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TWO PHOTOGRAPHERS VISIT 
THE GEORGE FRENCH GARDEN 

Epls abound In a Cas. del Prado 
pre. entation of slid •• by two 
well known photoqraphers who 
have visited a_oro_ Frencha ' 
garden in the past few months. 
The proqra. will be featured at 
the Septe.ber 13th General 
M •• Ung of the San Diego 
Epiphyllum Society. 

During tha Mother'. Day weekend 
photoqraphar and collaborator 
on the book EPIPHYLLUM, THE 
SPLENDOR OF LEAF CACTI, Holgar 
Laue visitad the French qardan. 
In tha peak of bloom, the 
qard.n of our premier 
hybridizar is .hown in all its 
qlory . You'll ••• you favorites 
and loma unfamiliar flowers. 

Saveral month. later, to 
capture tha photo that qraced 
our Auqust 1 •• ua, local 
photoqraph.~ Jo. Jan.. took 
slid •• of the French qarden and 
qr •• nhou... Jan •• I who was 
recoqnized In Auquat with an 
Award of Excellance for his 
photographic work at the 
CITYFEST '89 calebration, took 
photoqraphs that show the nuts 
and bolts of the French qarden 
without the epi flowers. You'll 
••• the terns , ••• dllnq8 and 
anade areas that make a visIt 
to the French •• ' a joy any time 
of year . 

MeeUng time 1& 7,30 p . m. (in 
room 101) and of course the 
pre-meetinq workshop beqins at 
6030 p . m. (in 104). 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 
MARKS FALL AT THE SD/WAP 

The 13th Annual aeauty and the 
Beas't Garden Celebration will 
dazzle the ma •• es on Columbus 
Day w.ekend (October 7th & 8th) 
at the San Diego Wild Anima l 
Park near Escondido . As ever 
the SOES axhibit and sale will 
be a true highlight. 

Join u. tor all the excitement. 
The celebra'tion is tre. with 
admission to the Wi ld Animal 
Park or you can volunteer to 
participate in the SDES 
activities and raceive free 
admission to the park. 

SDES Vice Pre.ident Pat Barrett 
(with plen'ty of assistance from 
Dick Chadwick) is haadlng up 
the SDES participation and will 
b. glad to hear from any eBqar 
volunt.ers. Se. Pat at the 
Sept. 13th Me.ting to 5ign up 
or call her (442-2404). Salas 
people and tour quid.. are 
n •• ded as well aa exhibit 
staff . 

* * * * * * * • • • • • * • • 

COONS IS HOME AND ON THE MEND 

Charlie Coons , 10n9 time wizard 
of the cutting table, i. home 
after his recent cancer 
aurqary. 

All our best wishes for a 
complete recovery <;10 to 
Charlie . 

Hurry back , you are missed. 
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PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP 
HAS SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

The pre-meetinq workshop at the 
September 13th General Meetinq 
16,30 p.m. in CdP room 104) 
will offer aomethlnq special. 

Instead of the usual 
educatlonal presentation the 
September offering will be a 
special Question and Answer 
session with a special panel of 
experts. 

Recent sess10n8 have ended with 
many hands still raised hlqh by 
those api lovers with questions 
about care and cuI ture . This 
month the entire half hour 
session will focus directly on 
your speclflc concerns . 

Don I t miss the chance to ask 
the question you have about api 
care, pest control, 
hybrld12ing, shade shelters, 
pattinO' soils or any other 
aspect of apl culture . 

* • * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
BOOKLET ON CARE STILL AVAILABLE 

EPI BASICS the new quid. to 
qrowinq epi. published by SDES 
1s still available at every 
qeneral meetinq and now by mail 
order too. 

The booklet , written by SDES 
President Saan Minoque, covers 
most aspects of epi care and is 
desioned for the Southern 
California qardener (but will 
be of help to qrowers in other 
areas) . 

Price for the booklet is $2 . 50 
at the meetlnqs and $3 . 50 
Cincludinq po.taO'e) for mail 
orders. Send requests to the 
SDES P.O. Box listed in the 
back paO'e of the newsletter . 

AWARDS AND INSTALLATION BANQUET 
SOME PLANS REVEALED 

Plans for the SDES Awards and 
Installation Banquet continue 
to be shrouded in mystery but 
Bome essentials are availab l e . 

The Banquet will be held on a 
day other than our s t andard 
meetlnq day . It will be held on 
SATURDAY, December 16th. 

The banquet will not be held in 
a restaurant, as it has been in 
recent years . but wi 11 be a 
catered affair I held in Room 
101 of the Casa del Prado. 
(Word is that you won't 
recoqnize the place. ) 

Tickets for the event wil l 0'0 
on sale at the October General 
Maatino · 

Co-Cha i rs Gus and MarO'e 
Schlapfer and John Noble have 
many surprises in store for 
all . Don't miss out on al l the 

. fun. 

More details will be available 
at the September 13th General 
Meatinq and will be published 
in the October Epi News. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Deadline for the October Issue 
of Epi News is September 21th . 

Send items to: 

Sean Minoque 
808 Ethel Place 
National City . CA 92050 

COPIES OF THE AUGUST EPI NEWS 
(with qlorious color photo) 

available at the Sept . Meetinq 
for $.75 each 

• ••••••••• * ••••••••••••••••••• 
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COMMITTEE BEGINS ITS TASK, 
THE PRESIDENT REPORTS 

Our Society's Nomlnating 
Committee has beoun its annual 
task . Staffed by an outstanding 
cross-section of SDES members, 
the committee is certain to do 
a fine job. 

Unfortunately I due to 
sloppiness on my part , the 
committe. was not formed or 
structured exactly as •• t forth 
in the SDES by-laws. 

At the Auqust Genera 1 Meetinq 
I should have asked you, the 
members of San 01eOo Eplphyllum 
Society, to elect the 
Nominatinq Committe •. I forgot 
to do this and reqrettably was 
not reminded until after the 
meetinq was adjourned . 

Tha Executive Board . with a 
desire to ke.p the election 
process on schedule, advised me 
at their Auqust M •• tlnq to 
proceed. Two board members 
volunteered to serve on the 
committee and the search beqan 
to fill "the three seats 
reserved for the qeneral 
membership. Due to an oversiqht 
on my part, the.e volunteers 
were apPOinted in error. 
According to our by-law., the 
representatives from the board 
should have been one director 
and one officer. No officers 
serve on the existinq 
committee . I was made aware of 
this error (by the ever 
viqilant Marqaret Pethley) 
after the board had adjourned . 
I then decided to let the error 
stand and allow the committee 
to beqin its work . 

As it exists now , the committee 
is comprised of 5 very able and 
reliable SDES members , it is my 
hope that despite these errors 

you will accept the commit.tee 
and their report. I will ask 
for your approval at the 
September General Heetinq. 

The committee cons i sts of ... 
Linda Hammer , Chair 
Vernon Hook 
Donna Couchman 
Jeanette Dutton 
Helen Rhea 

As you probably know . the 
September meetinq will include 
both the presentation of the 
Report of the Nominatinq 
Committee and the only 
opportunity for nominations to 
be made from the floor . I feel 
that despite my errors and 
oversiqhts our system offers 
plenty ot safequards and that 
the democratic process has .not 
been compromised. 

I hope that you will concur. 

As our by-laws specify, the 
newsletter will pub l ish a 
listinq of candidates in 
October . Absent voter ballots 
will be sent to out-ot-county 
members and available to others 
durinq October. These absentee 
ballots must be returned by the 
8th of November , at which time 
qenerai membership wi l l vote 
for officers and directors and 
all votes counted. Newly 
elected officers and directors 
will take office at our 
December 16th Awards and 
Installation Banquet . 

I am qreatly embarrassed by 
these breaches of protocol and 
take full responsibility for 
them . I hope you will aqree 
that your riqhts have not been 
usurped . 

Sean Hinoque 
President 
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EPI CARE CHANGES 
AS FALL ARRIVES 

Care must be taken I 4S fall 
arrivQs, to protect your plants 
from the extremes of climate 
that occur with damaqinq 
frequency . 

Hot dry Santa Ana winds blow 1n 
September and these can quickly 
dry the pottinq soil and 
dehydrate your apis' branches. 
Be sure to check the moisture 
level of your pottinq 8011 and 
if it is dry give a little 
extra water . A reqular proqram 
of mistinq can benefit plants 
that hanq 1n dry, breezy areas. 
Mist in the mornino for best 
results . AVOid mistinq any 
plant durlnq the hottest part 
of the day, .specially when 
they are 1n direct sunllqht . 

Some 
apis 
that 

die-back is natural on 
and September 1s the month 
it is moat likely to 

occur. 

Remember that qrowlnq plants 
are always hunQry . Time release 
foods keep the plant supplied 
but liquid fertili2ers must be 
reapplied frequently . Apply 
liquid fertili2ers at reduced 
strenoth with each three out of 
four waterinO'a. You should 
continue to teed your epi 
plants well durinO' September, 
continue the orow formula until 
after the New Year or even 
later . 

Keep your plants free of debris 
and watch out for pesky 
critters. DurlnO' dry weathar 
snails and s 1 uO's are drawn to 
the moist 088ia our apis 
provide. Bait otten and remove 
dead snails ( their shells 
provide a protected braedino 
qround for other insects). 

Schlumberoera (Christmas cactus 
or Zyqocaqtus) will start to 
bloom soon ( September to March 
is typical ) . You may want to 
O'ive them a shot of O'row 
formula. fertili2er . Many 
Chr istmas cactus qrowers find 
a. brief stint in a dark closet 
will enhance holiday blooms. · 
Keep the plants in the dark 
until the buds have formed then 
br inq them out to the llqht . 
Chr Istmas Cactus · qenera 11 y 
prefer more shade than epis do 
and as such make much better 
houseplants. They are also more 
easily frost damaqed. 

Many of the species plants 
bloominO' or budd i nq 
Remember to qive them some 
formula and don ' t move 
plant that has set buds. 

are 
now. 
qrow 
any 

If you are awaitinq ripe fruit 
keep an eye out for s 10'ns of 
maturity. Protect fruit from 
birds and rodents . (See specia I 
section next month on Epi 
Hybr idi2i nq • ) 

REFRESHMENT LIST FOR SEPT. 

These kind folks have sioned up 
to brinq treats to the Sept . 
Meetinq. Feel free to jo i n 
them. 

Leona Ross 
Donna Couchman 
Jeanette Dutton 
Dorothy Hillar 
Bonnie Van Waqner 
Jeannie Brereton 

The proqram should be very 
popular and with summer at an 
end our attendance will be 
hiqher . Won't you please brinQ 
somethinq in this month ? 

Don't just eat em! Brinq i n a 
trea·t to share ! 
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FROM THE EPI GRAM 
A NEWSLETTER FROM THE SOUTH BAY 
EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY 

SPOTS , FRECKLES ,DIE-BACK, ETC. 
by Dick Kohlschreiber 

It I S tlme onea aO's!n tor my 
annual dissertation .on spots, 
freckles and die-back. Since 
I've ben dolnq a lot of work on 
my apis, - fertll121nq, makino 
cuttinO'a, etc. - I become more 
aware of the taul t. of each 
plant. No matter how qood a 
grower you are J you I re qolnq to 
run into fo11a0'8 that doesn't 
look too gr •• t. When you have 
a qood haalthy epi that has 
nlea claan qrowth, the plant 
can be a thin; of beauty . But 
if you have an api where the 
fol1aO'a has black or ,red spots 
allover, and oaplnq hoI •• in 
the branch •• , the plant can be 
downriqht uqly. 

I want to assure you I 
•• pecially the new members, 
that the.e uqly plants are not 
nec ••• arily . your fault. Some 
people seem to oat quilt 
fee11n0'8 when their epis look 
so ratty . It is just the nature 
of the beast. The.e bad 
qualities ·are probably a 
O'enetic tendency or weakne ••. 
The .pottlnq and freckiino were 
often · the downfall of a lot of 
the old epia and the main 
reason you don't .ee a lot of 
the old varieties anymore. It 
is of tan worsa it the plant is 
under some type of stress. If 
the plant has just bloomed, if 
it has be.n in too much sun; if 
it hasn't be.n watered 
proper 1 y; - aome plants will 
spot . 

I discovered this year that if 
a plant needs repottinq the 
spottlnq can be worse. I've had 
some of the older varieties of 

epis for years. and al thouOh 
they mlqht have spotted a 
Ii ttle, they weren' t too bad . 
This year they looked terrible! 
When you can look down in the 
pot and all you see is roots 
a 11 over the surface and not 
too much soil , it is time to 
repot. And that's the way these 
plants looked - badl y 1n need 
at repottinO'. I'm convinced 
that this contributed to the 
extra apottinq and die-back. 

The IanO'er I qrow epis . the 
lesa patience I have with apis 
that do not qrow well tor ma. 
I have found that some 
varieties will qrow claan in 
the warm areas of Southern 
California (San Gabriel Valley, 
etc.) but will spot when orown 
alonq the coast. And tha 
reverse is true. 

I never O'ive up on a spottinO' 
variety immediately. You have 
various kinds of microclimates 

·around your house and yard. So 
if I had the offendinq plant in 
a sunny area. I'll mova it to 
a shady area. If it was on the 
East side of the house . I' 11 
move it to the West. To me the 
final blow aqainst a plant is 
when the new qrowth spots 
badly. If I s.e that, I qive up 
and oet rid of the plant. 

·(Thanks to Dick KohlBchreiber 
and the South Bay Epiphyllum 
Society for permission to 
reprint this article . ) 

EDITORS NOTE, 
Remember that laboratory tests 
done about three years aqo by 
the Unlversity of California 
proved that most spottinq is 
indeed physioloqical . While we 
can make it better or worse 
with care, take heart, some 
plants spot badly for no reason 
at alL 
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EPI NOTES 

DO YOU STAKE YOUR CUTTINGS ? 

Old you know that there are 
benefits to stakinq just 
planted cuttinqs? 

A secure anchor can keep newly 
formed roots from belnq damaqed 
as a cuttinO' 1s moved by wind 
or relocated . Also staked 
cuttings don't require such 
deep plantinq . 

Once roots have formed the 
stakes can be removed. 

WHEN WILL THEY FLOWER ? 

Don't expect new cuttinqs to 
flower the first year . Host 
cuttlnqs planted in summer will 
probably qet rooted by fall but 
the plant .h.as more work to do. 

There 1s some debate about the 
wisdom of allowing new cuttinO's 
to flower , and some wiil try. 
Many qrowers carefully nip buds 
on ' first year cuttinO's to allow 
the plants strenqth to be 
directed to qrowth and root 
developement. 

The other school of thought 
' says that plants will only 
flower if they are ready (and 
many of the buds on first year 
plants will drop). These fqlks 
tend to allow the plants to 
decide for themselves when to 
flower. 

In any event it is best to keep 
cuttings on a grow formula 
their first year rather than 
try to encourage flowers with 
a bloom formula. 

THEY ARE AND THEY AREN'T I 

Taxonomists, those frisky 
scientists whose job it is to 

correctly name (classify) flora 
and fauna, have been hard at it 
aQain. 

IfITTIA AHAZONICA and IfITTIA 
PARAHENSIS in fact all IfITTIAS 
{are there others?) " have been 
reclassified, they are now 
DISOCACTUS AHAZONICUS. 

Leo Kihm will be busy remarkinq 
his name taqs now that all 
Easter Cactus have be changed 
from Rhlp.alldopsls to 
Rhlpsal1s. 

flplphyllum angull"er, E. 
Darrahll and E. gertrudlanus 
may look different to some 
people and have for years been 
classified a distinct species. 
ForQet it . You can ca 11 them 
a 11 Eplphy 11 U1II Angul1 gar now 
according to the taxonomists. 

GOEWERT WILL SERVE !SA 

ConQratulations are due to Clem 
Goewert newl y elected President 
of the Epiphyll um Society of 
America . Clem will lead the 
group durinq 1990. their Golden 
Anniversary year (and beyond , 
ESA Presidents serve two year 
terms) . 

Richard Pentico , Jr. wifl step 
down as President at the groups 
September maet.inQ and assume 
the job of Treasurer. Terry 
Goewert will serve the group as 
Vice President . Other officers 
include Ellen Zunino as 
Correspondinq Secretary and the 
indefatigable Betty Berq as 
Membership Secretary. 

Best of luck to all in their 
new jobs . ESA promises that 
1990 will be a very special 
year. See Marjory Marshall , the 
SDES Membership Secretary , for 
ESA membership information. 
Don't mi ss out. 



DON'T FORGET THEM GOOD SUPPLIES 

George and Jerry Plaisted 
a fine selection of 
supplies at each and every 
General Keeting . 

sell 
epi 

SDES 

Pens , pottlnq 
hangers and 
information are 
prices you 
elsewhere. 

8011, pots . 
even how-to 
available at 
won't find 

Also see Jerry for information 
about SDES name taqs. 

TROPICAL 
CACTUS 

W.'re s~~j.U:l~ in Flowennq Jungle 
c.cd-SpIPhyllum./Rhip ..... /Hoy ... 
HawortrUu. ev. 175+ COL.OR Pho~ in 
e8·pag. 1989·90 plan" and cactus 
booksnap Mt"oga. All 101 only $2.00. Hurryl 
Ord"~ 

r------------------------I 

[g~~ [P[H]W[lJL(1JJ ~ 0 ihe ~p endor ofleaf Cacti 
By MARGA LEUE 'W'ITH PHOTOGRAPHY BY HOLGER AND MATrHlAS LEUJ:r. 

s-~ ~ $,.-", 7KIo...,..t~ 

o 120PAGBS 

o 8W'xll'A"PORMAT 

o 122 COLOR PHaroGRAPHS 

o HIGHEST QUALITY 

PAPER AND PRINT 

o BIUNGUAL-ENGUSH 
AND GERMAN 

o HIsroRY OP THE PLAN'I'S 

o HELPFUL HINTS 

ON CULTIVATION 

" ITS SPICTACULAIt AND PROPUSE COLOR ~HOTOG!I.A'HY HAS 
CA.PTURJD"ni1 PU.N't'S' IIlAUTY. WHICH SHOULD ~A.5CINATE 
NOVIe! AND ADVo'\NCm IPI GROWERS ALIKE. " 

-MONTIUY H6RALD 

"THISGORGKOUSNItW ROOK HAS l'I'tIlATIiT",tIN(;I,Y flKAUTll'UI . 

roU.·COLOR RIlPftOOUCTIONS 0' VARIOUS IPI'HYU.UM 
KYWDS. " 

-CACTtIS ANDSUCCUUNr JOUICNAJ. 

" MAltGALBu.HASCUA.TID wmtBOntTASTIANDSXILLA nxT 

WHICH SHOULD "NO ITS NICHB ON THI SHBLF 0' HIGH-cLASS 

CAAD!N1NC AND rt.OWD sooxs.lN MY ENTDlI CAADINO' S un 
I HAYE NOT SUN A PLANT IOOIC EQUI'PlD wtTH PtCT'U~ AS 
, ASCINA nNC AS THIS PHOTOCIlAPHIC DIC1.AJlA nON OHOVII TO 
I PIPHYLLUMS ... 

-DIR GARTeN 

' 'THIS WOItX SITS NEW PHOTOGRAPHIC STANDAIlDS. " 

-IV.ICTUN UND AN06R& SUIClCUUNTEN 

129.50' $1.92' 
COPlES OF nus BOOK ARE AV AlLABLE lOR.sa $.OU'lpws S3.oo SHIPPING AND HANDUHC-CAUfOIU'fIA USlD!HT'SADD~SAW TAXI. 

OlNoEX 

PLEASE SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: '~~I."""4p S '30. ""'''" . ......u 
HOLGER LEUE, P.O. BOX 1334, SANTA CRUZ, CA 95061·1334 
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GENERAL MEETINGS .US fotE'LO ':rt£ 
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AT 7:30 P . M. IN ROOM l O t ·JF THE 
CASA DEL PRADO IN aALBOA PARK . 
PRE-HEZTING WORKSHOPS ~E HELD 
REGUL.Ul. Y BEFORE THE G£NnlAL 
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