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NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERSHIPS-WELCOME I APRIL 9IH PROORAM-BILL FABEAN 

Today's guest speaker is Bill Fabean 
(Ortho Products Representative), who 
will discuss pest control and in­
secticides. This will be a good 
time for members to clear up any un­
certainties that they may have on 
this subject. Bill was last with us 
exactly two year. ago. Thi. will be 
a good time to tell him of our ex­
perience. with pe.ts .ince then. 

Tom & Vivien 1som 
4778 67th St, 582-4361 
San Diego, Ca. 92115 
Robert r. Scott 
446 Taft St, 444-7947 
El Cajon, Ca. 92020 
Robert J. Verbeckmoe. 
4330 Utah St. 282-8842 
San Diego, Ca. 92104 ___ Dolores Mo •• 

REFRESHMENTS. 

Thanks to the follOWing for 
April 9th a fun meeting. 

Greg Salvin 
Lorna Barrows 
Blendina Boyle 
Ed Cucero 
Beverly Garber 
CUrt Hanunel 
Gloria Holm 
Pat Henry 
Madelon Montunna. 
Hart Vaughn 
Martha Weis 

making 

---Gwen Johnston 

NEW LADlHOOSE COMPLETED AT SDWAfI 
This last March 2200, our third in­
dustrious SDES work party built an 
entire Epiphyllum lathhouse out at 

---John Clancy 

PRoposED ax-LAWS VOTE THIS MEETINGl 
The Propo.ed By-Laws revi.ion. will 
be voted on ( yea or nay) this meet­
ing. The Execu t i ve Board of the San 
Diego Epiphyllum Society has recom­
mended that they be presented to the 
general society membership. 

---Fern La Borde 

SPES SCRIPI pEAQLlNE-MAX 14 

Due to policy change. in the San 
Diego Epiphyllum Society, the SDES 
script (worth $2.00 for .ociety 
functions) will be invalid after our 
May general meeting. Members should 
redeem any remaining SDES script by 
then. 

---Dave La Borde 

the San Diego Wild Animal Park. The posts, beams, and shade cloth were all 
put up by this wonderful group, and even some epis tool There was no WOrk­
just alot of fun. Now don't you wish that you were there? We extend our 
thanks to. 

Samuel Markey 
Walter Gorrell 
Milton Turner 
Ted Klement 
Gus Schlapfer 
Harold & Henrietta Jensen 
Dick Boyd 
Steve & Carolyn Esposito 

'- Tim Junghans 

Ed Gauss 
Harry & Margaret Blake 
Gene Lund 
Klaus Klement 
Nate & Dorothy Ogdon 
Dave La Borde 
Dick Chadwick 
Dave W11scermann & Tawny W. 
Hank Beeback 

(***The surprise on the next page was sub­
mitted by Samuel MarkeY***) 

---Howard Jones 



***1980 EPIPHYLLUM FLQolER SHQolS*** 

May 3-4. "Green Thumb Show" at the 
San Diego Wild Animal Park. 
The fifth annual SOES show 

will have many hanging plants and 
cut flowers on exhibit. SOES mem­
bers may get into the SOWAP free 
with their SOES name tags. Exhib­
itors should enter through the ser­
vice gate before 9.00 a. m. (and 
have all vehicles out by then). 
SOES members may go on guided tours 
to our lathhouses and see espec ially 
the new one we just built. 

---Howard Jones. Chairman 
---Don Irwin. Co-chairman 

May 11."Galaxy of Epies" at Balboa 
Park/Casa del Prado/Rooms 101 
& 103 is our tenth annual San 

Diego Epiphyllum Society main flower 
show. There are some tables availa­
ble yet to exhibitors. New exhibi- . 
tors should Sign up to have their 
exhibitors name plates made (the 
SDES provides them even for just 
one flower). The Epiphyllum Socie­
ty of America will be Visiting us 
tor the second ~1me. 

---Elinor Latimer. Chairman 
---Gene Lund, Co-chairman 

May 18. The twenty-first annual Epi­
phyllum Society of Alerica 
flower show at 301 N. Bald­

win Ave., Arcadia, ca.-Los Angeles 
ArboreUII. We will be visiting this 
event as usual, and we will also 
visit the California Epi Center. 
Hurst·s. and Rainbow Gardens. The 
cost to members will be only $5.00. 
Nonmembers will pay the full price. 

---Gene Lund 

May 24-25. The third arumal Sea 
World EpiphyllUII Flower 
Show. See the last is­

sue of ~ l!!!!!I. for details. 
---Frank Granatowski 

ANNotJNC ING. 

California Epi Center is pleased to 
announce that starting May 1, 1980. 
we will be open to visitors. ~ 
only on an Appointment basisl 
Please be certain to call ahead if 
you would like to visit us in order 
to be sure that there will be some­
one here to help you. Our Vista 
telephone number and address is (714) 
758-4290 ••• 1444 E. Taylor St •• Vista. 
Our Alhambra telephone number and 
address is (213) 284-1771 ••• 2120 S. 
Curtis. Alhambra. Ca. 91803 

Lois Burks 

ANNOUNCING. 

Plants for trade-I would like to 
trade my duplicates for epies that 
I do not have. Large plants for 
large plants and cuttings for cut­
tings or several cuttings for large 
plants. Call for appointment at 
469-2469. 

---Don Irwin 

***********************************1 
We regret: t::o announce eh.~ we 
have lost a very dear member­
Petey Kelly. She was an hon- I 
orary life member and past i 
SOES Librarian and also SOES 
Charter member. 

We also regret to announce 
that Porter Featherstone, 
husband of Velma Featherstone. 
~ Bulletin editor. has also i 
left us. ! 
We send our condolences to I 
Velma and Pat Kelly and dedi- i 
cate t:his issue in eheir mem- * 
ory. J 

;'****~~~~****'********A**** 

Send all news items and articles to.R. G. Latimer Jr •• 5990 Lake Murray 
Blvd • • La Mesa. Ca. 92041 

Send all membership renewals or new memberships to. Dolores Noss. 8551 Neva 
Ave., San Diego. Ca. 92123 
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I/appy- Bi.aAdaV" "[? ( He'S" 

taull Ijealt..¢ ago tJu.<J montlu t.h...e /-illAi. [pi. //ew4 LAai. Peg.gy. ila/l..dh. and 

Iw d.. (Jut logei.Ael1. w.i..i.A n.o 4 7I a1..1. m.ia- g..iu.LJtg-6) wad AandecL out cd. 1. 'd! 

hpll-i.1. .?l2.i?-l.i.n.g . {1 wad on.1.'J. OrtIZ. (ULf)R.J t..ui. we Iwpc.d t. /dd .. w.e WDU..t.d. get. 

enough i..n.- flui. 10 e.xpand .it. .6o :jn . Somehow .it. 4e.e.ml2..a 1.Aai. to/'~ a lon.g l.im.e 

:l.Juz. m.emi.eA..6 .6ee.me.d 10 l.a/l,.I!. t/'!...Ii!. a:LLi..1.ude at II 1.2.1 ~e.OI'--oe. do .i..Ln • -Eo .it 

wa.o q.u..iie. a /-e.w lIlorli /w ~I-o/U!.. e.n.ough (u!.O{l.ee we.P..1.'.. !... ni.p.I'.£4t.e.d. CILC.!t}h. 

t.o coni.A.l.1.ui.e. . [Jut. e..;; Lk ;'01 ~ ow.i..n.(j 'F et../WG./I.'j we /:ad. 0 ~f..ai.!U'..d e.n.OUIjIL 

neWh an.d ad.i.c.1e..6 t.o put oui. anoi.M.1l '1/e.LM/~ TA-i4 i..i.m.e a wltc(lp.in.g. 11.i.g. two 

.p. age..o . r IWm t. / )£fl. on. .it. wa.6 41110 aiA 4a L1..i..fl.fj _ 
( (" An"":L (977 ) 

f..lt.e. n-e.iJt.6 and ge .::l.i.!l fJ 'P.i. chatteL L a.i.i.m:;:./I. CL6 /U.6 {J • .64.i.4i.an i.. I/o. /:/U!..ft 1<.J(i..6 40 f... i..L6fJ 

"" 1. L - oJ.,.. .J. ' J. t 'd i. ' '" d P ., ." d."1. W-L Lf1. 0 n...e11. ~fl../..l1fl-1 .(.. i il"L,(. 1l..2. a.o.-le. .0 r...c. J!..€.-c.-l.i'!.V£ .or L IU! <fo .... a-1 e. LOA... 

i.£. ap(lo..in1£.d a..o 1. 'le t!..cLitOIt.. T A.e. ti.l/...6.t i.-1-1UI2. undc.1t. 1)..../2. a f!...~ e. tju..idan.ce 

.o j ou.1t. Q.2.W e.di.i..olt. wa-1 lltel:·ov - Dl2.c (977 . 

1:" ' , II Ii Ii II .s.. Ii · d " 1. -I- _ 'I C " " r.....ve.ltlj monZIl.. OUA.. r...aJJ.lj ;;e.l..L) <>..J...9 91Z.1t an v..e .(..0.1t . hOPI2.;-U.{...<..Ij nO/1..€. 

me ·.r£.Jl./1...6 w..ill. -1e..e 1hai. .L.6 n.u.tt.Lu/l£.d an.d J.ed w.i.tA will! 1 c.1 l~lt-6 Q."/.cL 

Q/,.x..icl.Jl.-6 .of. ..in.i....e.lU!.-1.t . Don ' 1. j.u-61 -1Li. each and H . t2.i. [ ec /IL}c do ..it" 

.t1-1 on.e who had a ,Ling-e./!. ..in i. /~ e. p.ie -60 1..0 -1pea/?'. I am ve.It'.f 9It.a1...i!-.i2.a 

1..0 -62.e !taw much OUIt f2.2.W-6 l.2.ileA.. Aa.6 g ltOwn. . 

[ " M ( 
(2.l. I i ew.6 . 

CUr! K nebel II 

~ s;"·ye:lr.,, IJ plant. 

Curt Knebel's J,.u!,1<, J I';rlod!"p' 
N,). 93. ~",.c 1'1."" 



' . M GOLDEN AGE ill: EPI PHXLLm!S 

Part IVICurt Knebe l 

In 1890 J ohannes Nicolai became the first great Epiphyllum hybridizer 
in Germany. He ,.;ras born in Mittwe i da ('ves t of Dresden and southeast of 
Le i pzig) in 1860 , the son of a Protes tant clergyman . He cultivated Epi ­
phyllums , Schlumbe r ge ras, and Rhipsalis species in the beautiful Blasewitz 
sect i ons of Dresden and later in the Lossnitz village of Coswig , between 
Dresden and Meissen . Nicolai wrotel 

The first experiments between Epiphyllum and Ech inopsis were 
made in Pirna (the other side of Dresden from Meissen) in the ex­
ceed i ngly rich , and at that time , superior collec tion of Nr. B. 
Bauer . After several year s of cultivation , the results of hybrid­
i ng during that time may now be brought to light ,.". ith six plants 
in 1893 and thirty-two in 1894 . 

Unfortunately J. Nicolai died in his forty-firs t year in 1901. rl is broth­
e r Holdemar took up his work , but all but a f ew were lost by the freezing 
that all-lays occurs and due to the coal shortage during ',~ orld ' .. lar I. 

Previous to Horld \Var II, the world 's g r eatest Epiphyllurn hybridizer 
was Curt Knebe L He was born in Erlau (near Nittweida ) on June 16 , 187!. 
He r e ceived h i s first training at the nursery of Gustave Albert in Iiaini ­
chen . He then continued h i s education at the best kno\l1n nurseries of t hat 
time in h is surround ings f such as the ',.;jidemann Nursery Adm i n istra tion in 
Berndorf near Chemnitz, at Haage & Schmidt in Erfurt, at Otto ZViann ' s in 
Le ipzig -Zucritzsch , and in the establ i shment of Schwarz i n Ei nsiedel also 
near Chemnitz. His training, as a pupil, ended ",hen he became a collabor­
ator \l1 ith oouche at the great Roya l Garden i n Dresden . I n 1894 he re~ 
turned home to Erlau and founded h i s aNn nursery . 

E~ became i nterested i n cacti and Epiphyllums , like most of us, pure ­
l y by chance. Knebel devot ed h i mself to the hybrid izat i on of Epiphyllums 
s i nce about 1900 . ;-.:e began \v ith a smal l number of ~icol ai ' s pl ants and 
late r ''lith some of the finest varieties of l:.ornemann and other s in Ger­
many , such as ;i . O. Rother , i"Iil!1.elm .. ie i n3art of 'Jeorgenthal i n fi.luringen , 
3.nd Rettig in Aschers l eben . Here a r e sone of h is Ol'ln 'vords I 

Svery ser ious hybrid i zer must have a de fin ite goal and not 
be satisfi ed ,,, ith an occasional l ucky shot. The work must be 
continued for years , at l east up until the t hird generation . 
Th is means a period of t Henty - four years , a t l eas t , in order t o 
see if his efforts have been successful ••• A step fo~vard in hy ­
br i d i ng , "'hic~1. in oth~r days could hardly have been imagined in 
Epi phyllum cult i vation , has oeen my success in produc i ng the 
first "double " Epiphyllurn flmver ••. : ,TOW and then, the cultivator 
exp~riences quite a fe~., disappointment s . So it Has one day i n 
J ecember, 1932, t hat I had a great and happy surprise . One o f 
my seedl i ng p l ants bloomed 'v i th a flower ,,,h ich had t he distinct 
form of a bel l wi th a handl e . Bes i des that , the sepals "lere deep 
r ed uith a mixture of violet and blood -red tmvards the i ns i de , 
t',1e outer petals \1ere a f i ery orange with car:nine colored little 
veins . Likewi se , the i nner petals ' \'ere carm i ne shaded and ve i ned 
and on the i nside not one b i t of \.,hite or yello'v . However , t o my 
de~p regre t, it proved only to be a f raud and delusion , for i n 
Hay , this most unusual 1;vinter flower bl oomed absolute ly normal---

5 



\"hite and y e llow . Changes in the col ors of fl owers are not ex­
actl y uncommon , as it does happen rathe r frequently 'v ithout the 
cause being knm·m up to this time . The ques tion of the orig in 
of so called "sports ll i s not ne'" since the y appear qu ite fre -
quently in roses ... Although the so-called yell ow flotvers have -, 
yellow outer pe t als, t he ir inner petal s are \"'hite . I t is the de-
sire of many fl O\ver lovers to have one that i s all ye llow. I 
succeeded in growing several seedlings , whose inner petals were 
yellow at least from t he tip to the middle. I made a remarkable 
observation about those flowers . The first ne"'- hybrid, which 
flowered in the desired way. disappointed me the next year be-
cause it again bloomed white on the inside. The position was 
responsible for the color of the flower. I would generally ad-
vise placing plants in cool and airy places for fuller and deep-
er colors, while the warm locations with little fresh air favor 
the lighter colors .•• I felt certain that my plan to create Epi­
phyllums which grow compactly and bloom at other times in the 
year than April to June, would not be attained without the intro­
duction of a new strain in hybridizing. After much thinking, I 
chose Heliocereus cinnabarious for this role. The hybrids of 
this cross start to bloom in September and do nor quit blooming 
till January ••• Now it is my hope and prayer that this work with 
Epiphyllum5, begun so long ago by courageous men and nursed and 
advanced by my never-ending devotion, will evenrually engage the 
inreres t of strong, young hands, who will in turn Cherish it and 
guide it along life 's future pathway. 
And so, the simple hilly land in the middle of Saxony continued for 

some time t o be the center of Epiphyllum cultivarion. On September 14, 
1955, Martha Siepke (Curt's daughter) wrote to Gertrude Beahm. Her fa~~er 
had died a few years before. Ar ~his ~ime she and her two children, Karin 
and Jarg , had t o l eave + he ir par ad i se in Erlau ( for it was in East Ger­
many) and fled to Free Berlin . \;hen she wrot:e aga in in 1957, she was a 
nurse in Bi e lefe ld, Germany. Karin was in Hi gh School and Jarg was inro 
engineering . H . M. Negener kept: in t ouch with her. He was at t his time 
living i n Bad Sachsa and had celebrated his birthday J anuary 1 (he was 
past eighty). 
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Alan L. MacKay, SCientific Quotations'The Harvest 2! 2 Quiet ~, 1977. 

(item below) 
·Counting-.OUnce, dice, trice, quartz, quince, sago, serpent, 

oxygen, nitrogen, denim. ---Alastair Reid, 1956 

translating this to plants. 
'Counting',Tea rose, onion, tulip, tea, fern, ivy, fig, zinnia, 

date, pine, cotton, epiphyllum, olive, ••• cymbidium. 
(or 0, I, 2, 3,4,5,6,7,8,9, la, 11. 12" •• .0.) 

---Rick Latimer, 1979 




