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'ÈÝÌɯ8ÖÜɯ,ÖÝÌËȳ 
If you have moved or recently changed your 
physical OR email address, please update your 
address so that you can continue to receive your 
newsletter without interruption.  
 

Send your updates to:  
San Diego Epiphyllum Society c/o Membership  
P.O. Box 126127, San Diego, CA 92112-6127. 
  

OR email Membership@sdepis.org 
For faster response mail directly to Beth Jack-
son, Membership Secretaryðher address can be 
found in the membership roster.  
 

"ÈÓÌÕËÈÙɯÖÍɯ$ÝÌÕÛÚɯ 

 

September 5 ESA Monthly Meeting & Potluck 
 9 Safari Park Work Party 1 
 13 General Meeting  
 23 Safari Park Work Party 
 27 Board Meeting  
 

October 7 Safari Park Work Party 
 11 General Meeting  
 15 SDES Member Appreciation Potluck 
 21 Safari Park Work Party 
   21-22 Fall Home & Garden Show Del Mar 
 25 Board Meeting  
 

November 4 Safari Park Work Party 
 8 General Meeting  
 18 Safari Park Work Party 
 22 Board Meeting  
 

December 13 SDES Holiday Banquet 
  
 

May  2024 EpiCon 2024, Saturday, May 25th 

 
 

   1 
Additional Work Parties held every Tuesday. 

As we approach the Autumn Equinox on 
September 23, 2023, what more fitting cov-
er photo could we provide you other than 
George Frenchôs óAutumn Pinkô? Norman 
Obayashiôs entry tied for 3rd place with Pau-
la Reynoldsôs óPeg óNô Periô on the 2023 
MDSôs George French Best Hybrid table. 

.ÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÝÌÙȯ 
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Pre-Meeting Workshop: This monthôs workshop topic is yet to be determined. Held in Casa Del Pra-
do Room 104 at 7:00 p.m. 

August Program: Our monthly meeting was held in person and via Zoom on Wednesday, August 
9th. For our program last month, Jerry Moreau gave a presentation on his epi bloom photos taken dur-
ing the 2023 season. 

September Program: Our August monthly meeting will be held in person and via Zoom on 
Wednesday, September 13th. Gerry Mattijetz, a long-time hybridizer of such beauties as óEvent Hori-
zonô, óPrimary Ignitionô, and óNeon Smileô, will be sharing his knowledge on hybridizing and will talk 
about his hybrids. Gerry has been a presenter with us in the past. This program is not to be missed. 

 In Casa Del Prado Room 101 at 7:30 p.m. Pre-meeting workshop Room 104, 7:00 p.m. Zoom begins 
at 7:00 p.m. for socializing, and the online meeting will join the live meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯ"ÖÙÕÌÙɭ%ÙÖÔɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ#ÈÝÐËɯ"ÏÌÌÝÌÙ 

,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔ 

As a native San Diegan, the hottest time of the year was always August 
and September. As kids, starting school in September, we would 
sometimes get a day off because it was too hot for class and there was 
no air conditioning in any of the classrooms. So if possible be sure to 
give your epies  a day off from the heat with a spray misting of water to 
help keep them ócoolô during the hot weather. 

I hope all of you remembered  to feed your epies with a grow fertilizer 
to develop cuttings for next year for the Motherôs Day Show and Sale 
and later that month EpiCon XVII in May 2024.  

We are also looking forward to our End of Summer Member 
Appreciation Potluck to be held  on Sunday October 15, 2023 at the home of Keith and Linda Bennett 
in La Mesa. In addition to other local events, we have the Del Mar Fall Home and Garden Show 
coming up October 21 and 22. Our spectacular epi Photo Contest is coming in October with the Photo 
Show in November. Make sure to check out the rules and cutoff deadlines in Epi News, and  our end of 
year Holiday Banquet and Installation of Officers to be held on Wednesday, December, 13th.  

I want to thank Jerry Moreau for giving the presentation on all the epiphyllums that bloomed this year 
at the Safari Park. Great job!! If any of you have the room to grow and care for some cuttings for the 
society over this year for next yearôs sales, please contact Dean DeLibertis. We also need volunteers 
for our nominating committee for the elections coming up in the fall. It is going to be a busy and 
exciting fall so stay cool and see you at the meetings.   David Cheever, President 
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Remember the SocietyðSupport your passion, support the Societyôs collection at the San Diego 
Zoo Safari Park. Currently, we have the worldôs largest collection of epiphyllum hybrids and 
epiphytic species on public display. We also have a very unique new display, and to keep it intact 
SDES needs additional funding to maintain it. All money raised goes toward the care of the 
collection and display. We are all volunteers who create and upkeep the display because we are 
passionate about it. All donations are always welcome and greatly appreciated. Consider putting 
SDES and the epiphyllum collection in your will or trust.   

6Ìɯ ÙÌɯ*ÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯÐÕɯ3ÖÜÊÏ 

 

Our members are the most important part of our society. 
Together we create more beauty to enjoy.  

As with any group, we are more effective and stronger 
when we are unified togetherðand our membership 
spans the globe! Although the epies are what bring us 
together at first, lifelong friendships are made in the 
society. Knowledge, plants, passions, and stories of those 
who came before us are shared between membersðand everyone has fun!  

Corresponding Secretary: Sal Castellitto Corresponding@sdepis.org 
 

Membership Secretary: Beth Jackson at 858-692-0314 or Membership@sdepis.org     
 

Newsletter Editor: JK Hendershot at 619-301-3587 or  EpiNews@sdepis.org  

-ÌÞɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚ 

Janette Allen, San Diego, CA 

Cindy Bradshaw, Lake Elsinore, CA 

Karen Healy, San Diego, CA 

Kevin Jim, San Leandro, CA 

ȿ ÜÛÜÔÕɯ2ÏÈËÖÞÚɀȮɯ%1$ 
/ÏÖÛÖȯɯ)*ɯ'ÌÕËÌÙÚÏÖÛ 

6Ìɯ-ÌÌËɯ8ÖÜÙɯ'ÌÓ× 
If you have epies (cuttings or plants), succulents, interest-
ing garden items, or other plants you would like to donate 
to stock and increase the variety of items on our raffle ta-
ble, we need your help. To make a donation or to obtain 
more information on how you can help, please contact di-
rector, and raffle table coordinator, Paula Reynolds via 
email at paularey@aol.com  with your ideas and questions. 

Ɂ%ÓÖÞÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÙÌÚÛÍÜÓɯÛÖɯÓÖÖÒɯÈÛȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÏÈÝÌɯ
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V Maintain good grooming. Eliminate unsightly and non-

productive branches. This directs the plantôs energy into the healthi-
er branches which will produce stronger blooms next spring. 
Branches that have grown long should be in hanging baskets or trel-
lised.  

V Protect plants from excessive, direct sunlight. Although the end 

of summer is in sight, in Southern California we can still anticipate 
some very hot days. 

V Prevent soil from drying out. Also, keep an eye on the humidity. 

Even though it may be very hot, too much watering during humid 
weather can contribute to root rot. Make sure there is air circulation 
around your pots. 

V Protect new growth from wind damage. Hot, dry Santa Ana 

winds blow in September. Keep an eye on your plants during these 
days. 

V Protect apples (seed pods) from birds and rodents. Birds and 

raccoons love to eat them.  

V Give plants a final feeding. Use a balanced fertilizer (10-10-10) for the fall growing season. 

V Mist or hose down branches to clean off dirt and pollutants. With the hot summer weather 

letting up a bit, occasional misting or spraying is beneficial.  

V Some ñdie-backò is natural in epies. Fall is the season youôll see this along with some tender, 

green, new growth. 

V Many species plants bud and bloom now. Remember to give them some fertilizer and donôt 

move plants that are budding. 

V Watch for pests. Late summer and early fall is an active time for snails. During dry weather, 

snails and slugs are drawn to moist, potted plants. As many can attest, snails and slugs can destroy 
your mature plants. 
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Save the Date: 
The San Diego Epiphyllum Society 

Holiday Banquet and  
Installation of Officers 

Wednesday Evening, December 13, 
2023 

As the year comes to a close, 
and the Holiday Season and 
the New Year is just around 
the corner, you will definitely 
want to mark your calendars 
and save the date for the SDES 
Holiday Banquet coming up on 
Wednesday, December 13, 
2023. 

Also, the long-awaited EpiCon 
event will be reimagined as we 
prepare to launch EPICON 
XVII. The event was typically 
held every other year and host-
ed by one of our three South-
ern Californiaïbased epiphyl-
lum societies. After a six year 
wait itôs coming backðand 
will be better than ever. Itôs an 
event you surely will not want 
to miss. 

We look forward to seeing you 
at the Holiday Banquet and 
then reuniting with old friends 
and new at EpiCon in May 
2024! 
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 ÕÕÜÈÓɯ/ÏÖÛÖɯ"ÖÕÛÌÚÛɯ ÕÕÖÜÕÊÌËɯÍÖÙɯ.ÊÛÖÉÌÙɯ 
The San Diego Epiphyllum Society Annual Photo Contest has been announced and entry photographs 
must be submitted between September 1, 2023 and October 11, 2023. The 2022 Annual Photo Contest 
was a tremendous success, and there were more photographers involved than in previous years. This 
yearôs Annual Photography Contest will again, be held online digitally.  

While most of our members live in Southern California, we have many members living throughout the 
United States as well as other countries. SDES strives to include all of our members in events, whenev-
er possible. To further this objective, the 2023 SDES Photography Contest will be an online event. All 
of our membersðno matter where they liveðcan now participate in our photography contest.   

The contest categories are Single Flower, Multi Flower, and Epi Art. Your photographs must be submit-
ted between September 1, 2023 and the deadline October 11, 2023. All entries that meet the contest re-
quirements will be judged by our team of judges. Again, we will have a Peopleôs Choice category, so 
be sure to view the online entries and vote for your favorites. Rules for voting in the Peopleôs Choice 
category are on the website.  

Contest winners will be announced at the November 8, 2023, general membership meeting, with the 
results posted on our website shortly thereafter. The following links provide additional information 
SDES Photography contest Information and link for contest rules. Submit your photos via email to pho-
tocontest@sdepis.org. Good luck and enjoy the contest! 

 

/ÏÖÛÖÚȯɯÏŲ×ÚȯɤɤÚËÌ×ÐÚȭÖÙÎ 
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mailto:photocontest@sdepis.org
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Peopleôs Choice Gail Hatfield 
óJalisco Beautyò 

1st Place Gail Hatfield  
óHeaven Sent ô 

,ÜÓÛÐ-!ÓÖÖÔɯ

"ÈÛÌÎÖÙà 

Honorable Mention Jim Nones  
óSister Maria ô 

2nd Place Doug Hillman 
óShimmerô 

3rd Place Jeff Hendershot 
óPierretteô 

Honorable Mention Jeff Hendershot 
óClownô 
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San Diego Epiphyllum Society 
2023 Holiday Installation Banquet  

 
 When: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 at 6:30 p.m.  
  

 Where: The Butcher Shop Steakhouse  
  5255 Kearny Villa Road, San Diego, CA   92123 

  (Restaurant visible from SR 163)  

  

 Phone: (858) 565-2272  
 

Join Us for a Festive Beginning to the Holidays!  
Letõs start the Season off with the SDES Installation Banquet! Come for an evening 

of fun, fellowship, an optional gift exchange, door prizes and other surprises.   

Entrée choice: 8 oz. Prime Rib or Tofino River Salmon  

For our optional gift exchange, you should bring a wrapped, NEW garden-related 

gift ($20.00 value). Bring something you would like to receive!  

The dinner price is only $25.00 * for members and $75.00 for non-members.   

SDES offsets the differenceñitõs our way of saying òThank Youó for a great year.  

Last year some members gave their friends and family a holiday giftñadmission to 

our Installation Dinner. Why not consider this for your friends or family?  

You can make and purchase your reservation at the September, October or       

November meetings. See Gerry Mikas. all credit cards accepted.  

Or you can send a check payable to ôSDES Dinnerõ to Mildred or Gerry Mikas, 

3502 Avenida Amorosa, Escondido, CA 92029  

All reservations must be paid by December 3, 2023. Thatõs when we finalize      

payment to the restaurant and provide a total head count of those attending.  

Questions call 760-690-1124 or e-mail mvmikas@cox.net 

*Honorary Life Members are once again invited as SDES Guests.                   
Just call or e-mail Mildred with your dinner entrée selection. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you again!  

mailto:mvmikas@cox.net
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Editorôs Note: As we prepare for EpiCon XVII, which will be held 
at the California Center for the Arts in Escondido CA, on Satur-
day, May 25, 2024, we thought it would be beneficial to lay the 
groundwork for next yearôs event by providing recaps of previous 
events in Epi News. Each month we will take a closer look at two 
eventsðbeginning with EpiCon I and EpiCon II in our August is-
sue. This month in our September issue we look at EpiCon III and 
EpiCon IV . Each month thereafter, we will continue by featuring 
two additional events leading up to our kickoff in May 2024. 
Please be advised that there are very few photographs of the earli-
er events available in the SDES archives. Sit back and take a look 
at how it all began in 1987. 
 

How EPICON Began 
In the Fall of 1987, representatives from the Epiphyllum Society of 
America (Los Angeles), the San Diego Epiphyllum Society, and 

the South Bay Epiphyllum Society (San Pedro, CA)  met at the San Diego Botanical Gardens, in En-
cinitas, CA, and decided  there should be a meeting or gathering open to the members of the three 
Southern California-based combined societies. The group was in agreement that a combined event 
would be beneficial to all of their respective organizations, and as a result of that meeting Epi Confer-
ence One (EpiCon I) was created.  
 

EPICON III  
EpiCon III was hosted by the South Bay Epiphyllum Society on September 12, 1992 and was held at 
the South Coast Botanic Garden, in Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA. This EpiCon event was dedicated to 
George French and Wressey Cocke who have contributed so much to like-minded epi hobbyists. 
George French presented a slide show of his hybrids and seedlings, and he also brought in a few seeds 
from his Disocactus amazonicus, which were available to those who were interested. Myron Kimnach 
spoke about his recent trip to Mexico in January 1992, including getting a permit to collect plants in 
Mexico and he presented a slide show of his trip. There was a raffle and silent auction of George 
French and Wressey Cockeôs hybrids. After lunch, Wressey Cocke gave a brief talk about his hybrid-
izing and some of his crosses. He expressed that his best crosses were óLilac Timeô x óMon Cheriô and 
óRuby Snowflakeô x óTasselðbest known for the 50th cross hybrids. The Societies gave a report and 
the last presentations of the day were from Gray/Davis Epiphyllum Nursery and Rainbow Gardens on 
some of their new epiphyllum hybrids. A combined attendance of eighty-five members from the three 
societies attended the event. The next event will  be hosted by the San Diego Epiphyllum Society. 
 

EPICON IV  
EpiCon IV was again hosted by the San Diego Epiphyllum Society on May 29, 1994. The theme was 
The World of Epiphyllums. EpiCon was held at the Holiday Inn, located in Mission Valley in San Die-
go, CA. A special feature of the event was an ñAsk the Doctorò table. Dick Chadwick had a table that 
was covered with samples of ñepies gone wrongò and was swamped with questions at every break. 
Dick commented that he was nearly ótalked outô by the end of the day. He said the most common 
problem presented to him was epies óburntô by the sunðwhen the sun hit directly on standing water 
on the epiphyllum leaves. 
 

Rick Latimer gave a presentation on epiphytic cacti and how they have been hybridized over the dec-
ades, which kicked off the program and event. Chuck Everson of Rainbow Gardens Nursery presented 
a unique look at variegation in epiphyllum blooms. A slide show of over 140 flowers were shownð 
some slides demonstrated the normal way the flowers should look and then other slides showed the 
varieation that can occur from time to time during the blooming process. 
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Rudi Dorsch was at the podium after another short break. Dr. Dorsch 
is from Houston, Texas, and is also a San Diego Epiphyllum Society 
member. This is the third time Dr. Dorsch  has spoken at an EpiCon . 
This time he presented an original program not yet seen by the pub-
lic, on the life and times of Curt Knebel and his Phyllocactus. Knebel 
was an epiphyllum hybridizer prior to World War II in  Germany and 
his purpose in hybridizing was to produce hardy winter bloomers (as 
well as a yellow epi!) Rudiôs slides led us through Mr. Knebelôs life, 
his greenhouse, his family, and his hybrid epiphyllums.   
 

After an enjoyable luncheon and a briefing from each of the four Cal-
ifornia epiphyllum societies (the San Francisco Epiphyllum Society 
recently formed and joined the alliance), everyone settled back for 
another programðthis time from a teacher in the Los Angeles areað
Ellen Zunino. Ellen presented to the group on the topic ñThe Sex Life 
of Epiesò (ed. note: sorry I missed that one). Ellen was a biology 
teacher at an all-boys school, and she knew just exactly how to put 
everyone at ease with the subject. Her presentation was complete 
with anecdotes, jokes, and an overall light-hearted look at how epi-
phyllums are createdðwhy epies can not have any black, blue or yel-
low; why they canôt be hybridized with other types of plants; and 

where the male and female parts of the flower are located. After that presentation the group adjourned 
for a well-deserved break. 
 

This year there were several displays at EpiCon, which included the following: 

¶ Lois and William Tripp displayed their large, beautifully framed epiphyllum photographs.  

¶ Don and Judy Francis had a table of several mini-displays based on the last three Motherôs Day 
Show themes.  

¶ Rick Latimer brought in several flowers including a huge bloom of Selenicereus macdonaldiae.   

¶ George French displayed his usual gorgeous blooms, and also brought his plant Heliocereus au-
rantiacus. The plant was a focal pointðsitting high on a pedestal to keep its long, trailing branches 
above the table, and its bright orange flowers drew lots of attention. 

¶ The Wild Animal Park volunteers had an impressive table filled with photographs of flowers, the 
shade houses, the volunteers at work, and the construction of the current display house.  

 

In addition, copies of newsletter articles about SDESôs association with The Wild Animal Park and the 
work they have done to develop and maintain the collection were also shown. Gray/Davis Epiphyllum 
Nursery and Rainbow Gardens set up display tables at the event, and scattered throughout the room 
were dozens of flowers brought in by EpiCon attendees. EpiCon V will be hosted by the Epiphyllum So-
ciety of America, on June 22, 1996. at Friends Hall, Huntington Botanical Gardens, San Marino, CA.   
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August was a 
wonderful month 
at the park. We 
completed all of 
the plant fertil-
izing. Ron, Dean, 
and Keith worked 
on repairing some  
damaged shade 
cloth and spent 
time checking and 
replacing most of the sprinkler heads.  

We started to reorganize the plants so that they 
will be more accessible for those that we look for 
most often, and also for the ones that will be 
available to be swapped in and out on the 
Epiphyllum Trail. Last October I announced that 
our collection of epiphytic cacti species became 
part of the accredited collection at the park. Since 
then we have tagged all the plants in the parkôs 
collection database.  

Now Barb and I are continuing the documenting 
process of those plants. This means we will be 
photographing the plants and all of their 
distinguishing features such as the whole plant, 
the branches, flower buds, flowers, and fruit. Our 
efforts will add value to the collection for the 
Safari Park and for the society. This will also help 
us to ensure that all plants are properly identified. 
Iôm always looking to add additional plants to the 
collectionðespecially ones that are endangered 
or are hard to find.  

Also, we are still having a few blooms. All in all, 
everything looks great and we are fortunate to be 
the caretakers of such a wonderful epiphyllum 
collection (About Epiphyllum). 

I appreciate everyone who helps out at the park 
with the collection and display. The Epiphyllum 
Trail is such a wonderful place for all at the park 
to enjoy. I do want to thank everyone for all their 
effort and dedication. Thank you so much for all 
that you do. Please know that it is greatly 
appreciated. 

SDES members volunteering at the Safari Park 
this past month during August included: Barb 
Alvarez, Keith and Linda Bennett, Sandra Chapin, 
David Cheever, Ron and Velma Crain, Oliver 
Lapuebla, Cindy Decker, Marie Dempewolf, 
Dean DeLibertis, Jeff Hendershot, Jerry Moreau, 
Beth Jackson, Paula Reynolds, Tim Paule, Janice 
Wakefield,  Ellen McCollum, Gerry Mikas, 
Dennis Hughes, Betsy and  Jerry Markle, and Paul 
vander Ploeg. 
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Continued 

Recently I attended a wind ensemble concert here 
in San Diego. A friend of mine is a member of the 
ensemble and plays the clarinet. One of the selec-
tions they performed was a Cole Porter song titled 
ñEasy to loveò and I thought ñThatôs the name of 
an epiò. I started to think of other epies that might 
be named for other Cole Porter songs and then oth-
er music in general. That led me down a rabbit 
hole. Come and ride with me down this musical 
rabbit journey. Hang on to your wish list ócause 
here we go! 

To the right are epi names which are 
also Cole Porter songs1: óCôest Mag-
nifiqueô, a Don Patterson hybrid, 
2009; óEasy To Loveô a Fred Boutin 
hybrid registered by Hurst Nursery, 
1987; óFriendshipô a Fort & OôBarr 
hybrid, 1957; óItôs De-Lovelyô a Dor-
othy & Jerry Friedman, 2006; and 
óSilver Moonô. There are two regis-
tered with Cole Porterôs name, by 
Cactus Pete in 1940 and by Dr. Robert Poindexter 
in 1941. There is a Cole Porter song named ñSatin 
And Silkò and an epi named óSilk And Satinô hy-
bridized by Fort & OôBarr, c. 1960.  I canôt say for 
sure that the hybridizers naming these hybrids 
were Cole Porter fans nor do I know if they found 
inspiration from his song titles. I would like to 
think that they were fans. A favorite musical team 
are George and Ira Gershwin. There are two epies 
named for their music. First we have óFunny 
Faceô, a Harold F. Watts hybrid registered by Ga-
len Pittman, 2001. Researching this I found that 
Funny Face is a 1957 American musical romantic 

comedy film containing assorted songs by George 
and Ira Gershwin. You may be familiar with this 
musical. The 1957 musical is based upon the 1927 
Broadway musical Funny Face and song ñFunny 
Faceò by the Gershwin brothers. Both musicals 
have the same title and feature the same male star 
(Fred Astaire) but the plots of the two musicals are 
completely different and only four of the songs 
from the stage musical are included.2  I would love 
to find this hybrid.   

The other hybrid named for one of George and Ira 
Gershwinôs songs is óCrazy For 
Youô. This Wressey Cocke hybrid 
was registered by Hurst Nursery in 
1993. There is a lot going on with 
this song title. Crazy For You is a 
romantic comedy musical from 1992 
that included the song ñK-ra-zy for 
Youò (from Treasure Girl). This mu-
sical was billed as ñThe New Gersh-
win Musical Comedyò. It is largely 

based on the songwriting teamôs 1930 musical Girl 
Crazy. Among other awards, it won the 1992 Tony 
Award (Broadway).3 Before that the song ñCrazy 
For Youò was on the Dreamboat Annie debut al-
bum of the band Heart in 1975. A different ñCrazy 
For Youò was sung by Madonna from the sound-
track album to the 1985 film, Vision Quest.4 And 
it was yet another different song sung by Let 
Loose (a British pop music trio) released in April 
1993. Another mystery about the source of the in-
spiration for this hybrid name.5 

óDreamboat Annieô, a hybrid by Darryl Miyamoto 
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