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S.D.E.S. IS REALLY 
S.D.E. & R. S.S. 

At the November Meeting of SDES 
President Sean Minogue joked 
that we are also the San Diego 
Christmas Cactus Society. But 
there is rea 1 truth in that 
joke. 

Our Society By-Laws direct us 
to promote the Epiphyllum's 
closely r.elated species as 
well. During the holidays this 
mandate becomes a joy . 

In this issue we proudly 
present two more articles by 
San Diego's foremost 
Schlumbergera hobbyist Helen 
Barkdoll. 

Epi News is indebted to Helen 
and the others in our group who 
supply us with informa tive 
articles and other items of 
interest. 

AND SPECIAL THANKS FOR THE 
PHOTOGRAPH ... to photographer 
Bob Barkdoll (and his assistant 
Helen) for sharing the photo 
with us and to all those whose 
ext r a efforts are necessary 
when a photo is included in the 
newsletter. 

The photographic print was made 
from a s I ide a nd produced by 
Color Craft l abs in San Diego . 

deadline for January 

is December 20 

AWARDS BANQUET 
LAST MINUTE NOTES 

December 16th is the date for 
the annual SDES Awards anj 
Insta llation Banquet. RE!<1EMBER, 
this is not ou r usual meetin~ 
day. This event will oe held on 
SATURDAY EVENING. 

Join over 100 of your f:::- iends 
for a delicious sit down dinner 
in ROOM 101 of t.he Casa del 
Prado (our usual meeting r oom) . 
Host Gus Schlapfer adVises that 
the door on the Prado side o f 
the room will serve as ':he 
entrance. Please use this side 
door and not our usual 
courtyard entryway. Nate and 
Dorothy Ogdon wi l l greet you at 
the door . 

President Sean Mln:>gue \.-Jill je 
serving wine and ( non­
alcoholic ) egg nog startinq a~ 
6 p.m. Dinner will be serv ed 
promptly at 7 and will be 
followed by awards 3nd 
Christmas music by tr.e two 
quartets from the Sweet 
Adelines. 

The official installation o f 
our 1990 officers will be 
performed by George Plaistad. 

The society will present g i ft 
plants (4" rooted Epis f rom our 
Special Cutting Selections ) . 

Members wishing to exchange 
rooted epis , should bring their 
decorated 4" pots before 7 p.m. 

Our uniformed security guard 
will be on hand to escort on e 
and all back to their cars 
after the event. 

Gus and Marge Schlapfer will 
answer your l ast minu te 
quest.ions 460-3920. Ticket 
sales ended Dec. 1st. 
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THE PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT 

Each year the SDES President is 
required to make a report to 
membership . Many pres Idents 
choose ionore this task , but I 
am particularly proud of our 
group this year and I would 
like to reflect on YOUR 
accomplishment.s. 

In hard facts it is true that 
we exhibited at more flower 
shows and raised mora money In 
plant and cuttlnq sales than 
ever before. 

We added a day to our annual 
show and the extra effort paid 
off In both dollar. and new Epi 
friends made. SDES and the 
other Epiphyllum interest 
qroups are promotinq Epls like 
never before with . obvIous 
results. 

Our Epi Caravan reached new 
helqhts of auee... as both a 
garden and social event. Based 
on the continued succass of 
this outinq you can be sure 
that tickets for the 1990 
Caravan will be sold out 
quickly. 

Our membership qrew and qrew I 
we now are close to havlno 400 
individual SDES members. 
However I repeated 1 y this year 
we were saddened by the death 
and illness of dear members. 

Our monthly meetings were 
expanded t o include a half-hour 
epi culture workshop. These 
were attended by over 250 
"people. 

Our educational activities 
included in oardan workshops 
and classes a8 well as articles 
written for the ESA . Bulletin 
and our own Epi News. 

Color 'photoqraphy returned to 
Epi News and for the first (and 
now the second) time each 
member received a full color 
photooraphic print. 

SOES published a comprehensive 
quide to Epiphyllum Culture 
called EPI BASICS. Copies have 
been sold to epi growers 
locally and acroa. the nation . 

In June our society reached out 
to the residents of North 
County with a special Epi 
Proqram at the Quail Botanical 
Gardens. 

Our society and our Exacuti ve 
Board finally said "Vas . we 
will commit ourselves to the 
on90in9 proqram at the San 
Dieqo Wlld Animal Park ." Two 
major private collections were 
added to the beautiful exhibit , 
Even as we our . friend J1m 
Gibbons moved on to o.ther 
pursuits , new anaroles have 
revitalized the world ' a laroest 
publici y displayed collection 
of Epis and made it better than 
ever. I will ask our 1990 
Budget Committee to include 
this activity in the Budqet 
proposal that they will present 
to you. I hope that you wi ll 
aqre. the time has come to 
formally accept our contlnuinQ 
f i nancial obliqation t o this 
ou tSltand!ng projec t . Than ks ar@ 
due to both the lon g timt an d 
newer volunteers . 

Thanks to other volunteers our 
library reopened on e full 
schedule and many new titles 
were added to the collect i on . 
Best of a 11 members actua 11 y 
checked out books and read 
them. 

Our attention focused on our 
oroan12ational policies and we 
changed. for the better . our 

l 
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Bociety by-laws . 
Aqaln and Boain membership 
voted to tap our substantial 
financial reserves for varioua, 
important projects. We used our 
funds for the purpose intended. 
programs which promoted 
Epiphyllum and educated the 
public and ourselves about the 
various aspects of their 
culture and care. 

But W8 can be proudest of one 
very signIfIcant achievement. 
We have adopted a new attitude . 
A friendlier more posItIve 
approach to the tasks to which 
we are dedicated ( a "can do", 
"kinder, gentler" attitude). 

This la not a list of my 
personal accomplishments . These 
are milestones we have passed 
together, because of the 
effort. of many individual. 
united for one purpose. 

We will celebrate our socIety's 
20th anniversary In the Fall of 
1990. Our proqrams next year 
will be a little more special 
and our aqenda a little more 
ambitious. We have plenty to do 
and plenty to enjoy. 

I would like to thank the many 
friends who have offered their 
support to me personally. Many 
of you have been kind enouqh to 
advise me about proposals . 
ideas and projects for our 
qroup. More recently you have 
offered .your prayers and kind 
wishes, and also your ideas and 
opinions as my family and I 
faced more private crises . 

Happy Holidays to each and 
everyone of you. 

See you on the 16th. 

Sean Minoque, President 

ENJOY SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY, 
CAJUN FOOD AND EPIS 

The Louisiana Cactus and 
Succulent SocIety and the Texas 
Association of Cactus and 
Succulent Societies invite you 
to attend the 2nd Southern 
Succulent Conference, March 2, 
3 & 4 1n New Orleans. 

The three day conference will 
feature some outstanding 
speakers incl udinq Dr . Gera ld 
Barad (President-elect of CSSA, 
on the topic of Stapel iads) • 
Chuck Hanson (with the 
titillatinq lecture 'Sex ln the 
Greenhouse") and Norwood Miners 
(with a discussion of tha genus 
Ep1phyllum) a. well as others. 

Spacial hotel and air fare 
rates have been arran qed (like 
40t off reqular fares on Delta 
Airline. and $45 oin9le $55 
double per niGht at the hoatinq 
Holiday Inn). Plenty of time 
has baen allotted for 
siGht •• tlinq. 

In addition to a qarden tour 
another lure mioht be the fact 
that the event takes place the 
weekend after Mardi Gras. So 
you can 0'0 wlld in the streets 
of New Orleans and then qet 
some qood plant knowledge on 
one journey. Not bad. 

Price for the conference itself 
is $60.00 per person. Detail s 
may be had by contactinq 

Beverly Siemssen 
106 Aster Lane 
Waqqaman, LA 70094 

Sean Minogue will have a very 
limited number of fliers about 
the conference available at the 
January General Meetlnq. 
Deadline for reservations is 
February 1st 1990 . 

l , 
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BRISTOL QUEEN 
by Helen Barkdoll 

DECEMBER 1989 PAGE 5 

One of the newest. Christmas 
Cact.us hybrids is Schlumberoera 
x reoina. cv. -Brietol Que.n·, 
a strlklnqly beautlful flower 
with a white tube and petals 
edged in a deep fuchsla / purple­
wine color. The flowers bloom 
early in the season , often 1n 
October 1n San 018qO, and 
sometimes they bloom aoain In 
February. The flower ' . shape 
and color clearly show its 
lnheritance from its famous 
parent S. or •• lchlan.. This 
recent. discovery of a new 
species of SchlUJDberqera was 
named after the Countess 
Orasich after ahe had noticed 
it qrowlnq amonqst a field 
collection of bromillads and 
orchids. She later traced back 
the rout. of the expedltlon 1n 
Bra21I , and huntinq alono the 
junqle paths, she finally found 
it in habitat. 

HybridIzers allover the world 
were excIted when it was found 
that the new species had 
flowers almost twice as 10nO' 
and twice as wide and had a 
shorter tube than those In 
cultivation . It bloomed three 
times a year and had an 
undetermined photoperiod, a 
very good quality useful for 
further hybridi2inq. 
Immediatel y there was a 
scramble to obtain a section 
for qrowinq to be used as a 
parent plant. One slnole two 
inch joint, if it were 
available, often coat. $IO.OO or 
more . Having just been found In 
the wild, domest.ic qrowlnq 
condItions had to be 
established. S. or •• teh1ana 
proved to be very dIfficult tor 
some to grow, with seqments 
turninq purple and finally the 
whole plant shatterinq into 

individual a_ome nts. Others 
found It to b. a stranO' hardy 
plant, taking near freezino 
t.emperatures and complet.e 
shade . These horticult.urists 
manaqed t.o cross i t and obt.a i n 
aeed . 

Br istol Queen is one of the 
finest new cultivars resultinq 
from this cross. It 
incorporat.es all the best 
qualities of it s parents. The 
plant 1& a strono uprioht 
orower with dark ql086y qreen 
aeqment.s. The flower bud 
resembles those of S. 
or.slchlana , but the petals 
open wider and are more 
upriqht . Bristol Queen ha s a 
firmer text.ured flower that is 
crisp and sparklinq. The 
atrikinq color combination is 
one of pure whlte and intense 
ruby wine. Of all of the 
cult.lvars developed so far , 
Brist.ol Queen has been one of 
those chosen to be widel y 
propaqatad because of its 
outatandlno featurea ; i.e . 
fantaatic flowers on top of a 
stranq viqorouB plant which is 
easy to qrow. Bristol Queen may 
be difficult to find in the 
general succulent plant section 

. of your local nursery, but it 
is available in the cactus and 
succulent specialty qardens . 

Schlumberqera Is a qenus o f 
plants t hat grow wel l as 
companion plants among our 
epis . Since they flower duri nq 
this season of the year when 
few epis are in bloom , they are 
a colorful addition to a mostly 
oreen epi house . Al thouqh the 
flowers are amaller than apis 
they make up for it in numbers 
and sparklinq colors during t.he 
Winter season . Christmas Cactus 
or Zyqocactus (Schlumberqeras) 
should be in every collection 
of colorful epiphytes. 
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PHOTOPERIOD 
by He l en Barkdoll 

People have asked me, " Why 
do e s n 't my Christmas Cactus 
bloom at Christmas time? I 
bought it a year BQO and I had 
a beautiful display of ' White 
Christmas' on my holiday table. 
Now it has already bloomed and 
it i s barely Thanksqivinq . What 
did I do wronq?" 

You didn't do anythlnq wrong. 
It is just that a 11 factors 
were not right for such a 
precise blooming time. 

Schlumberqera, the botanical 
name for these plants, are 
bas i cally 1f two types . Those 
plants that are commonly called 
Zyqocactus , are the early 
blooming plants. They have been 
developed and hybridized with 
S. truncata and have seqments 
that have tee"th a 10nO' the adO'e 
and across the top of the 
s8qment. Often called 
Thanksoivlnq Cactus , they come 
1n many colors . The reds 
usuall y bloom first , followed 
by the purples. Later the 
oranqes and yellows follow 
alonO' with a few maO'enta 
colored blossoms. 

THe oriqinal Christmas Cactus 
was S. brldO'esil ( now called S. 
buckleyii) , a plant that blooms 
closer to the New Year . This 
was "Grandmother'. Christmas 
Cactus " . It has scalloped 
seqments that are slightly wavy 
and the flower is a briqht 
maqenta-pink . Since these 
plants flower after the holiday 
Beason they are seldom found in 
the neiqhborhood nurseries, 
most qrowers oet starter 
ssqments from their friends. 
Harry Johnson's "Paramount" 
belnq one of the best cultivars 
ava i lable . 

The two Schlumberqera plants 
with different flowerinq times 
have been hybrldi2ed , creatlnq 
plants with a successi on o f 
flowerlnq times . Thus, by 
careful selection, you ca n hav e 
f l owers for morE than s i x 
months out of the year. 

But why do Christmas Cactus 
bloom durinq Yuletide? For the 
same reason a Poinsettia blooms 
at this time. They are both 
short day plants. Flowe r 
initiation beqlns when the day 
starts to qet shorter at the 
autumnal equinox . This triqOers 
the plant to quit qrowinq 
veo.tatively and to start 
flowerinq. It takes several 
week. tor even the sliohtest 
little bump to appear that 
mioht even BuoO'est a flower 
bud. Is it a new ·seO'ment or a 
bud? Another couple of weeks 
and the shape will tell . Flower 
bud. are short, round and fat, 
new .eqments are flat and wavy. 

Soon the bus will enlarge . Host 
will beqin to show color and 
become pointed. Now this is 
where the nurseryman comes in . 
In his thermostaticall y 
controlled olass house. he can 
either hasten or delay the 
developement of his flowers by 
adjustino the temperatu res 
a nd / or lighting intensities . He 
can decide when he wants t o pu t 
them on the market . You ca n 
purchase one of these plants a s 
a bloominq centerpiece for you r 
holiday table one year, but the 
next year it may not b l oom at 
the same time. You had it 
outside in your yard . You 
fertilized it as you did your 
epis. Watered it the same too , 
so it will bloom at its own 
natural time, unforced b y 
commercial growers. 
Some warm years, 
year, the plants 

like this 
will bloom 

.~ 



earlier. The flowers will be 
small and the yellow colors 
more golden. Cooler weather 
wi 11 add a pink tinqe to the 
yellows and the whites, but the 
flowers will be bigger, as long 
as it does not get too cold. 

People who grow these plants 
have to make sure that they get 
the correct amount of light to 
initiate flowering. Here in San 
Diego , we ca n lea v s- t. hem out 
all year and the plant will 
flower at their own time during 
the holiday season. Plants 
grown indoors need to be placed 
in a room that does not have 

artificial lights on during the 
evening or niqht. Schlumberqera 
need a long night period (short 
day) • 

If you want to hasten the 
flowering , put the plant in a 
warm bright location. 
Conversely, if you want to 
delay the flowering, keep it in 
a cool shady spot. Certain 
nurserymen are starting to ca l l 
this genus of plants "Holiday 
Cacti", a more inclusive name, 
covering a longer sell ing 
per lod. However , my Jewish 
friend calls it her "Hanukkah 
Cactus". 

BLOOMING 
CHRISTMAS CACTUS 

LAST YEAR'S SAL£ OF 8~ING SIZED CHRISTMAS CACTUS WAS SUCH A 
SPECTACULAR SUCCESS THAT WE'V~ gEC1DED TO MAKE THE OFFER AGAIN! 
THESE HUGE PLANTS RANGE FROK 10 DIAMETER'20ALL THE WAY UP TO S-
IN DIAt'lEIER. BUD COUNT SHOUU) RANGE FROM SUDS ALL THE WAY 
UP TO 100 BUDS. 

PRICES RANGE FR~ S7.95 FOR THE 6- BASKETS, AND SlQ.95 FOR THE 
THREE YEAR OU) 8- HANGING BASKETS. 

AVAILABLE: AFTER NoVEKBER lOrH, 1989 

VARIETIES IN BUD 
"GaUl CHARI!" 
·KRIS KRINGLf­

"ROCKET" 
"~VENDER Doll 2" 

"TWILIGHT TANGERINE" 
'CHRISTMAS CHARft" 

"CHRISTMAS IIIIGIC 2" 
"WHITE CHRISTMAS" 
"CHRISTMAS FANTASY" 

THE ABOVE OFFER IS HOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS ISSUED BY RAINBOW 
GARDENS, AND IS ONLY AVAILABLE AT THE NURSERY SITE (NO MAILORDER SALES), 

OFFER VOID AFTER FEB . 1, 1990 
ADDITIQNAI NQIE: OUR MAP, IN THE BACK OF OUR NURSERY CATALOG WILL 
PROVIDE YOU WITH INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO GET TO THE NURSERY. WE EN­
COURAGE YOU TO CALL EARLY AND KAKE YOUR APPOINT~NT fOR YOUR VISIT. 
WE WILL PROBABLY SELL OUT FASTr 
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BY 
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PRESIDENT 
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COR. SEC. 
MEM. SEC. 

DIRECTORS 
1989 

SEAN MINOGUE 
(619) 475-4478 
GUS SCHLAPFER 
PAT BARRETT 
MARGE SCHLAPFER 
MARGARET PETHLEY 
GENE SCHHEDDING 
MARJORIE MARSHALL 

JEAN GRAY, VERNON HOOK 

1990 
MICHELE DAVIS , LINDA HAMMER, 
JOE TRAM 

SDES MEMBERSHIP INFO~~TION 

MEMBERSHIP COST IS $3.00 
PER YEAR PER PERSON OR 
ORGANIZATION (DOMESTIC ) 
$12.00 PER YEAR PER PERSON 
(INTERNATIONAL ) 

SEND INQUIRIES OR CHECK PAYABLE 
TO SDES TO "MEMBERSHIP 
SECRETARY" AT POST OFFICE BOX 
ADDRESS AT LEFT 

EPI NEWS ACCEPTS ADVERTISING 
COPY FROM MEMBERS FOR GARDEN 
RELATED ITEMS AT NO COST. SEND 
TO EDITORIAL ADDRESS AT LEFT. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS INFORMATION 
SHOULD BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE 
SDES EDITORIAL ADDRESS AT LEFT. 

GENERAL MEETINGS ARE HELD THE 
SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH 
AT 7,30 P.M. IN ROOM 101 OF THE 
CASA DEL PRADO IN BALBOA PARK. 
PRE-MEETING WORKSHOPS ARE HELD 
REGULARLY BEFORE THE GENERAL 
MEETING AT 6>30 P.M . IN ROOM 
104. ALL ARE WELCOME. 

MEETINGS OF THE SDES EXECUT I VE 
BOARD ARE HELD THE FOURTH 
WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH IN CaP 
ROOM 105 AT 7,30 P.M. ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 

-' 


