


'll1e EPIPlIYLUlM SHCI. at SEA IDRID will be held on Saturday and Sunday 
l1ay 24th and 25th 1980. l'ie will maintain essentially the sane fomat 
as in the two p",.ceeding years. 011.,.....1< Cline has advised Ire that due 
to limited space only ten tables will be available for our displays 
on both days, therefore "'" will be l imited to ten (10) participants 
plus their spcuses on each day. 

To date the following individuals have expressed a desiIe to take an 
active part in the show, 

SAWRDAY M1IY 25 

FR1\NK GRANAID<SKI C1a.iJ:m!m 
GENE lllND Co-Olaiman 
FERN & DAVE IA BORDE 
=IGE & lWlELJNE FRE>OI 
HOORo &- = 'JrnES 
JaiN & JERRY crANeY 
~ & lIOOm SZallIR 
JaiN PIIAND 
Sl\M MARKEY 

SUNDAY M1IY 26 

S<une 
Satre 
Satre 
Satre 
Satre 

VI C1\RRll<ER 
RICK LATIHE? 

At present there is one opening for Saturday an::l three for .:iunday 
Sunday. 'll1ey will be alloted en a first care first served basis 
Sea World requires that all plans and participants narres be subnitted 
prior to May lst,1980. Specific written detailed instructions will be 
distributed to participants prior to that titre. Please contact Frank 
at 460-6595 if you are interested. 
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rrlE GOLDEN AGE OF EPIPHYLLUMS 

PART I II, H. M. lYEGENER 

The first part of this article will be in Mr . Wegener ' s own words. 
(Taken from an article in the Midwinter 1945- 46 issue of the Epiphyllum 
Society of America ' s Bulletin (I. 3). p . 12-1 6 . ) 

J 

During a honeymoon trip through Europe in 1905, I was at­
tracted to some lovely flowers in possession of a peasant woman 
in Saxony , Germany . She had some wonderful Christmas Cacti (even 
a white one) , a Goliath, Hermosust Hermosiss imus, a lively red 
(now Vive Rouge) I a henna colored one (now Flor del Sol) , a yel - . 
low - stt:iped one (now ,Paul de Long pre), and many others with names 
now hard to find . She-celonged to the old- fashioned tradition of 
flower lovers who cared more for beautiful flowers than their La ­
tin or hybrid name~ . That the ten or twelve plants I obtained 
from her survived the trip from one country to another in a sack 
with old spinning wheels, old family relics , and bric - a - brac is a 
wonder. They arrived more dead than a l ive in Denver , where they 
were nursed with love and affection until 1909. That was the 
year that we moved to sunny California. 

Later I received about twenty Epiphyllums from Dr . J. N. 
Rose. After this , I decided to specialize in Epiphyllums . I 
wrote to Haage, and Schmidt, Fr. N . Haage, de Laet, and Curt Kne ­
bel (the creator of the finest plants and flowers in our hobby) . 
Plants arrived rapidly. I ~.;orked ,.;ith my pets eve ry spare min­
ute, being glad t hat my wife shared the joy ,.;hen they bloomed . 
I made many mistakes I many changes as to location, pots , earth , 
watering. fertillizers, sprays, etc . I lost by frost in one 
night 160 hanging baskets and several thousand plants in the 
ground (most of these ground plants were other cacti and succu­
lents). The correspondence with Mr. Knebel became inter esting . 
He donated some of his new creations to me and me rely wanted me 
to report how they would do in the California climate. 

One day in May . living at 212 East 24th Street. a very 
stately gentleman called upon me with his chauffeur and intro­
duced himself as Dr . Houghton. He stopped at my back porch and 
when he beheld my array of t.housands of beautiful flo'ofers, I had 
w~e satisfaction of hearing that well kno'vn scientist and doctor 
sayt "I never beheld , nor expected to behold such a beautiful 
sight in the EAST SIDE of Los Ange l es ! " iUght then and there a 
typical example of naming plants occurred . It developed that we 
both spoke German and French . He pointed at one flower and re ­
marked in German, "Is that not a beaut.iful bright red? t'lhat is 
the name ?" "That is one from an old lady in Germany . " ' '\~ell, 
let. ' s name it . People want something French--how would Vive 
Rouse do?" "Suits me ." I gave Dr. Houghton plants and cti't'tings 
that I had difficulty raising outdoors . He promised to take 
good care of them in his hot houses and that I could have cut ­
tings from his plants any time. 

3 



, '. 
Late r, a n~wly acquired frie nd , Dr . !t o :>1. Poinde xter, sa\va t 

once the opportunity offered by t hese remarkable plants for bus i­
ness. He '''as a promoter of the Epiphyllum Society of America. 
His grea test de s ire ,.,as to do a'1ay with the unscrupul ous naming 
of plants . (For example, naming practically the same flowers two 
different names . ) 

I must mention a Mr . Miyahara , who d id his best to intro­
duce our pets to Japan. he bought thousands of plants and cut­
ting s . He once presented me '''ith a gold inlaid Samurai Sword 
350 years old, mere ly for naming one of my creations Admiral ~ 
(not Tojo). 

The reason ,..,hy stems turn yellm" in my , hurnble opinion, is 
caused by too muc~ acid in the l eaf mold or too much fertillizer . 
Hake your min compost by using la'i.vn clippings , raked up l eaves , 
and vegetable matter i turn often , keep it we t , and add a little 
cmv ferti11izer once in a while . I have found natural f e rtilli ­
zer the best . Degrees of fertillizer go about like this l bat , 
sea fowl , chicken or pigeon, sheep , and steer. If you have a 
friend who has a kennel , ge t a fetv wheel-barrows full of d irt 
from it. Mix it with tvashed rive r aand and you will ge t the ef­
feet of the daily adve rtised one - a - day mult iple vitamin pills 
for your plants . Th is is not recommended for pot plants, except 
sparingly . I harbored the first three Black and Tan police dog s 
i mported into th i s country . Rose 's original Epiphyllums g rew 
twelve feet long with th~ir mix adde d . 

Do not expect to be able to procure a yellow- flowered Epi ­
phyl l um as there is no such plant at present. There was one 
named Hamburgiens i s on a post card of which I gave to Dr. Poin­
dexter , but it is extinct like so many of the old kinds . That 
flower had a regular butter color (you may remember what butter 
l ooks l ike) . 

H. M. Wegener put up h i s ent i re collect i on for sale in 1941 for 
$250 . 00 . This collection of over 1000 plants was supposed to have 
been the oldest in the state (country? ). His address at the time was 
1190 Leighton Ave., Los Angeles. Mr. \vegener then spent several years 
in Mexico and then in Europe. Hans Max Nesener d i ed June 23 , 1958 in 
Germany (ESA Bulletin, (XIV . 1). 8/58 . p . 1) . 

ARTHUR D . HOUGHTON 
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