




m GOLP2N ~ ~ EPIPHYLLUMS 

Part: VI.Epiphyllum Society of America 

The Epiphyllum Soc iety of America began when 
a small group of enthusiascic people, all greacly 
inceresced in epiphyllum hybrids, held a meecing 
on Hay 5, 1940 aC the gardens of Mrs. Theresa M. 
lionmonier in Vencura, Ca. The firsc official ESA 
meecing was called Co order 10.30 a. m. by Dr. R. 
W. Poindexter, 'temporary chairl1lan with Mr. R. W. 
Kelly accing as secrecary pro-cem. -The following 
officers were elecCed.Presidenc-John W. Baumgart:­
ner. Vice President-Mrs. Theresa M. Monmonier, 
Secrecary-Treasurer-Dr. R. W. Poindext:er~ -Presi- -
dent Baumgartner appoinced three members to the 
SCandard Names Commiccee-Mr. H. Ii. Wegener, Mrs. 
T. M. Monmonier, and Mr. Charles P. Sherfy. 
Those present 'that: day were I J. W. Baumgartner, 
Mr. &. Mrs. Sherman E. Beahm, Mr. &. Mrs. W. Lee 
Chambers, Mr. & Mrs. Scott: Haselton, Mr. &. Mrs. 
Russell Hubbard, Mr. R. W. Kelly, Mr. & Mrs. W. D. 
Momaonier, Mr. &. Mrs. McLeod. Mr. 6& Mrs. E. O. Or­

pec, Dr. R. W. Poindext:er, Mr. C. L. Russell, William Schlechcer (of Coo-
lidge Rare Planc Gardens), Charles P. Sherfy, Mrs. P. J. Thull, and H. M. 
Wegener. Ac the close of 1940, the ESA had 13 chart:er members, all paying 
dues of $2.00 a year. These 13 chatter members werelJohn Baumgart:ner, 
Beahm Gardens, W. Lee Chambers, Ciesla Cacci Nursety, Coolidge Rare Planc 
Gardens, Russell Hubbard, R. w. Kelly, Leoca McLeod Flower Shop, Mrs. W. D. 
Monmonier, Orpet Nursery, Dr. R. W. Poindexter Nursery, C. L. Russell, 

, .arles P. Sherfy, Mrs. Pecer J. Thull, Mr. H. M. Wegener, and Wilshire 
Rockcrafcs & CacCUS Gardens (R. F. Kado). Scocc Haselcon once faceciously 
suggesced thac since the hybrids everyone grew were noC simply jusc crossed 
frOlO Epiphyllum species, buC other genera as well, then the society should 
have been called the Epi-chia-hylo-aporo-seleni-helio-zygophyllum Sociecy 
of AtAerica! 

The Epiphyllum Society of America has since grown Co now over six hun­
dred memberships (noC members) in forcy-two sCaCes and twelve foreign coun­
cries on five concinencs. The currenC Edicor of this fine paper is Velma 
Featherst:one. The current: President is Don Shoemaker. The ESA has over 
the years sponsored Flower Shows, garden cours, and slide compecicions. 
The ESA was the mother soc iety co the SDES. Happy 40th ESA! 

P. SolOn page 20A of the Direccory 2f. Epillhyllums ~ other R~lAf~ ~ 
phvtes. published by Rainbow Gardens, is a picture of the May, 0 ESA 
meeting. Can anyone identify any of those presenc1 
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FROM THE SECRETARY'S NOl'ES 
(niOSE PARtS CONCERNING INCORPCIlAtION, BY-LAWS, AND NONPROFIt StAtuS) 

Jan. 23, 

Feb. 27, 

Mar. 12, 

Mar. 26, 

Apr. 09, 
Apr. 23, 

May 28, 

June 25, 

Jul. 09, 

1980-Mr. Eugene Pierson, tax accouncanc, ... 10 wi!:h !:he SDES Board 
Co explain !:he necessary sceps to keep us wi!:hin !:he law of '-' 
!:he SCace and Federal Governmenc. the Board voted to e .. pow-
er Mr. Pierson co find ouC require ... nts co file for nonprof-
ic sCat:us Scace and Federal, incorporacion, and revising SDES 
by-laws co fit all necessary require ... ncs of a nonprofic cor-
poracion. (A by-laws cOl1lJlliccee was appoinced by !:he Presidenc.) 

1980-Presidenc laBorde read the proposed Art:icles of Incorporacion 
of the SDES, Inc. She also read the rewritcen by-laws, al­
lowing cime for discussion and debace on part:icular passages. 
Board ..... bers asked Mr. Pierson quescion and he explained in 
decail the reason for the wording. Mr. Pierson will llake 
such changes as were agreed upon by the Board, and will have 
new copies available for the Board members to voCe on to pre­
senC co the general membership. Presidenc laBorde appoinCed 
the n01linacing commiccee to consisc of Elinor Lacimer, Edith 
Meador, and John Piland. 

1980-Presidenc LaBorde passed ouc revised by-laws (scill only pro-
posed) to general members (no copies went Co Board members as 
there were noc enough) for Cheir viewing. they will be voced 
on aC Che April general meecing. If Chese by-laws are 
passed, chiCS will be invalid, buc slips will be given, say-
ing "this is a cax-free donacion.". 

1980-(Some Board me .. bers intended Co concinue debating Che maCcer 
of Che new by-laws, buc President LaBorde felt enough time 
was spent on that and ehat we should vote on that issue 'there 
and then.) It was recommended and seconded 'Chat tile new by- \....../ 
laws be pre.enced aC Che April general meecing to Che general 
..... bership for approval. Elinor Latimer asked to delay pre­
sencing Che new slace of officers for one .. onCh,(so as co 
co .. ply wiCh Che new by-laws raCher Chan Che old by-laws due 
a differenc set of officers.) , 

1980-( General member.hip approves proposed by-laws), 
1980-Presidenc LaBorde reporced Chac the incorporation papers will~Q 

filled OUC and senc in next: week. Norainacing commiccee gave 
the slate of officers to be presented to the general member­
ship in May and elecced in June. 

1980-Presidenc LaBorde said Chac Che Papers of Incorporacion have 
been filed. 

1980-there was lengChy discussion and clarificacion on Che speci­
fic ducies of each officer (part:icularly V. P. for membership 
and V. P. for Educacion), under the new by-laws. 

1980-Bect:y Cooper inscalls new officers and truscees. 

---Eva Clover(excepc When in parenChesis) 

July , ll, 1980-(truscee MeeCing) Obcaining a Re-sale permit from Che Board 
of Equalization was suggested. Dave LaBorde moved tha't this 
should be done, seconded by Willise Brubaker, mocion carried. 
Presidenc LaBorde was asked to go to , the Board of Equal1.za­
Cion office Co cake care of Chis. 



July 23. 

Aug. 08. 

1980-Gene Pier.on explained the corpora~e laws and announced as of 
the af~ernoon of Wed. July 23. 1980. we had been gran~ed in­
corpora~ion r1gh~s as a nonprofi~-educational-public benefi~ 
corpora~ion. This was verified by phone and a formal notafi­
cation by mail is awaited. There are still lII&1\y questions 
concerning what the SDES members can and can not do in re­
gard to selling and donations. These problema will be dis­
cussed by the President with the IRS and State Tax Boards. 
(Executive Board) 

(Trustees Board) Because so many members were beginning to be 
dissatisfied with the wording of the new by-laws (ambiguous 
and Why two Boards?). it was felt- to 'be advisabl-e- to appoint _ 
a committee to rework theIR. (Mr. Pierson said that once the -­
Incorporation papers were approved. the SDES could have -any 
by-laws that they wished. The Trustees said that they only --­
wanted to clarify certain passages.) This motion was made 
by Willise Brubaker and seconded by Gwendolyn Johnston and 
carried. The c01lllllittee appointed.Roland Johnston. chairman. 
Ruth Nelson. Dorothy Breining. George French. -and Richard la­
timer Sr. -- "The President. or the Vice President (Execu­
tive). in the absence of the President. with the endorsement 
of the Treasurer may authorize the expenditure of sums of 
money not to exceed $100.00 per lRonth. Any sums in excess 
of $100.00 per month shall be approved by the Executive 
Board or Board of Trustees." Made by Dave laBorde, seconded 
by Willise Brubaker. passed. 

1980.Dave LaBorde brought up several points. Mr. Pier.on had 
sent to Fern, as President, several papers for her to sign. 
These were to go to Sacramento. Among these papers was the 
Power of Attorney for the SDES. Several people in the rOOm 
made it clear that no Power of Attorney .hould be given to 
anyone without the Board·, approval. 
Fern stated that at the Jan. 23. 1980 Board Meeting. Mr. Pier­
son was asked to help widl the Incorporation. Others remem­
bered that a committee of more than one was appointed by the 
President (not in the minute.). George French stood up and 
stated that he. John Clancy. Don Irwin. and Nate Ogdon were 
on the lIy-laws Committee. They asked at the Feb. and Mar. 
Board meetings when they would have their meetings. but were 

-told by Fern that she and Mr. Pierson were doing the work. 
Bob Breining stated that anyone may incorporate themselves. 
but organizations must be incorporated by a member of the 
Bar and that the signatures of the Trustees had to be on the 
papers. There were no signatures, No one knew specifically 
Whether Mr. Pierson was a member of the Bar. 
The question was again brought up as to Why the SDES needed 
to incorporate. It seemed to be the consensus of opinion 
that the Board does not want to incorporate. Fern still felt 
the SDES needed protection from suits. 
Jerrie Clancy moved and John Piland seconded. that the Trust­
ees look into the matter with the Botanical Garden Foundation, 
Inc. (San Diego) to see how the SDES is covered in regards to 
liabil1cy. etc. The motion was carried. Gwendolyn (Trustee) 
and Roland (By-law committee) Johnston were appointed to in­
vestigate this at the Aug. 14. 1980 SO Botanical Garden Foun­
dation, Inc. meeting. 



Aug. 27, 

Mr. Pierson told Roland Johnston that the Articles o£ Inc. ' 
had come back from Sacramento incomplete. 
Jerrie Clancy moved and Willise Brubaker seconded that the 
Trustees terminate Mr. Pierson's services. Hotion was car­
carried. 
Fern said that she had the Power o£ Attorney back £rom Mr. '---' 
Pierson. She was asked to bring it: to the next: Board mee-
ting. She was also asked to bring the Secretary's records 
and Minutes and give the .. back to the Secretary. o£ the Ex-
ecuti ve Board. 
The By-laws committee recommended that Mr. Pierson be paid 
£or his services-like telephone expenses. The Secret:ary of 
the Trustees was asked to write him, telling him his services 
were no longer needed and to ask him his expenses for the 
Board's consideration. 
The By-laws committee was asked to contim.J.e its work. 
Bob Breining asked What by-laws were we working under. Jer­
rie Clancy moved and John Piland seconded, that the Society 
operate under the latest: by-laws approved by the general memo 
bership on April 9, 1980, until they can be revised and prop­
erly presented to the membership for a vote. Motion carried. 
(This meeting was intended to give all Board members a chance 
t:o air their dUferences and iron out: all .. is=derstandings. 
The problems facing the SDES seemed all due to conmrunication 
or the lack of conmrunication. Everyone seemed satisfied that 
this was accomplished.) 

1980-The President and Vice Ptesident reported on a meeting with 
George Streeper, Corporate Attorney, 1067 1st St., San Diego, 
concerning incorporating the SDES as a nonprofit-Mutual Bene­
fit Corporation. On a motion by Kathy Adams and seconded by 
Ka~ie van Arum, authorization was given to the President and 
Vice President to maintain Mr. Streeper as legal COWlsil for 
the purpose of incorporation. The motion was carried. 
The President said that since our application for incorpora­
tion sublllitted by Mr. Pierson was denied by the Franchise Tax 
Board of the state of California, the April 9, 1980 SDES by­
laws were illegal. She dismissed the Trustees by-laws commi­
ttee, saying she would appoint her own committee, (and said 
that certain Officers and all of the Trustees were out of of­
fice. She then appointed most of those elected in June of 
1980 to similar positions according to the 1977 SDES by-laws. 
The exceptions were Gene Schmedding-Corresponding Secretary, 
the Leasons-Second Vice President (not present at this meet­
ing), and Dave LaBorde would be o£f the Board entirely. When 
the President said that the Lawyer told her that she could do 
just as she pleased as President o' the SDES (with or without 
SDES Board approval», Trustees Elinor Latimer and Willise 
Brubaker(said that they could not serve on any Board under 
these conditions and) resigned and left. The Executive Board 
took no action on these resignations. 

---Kathie van Arum(except When in parenthesis) 

NOIE.A member of the SDES Board cont:acted the San Diego City Attorney's 
O££ice and was advised that Mr. Pierson has incorporated only himself 
under the name of the San Diego Epiphyllum Society. This incorpora - .' , 
Cion has nothing Co do with the San Diego Epiphyllum Society. -Ed. 


