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NOVEMBER MEETING HAS ELECTION 
AND THE TULIPS OF SPRING 

The November 8th Meetinq of the 
San Oieqo Epiphy 11 UDI Society 
will feature the election of 
officers for the new year and 
a special proqram on Tulips. 

SDES V ice President Gus 
Schlapfar will presant a 
spacial proqram of historic 
tulip slide. takan in Holland 
in the lata 1940s. Tha .. are 
Qutstandlnq photos that you are 
sura to enjoy. 

Just as the chill of autumn 
hits the air we can enjoy all 
the colors of sprinq. 

The premeatinq workshop will 
feature the topic ftGattlnq Your 
Garden Ready for the Cold". The 
speaker will be SDES President 
Sean Minoque. Wa'll discus. the 
various thlnqa that you can do 
to protect your plants from 
freezlnq temperatures. Avoid 
the set backs and pit falls of 
bad weather. Be an informed 
qardener. 

The proqram of slide. by SDES 
member and hybrIdIzer, Don 
Patterson, has been postponed 
due to illness. SplNews will 
keep you posted on the new date 
as soon as possible. 

Maetinq time is 7,30 p.m. with 
the prameetinq workshop at 6: 30 
p.m. 

AWARDS AND INSTALLATION BANQUET 
UPDATE 

Preparations are well under way 
tor the annual qala Awards and 
Installation Banquet. The event 
returns this year to the Casa 
del Prado for a bountiful sit 
down catered dinner. 

Your hosts Gus and Marqe 
Schlapfer and .John Noble have 
arranqed a daliqhtful eveninq 
of food, friends , honors and 
music that is sure to please. 

The event will be held 
Saturday, December 16th with 
social hour commencinq at 6:00 
and dinner at 7:00 , in our 
usual meetinq place room 101. 

.John, who owns Noble Oesiqn and 
Set Construction , ( a major 
supplier of scenery and sets 
used in television, f i lm and 
live events) is in charqe of 
decorations. He promises that 
you will be transported to a 
Holiday Wonderland. (If you 
would like to volunteer to help 
decorate the room contact Gus 
or .John.) 

Tickets are on sale at 
November meatinq ( they 
qoinq fast., ticket sa 1 es 
December 1st.) Prices are 
for members (as of 9 / 30 / 89) 
$20 for quests. 

the 
are 
end 
$10 
and 

Don ' t miss our biq event for 
the year (and our only December 
meetinq. ) 
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EI.EC'rIOII SET FOR IIOVEMIIl!R 8th 

The November 
M •• tlnll will ·· 
alactlon of 

8th G.n.ral 
f.ature the 
officer and 

dir.c~or. for 
Soci.ty'. 20th 
year. 

1990 our 
annlvar:lary 

The candidat.. .1 an no un cad 
pr.viou.ly.r •... 

Pr •• id.nt 
Saan M.lnoqua 

1.t Vic. Pr.sid.nt 
J •• n Gray 

2nd Vic. Pr •• id.nt 
Pat Barratt 

a.cordinll S.cr.tary 
Jeanette Dutton 

Corr •• pondlnq Secretary 
Gen. Schmeddinll 

M ... b.r.hip S.cr.t.ry 
Marllar.t P.thi.y 

Tr.a.urer 
Marll. Schlapf.r 

Ex.cutiv. Board M ... b.rs 
Charl •• Coons 
~ir.t.n P.ll.yaount.r 

Officer •• rva a on. y.ar term. 
Executive Board IIltUtbarl •• rva 
a two year tarm. 

Many chairmanships are 
available and AllYOKl who would 
like to •• rve SDES i. w.lcOll. 
to participate. Bill job. and 
little job. and .0 •• in b.tw •• n 
are available. Do you fair 
ahare . PARTICIPATE III YOU 
SOCIETY . 

••• * •••• * •• ***.* ••• **~ ••• *** •• 
DEADLllIE FOR DEClEMBER ISSUE: 

NOVl!MBER 22nd 

, 
WHO WILL BRIIIQ ' TIIE TREATS THIS 
MOIl'lH 1 

Curt _.1 
£1 d. Rapha.l 
Dorothy Oqcion 
Toini W.inwright 
Marg.r.t Flcka. 
J •• n Gr.y 
B.tty Kl umpp 
Marll. Schlaphr 
S.an Minoqu. 

ABOUT THAT POST OFFICE BOX 

As you know our .oci.ty ke.p. 
a POlt offica box in downtown 
S.n Di.lI0 .0 th.t th.r. will b. 
a conaistent addr... to which 
you .. y ... 11 du •• , inquiries 
.tc . You .. y not know th.t this 
box i. loc.tad in • plac. 
convenient to nona of your 
officer • . Aa a r •• ult .o •• t~. 
the ma11 lIets picked up 1 ... 
oft.n than it .hould b •. Don't 
d •• pair. It do •• g.t coll.ct.d 
.v.ntually . If you have 
illlledi.t. n •• d or qu •• tion. 
cont.ct .ny offic.r (you'll 
find .ddr..... and phon. 
number. 1n the new roster) or 
c.ll Pr •• id.nt S •• n Minoqu • . 
Hil phone number appear. on the 
back of .v.ry i.su. of Epi 
Naws. 

THANKS ARE DUE 

Thanks to all the Beauty and 
the Se.at volunteers. 

Thanks to tho.e who braved 
HOLLYWOOD HANIA and cam. to the 
October me.tinq . 

Thanks to H.lan Barkdoll for 
the article that Ul·lo the rast 
of this news letter. 

- .:1 
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Christmas Cactus 

Helen Barkdoll 

In a recent survey of SDES members it was found that most epi 

enthusiasts grew other plants along with their Epiphyllums. Those plants 

that grew well, thrived in similar cultural situations and did not need much 

special attention were soon named "Companion plants", that is, plants to 

grow along with, under, besides, or around the perimeter of your epi 

enclosure. These plants are mostly other epiphytic cacti, including 

Aporocactus, Aporophyllum, Citiapasia. Cryptocereus, Heliocereus, 

Hylocereus, Nopauocllia, RIlipsalis, ScllJumbergera, Selenicereus, and 

Zygocactus. 

Tilis month we will concentrate on Z for Zygocactus, a name better 

known in the nursery trade than in taxonomy. Now is the time to purchase 

plants in full bloom Since they are carried only at tllis season of the year, 

they are often a featured plant in your chain grocery store's plant section. in 

the K-Mart or Target nursery, or in your local nursery. These stores get a 

limited number of plants, usually of the common varieties wllich mayor 

may not be named. When they are sold they are gone. But lucJ::ily you can 

always get a good selection of the latest new creations of properly named 

hardy plants by going to a nursery specializing in epiphytic cacti such as 

Rainbow Gardens, or to buy them through the mail order catalogs. A very 

fine collection can be gathered locally between now and the new year, 
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Botanically named ScllJumbergera, this group of plants has been 

taxonomically bounced around more than most. Many of the first 

descriptions were made from herbarium specimens, drawings and notes 

made by the discoverer or his/her friend. Simultaneous discovery 

elsewhere often complicated matters. The first persons description 

published in a scientific journal was considered the originator and was 

allowed to name the plant. Many discoverers named plants after 

themselves, friends, and even geographical locations, ie hookerii after 

Hooker, orssichiana after Orssich and amazonicus after the Amazon River. 

Subsequent findings were relegated to confirmation of habitat or to add 

additional data not covered in the original description. 

Confusion arose when the same plant was found in habitat in several 

diverse locations and described differently by different authors. (Remember 

the story of seven blind people describing an elephant by what they felt. 

One felt the trunk and thought it was like a snake. One touched the ears and 

thought it was like the leaf of a large plant. One felt the tail and eIclaimed it 

rope-like, etc.) Plants found in the juvenile growth phase could differ 

considerably from the adult growth. Flowers are changed by age, some 

refleling more as they mature. Thus all the information gathered during 

different seasons has to be integrated chronologically to produce a correct 

picture. Many flowers and fruits of epiphytic cacti were unknown until 

grown in a botanical garden or in someone's glass house. 

Botanical Taxonomists, those rare group of scientists interested in 

naming and classifying plants in their relationship with other plants, have a 
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serious puzzle with cacti. These relatively recent new world discoveries 

have a diversity of form. extended habitat and differing cultural 

requirements that tend to make a clear cut classification very difficult. 

When gene and chromosome studies are made and with the use of the 

electron microscope. additional corrections have to be made. New species 

are continually being found in the interior of the rain forests. As our 

knowledge grows and changes. so must we adjust. 

Christmas Cactus is the common name used in the United States where 

the plant flowers during the holiday season. November through january. In 

habitat on the other side of the equator. in Brazil near Rio De janeiro in the 

Organ Mountains. they bloom during May. june. and july. making the U. S. 

common name highly unsuitable. Therefore a universal scientific name is 

needed to identify such a piant. 

Some taxonomists living in Brazil. able to watch the plants develop in 

their natural habitat. have written their own monographs on the subject. 

These reports have to be integrated with those obtained in the field and in 

the glass house. Knowledge is accumulated and taxonomy changes. 

Originally in 1840. Hooker placed Christmas Cactus in the genus 

Epiphyllum. This being unknown to him at the time.Lamaire in 1858 created 

a new genus Schlumbergera. Thereafter. Professor Schumann reinstated 

Epiphyllum but created Zygocactus for those flowers that were highly 

zygomorphic or irregular. But some flowers were atinomorphic or regular 

and this furthered the confusion. In addition. some taxonomists even 
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included in the same genus those similar plants we commonly call Easter 

Cactus . 

In summary, the classification of the Christmas Cactus has traveled 

through many a genus. Currently it has been returned to Schlumbergera, 

with S. I bridgesii established as a cultivar, and S. I buckleyi replacing it. 

Easter Cactus have been moved to RhipsaJis. Nomenclature states that 

hybrid Schlumbergera plants should be designated as S. I given name in 

lower case leiters, but to most people they are still Christmas Cactus or 

Zygocactus and your local green nursery clerk is more apt to know what you 

are asking for if you use those terms. A Christmas Cactus by any other name 

would be just as beaut.iful. 

All this interesting information and more can be gleaned from the 

following books available in the SOES library. 

Britton & Rose, THE CACT ACEAE 

Loefgren, Dr. Alberto, ABOUT THE GENERA SCHLUMBERGERA AND 

ZYGOCACTUS 

McMillan, A. J. S., CHRISTMAS CACTUS 
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NOW IS THE TIME 

To watch for snails more 
C1"0981y than usual. Damp 
weather makes them active and 
cool temperatures allow them to 
stay out lonqer. Snails love 
apis more than humans do. 

Avoid over watering. Epis 
require less irrigating durlng 
the rainy seasons. Let Mother 
Nature do her part of the work, 
but make sure your plants qet 
enough water when nature falls. 

Monitor plants for root fungus 
diseases. Discoloration of 
branches just above the 8011 
level may well indicate 
problems below the soil . 
Problems that can prove fatal 
and spread to other plants in 
your collection. 

Keep plants and containers free 
of debris. Trim back any 
unsightly branches. 

BOOK FUND 
IS ADDED TO GENERAL FUND 

SDES Membership voted 
unanimously at the October to 
place monies ($443 . 35) in the 
mostl y inactive SDES Handbook 
Fund in the SDES General Fund. 

The SDES handbook committee, 
which had originally solicited 
these funds, was disbanded more 
than one year aqo . 

Some money from the Handbook 
fund was used earlier this year 
to publish the quide "Epi 
Saslcs~. Revenues from the sale 
of this booklet are placed in 
the qeneral fund. Epi Saslcs is 
avaIlable for purchase at the 
suppl y table at all SDES 
General Meetinqs. 
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TROPICAL 
CACTUS 

W.',. splellilitl in Flow.rlng Jungl. 
Cletl-£piphyllums/ AhlpuUI / HoYls .. 
"'I.o"",i ... Oil. 181+ COLOR photal in 
10 - p.g. 1 ;.;-;0 p lanllind Ciclul 
booklftop ~ AU Itw only 52.00. Hurryt 
Orew IOd8'(. 
WN8OWQARD!NS __ _ 
, ..... e. TaylOf Sl "e __ 
ViItLCA920~ ' 211 _",,_ 

HOLIDAY 
CACTUS 

Worldwide spaeialilts In ALL named 
varietilll Thl best in CM'lInu/ ElSler 
Cactus • ~ CKb.IL Send 52.00 for 10-
~ plantI~ CI,,' ;I "". 186 ---IWN80W QARCIHS NURSIRY' 

lIOOKSHO' 
'444 E. Taylor Sl Vllta. CA 
...-1 ... - 920~ 

CACTUS 
BOOKS 

S..,d lot FAEE 22·pagl eal&Iog IMlIJtu'lq 
172+ caetua book .... orc'tid. oromeliad. 
I.", Soutrl African. a_lilt, stationery. 

SMrt sufflCl mail anywh .... . n lha wond! 

A~NIOW GARDeNS 100KSHOP 
, ..... e. Taylor Sl ViSlL CA 
Phon.6,,.158. 4290 920a. ---
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SDES MEMBERSHIP INFORMAtION 

KIMBEISHIP COST IS $3.00 
PER YUR PU PERSON OR 
ORGARlZATION ( DOMESTIC ) 
S 12 . 00 PO YD.R PElI. PERSON 
(INTONAtIONAL I 

SEND INQUIRIES OR CHECK PAYABLE 
TO SDES TO "MEMS!'"RSHIP 
SECRI'TAlY~ At POST OFnCE sox 
ADDRISS AT LEn 

IPI NIWS ACCEPTS ADvtRTISING 
COPY nOM MEMBIiS FOR GUO£N 
RJl.ATED ITEMS AT ItO COST . SEND 
TO EDITORIAL ADDRISS AT LEFT . 

CHANGI OF ADDRESS INFORMATION 
SHOULD BI SENT DIRICTLY TO THE 
SDES EDITORIAL ADDRISS AT LEFT . 

GIlIDAL MEETINGS AlE HELD THE 
SECOND WEDNESDAY OF tACH HONTH 
AT 1,30 P . K. IN ROOM 101 OF THE 
CASA DEL PRADO IN BALBOA PARK . 
PRE-HEETING WORKSHOPS ARE HE~D 
UGULARL Y BEFORE THE GENERAL 
MEETING AT 6dO P . M. I N ROOM 
104. ~L ~E WELCOME. 

MEETINGS OF THE SDES EXECUTI VE 
BOARD ARE HILD THE FOURTH 
WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH IN CdP 
ROOM 105 AT 7 , 30 P . M. ALL ARE 
WELCOME . 


