
.. ~ 
Barbara Curry, 

San Diego 
Robert NcGrath , Nashua , 

New Hampshire 
Jean Capuano , San Diego 
r~ark Stander , San Diego 
Jan Goddard , Vista 
r4r . & f'.1rs . Harry Ekno , San Diego 

*** 

DR. JACOB W. 'rROXELI, 

Dr . Troxell , the founder of 
the San Diego Epiphyllum Society , 
passed away April 27th . 

Dr . Troxell and his wife 
Miriam , who passed away early 
last year , were a guiding force 
and ardent supporters of this 
club that we all enjoy so much . 
We are all much richer in our 
own l ives for being touched by 
theirs . 

APRIL MEETING 
••• Pat Stebbins 
The April meeting was a busy one 

with over 200 attending again . The 
big draw was, of course , '-t'ressy 
Cocke - who showed s lides of the 
blooms of his new, as yet unnamed , 
hybrids . It is really a wonder to me 
that after having probably seen 
slides of thousands of epi blooms I 
can still be thrilled by yet another 
that strikes the right chord. And Mr . 
Cocke ' s new crop of blooms has a few 
stunners, so be prepared. 

NOf/IINATIONS 
T"he April meetine; was also nom­

inating nieht for the upcoming slate 
of officers . Those members named by 
the Nominating Committee were announ­
ced and nominations were accepted 
from the floor. I would like to 
thank the Nominat ing Committee for 
their efforts in the past months on 
a difficut task . Thank you Bill 
Nelson , Blanche Hafiz , Carrie 
Stafford and Kathy Van Arum . 

The candidates you will vote for 
at the i;lay meeting are : 
PreSident 

Eob ilreining 
Frank Granatowski 

1st V . P . (P rograms) 
Ellnor Latlmer 
Hil t Turner (incumbent) 

2nd V. P . ( Membership) 
.Joyce BJorkman 

Recording Secretary 
I,ynn Brokaw 

Treasurer 
Randy Light 

correspondin~ Secretary 
Gene Sc medding ( lncumbent) 

Directors (Vote for four (4) 
Ernest Angus ----
Ed .Bro z 
Amelia Foster 
i'-larian Fostel~ 
Elizabeth Glover 
Paul Minard i 
Gus Schlapfer 
Jack Stafford 

*** 
[-lAY HEETING 

In add i tion to our election 
there will be a mini - show of blooms 
~o brine your blooms and share your ' 
JOys! 



MAY REr'RB3H!'''iENTS 
.•• Penny Bunker 
The goodies yO Il enjoy so much 

come from YOI individuals donating 
each month p us the birthday cakes 
the society provides . Thus you are 
asked to sign up each month . If each 
of you took a turn , it woul d only 
mean once or twice a year . Some ded ­
i cated ones sign up more often to 
fill the needs wh en others have not 
served . ' Tain ' t that rnuch , guys . 
Just some cookies or a sheet cake t o 
serve a goodly number . Way over 200 
last month visited our meeting . We 
are a busy , jumping group , and seem 
to have so muc h fun . Show time for 
many clubs i s scheduled , and our ex ­
travaganza is one - thus many new 
people will be coming and we grow , 
Grow, GHOW ••• GREA.'f ! 

The ones signed up for our en-
joyment break are : 

Greg nalvin Gene Lund 
Betsy Bollma.n Manuel r,lad ryga 
Margaret Fickes Michiko t,1unda 
Sako Hook Do rothy Ogdon 
Sandy James Gayle Widner 

See you all in Nay ! 
*** 

On April 20 , the San Diego 
'F'loral Assocla tlon hosted the" Epi 
Society at their April meeting . Ou r 
representative t o the Floral Asso­
Ciation , Gwen Johnston , presented our 
Pre sid ent John Clancy , 111i1 t Turner , 
and Hick Latimer . I-U I t gave a s hort 
talk on epi culture and Rick pre­
sented a very interesting slide pro ­
gram (some of which we will all see 
at our regular ~pi meeting soon ). 
There were some questions and answers 
and a raffle of epi cuttings and 4" 
pots . 

It was a most en.ioyable eveninr: 
and the Floral Association members .. 
are very warm and gracious hosts . 
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display . Dar. iel has his own lath 
house (whi ch he built himself) that 
houses hi s own collection of 51 
plants , and some seedl ings fror.l his 
first experiment with hybridizing . 

**'lI-
EPI 3Hm'1 , tliother ' s Day , Sun . Nay 9 

Here we go - r em ember , hours are 
10 : 30 am to 5 pm for the Sbow i n 
Room 101 - the Cu tting Sale ' .. ill be 
in Hoom 102 , 10 : 00 am to 4 : 00 pm . 
The Cutting Room will be open to . 
members inlY at 9 : 30 am , so if you l re 
Iooklng or something specific this 
would be the be3t time to find it . 

Exhibitors and hosts and hostes­
s es ObIt will be adm~tted t o _§how 
room e ore the doors open t o the 
public . ~xhibitors please se t up 
your exhibit as soon as possible . 
Room 10 1 will be open at 5 pm Satur­
day 7vening , and at 7 am on Sunday 
mornlng ~ Exhibits have to be com ­
pleted by 10 : 30 am Sunday . Anyone 
havin~ 6 or less blooms should bring 
them In ~efore 9am so the epi - trees 
can be finished . 

If you have any questions at all 
ple~s~ call Show Chairman Do rothy 
Brelnlng at 427- 9306 or Co- Chairman 
Kathy Van Arum at 477- 5258 . 
Edi t ors Note : Exh ibitors please 
please f or me , put your own nam~ on 
each and every bloom identification 
card unl ess you have a whole table . 
I had a terrible time last year 
trying t o figure out what belonged to 
who , espeCially on the tables shared 
by exhibitors . I would like t o in­
clude eve ryone in my J une report of 
our great day and I den I t want to 
leave any~ out . 
~UTTINGS : If you can I t. get your cut ­
lngs ,to those people l isted in last 
montbs newsletter , please call 
Dorothy and make arrangements with 
her - or bri ng them to" the uark on 
Saturday after 5 pm or as early 
Sunday morning as you can . ~ 

SEE YOU AT THE SlIo\; ! 
• •• Pat Stebbins 

*** 
On April 28 , one of our youngest 

members , DanIel Broz, gave a display 
of his epi blooms at the l<'letcher One fall en flower 
Hills Elementary School Open House Returning to the 
and Art Show. Both his third grade Uranch? •• Oh No! 
co - students and teachers were de- A white butterfly 
lighted and impres sed with Daniel l s 

;v!ori take 

2 * UJ.£. ~ uJ1 +L.. ~ 'cf<I-A-~ ~ ~ ! 



SDES BUS rrOUR , Sunday May 16 
To the Annual Show of the E. S. A. 

at the L . A. County Arboretum , and to 
Calif . ~pi Center Nursery, Rainbo w 
Lard ens Nursery , Hurst Nur sery, and 
EPICO Nursery . George Plaisted 
ChaiT1llan , call 583- 9551 . Hurry ­
there ~/ere only 11 seats left a week 
"ago . 

TJIll--BUS"" EAVJ~ BALBOA PAH.K RIGHT 
A 7: QO A~l Ror~ BElI I ND THE ORG AN 
PA l1UON - DO;, ' T BE LATE OR YOU ' LL 
BE L~t'T BEf IND . THEIlE WILL B..i<': no 
LUNCH STOP ON TIllS TOUR , BRING A 
SACK WNCH ,:t'!OUGH TO LAST 'fIjE DAY . 

*** 

May 29 , )01 31 SEA WORJ,D SHO\; -
Members WI I sell their cuttings 
in the greenhouse at Sea World . R.;:· ­
serve your table now , before it ' s too 
late . Chairman }<'rank' Granatowski 
(460- 6595) or Co - Chairman fi.': il t Turner 
(224- 0955) will give you specific 
details . 

*** 

-
Some gardening events you might be 
interested in this month: 

~!ay 15 & 16 SAn DIEGCl GERANIUN SHOW 
Casa del Prado , Sat . 12- 5 pm , Sun . 
10 am to 5 om . 
May 22 & 23- SAN DIEGO BRONUIAD SHOW 
Casa del prado , Sat . 12- 4 : 30 pm , 
Sun . 11 am to 4 : 30 pm 
Mati 29 & 30 <{]CARTLAND AI'RICAN VIOLET 
SH 'III , Casa del Prado, Sat. 1- 5 pm , 
Sun . 11 am to 5 pm 
t·lay 29 & 30 SAN DIEGO BOTANICAL GAR­
tEN iDN ANNUAl; SAl,E , Casa del Prado , 
Sat . & Sun . 10 am to 5 pm 
June 5 & 6 SAN DIEGO CACTUS & SUCCU ­
LENT SOCIE'TY SHOW t Cas a del prad 0 , 

Sat . 1 pm to 5 pm , Sun . 10 am to 5 prrl 

We received a letter from Sea 
World informing us of a class they 
are offering this summer which might 
be of interest to our club . Chuc k 
Kline will be leading a special class 
titled UPlants of Sea v/orld " which is 
a four hour wal·king tour through Sea 
World emphasizing the identity , 
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orIGIn and horticultural requirements 
(and solutions to problems encounter­
ed) of many of the 1300+ species of 
plants maintained there . The clas­
ses are on Saturday June 26 , July 17 ~ 
Aug . 7 , from 8 : 30 am to 12 : 30 pm . 
Cost $10.00/class . 

*** 

Gladys & Kent Harper - Harper's 17th 
Annual Garden Party , Thuraday 
r"ay 13 , 1982 begins at noon with pot ­
luck lunch (bring your favorite 
casserole, dessert , or salad) . Bring 
your neighbor , spouse , or a flower- . 
loving friend . Garden open till 
dusk - come after work if you can't 
make the lunch (for lef tovers). 

1110 Sapphire st . (Pacific Beach ) 

Boh & Dorothy Breinin~ 
605 t'l elrose Ave. (off - J St . in · 
Chula Vista) 
iVlay 22nd , Sat . 1 pm to 5 pm 

Elino r & Richard Latimer , Sr . 
3990 Lake t1urray Blvd . 
La Mesa 
{'lay ?2nd , Sat . 1 pm to 5 pm 

John & Jerrie Clancy 
All day Saturdays , and Sunday 

afternoons , pIease call first 
27'1 - 8206 

4910 rH . Ashman Dr. (Clairemont) 

Samuel & Ad ela Narkey 
189 Bethune Way , Chula Vista 
Any dar from 9 am to 3 pm , will have 
more booms after 1 May . If not 
home, just enter - look around and 
please Sign guest book in garage . 

If you wish to add your name to this 
list , please contact Open Gardens 
Chairman , George Watson , 435- 6349 . 

*** 
NOW IS THE TINE - MAY , JUNE 

• •• Frank Granatowski 
Now is the time : 

- to enjoy the fruits of your 
labor . Properly cared for plants 
should produce an abundance of spec­
tacular blooms. 



- to cross- polinate as soon as 
bl ooms open. However, pollinate with 
def inite goal s in mind . Bees and 
insects may be helpful, but they are 
not select ive . 

- t o r emove spent and wi lted 
blooms by cut ting about 1/2 11 from 
the base of the f lower , using a 
sharp knife or pruning shears . This 
method is also ad visable when cut ­
ting flowers for display . 

- to continue go od grooming of 
mature plants , by pruning older 
branches that ar e no longer produc­
tive , i . e ., branches on which many 
aeroles are callused and scarred 
from previous blooms . These cuttings 
can be used to star t new plants. 

- t o protect foliage from the 
hot summer sun . Keep plants in fi l­
tered sunlight . 

- to water r egularly. Keep 
mOist, but NOT wet . Do not al low 
Soil t o dry . 

- t o repot l ast years cutt ings 
that have outgr own their containers . 

- to attend l ocal shows . Meet 
wi"th epiphyllum gi["owers and add 
cuttings to your collec tion based on 
blooms seen in displ ays . 

*** 
NOTES ON HYBRIDI7, ING 

••• Dick Chad wick 
The "Pollen II (male) is the dom­

inating factor in size , color and 
cosmetic features (female genes are 
recessi ve) . 

Shape : The funnel or trumpet 
shape is dominant . Try to avoid 
pollen from this shape as the major­
i ty of the offspring will be funnel 
shaped . 

Color : 'lihite is dominant - Ex­
ception to this is i n using pollen 
from Heliocereus Blegantissimus then 
dominant color is red . It is best to 
use extreme colors in your crosses 
otherwise the offspring may be the 
same size and color of the parents . 

Scent : Scent seems to be a re­
cess ive gene in hybrid Ep i phyl lums . 
To increase the ehances of the new 
seedl ings being scented , use both 
male and femal e scented flowers in 
the crosses . 

4 
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ftedu c ing Si ze of Fl ower : Using 
the pollen from a flower (male) half 
the s i ze of th e flower receiving the 
pollen ( f emale) , \<iill result in 12 
pe rc ent of t he off spring being half 
th e s tze of th e male parent . 

Enl a r ging Si ze of Flower : Us e 
flowers of t he same size , 10- 15 per­
cent of the s eedlim!s will have much 
larger flowers than- the parent s . 
Hememher t he larger both parents are , 
the larger the new seedlings will be . 

Ir you are eOing to al l the 
trouble and time to . raise new varie-
ties of Bpip1"!yllums , ~t._ bs ~e§:t to __ _ 
plan ahead . First - what do you 
want? Do you want a new flower that 
opens flat or , you have a good fl a t 
but you want t o make a cup and sau­
c er out of it o Use a male flower 
wi t h t h ~~; e features . If you want the 
Game color but only want to increase 
t he s i ze or decrease the size , us e 
both parents wi t h the same coloring 
but use a l a r ge male f o r a larger 
fl ower , a small male for a smaller 
flow er . 

Rem ember you can control the 
Size , color , shape of flower , shape of 
petal s , number of petals , number of 
flowers , by contr olling your pollina­
t i on . 

*** 

THE W UD ANIf1AL PARK " GREEN 
THUMB " EP T SHOW ON NAY 1, 2 
WAS THE BEST EVER! COMPLETE 
DETAILS I N ,TUNE NEWSLETTER. 



Submitted by Rick Latimer , Jr . 5/12/82 

EPIPHYTES CLEARED! 
r' : ripllyt(~ connoissf'urs (C'pi.philp s and (' piholies includpd) \,'ill 

b,-. overjm,pd "'~I('!1 they rrad 1:11(' fo110l"in'; p.>.'ccrpts fr.om iJ. F'cent 
artic 1,'" i n ~ci~ : 

i{;.linforrst V0f',c" :11 l(ltl t · I~ ;tL ~ 'XO\" t, rm h("~1v i.l y 

1P :1Ch~"1 soi.ls or 10\.,: Ill)! "l"Tlt con tr'nt: n 'qu irT's (>([ i­
('i"I~t :H0.cltCl nis lll-> or I\llr, ' j,'f\t: l:r • .irtsf .. r ,lnd n~;::pnr.i.on . 

( 1 ) . :-':utri.rnt tl'; lns frT f ,'om v("> f~Ptatioll to th(' fon~s t 
1' 1001' OCC\lrf; h.," dr'cumpos i.t ion .':lnd subsPQ""nt upt ake of 
timbpr fall and 1Ht:l'l'fall ilnd vi.:l c anopy lp;lchin.l; by 
rrpc ipit:ll". i o !: . (2) . 1 (the author) !law' d i.s c ovcred an 
addit:irHlal tr.lTls/'rr pathway in thr tt"<'P canopies of 
bOr.!l rr·' 1I1l1!'C;ltc and tropical rail\for.po<: ... . lIost trees 
put: fOl'th "dv('ntit:ious roots that run bpnf':lth thick 
mats of ,1CCllnlulate d organ i c mat'!rial and thc ep iphytc 
coml11!1nit~' ti1ry support . Ihr s!' roots ~ ivp host r.rees 
'·lc ('r~s s to canopy nutrient rnsourC05 \.Jhic!'1 arE' normally 
unilv:lilable to tl10 host tr'20 and surrounding vegetation 
unti.l they enter the soil - litter cornponr'nt ••• 

Discovery of this phenompnon forces a r e considera­
t i on of the natun~ of the relation bet'''een ep iphyte and 
host trec , a subject of debate for many ypars. Al­
thoup,h by d e finition ep iphytcs do not take nutrients 
directly (piratically) [roln host trc..>cs as parasites do, 
they have been implicated (!) in host trE'e decline~': . 
Epiphytes have been termed "nutritional p irates ", as 
they are able to inte rce pt and tie up in their own bio­
mass those nutrients borne in dust . precipitat ion, and 
canopy leachates: which would otherwise be avai l able to 
the host trees. !{owever. in rainforest ecosystems where 
nutrients are readily leached from soil and canopy and 
lost to all ecosystem members, tying up nutrients in 
epiphyte biomass does not "rob " or deny host trees of 
atmospheric nutrients. Rather . it immob ilizes them 
within the system , and at the worst , delays their a ­
vailability to the host trees . Those trp.es with exten­
sive networks of canopy roots gain access to the arbor­
eal nutrient source eenerated and retained by ep iphytes. 
In fact. epiphytes may substantially contribute to the 
host trep. nutrient status by trappinp, and retaining at ­
mospheric nutrients. 

~':D. Benzing & J. Seeman, Sp-Ibvana (197 8) . 

So . not only have the epiphytes been declared not guilty of 
the crime of nutrient piracy, but they have been found to be her­
oic when vie wed with the proper perspect ive ! 

REFERENCE. 

Nalini N. l':adkarni . "Canopy Roots l Convergent Evolution in 
Rainforest Nutrient Cycles", Scip.ncp., (21 l I14 524) 11/27/1981, 
p. 1023-4. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

CALIFORNIA EPI CBN'I'ER is pleased to TO ALL OUR FRIENDS IN SAN DIEGO : 
announce that this year during th.e Just a r eminder that we 're open 
May and June blooming season the nur- for business . Our lath houses and 
aery w~11 be open to visitors on sales area are open to you by 
Saturdays between 10 am and 5 pm . appointment. We suggest you plan a 
The nursery is open the rest of the visit , and call ahead for a time 
year by appo intment only . California that is mutually convenient (al-
Epi Center is located at 1444 E. th ough wel re usually here) . Take 
Taylor st . , Vista , CA 92083 . Please advantage of our in- house specials 
call 758- 4290 for directions if you and see our thousands of plants for 
have not previously vi sited the sale, from 3" pots to gallon size . • 
nursery , as our B.ection of Taylor all at REASONABLE PRICES . Books 
Street does not appear on most maps . are also available for preview upon 
Full color catalog $1. 00, deductible request . Remember , our blooms come 
first order . only once a year---COME AND SEE 

OURSJ RA~NBO" GARDENS , 1574_ -Plants for AdoEtion from "Alice Dorothea Road, La Habra Heights, 
Buc hanan ' s former growing g rounds . California 90631 (213 697-1488 ), 
You will find many cute and cuddly 9 am to 4 pm 
oversized cuttings and larger sized 
plants at very reasonable prices . EMERALD GARDENS NURSERY specializes 
Give a lonely E)i a new home - Call in small and miniature- blooming 
Carl Stoll (213 338- 1224 ( Bald win epiphyllum hybrids , and offers a 
Park - L. A. ar ea) for an appointment small select l ist of medium to extra-
and directions . large-blooming hybrids . IN etve just 

publi shed our first retail mail - order 
I have written a 1I1 i ttle blue book ll , catalog , which we would love to send 
cal led "The Epiphyllum Road ". It is to you . Just send UE your name , 
fresh off the press and ready for address , and a 20¢ U. So postage 
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distribution . It contains a short I stamp . A wholesale li sting will be 
history of epiphyllums and the ESA , available soon . Please send all re-
and everything you need to know about quests to Er{~RALD GARDENS NURSERY , 
"how to " grow and car e for your ;Yankee Farm Road , Santa Barbar a , 
plants , all in one handy little pack- lcA 93109 . We are open by apPointment 
age . The price is $3 . 50 , plus 54¢ 'only, and you may call us at (805 ) 
first class mail (total of $4 . 04 in 966- 7413 . Hope to hear from 

soon ! 
you 

USA , Calif . residents add 21¢ sales • • • Sincerel y , Dean Walters 
tax , 54 . 25) . Overseas add $1. 32 for -
airmail (total $4.82) . Send orders FOR SALE 
to VELMA FEATH~RSTONE , 23500 The Old Epiphyllum Collec tion 
Road , #59 , Newhal l , CA 91321 Reducing stock , call Madeline Dacey , 

464- 8540 , 406 5 Citradora Dr., Spring 
Valley 

- - --
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