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Epi slide show bonanza for July

A special representative from E.S.A. (maybe Raymond Eden, the
president) will be showing slides but not just any slides—these slides will be
from the Prof. Herbert Irwin collection. The slides are really unique and not
many people have seen them before. This may be your once and only
chance to see them. Prof. Irwin had the largest collection of hybridized epis
in CA—over 2500 varieties. Prof. Irwin and his sister-in-law, Mariam
Troxell were founding members of the San Diego Epi Society. This
promises to be a great presentation and you won’t want to miss it!

N\
June meeting ﬁﬁ\\\‘

: Our special speaker was Larry Kent
One of the many advantages of working from Kerf? s Bromeliad Nursery. He has
at the Wild Animal Park was. seeing a =

hummingbird nest hanging on one of the been in the bqsiness qf bromeliads since
. : : he was a child. His dad started the
epi plants Pat Barrett said and it had two b ARt €0%s. Tammy fell
babies in it. Call Pat at 442-2404 if you e "L i zla..e e i ey
would like to help some Satur day— to water :’ome 1a about evgl.'y two
clean, pull weeds, whatever. For you weel;s, don’t over water. Femllz_e but
new members, it would be a great way to e 1 the cup of the planl, only tn the
learn about epis. Pat was giving hugs to soil ' One.suggesuon Larry had for
everyone that evening. Come out next getting bromel:a.ds o bloon? il
month, maybe you will get a hug too. apple _(no, st s not-a typing Sfeur) o
Gus Schlapfer announced there was 82 the sq:l of the plant and put a plastic bag
that went on the garden tour. Everyone over it Tho applc produces a gas lhgl
had a great time and thanks to all those encourages the plant to bloom. Try it!
that helped make it the success it was. Brome_llac_is e .takt? low i:,ghkbut pre.fer
The raffle table was loaded with plants! good indirectilighing. Use=a potting
After Larry Kent did his presentation on mix that drams_ well. Cut-parent plant
bromeliads, he donated about a dozen off after blooming when the baby (new

: : e wth) is about 1/3 the size of the
large, unique, beautiful bromeliads to the gro X
raffle. Thanks to Larry, ticket sales went parent. The Kent’s Nursery has 35 acres

way up. President Phil informed us in a of bromeliads and is located at 1266
few months there will be an auction so I;;;g%e (S:;g; mﬁiﬁa?ﬂ?iij}?jo-g?g;
ZE:;;‘: whie byt 'chioice plancy e a group if enough were interested.)

Goodies list
No one signed up.
You will feel good

And make us all
Happy if you bring
Something in!
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year, international rate is $12 per person.
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at 7:30 p.m. in Room 101, Casa del Prado,
Balboa Park
Workshops are in Room 104, (same night
as gen. meeting) at 7:00 p.m.
SDES web site:
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Voo co the Time

’Mist plants. With the hot summer weather,
occasional misting or spraying is beneficial.
Do not allow soil to completely dry out.
Smaller pots need watering more often than
large ones. Clay pots will also need watering
more often than plastic ones. Best time to
water is early morning or evening: do not
water during the hottest part of the day.
Keep in mind that sun shining on drops of
water can cause sun burn.

v Fertilize plants that have completed their
blooming cycle with slow release nitrogen
fertilizer such as 5-10-10. Do nort overfeed.
Too much fertilizer can burn the roots, as
well as tender new growth. If using
granules, work it into the soil. Don't leave it
piled up against the plant where it'll burn it.
v/Remove spent blooms and unwanted
apples. Cut off about "4 inch above areola
to prevent damage to areola.

¢’ Transplant to larger containers the plants
that 2re outgrowing their pots. For
instance, transplant 4 inch pots into one
gallon containers and the one gallon pots
into two gallon. Mature plants that have
been in large containers for a couple years
can benefit from "potting on,” when the plant
is removed from the container and fresh
potting mix and plant are put back into the
same container. Do not water for a week
after repotting.

v'Plant new cuttings.

v’Protect epis from summer sun with shade
cloth, lath houses or under the dappled
shade of trees.

v’Ensure air circulation around epis by not
crowding them too closely together.
However, strong. dry Santa Ana winds can be
harmful and plants will need wind
protection. as well as more humidity.

Have a safe and happy Fourth of July|
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MEETING DATES PROGRAMS

ES.A REPRESENTATIVE SHOWING UNIQUE
SLIDES FROM THE PROF. HERBERT IRWIN COLLECTION.

JULY 14, 1999

November 10, 1999
December 1999

August 11, 1999 OPEN
September 8, 1999 JEAN GRAY - GRAY DAVIS EPIS
October 13, 1999 OPEN

DAVE MINKS, PALM SOCIETY PRES.
SD.ES. AWARDS BANQUET

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

Room 104, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park
7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

July 14, 1999
Flowering expectations and the
registering of new hybrids.

August 11, 1999

Bromelaids, orchids and epiphyllum, why are
they jungle friends? Special guest speaker
will be present.

September 8, 1999

Preparation for winter. Repotting and the use
of fertilizer both for growth and blooming
results,

October 13, 1999

Final meeting. Workshop review and
graduation. Certificates of Workshop-1999
completion to be given out. No meeting in
November or December.

q.%\l’ ™ 2
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Editor's note:

I need vyour help—in
order to continue
having a picture on the
front of the newsletter,
I need to borrow some
negatives/slides of epis
that haven’t been on
the front already.
There’'s a lot of good
photos out there so
how about sharing with
us?

HUNTINGTON LIBRARY SPECIAL OFFER—SPECIAL PRICE

Bruce Burgess of Save-On-Travel is having a deluxe motor coach--round trip to visit the

Huntington Library on Saturday, July 31, 1999. For information, call (619) 292-0070.
- The price is only $39 for the one-day trip, which includes an escorted tour by Bruce and

admission to the library. The magnificent buuty of the gardens will enchant you! There

will be a special exhibit on Sarah Siddons, the 18" century theater actress. Take the tour

and find out how Sarah manipulated to create her own celebrity status! Lunch is on your

own—there is a tearoom and a cafeteria or you can bring your lunch.
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Editor's note:

I need your help—in order to
continue having a picture on
the front of the newsletter, |
need to borrow some
negatives/slides of epis that
havent been on the front
already. There’'s a lot of
good photos out there so how
about sharing with us?

Stop!

Before you read any farther, please
check the mailing label on your
envelope. Is it time for you. to
renew your membership?

Correction

In last month’s issue on page 2 it was reported
under Best on SDES Table—FEva Clover Award
number 3 wae won by Jean Costanzo and it was
actually Jean Seile. Sorry for the error.

PLANT SALE

Gus Schlapfer is selling hundreds of
plants including epis, hoyas, cacti,
succulents, echieveria, and hawarthia at
such low prices—he is almost giving
them away! Call 469-3626 to make
sure he will be home. The Schlapfer’s
address is 6862 Rosefield Drive in La
Mesa. Hurry for the best choice!

from
Gray/Davis Epiphyllums
P. O. Box 710443
Santee, CA 92072-0443

To anyone interested in visiting our nursery-
We plan to be open on Thursdays and
Saturdays during the months of June and July
from 10 am. to 4:30 p.m. Because the flowers
have been so slow in blooming this year, we
should be having blooms at least through this
time. If you wish to come on a different day
we will still be available by appointment. You
can contact us for directions at (619) 448-2540
or by e-mail at GDEpi@msn.com. We look
forward to seeing you!

Jean Gray & Michele Davis .

Matthew Louviaux has Epiphyllum
oxypetalum specimens in one gallon
containers for sale for $5 each. His
address is 3857 Birch St #338,
Newport Beach, CA 92660. Call
714-565-3050 for more information.

Did you know guests get a plant their first time to
come lo a meeting? A few months ago the plants
weren’t available so the guests didn’t get one that
night. Please let us know the next time you attend so

you too can get your plant.

Has your area code
changed recently?
Please let Irene know
at (619)-482-0938.
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HYBRIDIZING

BY: Paul N. Kloppenborg
© Kloppenborg 1998

1) Remove the pollen from the stamens of the 1* plant.

2) Protect the pollen from damage by water (rain, etc.).

3) Pollen is very short-lived, ranging from an hour up to
| day (unless refrigerated).

4) The use of cotton bat on a stick, Q-tips or tooth picks
are recommended because they can be disposed of
after use.

5) If you use a paintbrush, clean it afterwards with
denatured alcohol.

6) Choose parent plants that are disease-free, good growers,
and have flowers that are different, (usually opposites in
color), so the offspring will be noticeably different.

7) Rub the pollen directly to the middle of stigma.

8) Make sure you use a good supply of pollen, remember:
vou want to fertilize as many seeds as possible.

9) Each pollen grain sends a thread-like filament of
protoplasm down through the style. When the nucleus of
the pollen grain makes contact with that of the ovule
(single, partially developed seed), fertilization occurs.

10) Fold the stigma-lobes (by twisting), so no other pollen
can enter your cross.

11) The use of a paper bag is sometimes used to prevent
fertilization by foreign pollen.

12) When the flower shrivels, the bag may be removed.

13) Tag that bloom with parentage information for your
records.

14) If a cross takes place, you’ll notice that the bloom will
not wither all the way to the leaf, instead it will stop
about 1 inch away and as time goes on a seedpod will
start to grow.

15) Let the pod mature until it becomes soft before removing
it.
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16) These are what some mature pods look like.

17) Remember: each seed may produce a totally different
flower.

18) A pod can produce anywhere from 50-300 seeds.

19) Fill a 3-inch pot with fine soil, place a paper towel cut to
size over the soil.

20) Spray your knife and the paper towel with denatured
alcohol.

21) Remove the seeds from the soft, ripened seed pod. Mr.
French suggests no more than 25-30 seeds per pot. This
will ease in their removal later on.

22) Spray the seeds with denatured alcohol.

23) Cover with a layer of fine soil.
24) Moisten the soil and place in a greenhouse.
25) Keep moist for 1-2 weeks until the seeds germinate.

26) Here are the new seedlings. Notice the one with two
leafs. This is the only time the epi will have these.
Shortly thereafter, the single growth will emerge from
their center.

27) When the seedlings are about 2 inches tall, remove each
one and place them in a 2-inch pot. Remember: Each
one is a totally different plant so keep them separate.

28) Move them to a larger pot each year to help them grow.
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29) George is holding a 2-3 year plant; the one at his left
elbow 1s about a year old.

In Closing: There is one tendency that many hybridizers
use that Mr. French would like to see abandoned and
that is grafting. His reasons are these:

A) He’s noticed that grafting will produce a totally
different flower than ones produced on their own
roots.

B) Grafting will often make a bloom variegated in
color. ;

C) It will often force a new hybrid to revert back to one
of its parent’s charactenistics.

D) And lastly, the blooms don’t show the consistency
that you get from one that is grown on its own root
system.

Paur N. Krorrensores

I’d like to thank Mr. George French for being so
gracious with his time and knowledge.

I used some sources for this paper. One of my favorites
is: “Epiphyllum Handbook™ by Haselton

Others used were: “Fine Flowered Cacti” by F.R.
McQuown and “Human Genetics” by Sam Singer

Thoughts from the Editor: Our Epi Society has a great bunch of
volunteers doing jobe that have very few thanks involved. When is the last
time you told Greg what a great job he is doing getting us all the special
speakers each month? Let's tell someone how much you appreciate what
he or she is doing -- the President, the secretary, the other officers, the
folks setting up the table for the refreshments each month and the list
goes on....They make this one of the best plant societies around! We sell
supplies for all your gardening neede—every meeting there are tables set
up with soil, pots, hangers, and many other supplies and the prices are the
lowest anywhere. Another person to thark for doing all that each month.
And the raffle table! You can buy a few tickets at a great price and come
home with expensive plants all donated by members. See what | mean?

,

Give some well earned thanks the next chance you get!! FAdaga




