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CONTRIBUTIONS -CO~IMENTS.:ANNOUNCENENTS 

~FR~O~N~G~L~A~D~Y~SLLH~A~R~P~"~R-Our second annual San Diego Epiphyllu~ Society 
Christmas Party will be he l d on Wednesday . Dec­
e mber 14, 1977 at 6 .30 PH i n the Cas a del Prado 
in Room 101, Balboa Park. Reservations should 
be made to me no later than Decembe r 1. My 
phone number is 488-8440. 

FRat-! GENS LU~-Anyone who plans not to attend our Christmas Dinner 
because they fee l they cannot afford the $4 . 00 do­
nation, contact or see me privatel y _ The club \.,.111 
wa ive t he donat i on i n the Chr i stmas spirit upon my 
approval. The party woul d not be the same wi thout 
you. 

FRON FERN LABORDE -This year at the Christmas Party , everyone who 
brings a special , rooted cutting or a small Epi­
phylluffi, Zygocactus , Rhipsalis , etc . plant in a 
clean four inch pot l wil l get anothe r from some ­
one else at random. Any extras will be apprec i­
ated also. 

~F~R~O~H~F~RA~~~~~G~R~A~N~A~T~a~i~S~K~I-Looking ahead to January, our scheduled 
speakers will be Everson/\'lilliams of the 
Rainbow Gardens Epiphyllum Nursery . Jerry 
\v illiams i s the ESA Librari an and Chuck Ev­
erson i s the ESA Corresponding Secretary and 
Associate Ed itor of the ESA Bulletin. They 
will show slides belong i ng to Paul Fort and 
Garland O'barr. These sl ides are twenty 
years old and are only recently released for 
a limited time . 

FRaN KEN NOSS -Following 
vert ising 
page ad. 

the ESA ' s suit , we will begin offering 
to our members a t $1 for a 1/16th of a 
Hore details will be forthc oming . 

ad -

FROH THF; KELLY' S-Culture Calendar-l. Allow your plants a resting 
period but do not l et the soil remain dry for a 
prolonged time. 2. Protect from wind and frost. 

Please send all news items to the Ed itor . 5990 Lake Hurray Blvd.. La Mesa . Ca 
92041 phone . 463-1655 . 



ZXGOCACTUS , EPIPHYLLANTHUS , SC;.lLUMBERGERA , A:m R!HPSALIDOPSIS 

As V.Te all know , there are Thanksgiving (truncatus) , Christ ­
mas (bridgesii) , and Easter (gaertneri , rosea) Cacti . The trunca­
tus is also knOlvn as the Crab Cactus. Ladislaus Cutal<. felt that 
it shoul d have been called the Lobster Cactus . I have a ll'lays 
been partial to Shr i mp Cactus . I suppose we could be all encom­
passinG and call it the Crustacean Cactus! HO\"ever , a t l east 
presently, the Epiphyllanthus spec i e (not to be confused with 
Epithelantha) have no· holiday of their O\Y'n. Harry Johnson has 
refered to them in his catal ogues as the Fuchaa Cactus . 

The plants· in this genus are described of as having s i milar 
flm"ers to truncatus , only s lightly s maller and purple or \.,.hice . 
The pl ants are the same gene ral size as the other Holiday Cacti, 
but the branch s e gments r e sembl e mi nute Opuntias ! The plants re ­
port~dly bloom in l ate Spring . I gue ss that means that they are 
to e arly to be namp.d FdTth of Jul y Ca ctus (pe rhaps Cinco de }.layo) . 
The reason t h i s pla nt is general l y not grown i s not be cause it is 
stick i er than t he othp.rs , but because it has the r e putation of be ­
inc h a r d to g ro,.,. and simply be cause it is rare. The only knmm 
na. tura l l ocality is Hount Itatiaya in Central Brazil. 

Ny only expe rience \;lith this genus was begun \\'he n I found one 
at a garage sale . It "'as labe l e d E . obovatus . I had it on my top 
she lf in the l a thh ouse . One da y my Siamese Cat thought t h is one 
to t>e pa r.ticularly cute , r eached dmm \;lith clalvs e x tended , and 
pull e d i t out of its pot . This '.\'as, a t l e ast , a good excuse to 
invest i Si3. te t he po t tir.3 soil use d . The previolls owner had potte d 
i t in al most pure spone;e rocld I trie d graftin3 the pla nt onto 
Sel (~ :1.ice reus r:'l .:l.c d ona ldiae three time s . (I hav·:= nev e r performed a 
s uccssful graft .) Sach time I late r found a mealy Dug between 
s tocl<. a n d scion . I n de spe r a tion I trie d \;late r rooting t he pads , 
hut t hey a ll jus t '''ithered mvay . Pe r haps t h e pl a nt wa 3 dorr.tant 
at t hat t i ma o f year . At a ny rate , I will be l ook i ng for ne \v 
one s . 

According to the old arrangement of Britton and Rose(1923) , 
the gene ra Zye ocactus , i!:piphyllanthus , and Schl unbe r ,gera were 
pl a ce d in the Epi phyllum s ubtribe ('>l ith Epiphyllum , Ch i apasia , 
e tc . ) and R...'1ipsalidopsis in the Rhipsalis subtribe . S i nce t hen 
the l~e h a s been some much neede d r e oreanization. Inste ad of musi­
cal cha irs \\'e have ' musica l' eene ra . Re id i-joran (19531 of the San 
Diego Xatural Hi s tory Nu se um) pulled out the Zyg ocactus ' cha ir ' , 
place d trunca tus into Schlunbe rGcra on the lay of b r idges ii, and 
displac ing g!rtnari into Rb i ps·a l idopsis . In 958 Buxbaum put Epi­
phyllant hu5 i nto Schl umberge ra a l so . I ahlays f e lt that gaertneri 
was ve l.-Y close to rosea . , :Keme mber I just found out about all 
the s e r earra t ngeme nts ! ) ~lm.,.ever , I ,."as sad to s e e Zygocactus g o , 
but only for s e ntimental reasons . $chl umbergera must have won ov­
er Zygocactus be c ause of priority r egulations . As of nOH , I still 
feel that Spiphyllanthus is a distinct eenus , because the branches 
are so differ·~nt from truncatus and bridges ii. 

I conside r al l of these riol i day Cacti (Epiphyllanthus includ­
ed) to be some'vhat closel y r e lated. They a ll have t he same pecul ­
i ar ovary . Hm'Tever , I dis a gr ee ,.,.ith any attzmpt to place al l of 
th~se Holiday Cacti in the Rh i psalis subtr i be . I do not recall 
all of th'? ar3umEmts or upon whose authority t his judgement r ests . 

TO bE CONTINUED 
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