


Program for February 14, 1979: Club Photographer EFred Shamblen will show
his slides taken at last year s three flow-
er shows and Christmas party. Future speak-
ers will include W. C. Cocke and John Dan=-
iel.

--=-Frank Granatowski

New Members: Timothy & Matthew Stafford, 850 Jefferson Ave., Chula Vista,
Caa 92011. 420'36460
- - ===-Dolores Moss

Our annual show is the membership"s opportunity to display their flow-
ers. The availability of cuttings at the show is our primary fund raising
source of the year. This year the cutting table will be supervised by the
Clancy's (277-8206). John & Jerrie will be contacting members during the
next two months regﬂhrding contributions for the cutting table. Additional
information concerning the show will be forthcoming in future "Epi News"
and at our monthly meetings.

-=-=John & Jerrie Clancy

LEPISMIUMS

Originally there was only one Lepismium-L. cruciforme. Curt Backeberg
later looked. ' _at some of the closely related Rhipsalis species and deci-
ded that they were really Lepismiums. The main difference between Lepismi-
um and Rhipsalis is that the former group has a tendency for flowers to
grow from depressed areoles which become rather wooly. Buxbaum later deci-
ded that all but the original L. cruciforme (with its different flower
structure) should be returned to Rhipsalis. Clive Innes (and I) feels that
there are meager reasons to separate any from Rhipsalis. However there are
enough pictures and drawings to go around, so we will treat Lepismium as a
separate genus- here. The first subgenus,Eulepismium, has the original L.
cruciforme and its varieties. Subgenus number two contains just one of the
most interesting of all of the epiphytic cacti-L., paradoxa. Next is Tri-
gonorhipsalis with only L. trigonum. Subgenus Heteropodium also includes
only one species-L. marnierianum with red fruits and the loock of rounded g &' .
off L. paradoxum. The last subgenus has the other twelve species. “Most rhipsalis
of the species are native to southeastern Brazil, but L. pittieri comes
from Venezuela and L. tucumanense from Argentina to Bolivia. All but four
of the Lepismiums have white, cream, or yellowish flowers. L. cruciforme-

var, anceps has violet flowers, L. marnierianum and L. pacheo-leonii have
var.

red flowers, and L.._m%sss.-_uas.'fa_umm reportedly has an or-
ange flower. Berries of the Lepismium species are predominantly of the

red-purple-pink color group, but six species have white berries: [s. floc-

cosgum, gibberulum, megalanthum, pittieri, puniceo-discus var. chrysocarp-
um, and tucumanense. Ihe culture for Lepismiums is the same as for Rhip-

salis: a well drained mix of humus, compost, perlite, etc. (typical epi
mix). Lepismiums seem to enjoy a rest period during late fall, winter, and
spring, when they are less inclined to grow.

REFERENCES:
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Friedman, Kenneth A., "Are You Sure It's a Rhipsalis and not a Lepismium?",
CSIE (Canada), V. 1977, # 6, pp. 131-135,

Innes, Clive, The Complete Handbook of Cacti and Succulents, 1977, pp. 41-42.

Send all news items and articles to:R. G. LATIMER JR., 5990 Lake Murray Blvd.,
La Mesaa Caey 92041

Send all membership renewals or new memberships to:DOLORES MOSS, 8851 Neva
Ave-. San Diego. Caey 92123
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