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General Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month. We are doing our best 
to have a presence both in person and online. The 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. and the pre-meeting 
workshop is at 7:00 p.m. The Zoom room will 
open at 7:00 p.m. Check your email for 
instructions and links. Board Meetings are the 
fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., and 
are online. All members are welcome to attend the 
board meeting. If you are interested in attending, 
please request the online Zoom link 
from the Membership Secretary, or the 
President.   
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,ÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×  
Single $15.00 per year. 
Dual $20.00 per year. 
https://san-diego-epiphyllum-soc.square.site/  
 

'ÈÝÌɯ8ÖÜɯ,ÖÝÌËȳ 
If you have moved or recently changed your 
physical OR email address, please update your 
address so that you can continue to receive your 
newsletter without interruption.  
 

Send your updates to:  
San Diego Epiphyllum Society c/o Membership  
P.O. Box 126127, San Diego, CA 92112-6127. 
  

OR email Membership@sdepies.org 
For faster response mail directly to Beth Jackson, 
Membership Secretaryðher address can be found 
in the membership roster.  

.ÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÝÌÙȯ 
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Our 2024 Photo Contest winner for Single 
Bloom is Gail Hatfield with óMagic Car-
petô - AB (HST) 1995 Lavender purple 
with purple edge and orange midstripe. 
Outer petals dark orange with purple 
edge. Overlapping, cup and saucer form. 
Flat basket growth. {L} Reg. #11867 

"ÈÓÌÕËÈÙɯÖÍɯ$ÝÌÕÛÚɯ 
 

January 8 General Meeting  
 11 Safari Park Work Party 1 
 22 Board Meeting 
 25 Safari Park Work Party 
 

February 8 Safari Park Work Party 
 12 General Meeting  
 22 Safari Park Work Party 
 26 Board Meeting 
 

March 8 Safari Park Work Party 
 12 General Meeting  
 22 Safari Park Work Party 
 26 Board Meeting 
May 3 - 4 Epi Sale - SDZWA Safari Park 
 10 -11 Motherôs Day Show & Sale 
 

   1 
Tuesday Work Parties scheduled by team lead. 

https://sdepis.org/
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
https://san-diego-epiphyllum-soc.square.site/
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org
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/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯ"ÖÙÕÌÙɭ%ÙÖÔɯ(ÕÊÖÔÐÕÎɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ"ÈÙÔÌÓÈɯ&ÙÐÚÞÖÓË 
Happy New Year! I am honored to step into the role of President of our 
wonderful Epi Society! As we embrace this new season, Iôm filled with 
excitement for the year ahead. Whether youôre an experienced gardener 
or simply someone who loves the beauty of blooming flowers, we have 
so much to look forward to! 

Our society is a vibrant community, just like the flowers we adore. 
From workshops to garden tours, from learning new techniques to 
sharing the beauty of our favorite blooms, my goal is to foster an 
environment where camaraderie can grow alongside our gardens. 

I was introduced to this hobby when my sister gave me an unknown 
plant that bloomed into an amazing flower. After researching, I discovered epiphyllums, and when we 
moved to San Diego, joining the local society seemed like the perfect way to meet like-minded people. 
I joined the society during the pandemic and made my first purchase online. My first in-person 
meeting in 2022 was unforgettable, especially receiving a 4ò epi plant as a gift! Since then, my 
collection has grown, and my small garden is flourishing. Itôs a joy to share it with my neighbors. 

Our holiday dinner was a great success this year, thanks to Mildred Mikas and everyone who 
contributed to this special event. And a big thank you to our outgoing president, David Cheever, for his 
service over the past two years. 

I encourage each of you to get involved, volunteer, ask questions, share ideas, and, of course, show off 
your beautiful flowers. Letôs make this year one of growth, learning, and fun. I canôt wait to see how 
our society continues to blossom! 

/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɀÚɯ"ÖÙÕÌÙɭ%ÙÖÔɯ.ÜÛÎÖÐÕÎɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ#ÈÝÐËɯ"ÏÌÌÝÌÙ 
I would like to say that I have enjoyed my time as President and would 
like to recap 2024. 

This is our 54th year for the San Diego Epiphyllum Society and we 
have 255 members from all over the world. I would like to remember 
two of our members that have passed away this yearðSam LeRoy 
Peebles, an SDES Honorary Lifetime Member and Vivian Norris who 
was an SDES member for the past 24 years.  

In 2024, we had 27 of our members volunteering over 60 days at the 
San Diego Zoo Safari Park, for a total of 1,759 hours, taking care of 
about 5,000 plants. We worked at 8 local sales and educational events 

in 2024. In May, we also had a successful San Diego Zoo Safari Park two-day Cutting & Plant Sale  

We held our annual Motherôs Day Show & Sale that was highly successful. We hosted a very 
successful EPICON XVII, with wonderful speakers and a great saleðafter the pandemic put a hold on 
this event. We had a great End of Summer Volunteer Party hosted by Dean DeLibertis. 

We had our annual Photo Contest in November. We donated a total of six horticulture scholarships 
between Cuyamaca College, Mira Costa College, and Southwestern College, totaling $5,400 this year. 
And it will be our 55th year anniversary next year! 

Also, I would like to encourage all our members to consider volunteering whenever and however you 
can. It is important that we all contribute to make our Society the best it can be. Your contribution is 
important and makes a difference. Our Society is nothing without you. 
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-ÖÞɯ(ÚɯÛÏÌɯ3ÐÔÌɭ2ÌÈÚÖÕÈÓɯ"ÏÌÊÒÓÐÚÛ 
V Begin to feed with low or no nitrogen fertilizer, such as ñHi Bloomò or ñBloomò. Low/no nitro-

gen fertilizers will have label ratings around 0-10-10 or 2-10-10. Either liquid or time-released 
granules can be used. If liquid is used, another application may be needed in a month. Those plants 
that are not large enough to bloom can be fertilized with a higher nitrogen content, such as 5-10-10.  

V Watch for pests. Keep plants free of debris where pests can breed and hide. Wet weather is 

snail and slug weather. Bait or hand pick them. Spray with insecticides only when necessary and 
follow directions carefully.  

V Protect epies from freezing temperatures. New tender growth is especially susceptible to cold-

er temperatures and winter winds. Be sure to take the measures and precautions necessary to pro-
tect them.  

V Prune out unproductive and unsightly growth to allow more energy to be used by newer and 

healthier branches. However, if you live in an area where your epies will be exposed to more freez-
ing nights, this unproductive or damaged growth will help protect the healthier growth from the 
elements. So, you may want to forgo pruning for a bit longer.  

V Let epies enjoy the winter rains. As long as your epies are in loose draining soil, the rains 

wonôt hurt them and will help wash out the fertilizer salts that can build up in potted plants. If you 
have epies sitting on shelves that are not of the wire shelving type or if they are on tables, make 
sure theyôre not sitting in puddles of water after heavy rains. If you collect rain water for future use, 
store in covered opaque containers to prevent algae build-up and mosquito larvae infestation.  

V Pick ripe apples (seed pods). After removing the seeds from the pod, they can be planted im-

mediately without having to be dried out. However, artificial light and heat may be needed to en-
courage germination.  

V Do not repot plants that you want to bloom this spring. Some buds are already starting their 

earliest formative stages. Once buds set, take precautions to avoid rearranging your plants. Moving 
plantsðeven in their early stagesðcan cause forming buds to drop. If you want to rearrange them, 
be cautious if you do it now.  

,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯȫɯ6ÖÙÒÚÏÖ× 
Pre-Meeting Workshop: The workshop topic for January will 
be ñFertilizing Your Epies for Optimal Growth and Beautyò led by 
Dean DeLibertis. The workshop will be held in Casa Del Prado 
Room 104 at 7:00 p.m.  

January Program: Our January meeting will be held on Janu-
ary 8, 2025 in Casa Del Prado Room 101 at 7:30 p.m. Jerry Moreau 
will discuss ñWomen in Hybridizingò. Pre-meeting workshop Room 
104, 7:00 p.m. Zoom begins at 7:00 p.m. for socializing, and the 
online meeting will join the live meeting at 7:30 p.m.  

December Program: The Holiday Banquet and Installation of 
Officers was held on December 11, 2024 at the Butcher Shop Steak-
house in lieu of our monthly meeting. Barb Alvarez was awarded 
the Roger Chapin Volunteer of the Year Award for her hard work, 
dedication and countless volunteer hours spent to make our Society 
a better organization. Thank you Barb, for all that you do. 

!ÈÙÉɯ ÓÝÈÙÌáɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌÚɯÛÏÌɯ1ÖÎÌÙɯ

"ÏÈ×ÐÕɯ ÞÈÙËɯÍÖÙɯÏÌÙɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȭɯ 
/ÏÖÛÖȯɯ"ÐÕËàɯ#ÌÊÒÌÙɯ 
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Remember the SocietyðSupport your passion, support the Societyôs collection at the San Diego 
Zoo Safari Park. Currently, we have the worldôs largest collection of epiphyllum hybrids and 
epiphytic species on public display. We also have a very unique new display, and to keep it intact 
SDES needs additional funding to maintain it. All money raised goes toward the care of the 
collection and display. We are all volunteers who create and upkeep the display because we are 
passionate about it. All donations are always welcome and greatly appreciated. Consider putting 
SDES and the epiphyllum collection in your will or trust.   

6Ìɯ ÙÌɯ*ÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯÐÕɯ3ÖÜÊÏ 

 

Our members are the most important part of our society. 
Together we create more beauty to enjoy.  

As with any group, we are more effective and stronger 
when we are unified togetherðand our membership 
spans the globe! Although the epies are what bring us 
together at first, lifelong friendships are made in the 
society. Knowledge, plants, passions, and stories of 
those who came before us are shared between membersðand everyone has fun!  

Membership Secretary: Beth Jackson at 858-692-0314 or Membership@sdepies.org     

Newsletter Editor: JK Hendershot at 619-301-3587 or  EpiNews@sdepies.org  

-ÌÞɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚɯ 

Alex Carrillo, San Diego, CA 

*ÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯ8ÖÜɯÐÕɯÖÜÙɯ3ÏÖÜÎÏÛÚɯÈÕËɯ/ÙÈàÌÙÚ 

Gail Hatfield, Jim Nones 

+ÌÍÛȯɯȿ ÚÛÙÖÕÈÜÛɀɯ 
/ÏÖÛÖȯɯ+ÌÖÕÖÙÈɯ1ÖËÙÐÎÜÌáɯ 

6Ìɯ-ÌÌËɯ8ÖÜÙɯ'ÌÓ× 
If you have epies (cuttings or plants), succulents, interest-
ing garden items, or other plants you would like to donate 
to stock and increase the variety of items on our raffle ta-
ble, we need your help. To make a donation or to obtain 
more information on how you can help, please contact di-
rector, and raffle table coordinator, Paula Reynolds via 
email at paularey@aol.com  with your ideas and  questions. 

 

Ɇ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÙÐÕÎȮɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ
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ɭ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯ ÛÞÖÖËɯ 

1ÐÎÏÛȯɯȿ ÔÉÙÖÚÐÈɀɯ 
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ɯɯ2#$2ɯ ÕÕÜÈÓɯ'ÖÓÐËÈàɯ!ÈÕØÜÌÛɯ'ÌÓËɯÐÕɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙ 
The San Diego Epiphyllum Society once again held its annual Holiday Banquet and Installation of Of-
ficers at the Butcher Shop Steakhouse in San Diego on December 11, 2024. 

Over 50 members and guests were in attendance all dressed in their finest holiday attire. The attendees 

were greeted by Patricia Neal and Gerry Mikas, who checked in members and provided each with a 
raffle ticket, and directed those who brought a gift for the gift exchange to the gift exchange table.  

The room was beautifully decorated for the holiday season, and while members were settling in to their 
tables, pictures were taken of all of those in attendance, and are provided on the following two pages 

for your enjoyment. 

Mildred Mikas, our Master of Ceremonies, welcomed the attendees. The business portion of the meet-
ing was also held and the societyôs budget was approved and new officers were recognized (see photo 
below left). David Cheever, our outgoing president, thanked each board member (see photo below 

right) with a giftðwhich was a token of his appreciation, as he passed the torch to Carmela Griswold 
who was elected our new president effective January 2025. 

After the business concluded, the wait staff began serving our meal. The dinner was amazingðas is 
the Butcher Shop traditionðwith a selection of entrees, including filet minion, for the main course and 

delicious cheesecake topped with caramel drizzle for dessert. Everyone had a chance to visit, and catch 
up with friends while enjoying their dinner. Centerpieces were also given to a guest sitting at each ta-
ble. 

After dinner, a raffle was held with various prizes which included some coveted epi cuttings, garden 

supplies and garden gift certificates. Dean DeLibertis provided 4ò potted  epies to each attendee, and 
included óDon Crainô, and óAmerican Beautyôðto mention a few. Everyone in attendance went home 
a winner. Following the raffle, those who brought gifts for the gift exchange participated and took 

home many of the treasures that were beautifully wrapped and decorated for the exchange. 

Following the gift exchange, David Cheever, recognized Barb Alvarez, who was named recipient of 
the Roger Chapin Award for 2024 for all of her hard work, volunteering and dedication to the society  

Another successful SDES event to ring in the holidays. We also remembered those members who were 
unable to attend this year due to illness or scheduling conflicts, and a moment of silence was observed 

for those members who had passed during the course of the year. 

A special thank you to Mildred Mikas, Gerry Mikas and Patricia Neal for their hard work in organiz-
ing, coordinating, and going back and forth to make sure everyone had an excellent and enjoyable ex-
perience. 
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President  Carmela Griswold  
   President@sdepis.org   
  
1st Vice President  Dean DeLibertis  
   Programs  Programs@sdepis.org 
 

2nd Vice President Sandra Chapin 
   Motherôs Day Show MothersDay@sdepis.org 
 

Treasurer  Gerry Mikas  

   Treasurer@sdepis.org  
 

Recording Secretary Elizabeth Vigil   
   Recording@sdepis.org 
  
Membership Secretary Beth Jackson  
   Membership@sdepis.org  
  
Director 2025-26  Ken Maculan   
   Directors@sdepis.org 
 

Director 2025-26 Olivia Ybarra  
   Directors@sdepis.org 
   

Director 2024-25 Linda Bennett  

   Directors@sdepis.org 
 

Director 2024-25 Oliver LaPuebla  
   Directors@sdepis.org 
 

Immediate Past Pres. David Cheever  
                   PastPresident@sdepis.org 
    

Sales Table & Events Cindy Decker &  
   Dean Delibertis 
   Salestable@sdepis.org  
   SalesEvents@sdepis.org 
   

Garden Caravan  OPEN  
   GardenCaravan@sdepis.org 
 

Holiday Banquet  Mildred Mikas  
   Banquet@sdepis.org 
 

Internet/Webmaster Gilbert Hatfield 
Deputy Webmaster David Cheever  
   Webmaster@sdepis.org 
 

Workshops    OPEN  
   Workshops@sdepis.org 
 

Safari Park    Beth Jackson & Ron Crain 
   SafariPark@sdepis.org 
 

CSSA Affiliate Rep Jerry Moreau  
   CSSA@sdepis.org 
 

EpiNews Editor  JK Hendershot  
   EpiNews@sdepis.org 
 

Research & Education Linda Sinkovic   
   Research@sdepis.org 
 

SDBGF Rep  Patricia Neal  
   SDBGF@sdepis.org  
 

Librarian  Marie Dempewolf  
   Librarian@sdepis.org 
 

Historian  Patricia Neal   
   Historian@sdepis.org 
 

Raffle Table   Paula Reynolds   
   Raffles@sdepis.org 
 

Hospitality  Barb Alvarez 
   Hospitality@sdepis.org  
 

Name Tags/  Gerry Mikas  
Internet P.O.S.  Store@sdepis.org 
 

Refreshments  David Cheever 
   Refreshments@sdepis.org 
 

Social Media  Nan Chen 
 

Publicity  OPEN  
   Publicity@sdepis.org 
 

2ÖÊÐÌÛàɯ.ŚÊÌÙÚȮɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙÚɯÈÕËɯ"ÖÖÙËÐÕÈÛÖÙÚɯÍÖÙɯƖƔƖƙɯ 

2#$2ɯ ÕÕÜÈÓɯ'ÖÓÐËÈàɯ!ÈÕØÜÌÛɯ'ÌÓËɯÐÕɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯȹ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËȺ 

/ÏÖÛÖÚȯɯ)*ɯ'ÌÕËÌÙÚÏÖÛɯ 

mailto:President@sdepis.org?subject=President
mailto:Programs@sdepis.org?subject=Programs
mailto:MothersDay@sdepis.org?subject=Mother's%20Day
mailto:Treasurer@sdepis.org?subject=Treasurer
mailto:Recording@sdepis.org?subject=Recording%20Secretary
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org?subject=Membership
mailto:Directors@sdepis.org
mailto:Directors@sdepis.org
mailto:Directors@sdepis.org
mailto:Directors@sdepis.org
mailto:PastPresident@sdepis.org
mailto:Salestable@sdepis.org?subject=Meeting%20Sales%20Table
mailto:SalesEvents@sdepis.org?subject=Sales
mailto:GardenCaravan@sdepis.org?subject=Garden%20Caravan
mailto:Banquet@sdepis.org?subject=Banquet
mailto:Webmaster@sdepis.org?subject=Webmaster
mailto:Workshops@sdepis.org
mailto:SafariPark@sdepis.org?subject=Safari%20Park
mailto:CSSA@sdepis.org?subject=CSSA
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
mailto:Research@sdepis.org?subject=SDES%20Research
mailto:SDBGF@sdepis.org?subject=SDBGF
mailto:Librarian@sdepis.org?subject=SDES%20Library
mailto:Historian@sdepis.org
mailto:Raffles%20@sdepis.org?subject=Raffle
mailto:Hospitality@sdepis.org
mailto:Store@sdepis.org
mailto:Refreshments@sdepis.org
mailto:Publicity@sdepis.org




https://www.unc.edu/discover/the-surprising-benefits-of-caring-for-plants/
https://www.unc.edu/discover/the-surprising-benefits-of-caring-for-plants/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-third-age/201403/5-reasons-why-you-should-volunteer
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-third-age/201403/5-reasons-why-you-should-volunteer
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-third-age/201403/5-reasons-why-you-should-volunteer
https://adamgiaquinto.medium.com/the-value-of-long-term-volunteering-commitments-09bb4de13e19
https://adamgiaquinto.medium.com/the-value-of-long-term-volunteering-commitments-09bb4de13e19
https://adamgiaquinto.medium.com/the-value-of-long-term-volunteering-commitments-09bb4de13e19






Click%20on%20https:/sandiegozoowildlifealliance.org/jobs/volunteer%20for%20more%20info
https://sdzsafaripark.org/animals/epiphyllum-trail
https://animals.sandiegozoo.org/index.php/plants/epiphyllum
https://animals.sandiegozoo.org/index.php/plants/epiphyllum


mailto:aclarasd@aol.com?subject=Epi%20Wish%20List
mailto:forrestkehbrecht@yahoo.com
mailto:casey@yogawithcasey.com
mailto:calcolors@gmail.com
mailto:OliverRyanLP@gmail.com
mailto:folklorist@gmail.com
mailto:pafmerriam@gmail.com
mailto:jan46@gmail.com
mailto:paularey@aol.com
mailto:jwakefield.home@gmail.com


mailto:webmaster@sdepis.org


https://epihaven.com/
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world
http://www.epiphyllum.online
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/emeraldmoonepiphyllums/
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/
https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/
http://epiphyllums.org/
https://www.mastergardenersd.org/
http://www.sdbgf.org/
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/
https://www.sdturtle.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/511560205668403
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News







