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Epiphyffum 
~oc~~ ________________________ _ 

WELCOI~E NEW MFl"BERS: 

Charles & Alma Haywood 
Sieverville , Tennessee 

J ANU kRY HEETING 
The January meeting was well at­

tended by almost 200 people and the 
program was surely a c~i~c~er for 
anyone thinking about JOInIng our 
society . 

Chuck Everson of Rainbow Gardens 
in La Habra was our speaker , and his 
slide presentation was both colorf~l 
and informative . I know 1 neve~ tIre 
of epi slides and this program Just 
added another two or three "musts " 
to my "want listll . Some of the 
slides shown were of heliocereus (the 
most dominant parent of e~iphyllums) , 
aporocactus (exquisite small bloom~) , 
and many other outstanding blooms In 
the Rainbow collection. 

Thanks Chuck - already looking 
forward to your next program .. . 

•• • Pat StebbIns 

FEBRUARY MEE'rING 
The February meeting will be p r e­

sended by SOCiety member and current 
photographer , Bob Breining . Bob 
will show slides taken at our ' 81 
Christmas Party , and lots of 7P~s 
and other slides f r om the Brelnl~g 
collection . You won ' t want to mlSS 
this one ! 

FEBRUARY REFRESHf'iENTS 
Those who will be contributing 

goodies for the :February meeting 
are : 

Joyce Bjor kman Edith, Meador 
Bev Garber Jan RIce 
El i zabeth Gl over Dorothy Runde 
Jean Hapeman ,Tean Seile 
Mil dred Leason Dorothy Young 

• •• Penny Bunker 
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NO·" IS THE TIl"1E MARCH- APRIL 
••• Frank Granatowski 

Now is the time: 

- to maintain good grooming by 
removal of dead , . spildly , and un­
sightly branches from your plants . 

- to remove dead leaves and 
debris from containers , thereby eli­
mi natine a haven for harmful pests 
and allowing free flow of oxygen to 
soil and root system . 

- to remove scale residue cling­
ing to out side of containers . 

- to repot past y~ars cuttines 
that have outgrown t heir present 
containers . 

- to give mature plants a final 
feeding of Nitrogen- free liquid fer­
tilizer, such as Bloom- Builder , or 
Hi- Bloom , to pr omote healthy buds 
and blooms • 

-to utilize control methods to 
inhibi t aphids and ants who are at­
tracted by the nectar from attacking 
new buds and blooms. Insecticides 
such as Or thene and Malathion can be 
used . READ AND FOLLOW DIRECTIONS ON 
LABEL CAREFULLY ! ! 

- to remember not to attempt to 
relocate plants once buds have begun 
to form . 

- to coddl e the new seedlings you 
have developed in past year . 

- to bait for snail s which become 
more active with the wet weather . A 
few granul es of SLUG ETTA has proven 
to be very effective when placed at 
the base of the plants , and it leaves 
l ittle or no unSightly residue. 

- to gather and store rain water 
for future use . store in opaque con­
tainers t o avoid buildup of algae . 
A few drops of insecticide in the 



rain barrel will inhibit wrigglers 
(larvae) that grow up to be pesky 
mosqui toes. 
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HELP! HELP ! 

Have a blooming size E. Chryso­
cardium you can spare? A large 
flowering size Nopalxochia Phyllan­
tho ides? E. Crenatum? Mature plants 
are needed for an intensive hybri­
dizing program . Your plant might be 
the start of an entirely new line of 
epis . Please contact Helen Barkdoll 
at tne meeting , or phone 469- 9165 
and we will see what we can work out . 
Even a fresh flower or two would be 
a tremendous help just for the 
pollen . Help save years of time and 
have a chance to name a new epi. 

f;)t} 
••• from Velma Featherstone, the 
Editor of the ESA Newsletter -

The Epiphyllum Society of America wishes 
to extend a cordial invitation to all SDES 
members to become affiliated wlth us in 
addl tion to your membership in San Diego. 
There are IIllny IUJltbers who already belong 
to both groups. It wl1l help to round 
out your epiphyllum experience to learn 
all you can about the plants we grow. Hem .. 
bership in the ESA includes the bl"monthly 
''Bulletin'' and once a year lie Issue a Dir­
ectory of me.bers. You will get all the 
Information you need to participate in our 
activitIes, like our annual picture show. 

We have recently, after years of effort, 
completed the printing of the ESA Hybrid 
Listing, a compilation of known Epiphy­
llums. It consists of 104 J&gea plus add­
endums for the years of 1978 through 1981, 
with all of the newly registered hybrid. 
for those years. The coat is $7.95, which 
includes postage. Our dues are $6.00 a 
year. Mailing address is P.O. Box 1395, 
Monrovia, CA 91016 
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In these dark waters 
Drawn up from 
My frozen well ••• 

Glittering of Spring 

Ringai 
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PUMICS , ANYONE? 

Dick Chadwick was kind enough to 
get some information for those of you 
who have tried to find a source for 
pumice. You can find i t at Woodward 
Organic Products Co. , 9925 Riverford 
Rd. , Lakeside . They bave it in 

1-1/2 cu . ft . Bag ~ $4.50. 

They also have all kinds of mixes 
including cactus blend from $11 to 
$22 . 00 bag , including kelp . They 
have Leaf Hol d (1-1/2 cu . bag $4 . 50 ) 
Bone Neal (approx. 1 gal. ·~5.00 or 
25 1 bs . at :~ 12. 00), Blood 14eal 
(approx. 1 gal. 34 . 00 or 20 l bs. 
$ 12 . 00) . If you have a friend who 
would like to split a bag , the 
l arger sizes are quite a good buy . 

WANTED : Assistant Librarian - male 0: female , to help set up library 
d~splay , check out, and check in 
l~brary materials during epi 
meetings . Contact current Librarian 
for further details . 

• •• Charles Saltzer 
422- 3854 

The charcoal caravan stopped at 
Hurst ' s Nursery on thei r last trip 
north for charcoal and Dick Chadwick 
reports that the plants that are on 
sale (Feb . 13-1 8) for $1.00 are an 
excellent buy . Over 200 varieties 
to choose from , most of them current­
ly popul ar plants (Pink Chiffon , etc.) 
- maybe a carpool of 4- 6 people could 
get you there to take advantage of 
this super sale? 
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Followi ng i s a li s t of guidelines approved by the Board for th e 
1982 Annual Epiphyllum Show on Nay 9 . 

FLOWER SHOW EJCHI BITOIlS GU I llBLINES 

All tables must be reserved prior to May 1 with chairman 
(Do rothy Breining) or co - chairman (Kathy Van Arum) only . 
Reservation slip to be signed by exhibitor . 

Exhibits to be set up on Saturday night , except for 
flowers , unless oxcused by one of t he chai rmen . The earli er 
we s et up , t he sooner we all get away _ 

No s praying of any substance is permitted in the showroom . 
ThiS-is a park regulation . Any exhibi t which is set on the 
floor must have a protective cover Dyer t he floor . 

All exhibits should f eatur e flowers . 
and l abeled . Exhi bitors are encouraged 
of the show on any exhibit of 1/2 table 

Flowers t o be named 
to fOllow the theme 
or mor e . 

Exhibi ts should be completed by 10:00 fu~ Sunday , so that 
boxes can be r emoved and the floor swept befor e 10:'30 . Anyone 
having 6 or less bl ooms should bring them in before 9:00 AM 
so that the epi - trees can be finished . 

All exhibitors should help in the cleanup of the r oom 
after t he show . Bring a cloth so that you can wipe off your 
own t able cover. Flease pitch in and help as there is a lot 
to be done . 

Remember not to tie up the carts in s etting up or dis ­
mantling your table. There are others wait i ng t o use them , 
so empty the carts and r eturn them at once . There are only 
three carts for all of us . 

Placement of tables for the show will be at the discretion 
of the chairmen; however , every effort will be made to accom­
modate the exhibi tor. 

All exhibitors or workers are asked to bring a dish for the 
potluck at lunch . We will try to have thi s r eady by 10 : 30. 
Meat will be furni shed by the club . Thi s potluck for exhibitors 
and workers only . (Editor~ note : Th is i s not a sit- down ---­
me81, th~5 ~ s t o make it convenient for t hose-who will be in 
Room 10 1 all day so you won ' t have to leave the exhibit area t o 
go out t o eat.) 

A separate copy of these guidelines may be 
obtained from Dorothy Breining i f you need it . 



This is the beginning of a quite 
lengthy articl e on epiphyllum culture 
submitted by Chuck Everson of Rain­
bow Gardens . The article was written 
by a member of a British Cactus and 
Succulent Society back in 1967. I 
think this will be a valuable addi ­
tion to our hybridizing information . 

EPIPHULUM HYBRIDS AND THEIR 
HYBRIDIZERS ••• by F . Braun 

PART 1 

Epiphyllums and their hybrids are 
to the majority of cacti enthusiasts 
poor Cinderellas , relegated to dark ' 
corners of the greenhouse except 
when the plants bear their beautiful 
blooms . The very word hybrid is a 
name looked upon with distaste by 
some collectors of our plants and in 
fact Epiphyllums are very poorly 
served by our journals . This article 
is intended to redress the balance. 

,The first record of hybridizing 
Eplphyllums was in 1830 in Bngland 
when Jenkinson and Smith mentioned 
n~erous crossings. They were 
qu~ckly followed in 1832 when the 
gardener of Lord Liverpool and 
Pr~s~l~y al~o carried out some hy­
brldlzlng wlth true species. 

The Germans then started hybridi ­
zing independently and further 
English crossings were made shortly 
afterwards by Sedlow, by the gard­
ener of VIal ter Boyd and by the two 
brothers called Baumann. 

At this time there was consider­
able interest in these originat.ions 
because in 1846 , Forester and the 
well known Chelsea firm of veitch 
raised many hybrids using the best 
of the French varieties that had 
been raised after 1845 by Charles 
Simon a cactus grower and Lorenzo 
Courant his client. 

In 1890 Johannes Nicolai started 
hybridizing in Germany but died in 
1901, before he had the chance to 
see t~e result of his many crossings. 
He ralsed nearly 300 varieties and 
although his brother Woldemar car­
ried on with the work, nearly all 
the plants were lost during the 
Firs t Wo rld War. 

4 

2/10/82 VOL . 6, No . 2 

In 1894 George Borneman started a 
large horticultural business at 
Blanl:enbe:-g and by crossing Nicolai I s 
h~br~ds w~th the best English varie­
tIes he united the hnglish, German 
and French strains . 

Curt Knebel , the greatest German 
hyrbidizer, was born on June 16 
1871 and died in 1952 aged 81 y~ars. 
In 1894 , after some distinguished 
g~rdening appointments , he started 
hlS own nursery at Erlau in Saxony 
and by acquiring a small number of 
Nicolai ' s plants and subseauently 
some of Borneman's and W. O: Rothers 
originations , he had, by the ]'irst 
1.'1? rld War , a very good collection of 
h ~s own hybrids. Virtually the 
whole collection was lost as a result 
of the war and he painstakingly 
st~rted again , evolving over 400 hy­
brIds. During the Second WW he 
again lost nearly all his pl~nts but 
many of his hybrids. are still avail ­
able . 

Knebel's name will long be remem­
bered through his lovely hybrids 
notably Professor Ebert Stern von 
Erlau, Augusta von Szombathy 
Fredrich Werner Beul, Adolph ' Hitler 
(remaned Sherman E. Beahm) and many 
others. He also managed to raise 
several notable F.l and F . 2 hybrids 
thus extending the flowering period 
of these plants to virtually the 
whole year. 

Knebel's family are also remern­
b~red in his hybrids with the varie­
tles .Frau Selma Knebel, his wife; 
Oswald Knebel Jr ., his son ; Andenken 
an B~hnmeister (in memory of the 
Statlonsmaster) Knebel, his father " 
Frau Martha Siepke , his daughter a~d 
Frau Emilie Knebel , his mother , and 
many others. 

,He also , in his later years , dis­
trlbuted seeds to American hybrid­
izers which were subsequently intro­
duced by R. W. Poindexter and Mrs 
Clarion Steele . Some of these ar~ 
Bagdad , Dolores, Imp, Indoxol 
Nellie, Orchid Supreme , paradise 
and Wonderland. ' 

••• to be continued . 



EPI BI.OOM SI ZE AND COLOR 

This has come up a oouple of times 
and I 've been through all the liter­
ature I have and this i s what I 've 
come up with . 

Color description - from every­
thing I have reearding color , the 
rule of t humb seems to he ":predomin­
ant color of first glance " (or look ­
ing with one eye , while blowing a 
bubble on night of full moon) just 
joking of course . The ESA hybrid 
listing is quite lavish in beautiful 
color descriptions such as "cerise ­
pink center , outer brownish- rose" 
and "opalescent salmon- orange to 
pale carnine" , but this is difficult 
or impossible to put on a cutting -
and any way , you just want to tell 
whoever get s the cuttin~ that it ' s 
white or red , or whatever and let 
them f urnish their own description 
when they add it to their list . 50 -

';/ - It/hi te 
R - Red 
o - Orange 
l' - Pink 
Y - Yellow 

and al so , PUR - Purple 
LAV - I,avender 

and VI O - Violet , and any 
combination thereof , the first color 
being the predom i nant one . 
Ex : R- VI O, or \'I - Y (personally I like 
to write them YEL or ORG and RED and 
PNK) • 

As for size - taken from the EGA 
hybrid listing , epi blo om size 
descri ptions are : 

XS - Extra small (under 2", minia­
ture) 

5 - Small ( 2 t o 5" ) 
M - Medium (5 to 7") 

r-1J~ - rr; cdium to Large 
L - Large ( 7 to 9" ) 

XL - ~xtra Large (10 inches or 
l arger) 

(r~ easure aCrOSS center of open bl oom . ) 
••• Pat Stebbins 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Ho'r OFF THE PllESSES! ! 
IT'S TIME TO ORDER YOUR COPY OF OUR I 1981 Addendum to "Directory of Epi-
1982 FLOWERING JUNGLE CACTUS phyllums" is now available. 18 pages, 
CATALOGUE! ! ! 662 descriptions . Only $3.50, +. 50¢ 
Our brand new 1982 FULL COLOR cata- postage (Calif. add 6% tax} . Make 
logue will be available at the end of your directory complete ~nd up to 
November. Simply send us $1.00 t oday date through 1981 ! 
(deductible first order) for the NEW 1982 plant catalog now available. 
catalogue, and we will include our More ~ies, R£tpsaliS, Rattails , 
$3 . 00 Early Bird Coupon whi ch may be species Epl phY Um~ight61 oomln~ 
redeemed with any $13 . 00 purchase of CactI than ever belore! Onl y $1. 0 
merchandise from the new catalogue , (deductible) • 
but which expires February 28 , 1982 . NEW nursery hours: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm, 
198 1 customers will automatically re- seven days a week at 1574 Dorothea 
ceive the 1982 catalogue free of Road, La Habra , Calif. Due to the 
charge . Our new catalogue is as distance involved, a telephone call 
l arge and colorful as ever with 108 'in advance is advisable to insure 
color photos and a host of jungle we ' re open (213 - 697-1 488) • We've got 
cacti and shade loving succulents . thousands of potted plants for sale 
Epi phyll ums : Over 180 varieties of in 3" pots, and over 100 in the 8 11 

day and n'ght bloomers in a tremen- pot size . All reasonably priced . 
dous range of flower colors and Garden books are also available for 
sizes . Expanded sel ec tion of yellow preview upon request. Credit cards 
flowered hybrids ••• we now offer accepted . Bring your camera!! 
King's Ransom, Marge Cocke , Jennifer RAINBOW GARDENS NURSERY/BOOKSHOP 
Ann, Frances C. , George French and P. O. Box 721 Dept. ESA - SD 
others . Don ' t forget , we are open by La Habra , CA 90631 
appointment . CALIFORNIA EPI CENTER , 
Dept . SD82, Box 1431, Vista , CA 
92083 . (714) 758-4290. 

DOLLAR RA~1A DAYS 
Feb . 13 through Feb. 28th 

Publi shed by the Never has there been such a sale. San Diego Epiphyllum 
For 10 days only , for walk- in :ioc ietv 
customer s only , we are sellin~ our Presid ent : C John Clancy 
rooted cuttings , all of our gener- uhone (714) 277- 8206 
al stock , while the supply lasts , 

Mee t ine : at the unheard of rock - bottom price 2nd Wednesday , 7: 30 PM 
of only $1. 00 each . Sale includes ~~om 10 1 , Casa del Prado , Bal boa 
pl ants regul arly priced at $2 . 50 a r k San Di eRO • 
to $4.00 . Many of them are l arge EPI NEWS Editor : Pat Stebbins 
enough to bloom in the spring. 279- 8026 , 10404 Orozco Rd ., San Diego , Pl ease, no dealers . HURST NURSERY , CA 92124 
12059 Lambert Ave., .El Monte , CA DEADJ,INE }'OR NEXT I SSUE: 3/1/82 91732 . If you are looking for 

n .NDERSHIP : something special , call us . Jerry Plaisted 
(213) 444-5296 (714) 583- 9551 , 6356 Delbarton St . , 

San Diego , CA 92 120 
M],;\~BERSHIP DUES FOil ONE Y];All : $6 . 00 
SI NGLll or rt,n·IBER/SPOUSE U. S. A., 
$12.00 INTERNATION AL (NOT]; : Number 
in parentheses on mailing label 
ind~cates dues month . Please check 
and keep current . 
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