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At the January Meeting...

Tineke Wllders will be the guest
speaker at the January 11th General

Meeting of the San Dlego Epliphyllum .

Soclety.

Tineke keeps busy as both a garden
writer and broadcaster (her weekly
radlo : program of gardening
Information Is heard Tuesday
afternocons at 4:00 on KPBS, FM 89.5
and her articles appear regularly In
the Sunday Union, California Garden

Magazine and others) in addition to ‘

her dutles as Hortlcultural Therapist
with Sharp Hospltals.

Tineke will present slides of her
recent trip to Africa In search of
unusual wildflowers and other plants.

In addition President Sean Minogue
will present THE MISSING SLIDES OF
‘87, a group of photoes of our
Mother's Day Show "South Pacific"
which have never been shown before.

The meeting will also feature the
long anticipated By-Law election (see
Epl News Vol. 12, No. 12 for complete
detaiis) and of course the early
information about our Mother's Day
Show and the many other activitles
planned for 1989.

Mesting time Is 7:30 PM at Casa del
Prado room 101. Don’'t forget to bring
refreshments If you signed up In
November:.
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A NEW TREASURE FOR THE LIBRARY

Our |lbrary has received a treasure
of books donated by Gene Schmedding.
Rubles of knowledge are to be found
In the COMPLETE collections of EPI
NEWS and E.S.A. Newsletters. There
are books on how to grow exotlc house
plants (the plants we can often grow
outside, but elsewhere are considered
exotlc) and many how-to books. a
wealth of Information:Is avallable.
Come browse through the new books

. before the General Meeting.

Books may be checked out for one
month. They should be returned the
following meeting to aveoid flnes.
Check out privileges are extended
only to members and your SDES

membership card will be used as a

|lbrary card. (If you have lost or

- misplaced your membership card see
-Membership

Secretary Mar jorie

Marshall.)

Many thanks are due to.Gene for‘the

generous addition she has made to the =

library. Gene . spent many VYyears
systematically collecting and
cataloging the Information, now It is
avallable for all members to use. All
thanks to the kindness of one of our
actlv? charter members.

It sure Is nice to have members |lke

you. Gene, we salute you.
Helen Barkdoll, SDES Librarian
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EDITORS COLUMN.........oiiiinn...

What a busy few weeks these have
been. Starting with the Epl Awards
and Installation Banquet, then the
Epl House Winterlizing and finally my
first Issue of the newsletter, | even
found time to fit the Holldays In
there somewhere.

First off 1'd Iike to thank the folks
that helped me with the Banquet,Gus
and Marge Schlapfer,The
Alexandersons, Sean Minogue, Dorothy
Breining, Richard Pentico, Milt
Turner and those Indlispensables Pat
Barrett and Margaret Pethley.

The Epl House at the WAP Is now
covered In plastic and according to
Dick Chadwick the stuff seems to be
working. Which Is good because It
sure was tough getting It up there.
Thanks are due to the following for
their help 1In the preoject. Dick
Chadwlck and Vernon Hook provided the
(Cont. next page)



Iinspiration and Vernon did most of
the shoppling and materlals
schlepping. Other workers were George
French,Gene Lund, Gus Schlapfer, Sean
Minogue, Pat Barrett, Linda Hammer,
Michele Davis and Jean Gray. The Job
Itself Involved lots and lots of time
spent on the roof and running back
and forth along the sldes pullling
rope and dragging plastic sheeting to
make a snug fit. We actually screwed
the plastic Into place with wooden
braces along a wooden frame that
George French Installed. Of course
the Santa Ana winds came along when
the day after we put up the flirst
half. When we returned the next week
to finish we had to start with a
major repalr Job to the plastic on
the first half. Oh, the things we
learn. too late.

Anyway the plastic Is In place and

" . the Park has provided a heater that

will add some measure of protection
against "normal freeze™ condltlions,
although most agree there Isn’t much
we can 'do to protect against the
severe cold we experlenced In 1987.

Stay tuned for Informatlon about
taking the plastic down come spring.
I'm sure you'll want to be on hand to
help since the Job of putting the
plastic In place provided so many
minutes of high comedy.

As mentioned this Is the first time
I've put out this (or any other)
newsletter and | will need your help
to make It happen. The first batch of
contributions was great as you can
see. So many Infact that It was
necessary to bump Sean's articles
about repotting and using herbicldes
until a later Issue. |'m sure he
won't mind and we can all use the
break. Thanks to Helen,Gene, Joe and
Jim Monahan. Your help Is much
needed. Please send all contributions
to me at the following address:

EPI NEWS EDITOR

John Noble

808 Ethel Place -
National City, CA 9205

PLEASE REMEMBER thlis newsletter needs
you! A full time editor |s needed,
1“1l do It for a while but. | can
commit the time that [s necessary.
Please see me or Sean If you are
Interested.ALSO deadl ines are
important to note. Copy recelved
after deadline will be printed In the
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next possible Issue. Thanks agaln for
your help and patience...
John Noble, acting edlitor
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DEADLINE FOR FEB. ISSUE IS 1/26/89
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AT THE AWARDS BANQUET

My sincere sympathy goes out to the
unfortunate members of our Soclety

"that were unable to attend our annual
Awards and Installatlion Banquet held

December 7th at Tom Ham's Lighthouse.

THe meal was wonderful. A steak you
couldn’'t belleve. Never, never had |
or any one else at our table had a
large, thick flllet so tender that It
could be cut with a fork. My guests
sald that they never had a meal as

-nlce as-that-anyptace. And they go to

many of the so-called “flner
restaurants". Gosh, I'm getting
hungry Just thinking.about It. | must
say John Noble outdid himself
planning this party.

The rocm was beautlfully decorated In
the Christmas spirit. Coming down the
steps John had placed "snow drifts"
sparkling with Iight. Beautiful. John
and his helpers decorated the room

Just for us. Infact Lighthouse
emp loyees asked John if the
restaurant could rent the

decorations!

Dorothy Breining Installed the new
offlcers. She did and outstanding Job
as usual. The theme was each new
offlcer representing a Christmas tree
decoration. Very clever.

This year’s Rlichard Latimer, Sr.
Memorial Award went to a very
deserving Dick Chadwick for his many
contributions to the society.

Outgoing Preslident Mi|ton D. Turner
was awarded both Honorary Life
Membershilp In SDES and Honorary
Directorship. MIIt also received a
potted cycad as a small token from
the Soclety, presented by outgoing

First Vice President Kathy vanArum.

Other awards Included the first ever
Preslident’s Award (to Sean MInogue
for his work on the rewsletter), the
Epl News Awards and a special
recognition of Charlle Coons fline
(Cont. next page)
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work keeping the cutting table
stocked. Sorry that Charlle wasn’t
able to be with us.

John presented several Important
awards a lighter vein. These Included
awards to the Alexandersons (Warren,
Maryann and thelr daughter Glorla) as
our Soclety’s cutest famlily and
awards to Jerry Plaisted, Dorothy
Ogdon, Marle Chadwick and Madeline
French not only for thler own works
for our soclety but also as "Women
Behind the Men". George and Jerry
Plalsted were acknowledged by John's
"George"” award, which he explalined
was for the blggest goof-up of the
year. For overstocking the supply
table with "I LOVE EPIS" |Ilcense
plate frames the Plalisteds recelved
thelr very own "I LOVE EPIS" |lcense
plate frame to the dellight of all.

There were over 130 members attending
the dinner. It was so nice seeing old
friends that we don't get to see to
often. Scme live out of town, some
had been |1l and were not able to
attend our regular meetings but now

have recovered enough to get out and

about a little.

Since John Noble Is the one who
planned our awards dinner and he Is
also the new newsletter editor, |
hope that he will print my raves
about the dinner. He deserves all the
hurrahs he can get.

Gene Schmedding

(Editors note- Thanks for the nice
comments Gene, It was great fun to
do. |'m glad everyone seemed to have
a good time.)
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NOTES FROM THE NORTH

(Editors note- Many of you had the
chance to meet Jim Monahan and hlis
wife Pat at the Epl Conference In
Oct. They live In Aptos, Callf. near
Santa Cruz and .came to the
Conference eager to learn from us and
quickly learned that sharing our
exper iences |Is the best way to learn
what to do next. Here Jim shares some
Insights, experlences. and
observations wlith us. ‘I think It's
falr to say the Monahan are "hooked"
on Epis.)

. disfligurements. Due to the

NOVEMBER 1988
Santa Cruz County, Callfornia

In late October we asked Chuck and
Jerry at Ralinbow Gardens to Include
a bottle of Insecticlidal scap In our
most recent order. We were having a
severe aphld problem with our Epl
blooms. "Aphids? On blooms? Now?
Northern Callfornla? You should be so
lucky!"™ They were amazed that we are
stilil enjoying blooms. At Epl
Conference One, a most remarkable and
rewardling experlence, many
particlpants kindly asked us about
our ‘artichoke country’ collection.
We began to realize that despite
being "seat of the pants/on the job
trainee” members operating on the
fringe of a group of extremely
knowledgeable people, we did have
experiences to report. Pat was
carrying, and showing, a shopping bag

of, to us, strange looking branches-

(some sealed In bagglies) that we
suspected might be diseased. Almost
without exception we got solld expert
opinions of the reason and cure for
the blotches, biemishes and
many
kindnesses we soon opened up and
started to tell of our experiences
with epis on Monterey Bay. Our
growing climate Is ocean Influenced
(2-3 miles), sees five to six frosts
(26 to 30 degrees) annually, and
despite two severe droughts, averages
26-35 Inches of rain between October
and April. We have warm (rarely hot)
weather in the spring and fall, with
cool summers.

At the time we were Introduced to
named hybr lds via visits to
Henrietta‘s Nursery In Fresno we dlid
have some unknowns; a Padre, an
Epiphy!lum Strictum and a hardy old
full blooming E. Ackermanil brought
north from Pat™s father 's garden In
Rancho Bernardo.The unknowns were
principally white and pink with a few
beautiful yellow. Most had been with
Pat’'s father throughout his Navy
career and Into retirement; llkely In
hls garden since the early sixtles or
long before In the case of hlis
beloved “"nightbloomer”. THe next
additions to our collectlion came from
two rockhound friends: one, leaving
the area to move closer to family,
gave us plants that In time revealed
themselves to be Padres. The other
frlend (an Epl Soclety member now)
shared part of his collection (all
In Santa Cruz county for over forty
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years at a minimum). In time we
Identified a "Prof. Ebert" and a
"Tele" among hls mostly plinks .and
whites. In addition to the plants
ment loned above we have In our area
a ublquitous medium-sized deep red.
This plant was extensively marketed
In Northern Callfornla as "the orchid
cactus". It does remarkably well, has
been widely traded and Is a favorite
of plant lovers. In three Informal
collections we found a beautiful
large bloom, red with purple stamens
and anthers, and also a plant with a
bloom we described as purple with a
florescent throat.

E. Crenatum and E. Strictum do well
and bloom In our area as does a fine
example of E. Macropternum var.
Thomasanium. 3Jad to say WIth the
exception of the Crenatum, the other
two have horribly splotchy spotted
branches and add |Ittle to the garden
In the off season. The bloom In early
fall. Equally sad to say we have had
zero success wlth other specles
mostly due to frost. E.
Chichlcastango grows |lke a weed but
has yet to Eioom. In the middle Is E.
Chrysocardium which grows abundant iy,
hates temperature changes and never
blooms, takes up lots of space and
visibly suffers from the |ightest of
frosts.

On a happler note, three of our Epls
bloom approximately ten months of the
year: "George's Favorite", "Muneca"
and "Naran)a". Despite the Joy of
their small blooms we had Ilittle
success (close to 99% fallure) trylng
to grow small and minl bloomers
Identifled by growers as exhlblting
unusual colors, particularly In their
stamens, anthers, etc.

We |lke to share and make gifts of
plants to our non-epl frlends and
with few exceptions use named plants
and known specles.. Plants that have
rooted well and provide the bulk of
our gift- glving are "Feather Queen",
"George's Favorite", "PerslanTiger",
"Professor Ebert", "Tip Top", "Padre"
and the lovely florescent purple |
ment iloned. We would like to see thlis
plant Identifled and faillng this,
reglstered.

A last note; In addition to the
kIndnesses, sharing of expertise and
well prepared presentations by Sean,
Gus,Dlck, et al, we were fortunate to
take a sllight detour on Sunday A.M.

\/Bs v.4

and visit Wressy Cocke In his home
and Epi House. In 1992 be prepared to
see new initjals on the hybridizer
lilst: JLM or PCM or perhaps the team

of JPM. That I|s If Dick Chadwlick can:

stand the phone calls. We have plcked
the apples, fliltrated the seed and

purchased the see through sweater and_

shoe boxes.

| stispect the knowledge we wll| come
seeking at Epl Conference Two will
revolve around green houses for the
necphyte hybridizer trying to find a
way to return the dining room, hobby
room, Iliving room, bathrooms and
garage shelves to their original uses
and free of seedlings.

JIim Monahan
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SEARCHING FOR EPIS IN CHINA
part one
by Joe Quang Tran

When | was a very !young boy In
VietNam, there was a speclal occasion
when my grandfather had.many friends
come to meet him In the evening. They
gathered In the front' yard where my
grandfather grew different kinds of
flowers: roses, camelllas, peonies
and Epliphyl lum oxypetaium. .

They drank tea, smoked, reclted poems
and walted for the oxypetalum to open
Its blossoms and to inhale Its heady
perfume. | heard that the plant had
come from China.

| have grown Epiphyllums for many
years and | have asked frlends and
looked In many books, but find
nothing about Epliphylium In China.
| was told they had been Introduced
In 1875, but have not been able to
verify this date. Also, | knew that
during Mao‘s regime, all plants that
were not used as food were supposed
to be destroyed. ’

With the desire to find the truth,
and with the hope that | might find
some different epis than those that
we have In the U.S.A., | asked my
wife to take a trip with me to China.

Checking with travel agencles, we
found a good deal for a visit of 21
days to 9 cltles.

After a long exhausting flight, we
(cont. next page)



arrived In Hong Kong where we had to
take a Soviet flight to Shanghal. The
plane was old, very nolsy and the
hostesses were |Ilke robots, they
never smiled.

Shanghal which Is among the two or
three largest citlies In the world, Is
China‘s most urban. We visited the
"People’s Government" of QI Bao town,
Shanghal County, agricultural
community. They produce rice, all
kinds of vegetables and frults, not
only for .their own use, but to be
sent to the Shanghal markets. |They
also grow flowers, we saw roses and
many easy to grow annuals that flower
abundantly and require |ittle care.

We met the offlicer In charge of the.

community and talked about epls and
orchlds. | gave him some seeds and
explained how to care for them.

We left Shanghal for HangZhou where
there exists a long stone bridge
built by Marco Pole In the 13th
century. HangZhou Is a splendid clty
with tea plantations, silk factorlies
and the famous West Lake full of
spectacular lotus flowers.

There we vislited the HangZhou
Nursery. It Is huge: 160 acres with
many rows of glass houses and a
botanical laboratory. They hire some
230 employees. We met Mr. Lin Zhen
Ming, the Director. He Invited us to
visit the different areas: the
bonsal, the roses, the orchlids, and
the cactl In two large green houses.
There were aloes, hylocereus and four

different epis: E.Ackermanl!l, E.
Darrahli, E. Oxypetalum and E.
Strictum.

He was astonished when | showed him
photographs of our hybrid epis. "I
never reallzed that they came In such
a varlety of shapes, slzes and
colors." He was especlially Interested
In those with fragrant flowers that
looked |Ilke thelir legendary Lotus
blossoms. | promised to send him an
epl catalog. .

Thelir epls are a little different
from ours In the U.S.A. The E.

Oxypetalum has narrow thin stems, the
Siricium has stems almest |lke ours
but the mid-rib Is pink-red. The

stems of the Ackermani| and the
Darrahl|l are smaTl and thin.

We gave them seeds and got
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cuttings from their plants to bring
back to San Dlego.

They promised to let us know how
thelr seedlings grow and develope.

NEXT MONTH: v
Vislt NanJing, WuXi and BelJing
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TROPICAL
CACTUS

We're specialists in Flowering Jungle

Cacti—Epiphyllums/Rhipsalis/Hoyas +
Haworthias. Over 175+ COLOR photos in
66-page 1989-90 plant/and cactus
bookshop catalogs. All for only $2.00. Hurry!
Order today:

RAINBOW GARDENS visa/Mastercard Welcome
1444 E. Taylor St. We ship worldwide!
Vista, CA 92084 12th year in business
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"MEMBERSHIP INFORMAT ION

Membership In SDES Is $3.00 per
person or organization per year.
International rates are $12.00 (U.S.)
per year.

All membership Inquiries shopuld be
sent In care of the Membershlp
gocretary at the SDES Post Office
oX .

ADVERTISING POLICY

EPI NEWS will accept camera ready or
other ads at no cost for garden items
and epiphyllums from SDES members.

MEETING TIME/PLACE

Meetings of SDES. are held on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month at the Casa
del Prado In Balboa Park, in room
101. Meeting time Is at 7:30 P.M.
ALL ARE WELCOME.

Meetings of the SDES Executive Board
are held on the 4th Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 P.M. In the First Floor
Senlors Lounge at the Casa del Prado.
ALL ARE WELCOME.
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