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A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS A~ID A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR FROM THE SAN DIEGO EPIPHYLLUM 
SOCIETY EXECUTIVE BOARD . will be our 8th Annual Awards Ban­

.•• referencing the recent 
article on epiphyllums written by 
Allen Lacy for the Wall Street Jour­
nal (we reprinted it in the ~!iber 
1983 i ssue of the Epi News) , the 
following excerpt should have been 
noted immediately following the 
article: 

"Copyright Allen Lacy , 1983 . 
Excerpted from Allen Lacy , HOME 
GROUND : A GARDEmER ' S MISCELLANY, 
to be publ<shed in April, 1984 
by Farrar , straus & Giroux , Inc." 

••• Pat Stebbins 

quet at Tom Ham ' s Lighthouse , 2150 
Harbor Drive (on San Diego Bay , 
ac ross from the International Airport , 
at the WEST tip of Harbor Island.) 

Don ' t f orget your dinner tickets . 
Soc ial hour is at 6 PM , and 

dinner is at 7 PM . 
Remember to bring your gift 

exchange potted cuttings wrapped so 
that t he plant can 't be identified . 

SEE YOU THERE ! 

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING, Jan. 11 
A very s pec Ial meeting and an 

absolutely socko beginning to 1984 _ 
our guest speakers will be a joint­
progr am of California Epi Center A1~ 
Rainbow Gardens! Don ' t put anything 
on your calendar except "Epi f-lleetin.g lt 
for this date! 



NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING 
••• Gene sC hmedding 
Our program for November took a 

little different tUrn from our usual 
slide and commentary program . There 
was a panel of five member s ; Gus 
Schl apfer , George Frenc h , Helen 
Barkdoll , Randy Light , and Dick 
Chadwick . The panel fielded aues ­
'tions on gr owing and potting irom the 
membership , some I am sure many of us 
that have been long - time member s 
never thought to ask . I , for one , 
leafn~d quite a bit . 

George Pl aisted announced that 
Butler ' s Mill , Inc ., a wholesale out ­
let is going to let members have a 

-- cash buying card , so we can shop- -­
there for garden supplies at whole ­
sale prices .* 

Harry and Margaret Blake would 
l ike to put together a slide program 
about the physical aspects of the 
epi - the diffenent things that 
affect their growth , color , etc . 
They would like for members to make 
appointments with them to come and 
see your plants ; how they are grown , 
what fertil i zer you use , and various 
things that affect the quality of the 
plant . If you are in terested in 
participating in the program , gi ve 
them a call (444-1 937) . 

Our membership chairman announc ­
ed that we now have 303 paid- up 
members . We just keep chugging along 
adding to our membership , "ain ' t that 
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In spite of the heavy rains that 
day , there were 32 people there (some 
of us are members of both societies) . 
Good food , good company and good 
conversation . . .. ' 

Thanks Gene Schmedd inp. for 
putting it together. Enco~~ next 
year? ' 

NOW IS THE TIME , January-February 
..• Frank Granatowski 

No w is the time : 
- to feed mature plants with 

nitrogen- free or low nitrogen ferti ­
l izer such as Bloom Builder (0- 10- 10) 
to promote bl ooming in the. apr.ing • . _ 
Either liquid or time - release gran~ 
ules can be used . If liquid fertili ­
zer is used , a subsequent application 
i s advisable in about a month . 

- to prune out non- productive 
~nd unsightly growth , thereby allow-
1ng more energy to be utilized by 
newer and healthier branches. 

- to maintain preventive pest 
control by keeping plant containers 
free of debris am extraneous mater­
ials . Spray with insecticides only 
when absolutely necessary . Orthene 
Malathion and Cygan are available ' 
locally . READ AND FOLLOW DI RECTIONS 
CAREFULLY! 

- to protect from unexpected 
frost a nd strong wintry winds . 

- to bait for slugs and snails . 
A few granules of Slugetta placed at 

~~ ~he base of the plant has proved to 
~. __ If ¥ou w~u. ld like. a cash buying e very effective and leaves little 

sum ' pi n? " 

_ _ or no u-nsightly residue . 
card for the Butler's Mill offer , - to take advantage of the bene-
please contact me and I will send you ~icial rains . If plants are potted 
one along with a copy of the buying 1n proper porous soil even prolonged 
procedure and restrictions . These heavy rains will have no harmful -
cards are non - transferrable , cash effect on them . Collect rain water 
o~ly , no special orders , etc . for future use. store in covered 
Elther call me at 279 - 8026 or dro~ me o~aque containers to prevent infesta­
a line at 10404 Orozco Rd ., San Dlego , tlon of mosquito larva (wrigglers) 
CA 92124 •..••• Pat Stebbins and of ,u!,ae 

.~~~~ 
SDES AND ESA EXECUTIVE BOARD POTLUCK , 
NOVEMBER 26 · .. 

On Sunday , Nov . 20 , the SDES 
board hosted a potluck luncheon for 
the boar ds of the San Diego and the 
National Epi SOC ieties , in the Eckes 
Building of Quail Botanical Gardens 
in Encinitas . 2 

GOing snow- viewing 
One by one the 
Wal kers vanish ... 

'lihitely falling veils 
Katsuri 



SEARCH AND RESEARCH COMMIT'fEE 
• • • Greg Balvin 
That hearty band of workers 

known as " we " normally meet the 3rd 
MONDAY of every month in Room 104, 
Casa del Prado at 7:30 PM . All 
adventuresome souls are welcome . Qur 
next meeting , however , will not be 
until January 16th , due to the 
Chri stmas holidays. As the year 
draws to a close, this might be a 
good time to reflect for a moment. 
'lie are beginning to hit our stride 
and really recovering a lot of the 
old - time hybrids, and it goes without 
saying (really!) that as soon as 
possible , these varieties will be put 
back into circulation . To this point 
the work the committee bas been doing 
has been rather invisible , but 
eventually you will see what we are 
working for . 

Beginning this month , and con ­
tinuing as a regular feature (hope ­
fully) , we would like to publish a 
list of 20 hybrids that the group 
feels are unavailable at this time . 
If any person knows the location of 
any of them , please let us know . '-lIe 
are interested in their location for 
data purposes only , and all re ­
sponses will be kept totally confi ­
dential. 'lie really do need your 
help , so please ••• 

Now for the l ist: 

AALA 
ABIGALE 
ACCENT 
ACHILLES 
ACIDO 
AD ASTRA 
ADAGIO 
ADONITA 
ADORA 
ADORNO 
ADORO 
ADRIAN 

AESOP 
AFRICAN QUEEN 
AFTER GLOW 
AGATE 
AGITATION 
AGNES MACFARLANE 
AIDA 
AIR de BALLET 

• • to be continued next month. 
Hope you can help us , heaven knows 
we can use all the help we can get . 

Let us take this opportunity to 
wish one and all a r~erry Christmas 
and a New Year . 
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EDUCATION 
•. • Helen Barkdoll 
A group of interested people met 

at the home of Louise Newman in 
Santee . Louise has a large T-shaped 
redwood lath house for her epis . 
She has it covered with 82% shade 
cloth durin ~ the hot summer months . 
In the winter the temperature drops 
below freezing and she has to cover 
it with a sheet of plastic , top and 
Sides , to keep her plants from frost 
damage . Her epis are hung from the 
studs and are also set on tiers at 
eye level . 

George French gave some very 
good suggestions about potting , and 
we all shared some new ideas about 
how to grow epis . Paul Phelps gave 
us a report on li The Secret Lives of 
Plants ll

• Did you know that talking 
to your plant really helps? Plants 
are living , sensitive organisms . 
They respond to Tender Loving Care 
and show it by rewarding us with 
beautiful flowers . Several members 
said their plants grew better when 
they were subjected to certain music­
al vibrations . Maybe that is the 
reason George French ' s epis grow so 
well , as he is continually getting 
the rumble of jets flying overhead . 
Maybe his epis are tuned into the 
jet's vibrations . Soft music is 
easier on the ear though . 

The Education Group will not 
meet during De cember, but will resume 
meeting in January when we will visit 
the gardens of another of our mem ­
bers. 

All you good people out there 
must be singing to your epis this 
month as we have a rather lonR list 
of off - season bloomers. Thos~ bloom­
ing since last meeting are: 
Ackermanii, Bridal Showers, Cadet, 
Ch imu , Clara Ann , Cinna bar , Empress , 
Friendship , Fringe of Gold, Fragrent 
Moondrops , Flamingo, George French , 
George ' s Favorite, Fern La Borde , 
Harold Knebel, Jennifer Ann , Jungle 
F~ry , 9rand Dutchess , Grand Empress , 
K1ng M1das , Prof . IrWin, pegasus , 
Tassel , three of George French ' s un ­
named seedlings , Argus , Ho neysuckle, 
Padre , Happy Face , Vista Star , Dibuk 
Agatha, ~lild Honey , Naranga, Val ien t ' 
Spirit , Mary Kay , and Baccaret . 



Please remember to keep a list 
of your blooms during the next two 
months and turn it in to the l ist on 
the library table next year in 
January . 

CALIFORNIA EPI CENTER would like to 
wish all of the ···membe·rs of the San 
Diego Epiphyllum Society a very 
Merry Ch r istmas. If you are a new 
member and have not received a com­
plimentary copy of our 1984 catalog , 
please send us your name and address 
and we tll mail our catalog to you 
free of charge . For those of you who 
would like 10 visit the nursery , C ..... ~ _ ...j) .. 
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please call first ••• if we t re here , u-u,,~cJ.~ 
you!re welcome to come by . As usual ,r-______ ~~~~------_.~----
we have a very large selection of 
rooted epiphyllums , rhipsalis , 
rattail cacti and holiday cacti . 
California Epi Center , P . O Box 1431, 
(1444 E. Taylor St . ) , Vista , CA 
92083 . Phone (619) 758- 4290 

NAME TAGS 
Jeannie Burger will take your 

order for a SDES nametag (blue 
plastic with a pin- back) . They are 
$2 . 65 including tax . 
Call Jeannie , 280- 6747 . 

~~ 
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THE GOI.DEN AGE OF EPIPHYLLIJMS 

Part XVlllt The Cox 's 

by Rick Lat imer 

The following is t he r e print of an articlp. writ:.ten in 1970 (a 
very important year for the SDES 1) by Richard Russell of La Jolla, 

Six months a go, I vis ited the faMolls Cox Epiphyllum 
Nursery in Enc i !lltas . I purchased about 20 plants .. 
all rooted cuttings. Then, two weeks ago (in February) 
I visited their nursery a gain. Although my second vis­
it came during a month whe n Epi. Phyllums are not in 
bloom, it was still a most instructive and e njoyable 
v i site 

Hr. Cox is an ex-r'larine t an out "~ poken, intel t i .. 
gent man wh o, with his wife, runs one of the largest 
Ep1phyllum nurseries in the U. S . A. and probably the 
world. Actually, Hr . Cox toirt me that there are very 
few Epi phyllum nurseries left in the U . S. A., there­
fore I was t he more interested in Cox's operation. 

The nursery i s sit.Hated abou t 20 miles north of 
San Diego and about a mile from the coas t. Here the 
climate i s absolute l y ideal for raising all varieties 
of cacti. and of course Ep iphy llums . Actual l y. th~c 
nursery is almost e xactly ~ ituated where my home is. in 
terms of geog raphy. for I too live about a mi l e from 
the oce an. :-Jere both of us get s ume winter fog , aver .. 
a ge day t e mperatures of about 60 to 70 degrees F. and 
night temperatures about 10 degrees lower. \oJe seldom 
if ever ge t a freeze. <llr:hotl~h perhaps once in five 
years the night temperatures will drop oelow 35°F for 
a few hours. 

Hrs . Cox. who perhaps i s even more of an Epiphyl .. 
IUm expert t han her. husband. told me that they have o­
ver 1000 varie t ies in their t hree l aree "sheds" . As 
one walks into the first screened shed. one is st.ag­
gered by the shef~ r number of plants. I have no idea. 
but I would gues s that the larger shed contains 5000 
potted plants. arr ane.c<.l in row after row . The ceil ing 
is a vA"C'itahle c ascade of hang i ng pots, each pot con .. 
taining a mature , magnificent. plant . On the · shelves 
below, are thousands of smaller containers conl:aitl ine 
rooted cuttings and smaller plants which are for sale. 

One of t.:he extraordinary t h ing s wh i ch the Cox 's 
have deve loped is the ir eolor photograph" a l bums . Mr. 
Cox i s quit.e a photoc,ra pher, and utilizing hi.~ hubby, 
1l~ h.a':i photographed a great. nU!llber of his plants in 
bluorr!. T!1.e student or buyer may run through t he lJl~ 
bums and see exactly what each flowe r looks 1. i .~e and 
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compare each f or size ( s ince t hp.y we re all photo­
graphed at e xactly the same dis tan<:~) . I was en .. 
thralled by the ·:ox· s beauti.ful albums. and I suggested 
that they publish them in co l or . So far, he has not 
been tempted, but if any reade r. has any ideas along 
these lines , I certainly t l ,ink the Cox collection of 
Epiphyllurn flowe rs i l1 coJor i s t:he finest assortme~t of 
pictures of these flowe rs that I have ever s een . 

I ~~re in thJuthe rn California, wlaere one can sr Olv 
any k ind of cactus with ease , it seems to me t hat soon­
e r or later one i.:urns to ~pipll.Y llums . The reasons are 
many, but the major rp.ason i s that the flowers are ab­
solutely unmatched i n bea l j l:Y . l have heard that the 
California hybrids are diffieul t: to flower In Europe. 
I do not know about t h i s (perhaps s ome comments would 
be of int(~r.?st) , hur her e the hybrids bloom easil y and 
profusely, t hrowing out thei r unbelievable flowers i n a 
bewildering assortment of sizes, shapes, and colors. 

J:: !)i phy l1ums are J to my mind t the eas iest of t.l-te 
cacti to grow. They l'iill take some shade, full sun (al­
though this is not too good), and some varieties such . 
as Rhodami.ne .t will grow and flower in full shade. They 
require a _s ritty, open soil, but they do not rot easily. 
They will take some drying out , anel a l though thp.y like 
some feeding, they \'i il! grow passably "Te ll W' it~lout ad­
ditional food. They take to haIl8ing pots, pots on the 
ground , pots under t .:(~(~S, under eaves, window s ill ·qf and 
outdoor. or gr eenhouse conditions. I find t..~e idp.a1. con­
dition for these plants is a hang i 110 pot: under a tree. 
The full ventillation afforded by this method seems t o 
p-roc.11Jce str011.gQr t healthier growth than any other meth­
od I know of. 

One strange thins a bou t Epiphyllums that I should 
mention i. ~ t ;,at they hate be1.~ repotted or having 
the ir r oot s tampered with. It i s easy to root: do cutt -Lng 
as it is to restart a plant once it has been r Hmovr.,.d 
from i ts orig inal p ot. For. this reas on , I t e lliI to 
place even smal l cuttings i n ;J l a.re.e put , and do this 1ntlly,l\, 

ful l 'He ll t hat. most fllt t(; i~rs claim that Epiphy llums 
like to be pot bf)und. 7iley may prefe r s mal l !.1ots , bt!t I 
just: Q r) not like to repot thern , thus I plac\~ thAm i n a 
large pot to beg in ''iit:h. So far it "N"Jrks , and with in a 
year o r so th~y have grown to fit t he pot. 

In closine _ 1: ''1ant i, O In-i ' lB attention to onE'! of 
the Cox's j';pi pnyllums which they call Te le. This, they 
tell me, i s the Hawaiian word f or ' huge '. Nrs . Cox in­
formed me tilat .'.Lglg consistently produces t he ];.1rt;/=st 
Epiphyllum flm\'e rs that she llas f<:vc:!r S(~'0n , some of them 
be i ns l!~ i nches acrossL 

REFERENCE. 
Richard Russell, "Notes from San Diego", The Cactus and Succulent 

of Great Britain (32 . 2) ~Iay 19 70, p. 33. 


