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At our 1979 san otego Eplphyllllll Soctety Open House, we had two .x­
hlbltor tabl.s frOll out of the county. One such cable was .xhlbleed by 
Chuck Everson" J.rry lUlll.aIIs of RalnboW EplphyllUII Gard.ns (Nursery). 
They gave us our lasc regular program ln 1979. To begln 1980 (and a new 
decad.) wlll speaker the otber .lIhlbltor frooa the Los 
Angel.s Hr. Cocke has hYbrldlzed II&llY dlfferenc 
sbe., hYbrids, noubl. cro.... between 
~d .... 'tft'" off .eason Dlsocactus-type 
IiYbii ~ 41 you of thls lacter klnd now In bloom?) 

---John Clancy 

FALSE £CONQIY 

In the .. day. of hlgh prlces, some of us may cry co economize by 1Da­
klna thelr Eplphyllum pottlna alx conslst of cheaper lnaredlen1:s or be aad. 
up of lngredtent. close at hand (co .ave on sas). SOII8Clae. thls ls a goOd 
ld •• If the lngredtents lncluded are goOd for EplphyllUII.. However, to In­
clude garden .011 In our EplphyllUil IIlxes is noc a goOd idea on the W •• t 
couto ..lIarIY of our local .011 ue lnfesc.d wlth destntCclve nelDacOde •• 

NeJKtOdes enwz 1dIa rOcic ayatell &lid' " ..... lt to the enanc that the 
plant cannot utlllze the nece.a'ary wat.r and nutrient.. The planc wlll be­
COllll pate and .tunted and ... y .oon dte altogether. 

C_rolal vegetabl.e growers have to use a fUIIlge,nt, frooa clms co tlae, 
to IIIIke thelr .011 usable for crops. However, the soll cannot be used la­
... dlately after fUIIlgatlon, Thl. cost tlae and tlae is aoney (as ls the 
fUIIlgant). It la not alway. practlcal for EplphyllUil growers to use thla 
... thOd of .rradlcatlon. (DO Marlgold. repel ne .. todeaf) In the end, lt la 
ch.aper for Epl grower. to us. pest-free, c_rolal pottlna alzes. 

---0.. Sa I Idcl1ng 

Ed Gauae 444-8112 
1607 Vl11a Cre.t 
El Cajon, Ca. 92021 

Has one rllon used plastlc pot. for 
sal. at for $1.00. 

-AnDounclng*ti 
1. Our new sm:s Photographer wlll 

be I:IYl "mda • 

2. Our 1980 SDES Tour Chalrll&n 
wlll be gga LIIIIIl. 

Send all new. lte .. and artlcl.s tOIR. G. Latlmer Jr., 5990 Lake Murray 
Blvd •• La Mesa, Ca. 92041 

atl ..... ber.hlp renewals or new mellberships tOIDolores Mo •• , 8551 Neva 
Ave., San otego, Ca. 92123 



THE GOLDEN AGE OF EPIPHYLLUMS 

PART I.THE 1800's 

~ The ease at which the true species of Epiphyl1ums have been crossed 
with each ocher and related cacti has resulted 1n thousands of named hy~ 
brids during the last 150 years. The first hybrids were developed in Eur­
ope. far from their native homes of tropical North and South America . 
Some species were cultivated near cheir local habitats, but otherwise this 
hemisphere was out of the picture until this century. The early maritime 
traders and botanist-explorers brought these unique plants home to their 
plant-minded or arm-chair botanist friends who then hybridized the species 
to produce plants and their flowers that had never before existed. 

The historical documentation of these earliest hybrids is sketchy, 
unavailable, or simply never existed in the first place. So. we have to 
make do with what ever informat.ion that. is around and hope no obscure hy ­
bridizer i s l eft out. Accord i ng to Scot t .Hase l ton. t:1e earl i es t record s 
~o 'Jac~< t.) 1830 in Engl and ~'lhe re Jenk i nson and Smith. recorded the first 
hybr i ds . They were followed by the gardener of Lord Liverpool (name?) and 
Pressley in 1832. At a later date following some early German hybridizers, 
some English hybridizers were Sellow, the gardener of Walter Boyd, and the 
Baumann brothers. Because of the great interest in horticulture in Eng­
land at the beginning of the 19th century, considerable time was devoted 
to plant breeding. About 1820, Heliocereus speciosus was introduced into 
collections shortly after Nopalxochia phyllanthoides had been distributed. 
The ease in crossing these two plants led to many fine hybrids which were 
named and offered in the trade. The enthusiasm spread to France and Ger­
many where most of the hybrids up to the year of 1850 were the result of 

~~ro881ng these two species. Further development in hybridiz ing up till 
then had been confined within narrow limits, especially as far as flower 
colors. Even the named varieties of Foerster (country?), 1846, according 
to the testimony of contemporaries, hardly differed from each other in 
flower colors. 

Then came a new plant to stimulate further hybridizing-the white and 
large-flowering, scented Epiphyllum crena tum. It was imported into Europe 
for the first time in 1840. lihlle the English descriptions of this spe­
cies were mindful of its exceptional worth for hybridizing, its true value 
was first realized by the two French breeders, Charles Simon and Lorenzo 
Courant. They obtained hundreds of new hybrids with large flowers of many 
colors. from light yellowish white, rose shades, to deep ambers. 

The momentum was picked up by the Germans (espeCially in~·Prussia) in 
the latter part of the 1800's (and as we shall see the legacy of this coun­
try was strongest in the first half of this century). In the 1890's Jo­
hannes Nicolai hybridized in his nursery near Dresden. Nearly 300 named 
varieties were introduced by him including Schlumbergera and Rhipsalis hy­
brids. He was the first to cross Echinopsis (now Pseudolobivia aurea) with 
Epiphyllum. One such hybrid with Nopalxochia phyllanthoides looks like a 
yellow and white N. ackermanniil In the July 1892 issue of Kakteenkunde 
(2.2), Edmund Bischof complained that hybrids,from such cactus dealers as 
Hildmann, Lorenz, Haage & Schmidt, and Liebner, were often similar and that 
~hese nurserymen should give basic descriptions in their catalogues l In 

,-.894 Georg Bornemann founded a large horticultiral establishment in Blanken­
ourg . Some of his plants were imported from the English breeders Veitsch & 
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Sons. Bornemann produced many t:; f tt.e "Gennan Empress" type hybrids. Evi­
dently there were many active European gro~ers, most of whom I have never 
heard of including most of those I have just listed. One well known one, 
however, was the Belgian, de Laet. 

~ F. A.Walton published Ib& Cac tus and other Succulents-Amateur's Guide 
and Price ~ with the da te "1 845 11 on the cover. However, Gordon Rowley 
of present day England did some checking and found that many of the plants 
listed inside were not named or in cultivation until the 1890 's. Also he 
doubts that \val ton was even born in time to have printed the book in 1845. 
Rowley suggests that the 1845 means the year of the founding of the Hands ­
worth Nurseries. The correct date is probably 1899 . Gertrude Beahm evi­
dently had some sort of access to this work. In a 1954 article she quotes 
the following. 

These magnificent large - f lowe ring cacti are r api dly ,gaining 
in favor with both amateur and professional horticulturists I 
there 1s every indication of their becoming t he Fashionable Flow­
er of the future, be ing quite as attractive and more eas ily grown 
than Orchids. The attention of Continental growers has for years 
been directed to raising new hybrids of increased size and beau­
ty. Now some of t he varieties have magnificent blossoms f rom 9 
to 12 i nches acr oss. The colours have been much i mpr oved , and 
lovely a rt shades of pink, sal mon , orange , and violet have l ate ­
l y been added to the a l ready long list of beautiful varietie s . 
In al l the list I give , there is not a single bad or even poor 
fimier. All are good , but some are better t han othe rs. 

Of t he 420 named variet ies listed , Nrs . Beahm mentions that only t he fol-
10l<ling are still in the trade and well known I 'Agatha , Aurore Bareal e , Con­
way ' s Giant, Cour anti, Cooperi , crenatum . Dante. Elegans (no~ .. Padre). Gen . 

'-Gari baldi . Gordonianus . J enl, inson ii, Jules Schlumberger. i(ermes i nus Na~­
nus . La France . Lilas Solfer i no , Nagenta (now Sc~eherazade ). t;edaille d ' Or , 
Nons. Jolibois, Niobe , Or ion , Sarah Courant , Tr i omphe des Anthieux, Tri ­
omphe de Poissy , and ';lray L (Mr s . Beahm did not list t he others .. ) 

Britton & Rose had access t o Charles Simon's list of hybrids of whi ch 
they reproduced a port i on and wh ich I have on the next page . '.ihat '''e have 
to keep in mind t hough are t he follOt"i ng comments I In t he l ast century 
Ep iphylluIn hybrids were apparently r a i sed , described , and enjoyed much the 
same as today . Although the parentage of some of t he old Eur opean hybrids 
was r ecorded and the nanes handed dO\"n , all that r emains of mos t of t h is 
early 'yor k are the names themsel ves , '<lhieh can neve:- be associated with 
any pa=ticular plant or a pl ant with any particul ar name. And finally, 
there i s lit tle 'ionder that hybridizers i n various parts of t he world 
(then as no .. ,, ) have developed quite s i mila r fl o\<ler s to '''ilicn have bee:1 g i V­
en different names . Nos t of Hrs . i3eah..rn ' s list are still with us . but some 
.::i r e unfamiliar . :Jo you have a pl ant that vas hy bridi zed i n t he last cen­
tury? 

R:::FC:R"n~C2S I 

Cu rt 3ackeb~rg . Cactus Lexicon (contains a pho to of t~e :~ icolai hybr i d )_ 

Ge rtrude Beahm , "Pl ant of t he Hont h - ' Comiay ' s Si ant f" , C33.~ J ourtal J 

(26 , 2) , i-iarc:,- A;>ril 1954 , p . 61-62 . 
.crit tcn & Rose , T~le Cactaceae . 
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"- There are many Latin names of Epiph)7/1l1m in catalogues, representing hybrids. 
below only those wh ich have been used more or less in general botanical works, 
binomials or trinomials in regular Latin form: 

acutifrons buesl;i .. germania tuous 
• agatha umpmllnnii S\lentneri rntxicanus • 

ab,(us oparti hamburgi~sis purpurt us 
albus suptrbicru cape!1canus hauffii ruelcheri 

\Y/e g ive 
either as 

aleundrinae orolus rnagnus helenu$ sp«iosissimus fe ltoni; 
;lnlarantinus castneri hempelii superb...s 
arnold; chico hibridus utbr«hcii 
lura::J: i ~cus ~uDerb \.!$ cocdnc\,ls incomp:lrabilis mir" .. "rU5 vktnria.reS;'" 
belgi.:us· demouline ~ itnlinsonii vogeli; 
~rs:eri (t:. dolotes kerthii WippermUln ii 
bieindli i epirus b.arst"nii wray; 
boch:nii fue rtii lormzii urka _ 

In 1897 Charles Simon, of Saint-Ouen, Paris, published a list of 370 names of Epiph),lIuw . 
most of which were probably hybrids. The following binomials and trinomials are in the usual 
L2.tin form for specific and varietal names and are not reco rded elsewhere: 
jr ;u:ker.nannii hybridus crenalUS hitSut;s funk;i IOr~tlli 

;u:lr.erm .. nnii major cecn2-tuS latcralis gloriosus ludmlni 
ab .. ".lS major crenatus latifolius gordoni:lnus ludwigi 
albus grandidissimus crcnat\ls luteus grandidissimus maigrctii 
alb~s ~rfC'CtUS crenatu..s ruber grandiflorus mJgn;~cus 
albus superbiSlimus crispielsi guodiRurus albiflorus makoYL 
Im..oil is curtissi ,randiRorus ruber m~rln.Us 
a:nlbilis pcrfe<:tu$ dlngeli guebwillerianus mC}'cnanus 
atroJangu;ncus decumbcns guedencyi meuhlcnpfordtii 
ilur,lllliacu..s deveauxi hansii muthousianus 

pulchertimus 
quilliardeni 
tavC3udii 
rebuti 
rcichci 
rcineckii 
roscus carminc,",s 
ros .. lIs (arrM:'US 
roscus Aoribundus 
roscus grlndidiuimu$ 

beegei didfcnlncchianu..s .~, 1,1vcrmansii mulliflotus 
billiatdieri dumoulini hitchcnsis ncubertii 
binderi edwarsii ignescens niedtii 
"lindii • elegans • jenkin50nii superbus nigcr 

roscus miniatus 
roseus spl~didU$ 
roydii 
tuber l _ .oHvlc:uis e:~\I.J ycrfCCNS johnsntl ii nilcns 

-"bollwilterianu$ etCCNS supcrbus jordanis nymphoc~ bella 
bothii crnesti kampmannii paragul}'cnsis 

tuber pcrf .. C1u, 
tllbc-r vio laceu..s 

brongnarti crubcsccns CIt kcrmcsi mus magnus pcntneri 
burmcistcri faUUOSU$ kiardi phylbntoidcs 
colmar;~si s fc:uti' ,. knnzii phylbntoidcs ((",Utus 

sarnicnsis 
schafficri 
schl11erianu5 
schlimmi 

4' couraotli fclloni laeringii poullccianus schmidtii 
' cnssuliefoliu..s _ eoribundus J : Ial~~ prC$slcri sell" ... ii 

colombicnsis fclonis ~.; krausci pot$lachianus 

cr~atUl amJranti~ ft'ftnmus lalio!ow; spcdlJimus 
_ cremu,., OlilorhizlIS _ iuMii- lcopoldii spcciosiuimu5 --- --

'Conwa!lS Giant' 

11\ 

+ ~v.. 

.. . 

.. 4; 
it;) ~<...-: 

J 

I" 

I 

s pcc~01iJsimus grandillon 
SPCCJosu, roscus 
splendens 
~pl~didus 
!Icnesi 
su~rbissimu$ 

ICtlan; 
Iricolor 
undill"rus 
v~ndc5ii 

"""homni 
vildlinu$ 
"'arscewinii 
willmad:i~nus 
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