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At the January Ueetlng ... 

Tlneke WII.ders will be the guast 
speaker at the January 11th General 
Meeting of the San Diego Eplphyllum 
Society. 

T I neke keeps busy as both a garden 
wr Iter and broadcaster (her weekly 
radio program of gardening 
Information Is heard Tuesday 
afternoons at 4:00 on KPBS. FU 89.5 
and her articles appear regularly In 
the Sunday Union, California Garden 
Maga:t I ne and others) .. 1 n add I t Ion to 
her dut les as Hort Icultural Therapist 
with Sharp Hospitals. 

Tlnales will present slides of her 
"recent tr 1 p to Afr I ca In search of 
unusual wildflowers and other plants. 

In addition President Sean t.nnogue 
will present THE MISSING SLIDES OF 
'87. a group of photos of our 
Mother's Day Show "South Pac I f I c" 
which have never been shown before. 

The meeting will also feature the 
long antiCipated By-law election (see 
Epl News Vol . 12, No. 12 for complete 
details) and of course the early 
Informat Ion about our Mother's Day 
Show and the many other act I v I ties 
planned for 1989. 

Meeting time Is 7:30 PM at Casa del 
Prado room 101. Don't forget to bring 
refreshments If you signed up In 
November~ . 

* • • * • • * * • • * • • • • • • • 
A NEW TREASURE FOR THE LIBRARY 

Our library has received a treasure 
of books donated by Gene Schmeddlng. 
Rubles of knowledge are to be found 
In the COMPLETE collections of EPI 
NEWS and E.S.A. Newsletters. There 
are books on how to grow exotic house 
plants (the plants we can often grow 
outSide, but elsewhere are considered 
exotic) and many how-to books. a 
wealth of Information Is available. 
Come browse through the new books 
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. before the General Meet Ing. 

Books may be checked ou t for one 
month. They shou I d be returned the 
following meeting to avoid fines. 
Check out prlvl leges are extended 
only to members and your SDES 
membersh Ip card will be used as a 
I I brary card. (I f you have lost or 

, misplaced your membership card see 
' .Membershlp Secretary Marjorie 

Marshall.) 

Many thanks are due to , Gene for the 
generous addition she has made to th_e '::~ 
library . Gene . spent many years ' 
systematically collecting and 
cataloging the Information, now It Is 
avall,ble for all members to use . All 
thanks to the kindness of one of our 
active charter members. 

.' I 
It sur e Is nice to have members I Ike 
you. Gene, we salute you . 

1 
Helen ' Barkdoll. SDES Librarian 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
EDITORS COLUMN .... . ... . ......... . 

What a busy few weeks these have 
been. Starting with the Epl Awards 
and Installation ,Banquet, then the 
Epl House Winterizing and finally my 
first Issue of the newsletter, I even 
found time to fit the Holidays In 
there somewhere. 

First off I'd like to thank the folks 
that helped me with the Banquet,Gus 
and Marge Sch I apfer, The 
Alexandersons. Sean Minogue, Dorothy 
Breining . Richard Pentlco, Milt 
Turner and those Indispensables Pat 
Barrett and Margaret Pethley. 

The Epl House at the WAP Is now 
covered In plastiC and according to 
Dick Chadwick the stuff seems to be 
work I ng. Wh I ch I s good because It 
sure was tough getting It up there. 
Thanks are due to the following for .­
their help In the proJect. Dick 
Chadwick and Vernon Hook provided the 
(Cont. next page) 



Inspiration and Vernon did most of 
the shopping and materials 
schlepplng. Other workers were George 
French ,Gene Lund , Gus Schlapfer, Sean 
Minogue, Pat Barrett, Linda Hammer, 
Michele Davis and Jean Gray . The job 
Itself Involved lots and lots of time 
spent on the roof and running back 
and forth alonQ the sides pul l ing 
rope and dragging plastic sheeting to 
make a snug fit . We actually scr ewed 
the plastic Into place With wooden 
braces along a wooden frame that 
Geor.ge French Installed. Of course 
the Santa Ana winds came along when 
the day after we put up the first 
half . When we returned the next week 
to f inish we had to start with a 
major repa I r job to the pi ast I c on 
the f i rst half. Oh, the things we 
learn. too late. 

Anyway the p last Ie Is In place and 
.. th~ Park has ·provlded a heater that 

wi II add some measure of protection 
against -normal freeZe- conditions, 
although most agree there Isn't much 
we can ·do to ' protect against the 
severe cold we experIenced In 1987 . 

Stay tuned for Informat!on about 
taking the plastic down come spring. 
I ' m sure you'll want to be on hand to 
help since the job of putting the 
plast Ic In place provided so many 
mInutes of high comedy . 

As mentioned this Is the first time 
I've put out this (or any other) 
newsletter and I wi II need your help 
to make It happen . The first batch of 
contr Ibut Ions was great as you can 
see . So many Infact that It was 
necessary to bump Sean ' s articles 
about repottlng and using herbicides 
until a later Issue . I'm sure he 
won't mind and we can all use the 
break. Thanks to Helen,Gene. Joe and 
Jim Monahan . Your help Is much 
needed . Please send al I contributions 
to me at the fol lowIng address : 

EPI NEWS EDITOR 
John Noble 
808 Ethel Place 
Nat Ional City . CA 92050 

PLEASE REMEMBER this newsletter needs 
yoU ! A full time editor Is needed. 
I 'l l do It for a while but . I can 
comml t the t ime that ra necessary . 
P I ease see me or Sean I f you are 
Interested.ALSO deadlines are 
Important to note . Copy received 
after dead l ine will be printed In the 
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next possible Issue .-"Thanks again for 
your help and patience .. . 
John Noble. acting editor 
e e •••• e . •••••• * * • * * 

DEADLINE FOR FEB. ISSUE IS 1/26/ 89 

• • • • * • • * • • • • • • • • • • 

AT THE AWARDS BANQUET 

My sincere sympathy goes out to the 
unfortunate members of our Society 

· that were unable to attend our annual 
Awards and Installation Banquet held 
pecember 7th at Tom Ham ' s Lighthouse. 

THe meal was wonderful . A steak you 
couldn ' t believe. Never . never had I 
or anyone else at our table had a 
large, · thick fil let so tender that It 
could be cut with a fork . My guests 
sa I d that . they never had a mea I as 

. nice as ·tha-t-anyptace. And they go t o 
many of the so-called "finer 
restaurants " . Gosh , I'm getting 
hungry just thlnklng .about I t . I must 
say John Noble outdid himself 
planning th is party . 

The room was beautifully decorated In 
the Christmas spirit . COming down the 
steps John had placed ·snow drifts " 
sparkling with light. Beautiful . John 
and his helpers decorated the room 
just for us . Infact Lighthouse 
emp loyees asked John I f the 
restaurant could rent the 
decoratlonsl 

Dorothy Breining Installed the new 
officers . She did and outstanding Job 
as uaua I. The theme was each new 
officer representing a Christmas tree 
decoration . Very clever. 

This year ' s Richard Latimer , Sr . 
Uemor I a I Award went to a very 
deserving Dick Chadwick for his many 
contributions to the society. 

Outgo I ng Pres I dent M I J ton D. Turner 
was awarded both Honorar y L I fa 
Uembersh I pin SDES and Honorary 
Directorsh ip . Milt also received a 
potted cycad as a sma II token fr om 
the Society. presented by outgo ing 
First Vice President Kathy vanArum . 

Other awards Included the first ever 
President ' s Award (to Sean Ulnogue 
for his work on the newsletter), the 
Ep I News Awards ~nd a spec I a I 
recognition of Charlie Coons fine 
(Cont . next page) 
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work keeping the cutt Ing table 
stocked. sorry that Char lie wasn't 
able to be with us. 

John presented severa I Important 
awards a lighter vein. These Included 
awards to the Alexandersons (Warren, 
Uaryann and their daughter Gloria) as 
our Society's cutest family and 
awards to Jerry Plaisted, Dorothy 
Ogdon, Uar Ie Chadwick and Uadellne 
French not only for thler own works 
for our soc I ety but a I so as "Women 
Behind the Uen". George and Jerry 
Plaisted were acknowledged by John's 
"George" award, which he explained 
was for the biggest goof-up of the 
year. For overstocking the supply 
table with "I LOVE EPIS" license 
plate frames the Plalsteds received 
their very own ",I LOVE EPIS" license 
plate frame to the de-light of all. 

There were over 130 members attending 
the dinner . 11 was so nice seeing old 
fr lends that we don't get to see to 
otten. Some live out of town , some 
had been III and were not able to 
attend our regular meetings but now 
have recovered enough to get out and 
about a little. 

Since John Noble Is the one who 
planned our awards dinner and he Is 
a I so the new news letter ed I tor, I 
hope that he will print my raves 
about the dinner. He deserves al I the 
hurrahs he can get. 

Gene Schmeddlng 

(Editors note- Thanks for the nice 
conments Gene. I t was great fun to 
do . I ' m glad everyone seemed to have 
a good time.) 

* • * * * * • • • • • • • • • * • * 

NOTES FROM THE NORTH 

(Edl tors note- Uany of you had the 
chance to meet Jim Uonahan and his 
wife Pat at the Epl Conference In 
Oct. They live In Aptos, Calif. near 
Santa Cruz and came to the 
Conference eager to learn from us and 
quickly learned that sharing our 
experiences Is the best way to learn 
what to do next . Here Jim shares some 
InSights. experiences , and 
observations with us. ' I think It's 
fair to say the Ir.tonahan are "hooked" 
on Epls.) 

NOVEMBER 19BB 
santa Cruz County. California 

In late October we askeCl Chuck and 
Jerry at Rainbow Gardens to Include 
a bottle of Insecticidal soap In our 
most recent order. We were having a 
severe aphid problem 'wlth our Epl 
blooms . "Aphids? On blooms? Now? 
Northern Ca l ifornia? You should be so 
luckyl" They were amazed that we are 
st i li . enjoying blooms. At Epl 
Conference .One , a most remarkable and 
rewarding experience, many 
par tic I pants kind I y asked us about 
our 'art I choke 'country' collect Ion. 
We began to realize that despite 
being ~seat of the pants /on the Job 
trainee" members operat ing on the 
fringe of a group 'of extremely 
knOWledgeable people, we did have 
exper lences to report. Pat was 

.,,\ 
I 
I 
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carrying, and showing, a shopp ing bag __ _ 
of. to us, strange looking branches 7 ::-:-::-=-: 
(some sealed In baggles) that we 
suspected might be diseased . Almost 
without exception We got solid expert 
opinions of the reason and cure for 
the blotches, blemishes and 
disfigurements. Due to the many 
kindnesses we soon opened up and 
started to tell of our exper lences 
with epls on Monterey Bay . Our 
growing climate Is ocean Influenced 
(2-3 miles), sees five to six frosts 
(26 to 30 degrees) annually, and 
despite two severe droughts. averages 
26-35 Inches of rain between October 
and Aprl I. We have warm (rarely hot) 
weather In the spring and fall. with 
cool summers. 

At the time we were Introduced to 
named hybrids via visits to 
Henrietta's Nursery In Fresno we did 
havo some unknowns. a Padre. an 
Eplphyllum Strictum and a hardy old 
full blooming E. Ackermanll brought 
north from Pat s father s garden In 
Rancho ,Bernardo . The unknowns were 
principally white and pink with a few 
beautiful yellow. Uost· had been with 
Pat's father throughout his Navy 
career and Into retirement; likely In 
his garden since the early sixties or 
long before In the case of his 
beloved Nnlghtbloomer - . THe next 
additions to our collection came from 
two rock hound fr lends : one. leaving 
the area to move closer to family , 
gave us plants that In time revealed 
~hemselves to be Padres . The other 
fr I end (an Ep I Soc I ety member now) 
shared part of his collection (all 
In Santa Cruz county for over fort y 
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years at . 8 minimum). In time we 
Identified a "Prof . Ebert" and a 
liTe I e" among his most I y pinks ·and 
whites. In addition to the plants 
mentioned above we have In our area 
a ubiquitous medium-sized deep red. 
This plant was extensively marketed 
In Northern Cal 110rnla as "the orchid 
cactus" . It does remarkably wei I. has 
been widely traded and Is a favorite 
of plant lovers. In three Informal 
collections we found a beautiful 
large bloom, red with purple stamens 
and anthers, and also a plant with a 
b loom we deser I bed as purp lew I th a 
florescent throat. 

E. Crenatum and E. Strictum do well 
and bloom in our area as does a fine 
examp I e of E. Uacropternum var. 
Thomasanlum. sad to say with the 
exception of the Crenatum. the other 
two ha've horr I b I Y sp iotchy spotted 
branches and ~dd little to the garden 
In the off season. The bloom In early 
fal I. Equally sad to say we have had 
zero success wi th other spec I es 
most I y due to frost. E. 
ChlchlcastanPc0 grows I Ike a weed bUT 
has yet to 6 oem . In the middle Is E. 
Chrysocard fum wh I ch grows abundant IV-: 
nates temperature changes and never 
blooms. takes up lots of space and 
vis ibly suffers from the lightest of 
frosts. 

On a happier note. three of our Epls 
bloom approXimately ten months of the 
year: "George's Favor I te"" "Muneca" 
and "NaranJa". Despite the Joy of 
the ir small blooms we had little 
success (close to 99~ failure) trying 
to grow smal I and mini bloomers 
Identified by growers as exhibiting 
unusual colors, particularly In their 
stamens, anthers, etc. 

We like to share and make gifts of 
plants to our non-epl friends and 
with few exceptions use named plants 
and known species . . Plants that have 
rooted wei I and provide the bulk of 
our glft- giving are "Feather Queen". 
"George's Favorite". "Persian Tiger", 
"Professor Ebert ". "Tip Top". "Padre" 
and the lovely florescent purple I 
mentioned. We would I Ike to see this 
plant Identified and failing this, 
registered. 

A last note; In addition to the 
kindnesses. sharing of expertise and 
well prepared presentations by Sean . 
Gus,Dlck, et. al. we were fortunate to 
take a slight detour on Sunday A.M. 
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and visit Wressy Cocke In his home 
and Epl House. In 1992 be prepared to 
see new InitIals on the hybridizer 
list: JLM or PCM or perhaps the team 
of JPM. That Is if Dick Chadwick can ' 
stand the phone calls. We have picked 
the apples, " flltrated the seed and 
purchased the see through sweater and 
shoe boxes. ' 

I s~spect the knowledge we wll I come 
seeking at Epl Conference Two will 
revolve around green houses for the 
neophyte hybridizer trying to find a 
way to return the dining room. hobby 
room. I ~vlng room, bathrooms and 
garage shelves to their original uses 
and free of seedlings. 

Jim Monahan 

••••••••••••••••••• 
SEARCHING FOR EPIS IN CHINA 
part one 
by Joe Quang Tran 

When I was a very Iyoung boy In 
VietNam, there was a special occasion 
when my grandfather had .many friends 
come to meet him In the evening. They 
gathered In the front ! yard where my 
grandfather grew different kInds of 
flowers: roses, camellias, peonies 
and Eplphyllum oXypetalum. 

They drank tea . smoked, recited poems 
and waited for the oxypetalum to open 
I·ts blossoms and to Inhale Its heady 
perfume. I heard that the plant had 
come from China . 

I have grown Eplphyllums for many 
years and I have asked fr lends and 
looked In many booles. but find 
nothing about Eplphyllum In China. 
I was told they had been Introduced 
In 1875. but have not been ab Ie to 
verify this date . Also, I knew that 
during Uao's regime, all plants that 
were not used as food were supposed 
t.o be destroyed. . 

With the desire to find the truth, 
and with the hope that I might find 
some different epls than those that 
we have In the U. S.A., I asked. my 
wife to take a trip with me to Ch ina. 

Checking with travel agencies, we 
found a good deal for a visit of 21 
days to 9 cities. 

After a long exhaust Ing flight. we 
(cont. next page) 
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arrived In Hong Kong where we had to 
taka a Soviet fl ight to Shanghai . The 
plana was old, very noisy and .the 
hostesses were l ike robots, they 
never smiled . 

Shangha I wh I eh I s among the two or 
three largest eltles In the world. Is 
China ' s most urban. We viSited the 
"People's Government " of QI Bao town, 
Shanghai County, agrleultural 
eommunlty. They produee rlee, al I 
k inds of vegetables and fruits. n~t 
only for ·thelr own use, but to be 
sent to the Shangha I markets . l They 
also grow flowers. we saw roses and 
many easy to gro~ annuals that flower 
abundantly and require little care . 

We met the off leer In charge of the . 
eommunlty and ta lked about ep ls and 
orchids. I gave him some seeds and 
explained how to eare for them . 

We left Shanghai for HangZhou where 
there ex ists a long stone bridge 
built by Marco Polo In the 13th 
eentury . HangZhou Is a splendid e l ty 
with tea plantations. silk faetorles 
and the famous West lake fu II of 
spect acular lotus f lowers . 

There we visited the HangZhou 
Nursery . It Is huge : 160 aeres with 
many rows of· 9 I ass houses and a 
botanleal laboratory . They hire some 
230 employees . We met Mr. lin Zhen 
Mlng. the Olreetor. He Invited us to 
visit the different areas: the 
bonsai, the roses, the orchids, and 
~he eactl In two large green houses . 
There were aloes, hyloeereus and four 
different ep Is : E .Aekerman II, E. 
Darrahll . E. Oxypetalum and r. 
Strictum . --

He was astonished when I showed him 
photogr aphs of our hybr I d ep Is . .. I 
never realized that they eame In such 
a variety of shapes , s izes and 
colors . " He was espeelal Iy Interested 
In those wIth fragrant flowers that 
looked I Ike the ir legendary lotus 
blossoms. I promised to send him an 
ept eatalog. 

Their epls are a l i ttle different 
from ours In the U·.S.A. The E. 
Oxypetalum has narrow thin stems , tni 
Strletum nas stems almost like ours 
but the mid-rib Is pink-red . The 
stems of the Aekermanll and the 
Dar rahl I are smal I and thin . 

We gave them seeds and got some 
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euttlngs from their plants to bring 
baek to San Diego. 

They promised to let us know how 
their seedlings grow and deve lope. 

NEXT MONTH , 
Visit NanJlng . WuXI ·and BeiJing 
• ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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TROPICAL 
CACTUS 

~;~~~~~~:~r~:;]i;~n Flowering Jungle Rh ipsalis / Hoyas ... 
175+ COLOR photos In 

66 - pag e 1989-90 plant/and cactus 
bookshop catalogs. All for only $2.00. Hurry! 
Order today: 

RAINBOW GARDENS Vlu./ Multfeard Welc:om. 
1444 E. Taylor Sl W .. ~ipVfOlldwld" 
Vista, CA 92084 12th y •• r in bwineu 
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MEM8ERSHIP "INFORMATION 

'" 

Membership In SOES Is $3.00 per 
person or organization per year . 
International rates are $12.00 (U.S.) 
per year. 

AI I membership InQuiries shopuld be 
sent In care of the Membership 
Secretary at the SDES Post Off Ice 
Box . 

ADVERTISING POLICY 

EPI NEWS wi II accept camera ready or 
other ads at no cost for garden Items 
and eplphyl lums from SOES members . 

MEETING T.lME/PLACE 

Meet Ings of SOES .. are held on the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month at the Casa 
del Prado In Balboa Park:. In room 
101 . Meeting time Is at 7:30 P.M . 
ALL ARE WELCOME. 

" , 

Meetings of the SOES Executive Board 
are held on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month at 7:30 P.M. In the Fir s t Floor "­
Seniors Lounge at the Casa del Prado. 
~LL ARE WELCOME. 
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