028 

Barbara A. Golik 
12524 Pacato Grde South 
San Diego. CA 92128 

Charity Hagen 
P.O. Box 145 
Wildomar. CA 92595-0145 

Mike Haines 
52 Castle Street: 
Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL312DY Ensland 

Marvin Humphrey 
4417 Collwood Lane 
Sill Dieso. CA 92115-2014 

Laurie Ibenez 
8583 Pueo Del Sol 
Santee. CA 92071-4058 

Connie Janzen 
8020C Winter Glldens Blvd. 
El Cajon. CA 92025-1464 

Ida jones 
339 Alta Lane 
El Cajon. CA 92021-4216 

Lissa Kalledsoe 
33J6 Quimby Street 
San Diego. CA 92106-1810 

Dorothy Kerig 
23521 Marsala 
laguna Hills. CA. 92653· 

'34' 
Elsie King 
2728 Pittsville Rend 
Gretna. VA 24557 

Mary Ann Klien 
3533 Bentley Drive 
Spring Valley, CA. 91977-
2002 

Karen Kutch 
1937 Westwood Place 
Pamona. CA 91768-1548 

Larry lAwrence 
42 Oak Mountain Court 
Sill Rafael. CA 94903·1038 

Valerie Martin 
8034 White Oak Avenue 
Northridge. CA. 913254358 

Mildred Mikas 
17017 Matinal Road 
San Diego. CA 92127·1451 

Gasy Mitchell 
2956 Felicity Road 
Escondido, CA 920294)722 

Kilen Mitchell 
8838-4 Mission Vesa Court 
SantH. CA 92071-4277 

Bob Murphy 
P.O. Box 12021 
El ~on. CA 92022-2021 

Dlllene Arillle Nelson 
3030 James Street 
San Diego. CA 921()6..1437 

Gary Olson 
514 Plllcwood Drive 
San Diego. CA 92139-1309 

Lyle Olson 
514 Parkwood Drive 
San Diego. CA 92139-1309 

Dale Parent 
1168 San Lori Lane 
EI Cajon. CA 92017·3447 
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Donna Poirier 
4351 Caminito de la Escena 
San Diego. CA 921()8..4239 

Michele Poirier 
4351 Caminito de la Escena 
San Diego. CA 92108-4239 

Patricia Powelson 
12047 Meriden Lane 
San Diego. CA. 92128-4339 

Naomi Siplin 
P,O. Box 470274 
Los Angeles. CA 90047· 
on. 

Gu~aJupe Sousa 
6324 Mt, Adelbert Drive 
San Diego. CA. 9211 1-3227 

Joan Stoffers 
755 Yucca Ridge Lane 
San Marcos. CA 92069-
.775 

Kay Thompson 
P.O, Box 5946 
Chula Vista, CA 91912-
5946 

Don Vigneault 
7170 Salerno Street 
San Diego. CA 92111-3414 

Sherry Whittemore 
6447 Seascape Drive 
San Dieso. CA 92139-2325 

StC!'Ve Whittemore 
6447 Seascape Drive 
San Diego. CA 92139-2325 

Judie Wilken 
9839 Caminito Pelon 
San Diego. CA 92131 -2112 

Ginser Williams 
1302 Pueo Hermosa 
Oceanside. CA 92056-2100 

VlIlnete Wirant 
401 Avenida Adobe 
Escondido. CA 92029-7919 


