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Animal Park's gardens featured in March 
Cary Sharp, chief 

horticulturist for the San 
Diego Wild Animal Park, 
will be the guest speaker 
for the SDES meeting on 
March ll 'h. His presen­
tation will provide an 
overview of horticulture 
at the Park. 

GOODIES UST 
ViVlin Noms 

Anlli Brownmg 
Don FrillClS 

S4.ndri CNpm 

Cary has been in his present position for 
seven years. As chief horticulturist, his job includes 
overseeing the constant maintenance of the world· 
renowned gardens and other grounds. plus the 
planning of horticulture for new exhibit areas. Many 
of you have probably seen Cary in a couple Round-Up 
commercials on television. Now's your chance to 
meet him in person. 

February meeting 
At the February 11'h business meeting. Trea­

surer Margaret Pethley informed us that the rental 
fees at the storage facility are going up. but that we 
can get a ten percent discount if we pay for a full 
year in advance. Members approved the payment. 

Wild Animal Park Coordinator Pat Barrett 
showed the new nametags that will be used for the 
plants in the display house. The nametags have the 
size and color of the flower in smaller type in the 
lower right-hand comer to help our workers when 
they make cuttings. Pat expects to place all the new 
signs in the pots when we "weed and feed." She 
thanked Mel Horstman for 
typing the hundreds of 

and distribute them. 
President Phil Peck introduced a special guest 

for the evening: Raymond Eden, President of the 
Epiphyllum Society of America. 

Ken Britt brought in dozens of plants from his 
personal co llection for a silent auction. All proceeds 
go into the Richard G. Latimer Research Fund for use 
in DNA testing. The auction netted 594 for the fund. 

In addition. Ken is in charge of sales for the 
Mother's Day Show and reminded everyone that we'll 
need lots of cuttings for the sale. as well as volun­
teers to work on both Saturday and Sunday (May 9 
and 10). He announced that Margaret Pethley has 
volunteered to be head cashier. 

The annual budget which was published in 
February's £pi News was unanimously approved. 

Dave Mink's request to a one-time only ex­
change of a set of mailing labels with the palm 
society was also approved. Please see last month's 
newsletter for additional information. 

The November meeting will be held on the 
first Wednesday vice the second Wednesday due to 
Veterans Day. Please mark November 4'h on your 
calendars. 

Phil said that we still need a Garden Caravan 
Coordinator. a web-site coordinator and volunteers to 
teach pre-meeting workshops. The caravan is usually 
held on a Sunday in Mayor June after the Mother's 
Day Show and the coordinator arranges with three or 
four members for tours of their gardens. as well as 

refreshments. The web­
site coordinator will need 

nametags. Ken Britt for 
making the templates and 
everyone who volunteered 
to put the nametags to­
gether. 

Monthly workshop 
to have a computer with e­
mail access. Phil said he 
will maintain the web 
page. but needs someone 
to answer e-mail that 
comes in and arrange for 
the next flower that will be 
featured. 

Mother's Day Show 
chairman Randall Weldoer 
announced that sign-up 
sheets were on the back 
table to sign up for various 
entry categories and volun­
teer help. as well as the 
potluck lunch. He brought 
in flyers and encouraged 
everyone to take copies 

This year we're trying something 
different with the monthly workshop. Rather 
than having the same person(s) coordinate the 
topics. different members will present various 
talks and demonstrations on growing epis. If 
you would like to teach one of the workshops 
or have a guest speaker for one, please call 
President Phil Peck at 491-9495. Workshops 
are held at 7 p.m. in Room 104 directly across 
from Room 10 1 where we hold our business 
meetings. Workshops last approximately 25 
minutes. 

Phil and Vice Pres­
ident Greg Balvin have 
made arrangements with 
the San Diego Zoo for 
SDES to have display tables 
in the Zoo during the 

continutd on ptJgt /0 
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Cuttings needed for May sales 
By Ktfl Bnn 

You got it. It's that time of year again for 
SDES - the time for our biggest fund raising event -
and our Superspectacular Flower show. This year's 
theme: MAfrican Safari." I think you'll agree with me 
that both of these events have been hugely successful 
in the past - and we hope to continue in that tradi­
tion. People LOVE those epis! 

My job is to try to continue OUf winning 
tradition. This means that I want to encourage as 
many of you as possible to donate eiphyllum cuttings 
and plants for the sale and as many of you as possible 
to donate time to preparing the plant materials for 
the sale. setting up and taking down the sales area 
and, during the sales. for you sales volunteers to help 
as many people as possible to buy our plants and 
cuttings. The last job won't be very difficult after 
visitors have seen our "African Safari" flower show. 

lAST YEAR 29 individual members or couples 
donated 7.458 hybrid epi cuttings. representing 640 
varieties plus about 500 cuts of other epiphytic 
species and related plants. In addition. we had about 
800 plants either donated or on consignment. 
Preparing and selling all that plant material was a 
huge job. 

You may remember from the February 
meeting that the largest item of income on our 1998 
budget is projected to be S9.S00 from the cutting and 
plant sale. That is about 70 percent of our income 
for 1998. In order to meet that goal we estimate that 
we will need to obtain about 8.000 cuttings and 
several hundred plants. 

Volunteers needed 
Sign-up sheets for members who are willing 

to assist at the sale on Saturday. May 9 th and Sunday, 
May 10111

• 9 a.m. to 4 p.m .• will be available at the 
March and April meetings. If you can help in any 
capacity before the sale. please call me or see me at 
the meeting. We will need help in collecting cuttings. 
at the work party on May 4th and help in setting up 
early on the 9'h and I O'h. and also in taking down the 
sales area afterwards. 

Again. the area in which we need the most 
help from all of our members is in the donation of 
cuttings. No matter how many or how few cuttings 

you can contribute. they will be greatly appreciated. 
You will receive a receipt stating your contribution. 
which may be used in your tax return as a tax de­
ductible contribution. 

Making cuttings 
Hybrids must be listed in the ESA Directory. 4'h 

Edition, June 1996. Make sure the bloom on your 
plant matches the description in the Directory. 

Cuttings should be 6 to 8 inches long. healthy 
and thick. not dried out, and no soft terminal growth. 
Good healthy cuttings can be made two to four weeks 
before the sale if stored in a cool. dry, shady environ­
ment. 

label with a black permanent marker like a 
Sharpee Pen. Write the name, as shown in the 
Directory (no abbreviations please). Do, however. use 
the abbreviations as follows for size and color: S. M, 
L. or XL and W for white. Pk for pink. Pr or Pur for 
purple. R for red. 0 for orange. and Y for yellow, For 
multiple colored flowers write "Multi". listing the 
predominant colors in descending order. Here are 
examples: 
...ceorge French - Y - l -- one color: large flowers 
-Charles P. Sherfy - MutliIR - XL - multiple colors. 
red predominant: extra large flowers 
-Colden Prince - OIR - XL - orange predominant. 
with red, extra large flowers 
_Three Oranges - O/RlPur - l - orange. red. and 
purple- in descending order of predominance: large 
flowers 

(-Please distinguish between pink and purple 
- a single letter won't do it. Remember also that Pur 
will include lavender. violet. puce. etc.) 

If you have several cuttings or stems of the 
same plant and cannot label them all, secure them in 
separate paper bags for each plant and label the bag 
with the above information. Do not use plastic bags 
because the cuttings may rot. 

Yellows needed 
Remember that there is a large demand for 

cuttings of yellow flowers. so please include as many 
yellows as you can. We will have a separate area for 
cuttings of epiphytic species and related genera such 
as Aporaocactus. HeJiocereus. Disocactus. Rhipsalis and 

continutd on pagt 4 
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Cuttings ... 
,ontinutd from pagt 3 

others. Some of these are difficult to cut. label and 
handle. but we appreciate the extra effort. They were 
big sellers at the show last year. 

Getting cuttings 
to the sale 

Bring as many cuttings as you can to the April 
8'h meeting or send them with a board member to 
the April 22nd board meeting. Remember, our May 
meeting is after the show this year. If you have a 
large collection and would like assistance in cutting 
and labeling. please contact me to schedule. If you 
cannot bring, deliver or mail your cuttings and need 
them picked up, please let me know when, where and 
how many. 

NOTE: Members who cannot attend meetings 
can mail cuttings (only from within California) to my 
address. This would be a perfect way to contribute 
to SD£S' work. A two pound package by Priority 
Mail. two-day delivery. costs S3.00. One contribution 
last year came with 358 cuttings (it was more than 2 
Ibs!). 

Mail cuttings to Ken Britt. Sales Chainnan. 
1737 Penasco Road. £1 Cajon, CA 92019-3706. 

Donating plants 
If you wish to donate plants to the sale, 

please talk to me in advance. rather than just showing 
up with the plants at the sale. Table space is often at 
a premium. We will accept plants as donations or on 
consignment only. All muse be properly identified. 

Pre-sale work party 
We need to receive all cuttings by Monday, 

May 4'h, fo r a pre-sale Work Party at my home. We 
will need volunteers to check labeling and quality of 
cuttings, place cuttinp in bags, and alphabetize the 
bags. We will make a complete catalog of cuttings 
which will assist sales people and customers on the 
days of the sale. Cuttings will be accepted after May 
4'11, but they will not be included in the catalog. If 
you would like a personal copy of our catalog. notify 
me by May S'h. Cost is Sl.OO. It will be available at 
the sale. 

Any questions? 
Call me at (619) 588-4163. 

Midwest conference planned 
The Omaha Cactus and Succulent Society is 

sponsoring the Midwest Cactus and Succulent Conference -...-/ 
June 12-14. 1998. The event includes seminars. book 
signing party. rare plant auction. open judging plant show 
and banquet. Among the topics to be presented: the 
genus Haworthia. South American cacti. South African 
micro-succulents, grafting cacti, and DNA by Dr. Rob 
Wallace. Registration fee-S45: banquet-S 1 S. It will be held 
at Ramada Inn. 2325 Avenue N, Council Bluffs, lA 51501 
(712) 328-3881. For more information contact Nancy 
Brown. P.O. Box 220. Waterloo. NE 68069. Telephone 
(402) 779-3416. 

SAN DIEGO EPIPHYLLUM SOCIElY 
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President: Phil Peck 
3994 Alabama Strttt 

San Ditgo. 0\ 92104-2716 
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Treasurer: Margaret Pethley 

Correspondence Secretary: Jeannette Dunon 
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(760) 74!M069 

Director: Ken Brin 
Director: Doug Ward 
Director: Pat Barren 
Director: Pat Neal 

Director: Larry Vlasoff 
Editor: Patricia Neal 
2521 Murray Ridgt Road 

San Ditgo. CA 92123-3450 
(619) 565-0340 

Epi News is published monthly by San Diego 
Epiphyllum Society, Inc. Post Office Box 
126127. San Diego. 0.. 92112-6127. 
Membership is SS.OO per person per year: 
international rate is S 12.00 per person. 
General meetings are held the second 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m .. in 
Room 101. Casa del Prado. Balboa Park. Web 
site: http://surfnfax.comlepi 
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Award Categories 
William and Ruth Nelson Troohv: This rrophy IS 
named in honor of the first President and First lady 
of this Society. Eligible plants may be either hybrids 
or species plants of or between the following genera 
of the cactus family: Selenicereus. Hylocereu5. 
Aporocactus, Heliocereu$. Epiphyllum. Disocactu5. 
RhipsaJis. Rhipsalidopsis. Schlumbergera or othe r 
closely re lated genera. Plants eligible for this trophy 
must have been grown by the exhibitor for at least 
the laS[ six months. This trophy is a gift of Richard 
G. Latimer Jr. 
lacob W. and Miriam Troxell Trophy: This trophy is 
in memory of two of the founding members of this 
Society. This trophy is given to the best exhibit that 
reflects this year's show theme. This trophy is a gift 
of this Society. New this year! This year we'll have 
two categories in the Troxell Trophy competition. 
One division will be for those who use only one 
table or a half table. The second division will be for 
tbose who use two or more tables or who do a floor 
display. There will be second and tbird places given 
in botb divisions and tbe winners of eacb division 
will ba~ tbeir names engraved on the perpetual 
uopby. 
Buddy Hurst Trophy: This trophy is a memorial (0 the 
long time Epiphyllum commercial grower of Los 
Angeles area. This trophy is given to the best newly 
registered hybrid flower in the show. To be eligible. 
the flower must have been registered in the last five 
years. New tbis year! This category is now open to 
everyone. Boda tbe hybridizer's and exhibitor's 
names will be recognized. This trophy is a gift of 
Ernest W. Angus. 

Please return 
perpetual trophies 

Last year's winners of the Mother's 
Day Show perpetual trophies are asked to 
return them to show coordinator. Randall 
Weidner. no later than the April 8th SDES 
meeting. Thank you. 

Richard G. latimer Ir. Educational Trophy: This 
perpetual trophy honors our late President. Richard G. 
latimer Jr., and is awarded to the best educational 
display. There must be at least two eligible displays 
for the trophy to be awarded. 
Eva Clover Trophy: This trophy is a memorial to this 
founding member and is awarded to the best flower 
on the Society's display table which 15 devoted to 
members who have only a few flowers to display. 
Eligible flowers must be labeled with the exhibitor'S 
name. This trophy is a gift of this Society. 
Walter and Penny Bunker Trophy: This trophy is 
named in honor of these founding members and is 
given to the best flower arrangement that must 
include flowers from plants eligible for the Nelson 
Trophy and other plant material and flower arranging 
props. This trophy is a gift of this Society. 
The People's Choice Trophy: This trophy is awarded 
to the best flower on the People's Choice Table and 
is detennined by our visitors. This trophy is a gift of 
George and Jerry Plaisted. 
The President's Choice for the George French Award: 
This trophy is named in honor of this founding 
member and is given by the current SDES president 
for his or her favorite Epiphyllum flower. thus the 
· President's Choice.- Eligibility for this trophy is an 
open field - nursery. hybridizer or private grower, 
named or unnamed , seedling or old favorite. This 
trophy is a gift of Chuck Everson and Jerry Williams of 
Rainbow Gardens Nursery. 
Small Blooms: Registered medium·small, small and 
extra small flowers will be judged for an award given 
by Don and Judy Francis, Small blooms of flowers 
that are regisl:ered as mediums or large are not 
eligible for this award. 
Second and Third Place Ribbons will be awarded in all 
the above categories except the People's Choice 
Award and the President's Cboice for the George 
Frencb Award. 
Exhibitor'S Best Ribbons: Exhibitor's Best Ribbons will 
be awarded to the bloom o n each exhibitor's table 
which is considered by the judges to be that exhibi· 
tor's best. Flowers on the Society's display table, the 
small hybrid and new hybrid tables, and those on the 
People's Choice Table are not eligible. New (his year! 
The color of tbe Exhibitor's Best Ribbons will be in 
a new color this year to avoid confusion. 
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""Remove dead and unsightly branches. Remove dead leaves and debris from containers, eliminating a 
haven for harmful pests and allowing oxygen to get to the soil and the roots, 

""Bail for snails. Snails become more active in wet weather. 

""Check for aphids and anrs. Ants are attracted to the nectar in developing buds, but do no damage to 
epis. However, their presence is an indication that mealy bugs which are brought in by ants may be on 
the plant or in the soil. Small infestations may be controlled with a 50-50 solution of water and 
isopropyl alcohol, larger infestations may require chemical treatment such as Malathion, When using 
chemicals to control pests, be sure to read labels and follow instructions completely. 

""Check for scale insects. Little spots that can be flicked offwith your fingernail are probably scale, They 
should be removed promptly with soapy water. You may have to repeat treatment. Again chemical 
treatment may be necessary for large infestations. 

""Give mature plaots a final feeding of nitrogen-free liquid fenilizer. Use 0-10-10 or 2-1 0-1 0 on mature 
planrs; 5-10-10 on immature ones, 

VDon't relocate plants tbat are developing buds. This can cause buds to drop. However, some bud 
drop is normal. A plant may set more buds than it can support and will naturally shed some. 

VEnsure developing buds have room to grow, Hanging plants need enough space between plants for 
the flowers to open freely. Trellised plants also need space for blossoms to open, but also ensure that 
ties holding the plant aren't constricting buds, 

VDe-bud young planrs. Some of last year's cuttings will set buds. most of which will not develop into 
full buds or blooms. Pinching off these buds will redirect the plant's energy back into its roots to form 
new branches. making for a fuller. healthier mature plant in the future. However. some people prefer 
to leave the buds alone. letting mother nature take its course as they drop off of their own accord. 

""Oteck for root rot. While the winter rains are good for epis. the deluge we often receive in winter may 
be doing more harm than good. Over-watering causes stagnant soil and root rot. Is there enough air 
circulation around your epis to help dry out the excessive rain. especially those plants in plastic pots? 
Is the soil so constantly saturated with water. that no oxygen is getting to the roots? 

Remember that epis draw moisture from humidity. Even though some outdoor plants aren't 
getting direct rainfall. they may still be getting plenty of moisture from the air. They. too. can get root 
rot if they're watered too much during wet weather. Keep an eye on them as well. 

Any plants sitting on shelves. benches or patios should not be left: standing in puddles of water. 
If they're sitting in saucers. turn the saucers over and sit the plants on top. 

It's important to keep an eye on all our plants. Signs of root rot include thin, withered branches. 
Sometimes discolorations appear at the base of the plant and spread up through the branches. Healthy 
branches should look plump and shiny and feel waxy. 
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Dear Pat. 
Well. here I am again! J'm nothing if not 

persistent. ['m writing about a subject J've brought to 

yo ur attention severa l times before. 
On page 6 of the £pi News. Volume 23. 

Number \, in the "Now is the Time~ column. 5'h check 
mark. it says "Pick ripe apples (seed pods)". They are 
!lQ! apples. Only one plant in the world produces 
apples. and that's an apple tree. never on any other 
plants including cacti. The term Happles" even shows 
up in the recipe for Cactus Candy on page 7. 

I don't know why it seems so difficult to use 
the correct terminology. it's just as easy to do it right 
as it is to do it wrong. I think you'd find it very 
satisfying to know you're doing it right. It could even 
become a habit. automatic without giving it a second 
thought. 

Dear Jody. 

Happy New Year. 
Velma Featherstone 

Newhall. CA 

I just received the December £pi News and I 
was again distressed to see an explanation to Ruth 
I(owed<y of South Haven. Michigan of her question 
NWhat are apples?" In your answer the first sentence 
is NApples are the seed pods on cacti and succulents. H 

Nothing is further from the truth. There is 
nothing in the whole wide world that produces apples 
except apple trees. There is an easy way to tell. 
Where you cut into an apple. you will find the seeds 
in the core. There are none in the fleshy apple fruit. 

Now what do we find in the fruit of cacti or 
succulents (and cacti are succulents)? The seeds are 
distributed all through the fruit. like in berries. 
strawberries. raspberries and so on. So the fruit that 
grows on our plants (epiphyllum hybrids) are berries. 
They can be called simply fruit. but they should never. 
ever be called "apples". 

I have tried for years to get our members to 
stop using "apples" erroneously and most of the time 
they are perfectly willing to do it right. but once in a 
while. like now. Ncactus apples" creeps back in. in one 
form or another. 

We find other plants that are confused as 
well. People continue to call "Deutsche Kaisenn" by 
the name of Empress or German Empress. When we 
all speak the same language. everyone knows what 

everyone else is talking about. 
I hope you aren't offended. but I do believe 

that no one wants to disseminate information that 
isn't correct. 

Sincerely. 
Velma Featherstone 

Dear Pat. 
I wrote the enclosed letter to Jody after 

reading the December Epi News. 
She has returned the letter to me, saying that 

you are the person who wrote the article: she only 
wrote the part about cutting flowers and keeping 
them longer. 

['m pretty sure than anyone who read the 
December issue would come to the conclusion that 
Jody wrote the part about the answer to the lady in 
Michigan. 

This has become more complicated, but in 
addition to the letter I sent to you yesterday. I hope 
I'm finished with this subject by sending you this 
letter. 

Velma Featherstone 
Dear Velma. 

Well. you've written me numerous rimes. but this 
is the first time you've ever complained about the use of 
"apples." rve been doing the Epi News for more than five 
years and no one's ever complained about "apples H

; infact. 
much of the information you find in £pi News comes from 
the SDES archives where "apple" is used repeatedly. I can 
tell, however. that you feel very strongly about it. 

You're right that the epiphyllum seed pods are 
technically "berries" - defined as fleshy fruit containing 
two or more seeds or many seeds enclosed in flesh. To be 
on the "correct" side, I will start using the word berry in 
the newsletter. 

However, I disagree that it's wrong to call them 
apples. For years. people have called cacti and succulent 
seed pods "apples". Here's why they havt and why it's 
acceptable to do so: 
APPLE definitions from several dictionaries: 

"Any of various other similar fruits or fruit-like 
products or plants." Random House Dictionary of the 
English Language College Edition. 

"Any of various fruits or plants with more or less 
resemblance to the apple." Doubleday Dictionary. 

"One of several fruits or plants with Ijttle resem­
blance to the apple." Funk and Wagnafls Standard Desk 

• 
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Dictionary. 

"A fruit or other vegetable production sugges­
tive of an apple." Webster'S New Collegiate Dictio-
nary. 

"Any of several ocher plants, especially those 
with fruits like the apple, fruits of any of these 
plants. " American Heritage College Dictionary. 

Granted these are second and third defini­
tions of the word "apple," but chey're acceptable 
usage of the word.. People call epiphyllum seed pods 
"apples~ because they're round and red like apples, 
and it's noC wrong. For che purists among us, only 
"berry" will suffice, but I wouldn't dream of criticiz­
ing anyone for ever using "apple" instead of "berry." 

Pat 
Dear Pat, 

Many thanks for the generous folder of epi 
infonnation (beginner's kit) you sent. I'm pleased 
to have the helpful material to refer to and stay 
updated. Also. I share with friends whom I've 
started along the epi path with cuttings from my 
plants. 

Your newsletter is excellent - both in 
fonnat and content Have you ever had any details 
on what causes "freckling" or spotting on some 
plants? 

P.S. I really appreciate it when members list 
their favorite epis. many not familiar to me. Nice. 
too, when you include the names of top winners 
from the annual Mother's day Show. My Olympic 
Gold has bloomed three times already this year to 

my surprise and delight. 

Dear Diana, 

Appreciatively, 
Diana Hansen 
Riverside. CA 

You're welrome; fm glad you find the materi­
al h<lpfuL 

Spotting on epis is a subject of continuous 
debate. There can be many cawes including viruses, 
insect damage, hail damage, fertilizer burn ... Perhaps 
I can talk. one of our experienced members into 
writing an article on spotting. 

If ie's caused by virus, there's noc a lot you 
can do to prevent it. Some people are willing to 
make the best of it if the flowe r is especially beautiful 
or a special favorite. Others refuse to keep plants 

that spot badly and throw chern out. 
There are some hybrids that have gorgeous 

green growth until they fully mature and have a 
great flowering period.. Then they suddenly spot and 
die-back, literally self-destructing. If you have a 
plant that does this but ie's a faVOrite and you want 
to keep it, take a cutting or cwo and scare over. 
Starting over every few years may be the only way 
you can keep it looking half-way decent. 

If you suspect virus, your best bet is co keep 
your pruning tools as clean and sterile as possible. 
After pruning a plant, clean the blades wich alcohol 
or bleach before using chern on anocher plane. This 
will help prevenc spreading a virus. 

In addition, I understand that some plants do 
very well along the coast. but grow terribly inland 
and vice versa. Heat and humidity apparencly can 
play a part. Some people maintain that extreme 
heat brings out latent viruses. 

Perhaps some of our members will write and 
share their theories? 

Pat 

Chex Muddy Buddies 
At thl:' JilUu,uy meeting, MolI'!l:' Schlollpfer brought 

olI tre.Jlt for the refreshments tible. It proved to be olI greit 
hit olInd severolll people .1ISke'd for the TKipl:'. Here it is: 

9 cups (hex cereil (iny v.1lriety) 
1 pickige (6 ouncl:'5l semisweet chocolue chips t I CUp) 
' ~ cup peinut burter 
I,~ cup mirgarine or burter (do not use spread products) 
1 teaspoon vinilloill 
I Y} cups powdered sugoillr 

Measure cereal into loiIIrge bowl; set nidi:' . Microwave 
chocolate chips. peanut butter and mirxmne in I·quart 
microwoillvoillble bowl on high 1 minute; stir. Microwoillve 30 
s«onds longer or until mixture can be stiIT~ smooth. Stir 
III vanilloill. Pour chocolate mixture over cereal in bowl, 
stirring until evenly COoillted. Pour into large plutic food · 
storage bag; oiIIdd powdered sug.1lr. Seoilll bag; shoillke until 
well-cooillted. Spreoilld on wv:ed paper to cool. Makn 9 
cups snack. IMPORTANT: Because microwoillves cook differ­
endy. timn.Jlte oiIIpproximue. 

Roillnge--Top Oir«tions: Me.1lSure cereal into loiIIrge bowl: set 
oiIIside. Heat chocoloillte chips. peanut butter and moillrxarine 
III I-quoillrt S.JIucepan over low beat. stirring fr~uentJy . until 
melted. Remove from beat: stir in volin ilia. Continue n 
dir«te'd above. 
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February meeting ... 
rontinutd jrom page 2 

month of April which has been designated as "Buds in 
Bloom" month for Balboa Park. (The new statue of 
Kate Sessions is scheduled to be dedicated in early 
ApriL) SDES can set up a table or two at the bottom 
ofFem Canyon and display epis. hand out educational 
literature. answer questions and publicize the Moth· 
er's Day Show. (No sales.) We'll need volunteers for 
this. We can set up any day we have volunteers - we 
pick the days and hours. Anyone interested in 
helping out should call Greg at (619) 266-1836. 

George Plaisred said that we've also been 
invited to participate in the San Diego Botanical Soci­
ety's Saturday, April 18'h "Buds in Bloom~ event on 
the Prado. We're welcome to sell plants and cuttings, 
display epis and hand out literacure. Volunteers will 
be needed. 

Evelyn Shiraki from Los Angeles presented a 
slide presentation feacuring her epi hybrids, only one 
of which has been registered. In 1996 she registered 
Ferris Wheel. a cross of Ruby Snowflake and Pegasus. 
She also showed some slides of Darryl Miyamoto's 
hybrids, In addition, she showed slides of some of 
her favorite epis: King of Yellows, Frosted Raspberry, 
Romantic Night. Melon Whip and Grand Finale, which 
variegated one year but bloomed normally the follow­
ing year. 

Evelyn has won numerous awards at epi 
shows for trellised epis. She said five feet is the 
tallest she ever trellises an epi - any taller and winds 
continually tip them over. She drills two holes on 
opposite sides of a pot and uses stainless steels 
screws and nuts to hold the vertical wood trellis 
pieces to the pot. Small cross bars are wired to the 
vertical pieces with galvanized wire and green garden­
ing ties are circled around the outside of the epi to 
hold it up. 

She starts the trellising process when the 
plants are in small pots and gradually works them up 
into five gallon pots, The height of the trellis de­
pends on the size of the pot. but she emphasized 
that five feet is the limit or they get too top-heavy. 
Trellising doesn't work with epis that have short bran­
ches; these work best as basket plants. 

Moving a trellised plant to a larger pot is 
difficult. Evelyn commented that she breaks a lot of 
branches and uses them for cuttings. In addition. 

she drastically cuts down the root ball. 
Evelyn said trellised epis take up much less 

room, but she said she's been told that hanging epis 
bloom better because that's their natural growth. She 
said a trellised may simply look like it blooms more 
with the branches kept closely together. 

Epi blooms brought in for display in February 
were Striped Beauty, Wedding Bells, Rosena, Gene 
Lund and Argus. 

Annual home garden semmar 
planned Saturday, March 21 st 

The annual San Diego Home Gardening 
Seminar is scheduled for Saturday, March 21 st at 
University City High School. Sponsored by the 
University of California Cooperative Extension and 
Master Gardener Association, this seminar has grown 
each year and proven to be extremely popular among 
local gardeners, 

Attendees choose four out of 28 sessions 
offered throughout the day. This year topics range 
from care of roses, camellia. exotic fruit, topiary. 
herbs, landscape trees. and scented geraniums to 
composting, landscape lighting, pruning. koi care . drip 
and sprinkler systems. organic gardening. problem 
soils, landscape planning. floral design and birds. 

Of special interest: SDES Honorary Ufe 
Member Gus Schlapfer will be teaching a class on 
growing epiphyllums. Christmas and Easter cacti . 

To obtain a registration packet. call the 
Cooperative Extension Office at (619) 694·2860. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Laurl Autere 
Mikikltu 2862 
04400 Jlrvenpu 
Finland 

Darlene lyon 
240 Ent EI None Pk 
Escondido. CA 92026 

Nedra Stultz 
5638 Pal Mal 
Temple City, CA 91780 
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