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HUNTINGTON SAYS THANKS
FOR SDES NEWSLETTERS

Dear SD Epi Soc. Members:

On behalf of the Huntington
Botanical Gardens, I want to
thank you for your participat-
ion . in our cactus and succu-
lent society publications
archival project.

We are now receiving your
newsletters and will be adding
them to our library as part of
this project.

The . response has been most
gratifying and we are pleased
to include your society’s
publication: for safekeeping,
research, and as part of our
extengive botanical library
with special emphasis on
desert collections.

Again,- thank you!

Carol Wujcik
Conservation Assistant

The  Huntington Library, Art
Collections, Botanical Gardens
San Marino, Calif.

(ESENSRRSEREE o vic
atimer who made the necessary

arrangements and

* * * % % &

NOVEBANT TABLE THIS MONTH
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LAST MINUTE CHANGE MAY
CONFUSE BEAUTY AND BEAST
VOLUNTEERS

New procedures initiated by
the San Diego Wild Animal
Park may confuse SDES members
who have volunteered to work
at this year’s Beauty and the
Beast Garden Celebration.

Late word is that all
volunteers are expected to
park in the main 1lot and
enter the park through the
main gates. Guards at the
Service Entrance will not
admit anyone without specific
instructions.

While the Park should no
doubt be applauded for this
over-due control, the problem
is that we have just learned
about their plans and made
our usual freewheeling
arra ngements .

If you expect to work at the
SDES display contact Sean
Minogue at once at (619) 475-
4478 to make the necessary
arrangements for getting
courtesy passes to you.

Volunteers working at the Epi
Conference only are expected
to enter the Park with the
public.

Please remember that the Park
is very generous to us each
May and our cooperation now
will be appreciated.
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THE OCTOBER COOKIE LIST:

Gloria Alexanderson
Theima Inglese
Oralee Steele

Lina E. Paul

Karin Phillips
Chloe Bajwa

. . Jhave all volunteered to
bring refreshments this month,
won‘t you help too?
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BANQUET REMINDERS....

Tickets go on sale this month
for the December 7th SDES
Awards and Installation
Bangquet.

John Noble will be at the Oct.
12th General Meeting to sell
tickets and answer all your
questions. If you won‘t be at
the meeting, but have quest-

ions or would like to purchase-

your tickets by mail call John
at (619) 294-4355.

See your special invitation in
this issue.
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THANKS FOR THE HELP!

Thanks are due to:
Gus Schlapfer
Michele Davis
Linda Hammer
Jean Gray
Pat Barrett
Dick Chadwick
Curt Hammel
John Noble
George French
This was the hard working
group at the SDWAP work party
on September 17th. They earned
their keep and more. Thanks
folks.
-Sean Minogue

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Nominations for SDES Officers
and Directors were submitted
and recorded at the Sept.1l4th
General Meeting.

The nominations are:

President:
Sean Minogue

First Vice President:
Gus Schlapfer

Second Vice President:
Pat Barrett

Recording Secretary:
Margaret Pethley

Corresponding Secretary:
Gene Schmedding

Membership Secretary:
Marjorie Marshall

Treasurer: no candidate

Directors:
Joe Tran, Dr. Hafiz,
Linda Hammer, Michele Davis
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TIME LAPSE PHOTOS AT
OCTOBER MEETING

The speaker at the October
12th meeting will be Charlgs
B. Ledgerwood of Carlsba@,
California.

Mr. Ledgerwood has spent many
years using time lapse
photography, as a result he
has many beautiful slides to
share with us. '
-Kathie vanArum

(Meeting time is 7:30, in

room 101 of the Casa ‘'d&¥. .

Prado, in Balboa Park. Cone"
early, there’s lots to do.)

)



EPIPHYLLUM BASICS PART 5
With our pot full of soil and
an epi cutting in hand we must
be ready to do our planting?

Not quite, one more thing
first. Always use a rooting
compound. A few seconds of
time and a few pennies spent
using a rooting compound are a
wise investment. Especially if
you buy your cuttings at
retail prices.

The process is simple you dip
the cut end in the powder, tap
gently to remove the excess
and plant.

Placement of the cutting in
the soil is another aspect of
epi culture that 1is open to
debate. Some recommend placing
the cutting straight up in the
center of the pot (or spaced
evenly in multiple cutting
plantings). A better method is
to place the cutting in the
soil at a slight angle (this
will cut down wind resistance
and save your epis from taking
a spill in the wind before
their roots form). In both
cases you want to be sure to
plant about 2 to 2 1/2 inches
of your  cutting in the
slightly moist soil.

It’s second nature to water a
plafit the minute that you put
it in a pot. 1If your cutting
is properly calloused, (we’ll
talk more about that later)
you can do just that, with
little worry. Chances are
however that you should wait
at least seven days before you
water your cutting for : the
first time. (Again this is a
very personal decision, many
gremers wait six weeks or more
before they water the soil.)
You may wish to use a foliar
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spray of water or diluted
liquid fertilizer to give the
cutting a little relief
before it grows roots. Thi¥s
will also help keep the soil
from drying out completely
(which will not help roots
form). )

The same general ideas come
into play when we are
transplanting a rooted
cutting or mature plant.
Start with a moist soil, but
do not water the plant for a
period of time. The ultra
fine hair roots are easily
damaged, watering now tmight
promote growth of fungi. Our
dry period lets those damaged
roots heal before we soak the
soil. Again foliar feeding or
misting will help the
branches stay nice and plump
until the plant is ready to
resume a normal schedule of
irrigation. .
EPIPHYLLUM BASICS PART 6

A special area should be set
aside for cuttings and plants
recently repotted. Both
require as much shelter as
possible and a greenhouse is
handy but not necessary. Your
nursery "nursery" should
provide bright filtered
light, humidity (misting is
as good as anything), mod-
erate temperatures (warm but
not much over 80F) and
shelter from the- wind. The
environment is similar to
that for our "normal" epis,
but it is best to pamper
these plants through their
dry time. If you keep them
isolated the work for you is
easier.

You should see some growth or
other signs of life from your
cutting in about 2 months.
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EPIPHYLLUM BASICS PART 7

Q. Why are you so set against
using clay pots?

A. Mist, rain and high
humidity are daily events in
the rain and cloud forests our
epis call "home". As a result
they are usually drying out
from one soaking or another.
Their roots dry out quickly,
despite the large volumes of
water they encounter they
seldom held in soggy material.
Clay pots mimic these
conditions so well you might
think that they are the
perfect epi container.
Unfortunately they mimic the
conditions too well. Porous
clay pots loose moisture much
faster than plastic and woe be
the poor gardener who misses a
watering. His epis are more
likely to become too dry,
killing the fine hair roots,
which will rot when finally
watered. We are about to
encounter a water shortage
more severe than ever before
and clay pots require more
water to do the same job for
epis that plastic pots do.
Even 1if water were not so
precious who wants to do the
work necessary to keep epis
potted in clay as happy as
their counterparts potted in
plastic.

One of the commonest mistakes
epi novices make is to equate
epi water needs with those of
terrestrial cacti. No doubt
you‘ve had people tell you to
let the soil dry completely
between waterings, little do
they realize the serious
damage this can cause to the
fine root hairs that perform
the moisture/nutrient uptake
cheres. The fine roots will
die if allowed to dry out and

the damaged tissue offers the
perfect vector for soil borne
fungus diseases.

Clay pots are indeed more
decorative and sealants are
available which make clay
pots use about the same
amount of water as plastic
pots. (Many of the clay pots
at the Epi House at the SDWAP
are treated this way.)

For the grower with thousands
of plants, (and there are
more than you might quess)
the cost of clay pots and
sealant would be prohibitive.
Weight is another factor,
clay "'pots can weight twenty
times what plastic pots do.
Add the weight of a mature
epi and a couple quarts of
potting soil you can under-
stand why people with bad
backs aren’t the only ones
that prefer plastic pots.

While we are on the subject
of pots another caution is
appropriate. Avoid white
plastic pots. White plastic
often admits enough light to
cause algae to grow.

Q. Why do you
growers against
after BAM?

warn epi
watering

A. You have no doubt heard
plenty of good reasons to
water in the AM thus avoiding
the possibility of plant
disease. Did you know that
the early morning waterings
are also best from a water
conservation standpoint? Less
moisture is lost to evapor-
ation and thus more of the
water gets to the places
where our plants can use it,
such as roots and pores.
-Sean Minogue



HAIL, SNAIL and SCALE.

LOTS OF SPOTS AND ROTS, SLUGS
AND BUGS.

part two

by HELEN BARKDOLL

SCALE insects look like small
round raised spots. Green when
very young, turning tan or
brown on maturity. These are
the female sucking insects
that remain stationary on the
plant. The male is a very tiny
mite-like mobile "creature who
goes from scale to scale.
Alcohol swabbing should kill.
Brush off dead insects with a
soft brush. Malathion is very
effective. :

SNAILS AND SLUGS are two very
common garden pests. Snails
seem to eat the margins of our
plants and produce a lacy
effect. Slugs will devour the
center. Both leave slime
trails. They 1love epis, some
more than others. 'Many methods
of control work,: : some better
than others. Try beer traps,
snail/slug bait or an early
morning (or late evening)
snail stomp.

ZYGO TIPS

A zygocactus that droops
and/or has purple segments may
be suffering from too much
light, too much water or too
acid a soil. Providing shade,
withholding water should help.
A pH test kit will help you
determine your soils acidity.
(pH below 6.5 may be too acid
for your plants.) Another
possibility is ~root rot. You
might wish to treat this with
benomyl or captan or Dick
Chadwick’s Garlic Solution.

First repot the plant using
faster draining soil ( try 1/3
pumice or perlite).
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Recipe for "Basic Blend".

Blend 3 oz. Garlic in 1 pint
water. ”

To use add 1/4 cup basic
blend to 1 quart of water.
Saturate the root zone when
the plant is on the dry side.

Active
sulphate.

ingredient Alkaloid

To use as a spray:

1/4 cup basic blend mixed
with 1 quart water, strain
through nylon sock.

Add two teaspoons mineral
oil, one ounce liquid soap
(not detergent).

Let stand "for 24 hours in a
glass container. For spray
mix 1 part solution with 10
parts water.

CLEAN THOSE CLIPPERS

Be sure to sterilize
instruments after cutting one
plant before moving on to
another. Especially when
removing branches, flowers
and apples from diseased or
suspect plants. Use a spray
bottle with diluted isopropyl
alcohol, wipe dry with a
clean cloth or tissue.

* k ok ok ko dk k ok ok ok ok ok ok *
MORE NEXT TIME...

We’'ll have more epi cultural
information next month.

Let us know what we can do to
help you grow better epis.

Send your questiohs and
comments to us and we’ll be
glad to help where we can.

Thanks for your support.



SDES OFFERS RESEARCH GRANT
FOR EPI SCHOLARS

Acting on a recommendation
from the Executive Board, SDES
Members have voted to grant
$1000.00 for Epiphyllum
research. THe grant is thought
to be the largest ever
specifically for research of
Epiphytic cacti.

Originally proposed by 2nd
Vice President Rick Latimer,
the grant will be awarded
through Cactus and Succulent
Society of America, which has
long had a research grant
program for all types of
succulent plant study.

According to terms of the
grant, the monies can only be
used to further epi research
and results of that research
must be shared with San Diego
Epiphyllum Society.

CSSA research results usually
are published in the Cactus
and Succulent Journal the bi-
monthly publication of CSSA.

After announcing results of
the vote on the proposal, SDES
President Milton D. Turner
told the audience, "We can all
be very proud of what we’ve
done tonight".

* * * % % % % K % * * & * * *

TREASURER STILL NEEDED FOR ‘89

Persons interested in serving
SDES in 1989 as Treasurer
should contact President Milt
Turner.

The very important job is
always a tough one to fill.

Perhaps you are the person
with "The Right Stuff".
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MORE SDES NEWS
%,
Three SDES members are at
home recovering after
Hospital stays.

Our best wishes to...

Dr. Gi S. Bajwa

Bob Breining

Jerry Williams

all_are reported on the mend.

Roy Barrett has suffered a
set-back in his recovery. Roy
has broken his hip, an
extended convalescence is
expected.

* k Kk k Kk Kk Kk Kk & &k * Kk * & &

Sean Minogue has announced
that he will present 21
proposals for amendments to
the  SDES By-Laws at the
October 12th General Meeting.
Copies of the proposals will
be distributed and plenty of
opportunity for discussion
before the final vote is
assured.

* %k & * k ¥ * Kk * Kk ¥ Kk *k % &

Thanks are due to SDES member
Jeanette Dutton. She did a
super Jjob at the September
General Meeting with her
slides on the history of
Balboa Park. Jeanette said
she had never given a program
before, though most attending
had a hard time believing
that.

What a delight to see Penny
Bunker, after an absence from
our meetings of nearly a
year. Penny shared some of
her recollections of Balboa
Park’s early days.

\
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o . SAVE $$$$ SALE

HURST NURSERY
: 12059 LAMBERT AVENUE
EL MONTE , CALIFORNIA

WITH FALL APPROACHING IT*S THAT TIME OF YEAR TO SHARE MY HUGE

ROOTED CUTTINGS ON A TWO OF THE SAME VARIETY FOR THE PRICE OF
ONE. MANY OF THESE WILL BLOOM IN SPRING; MOST ARE READY TO GO IN

PERMANENT POTS.
SORRY THE MINIATURES ARE EXCLUDED THIS YEAR.

SALE STARTS OCT.1ST- OCT. 16TH WEDNESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY.

WALK-IN TRADE ONLY. -

NURSERY CLOSED AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER.

CALL IF YOU SHOULD NEED ANY SUPPLIES. (818) 444-5296

EPI NEWS ADS ARE RUN AT NO CHARGE TO THE ADVERTISER

SDES 1989 ABSENT VOTERS BALLOT Corresponding Secretary
Gepe Schmedding
This ballot is for wuse only

only by members residing Membership Secretary

outside San Dego County. All Marjorie Marshall -
others must request ballot in

writing from Recording Treasurer

Secretary Margaret Pethley.

Reéturn this ballot to

Re€ordinbg Secretary prior to Executive Board Members
thhe November General Meeting. Terms to December 1990

(vote for four)
OFFICE/CANDIDATE VOTE Joe Tran .
(Vote one ofr each office)

Dr. Hafiz .
President
Sean Minogue _ Linda Hammer -
lst Vice President Michele Davis

Gus Schlapfer
: RETURN BALLOTT TO:
2nd Vice President

Pat Barrett SDES Recording Secretary
P.0. Box 126127
Recording Secretary San Diego, Calif. 92112-6127

Margaret Pethley
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SDES OFFICERS C/0 Sean Minogus
Milton D. Turner, President 808 Ethel Place
Kathle vanArum, 1st V. Pres. National City, CA S2050

Rick Latimer, 2nd V. Pres.
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