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General Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month. We are doing our best 
to have a presence both in person and online. The 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. and the pre-meeting 
workshop is at 7:00 p.m. The Zoom room will 
open at 7:00 p.m. Check your email for 
instructions and links. Board Meetings are the 
fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., and 
are online. All members are welcome to attend the 
board meeting. If you are interested in attending, 
please request the online Zoom link 
from the Membership Secretary, or the 
President.   
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'ÈÝÌɯ8ÖÜɯ,ÖÝÌËȳ 
If you have moved or recently changed your 
physical OR email address, please update your 
address so that you can continue to receive your 
newsletter without interruption.  
 

Send your updates to:  
San Diego Epiphyllum Society c/o Membership  
P.O. Box 126127, San Diego, CA 92112-6127. 
  

OR email Membership@sdepies.org 
For faster response mail directly to Beth Jackson, 
Membership Secretaryðher address can be found 
on the membership roster.  
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2025 MDS Presidentôs Choice Trophy goes to 
Dean DeLibertis for: óTwizzlerô - DP (GAM) 2021 
Inner petals fuchsia half way up turning orange on 
top. Pink edge half way up changing to purple. 
White edge in throat. Over thirty shiny petals. Out-
er petals narrow red with darker edge. Style near 
top. Overlapping, reflexed, cup and saucer. Tall, 
flat basket growth. {L} óAlakazamô x óex Natô. 
Reg. #15112 

"ÈÓÌÕËÈÙɯÖÍɯ$ÝÌÕÛÚɯ 

 

June 11 General Meeting  
 14 Safari Park Work Party 1 
 14 -15 San Diego County Fair - Del Mar Fairgrounds 

 25 Board Meeting 
 28 Safari Park Work Party 
 

July 9 General Meeting  
 12 Safari Park Work Party 
 19 - 20 San Diego Turtle & Tortoise Event 
 23 Board Meeting 
 26 Safari Park Work Party 
 

August 9 Safari Park Work Party 
 13 General Meeting  
 23 Safari Park Work Party  
 27 Board Meeting 
 

   1 
Tuesday events will be coordinated by the Tuesday shift coordinator. 

https://sdepis.org/
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
https://san-diego-epiphyllum-soc.square.site/
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org
https://www.sdfair.com/
https://www.sdturtle.org/events
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ñSweet April showers do spring May flowers,ò wrote Thomas Tusser in 
the 1500sðand how true that is! My epi garden was bursting with 
blooms just in time for our annual Motherôs Day Show & Sale. What 
perfect timing! 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to Sandra Chapin, Patricia Neal, Dean 
DeLibertis and Cindy Decker for organizing a flawless show and sale, 
and to all the members who contributed their time and energy to make it 
another success. I know many of you also worked very hard, hauling 
equipment, preparing cuttings, and helping with all of the logistical 
details. Please know how grateful I amðas we are so fortunate to have 
such dedicated members in our community.  

Choosing the perfect winning bloom for the Presidentôs Choice Trophy was no easy taskðas every 
flower was stunning! But in the end, I selected óTwizzlerô, submitted by Dean DeLibertis. It was a 
blind selection, so no, I didnôt know who the entrant was when I made the choice! 

Just two weeks later, we enjoyed our Garden Caravan, visiting three membersô beautiful epi gardens. It 
was a joy to see how each of them display and care for their epies. I attended the caravan three years 
ago, and it truly shaped the way I now display my plantsðwhich was especially helpful since I donôt 
have a large garden. If you havenôt joined us yet, I encourage you to come along next year. We 
wrapped up the day with a lovely lunch and some great raffle prizesðeveryone went home a winner! 

Wishing you all a joyful and memorable summer. Happy summertime!  Warm Regards, 

,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯȫɯ6ÖÙÒÚÏÖ× 
Pre-Meeting Workshop: Juneôs pre-meeting workshop ñRepotting those Undernourished and Unruly 
Epiesò - led by Jerry Moreau. The workshop will be held in Casa Del Prado Room 104 at 7:00 p.m. 

June Program: Our June meeting will be held on June 11, 2025 in Casa Del Prado Room 101 at 
7:30 p.m. Pre-meeting workshop Room 104, 7:00 p.m. Zoom begins at 7:00 p.m. for socializing, and 
the online meeting will join the live meeting at 7:30 p.m. Min Shan, from the Master Gardener Associ-
ation of San Diego County will discuss ñGardening in San Diego: Itôs Climate, Soil, Suitable Plants 
and Practicesò. 

May Program: Our May meeting was held on May 14, 2025 in Casa Del Prado Room 101 at 7:30 
p.m. As is our May tradition, a Mini-Show was held along with memories of our past Motherôs Day 
Shows.  
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Remember the SocietyðSupport your passion, support the Societyôs collection at the San Diego 
Zoo Safari Park. Currently, we have the worldôs largest collection of epiphyllum hybrids and 
epiphytic species on public display. We also have a very unique new display, and to keep it intact 
SDES needs additional funding to maintain it. All money raised goes toward the care of the 
collection and display. We are all volunteers who create and upkeep the display because we are 
passionate about it. All donations are always welcome and greatly appreciated. Consider putting 
SDES and the epiphyllum collection in your will or trust.   

6Ìɯ ÙÌɯ*ÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯÐÕɯ3ÖÜÊÏ 

 

Our members are the most important part of our society. 
Together we create more beauty to enjoy.  

As with any group, we are more effective and stronger 
when we are unified togetherðand our membership 
spans the globe! Although the epies are what bring us 
together at first, lifelong friendships are made in the 
society. Knowledge, plants, passions, and stories of 
those who came before us are shared between membersðand everyone has fun!  

Membership Secretary: Beth Jackson at 858-692-0314 or Membership@sdepies.org     

Newsletter Editor: JK Hendershot at 619-301-3587 or  EpiNews@sdepies.org  

-ÌÞɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚ 
Katherina Adams and Ben Frable, San Diego, CA 

Sara Albanil, San Diego, CA 

Marina Baugher, La Mesa, CA 

Teresa Beckwith, San Diego, CA 

Christopher Carnes, Imperial Beach, CA 

Donald Chadwick, San Diego, CA 

Renee Ciufo, La Mesa, CA 

Leslie Costi, San Diego, CA 

Connie Davis, Bonita, CA 

Aprilyn and Thomas Diaz, El Cajon, CA 

Marisa Earll, San Diego, CA 

Tanya Estes, Carlsbad, CA 

Steve and Suzi Gay, San Diego, CA 

Julie Glance, Escondido, CA 

Randy Houston, La Mesa, CA 

Thomas Ingwers, San Diego, CA 

Ray and Miki Koski, La Mesa, CA 

Annie Lee and Martin Pirsic, San Diego, CA 

Laurence Lhoest, La Mesa, CA 

Florfina and Allan Manangan, San Diego, CA 

Femy Navarro-Lee, Chula Vista, CA 

Susan Ostanik, Carlsbad, CA 

Michele Reed, Vista, CA 

Edward Ross, San Diego, CA 

Clifford Rutt, San Diego, CA 

Glen Skinner, El Cajon, CA 

Romy and Lydia Tanciangco, San Diego, CA 

Mark Taylor, Oceanside, CA 

Eva Vargas, Wilmington, CA 
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6Ìɯ-ÌÌËɯ8ÖÜÙɯ'ÌÓ× 
If you have epies (cuttings or plants), succulents, inter-
esting garden items, or other plants you would like to 
donate to stock and increase the variety of items on our 
raffle table, we need your help. To make a donation or 
to obtain more information on how you can help, 
please contact director, and raffle table coordinator, 
Paula Reynolds via email at paularey@aol.com  with 
your ideas and  questions. 
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V Remove any spent blossoms. Be sure to leave a quarter of an inch of stem attached to the are-

ola to avoid any damage to the plant.  

V Time to pick the apples. Remove any unwanted apples (dried blossoms which form a seed 

pod) if you donôt plan to use the seeds. Also, be carful who is around if you do call them apples! 

V Break out your mister garden hose attachment. With warmer, drier days ahead, begin mist-

ing epies. Bloom season can take a toll on plants, so help them plump up for the hot days ahead. A 
short ñshowerò in the morning may help your plants thrive between regular watering.  

V Check for snails, aphids and ants. Ants are attracted to the nectar in flowering buds, but do 

no damage to epies. However, their presence is an indication that mealy bugs (which are brought in 
by ants) may be on the plant or in the soil. Small infestations may be controlled with a 50-50 solu-
tion of water and isopropyl alcohol. Larger infestations may require chemical treatment such as 
Malathion. When using chemicals to control pests, be sure to read labels and follow the instructions 
provides completely.  

V Keep your epies moist. Donôt allow the soil in your pots to dry out. Remember, clay pots tend to 

dry out much quicker than plastic pots.  

V Resume a balanced feeding. You can go back to feeding your epies a óbalancedô or ócompleteô 

fertilizer, now that blooming season is almost over. Choose a fertilizer where ñN-P-Kò are about 
equal, for example 8-10-10ðor a standard 10-10-10.  

V Fertilize leaves and foliage. A mild solution of liquid fertilizer makes an excellent foliar mist 

and can add extra vigor to plants with visible results.  

V Plant new cuttings or repot older plants. Remember to wait at least seven days before water-

ing freshly repotted plants to avoid the root system from becoming too wet.  

V Plant your seeds. If youôre trying your hand at hybridization, last yearôs seeds can be planted now. 

Be sure to shade them from bright light, keep them warm, and avoid any drafts or cooler air.  

 ɯ2×ÌÊÐÈÓɯ1ÌÊÖÎÕÐÛÐÖÕɯȫɯ3ÏÈÕÒÚɯ 
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SDES would like to give special thanks and recognize all of our 
members who made our 2025 Motherôs Day Show & Sale a tremen-
dous success. 

A special thank you to Cindy Decker and Dean DeLibertis for the 
hard work and dedication over the last year in preparing, caring for, 
and fostering plant inventoryðas well as sourcing cuttings. 

Thanks to Sandra Chapin and Patricia Neal for all the difficult work 
and attention to detail that went into the coordination of the show. 
Also, to Beth Jackson and team, who had the very tough task of judg-
ing all the beautiful entries. 

Thanks to everyone who donated cuttings, who helped set up, tear 
town, move, haul, and load show fixtures and plantsðand to those 
who worked the sale, cashiers Gerry Mikas and Beth, and the sales 
team we thanks you. If we missed youðthank you! 
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San Diego Epiphyllum Society members, and 
friends and members in our sister societies are sad-
dened to hear the news of the passing of SDES 
Honorary Life Member Bill Greene, of Lemon 
Grove, Calif. Bill was born on October 29, 1928, 
and passed away at age 96, on Monday, April 28, 
2025. He was proceeded in death by his wife Nan-
nette, who passed away in 2003. 
 
Although Bill was no longer 
able to be active in the soci-
ety, he still made contribu-
tions. Barb Alvarez shared a 
photo of Bill (shown right) 
sitting in his lounge chair 
cutting small white alumi-
num mini blinds into plant 
markers, which could be 
used by the society at the 
Safari Park. Bill would also 
attend society events when 
he could, and attended one 
of our recent Member Ap-
preciation Events hosted by 
Dean DeLibertis, where we 
recognized and celebrated 
Billôs birthday. Several of 
our SDES members remained in close contact with 
Bill and would regularly visit him. 
 
As we celebrate his life, we encourage you to 
share your memories of Bill. Linda Sinkovic 
shared the following memory: ñI joined the San 
Diego Epiphyllum Society in summer 2005. It was 
at the first meeting I attended where I met Bill 
Greene. Over the years, I got to know him a little 
better, though I never got to know him really well.  

Despite that, Bill was just good to be around; he 
was upbeat and happy. He was kind and gener-
ousðhe gave me a staghorn fern once, and anoth-
er time a Japanese book on flower arranging. 
Sometimes we would talk about plants. Board 
meetings were always better when Bill would show 
up.  

I admired Bill for his good humor and joy of life. 
He was a good person and will be greatly 
missed.ò  

The following article is a reprint from Epi News 
September 2004 issue, and was written by Dick 

France: One of my favorite people in the society is 
a man that is the sort that sees something that 
needs doing and he just does it. Heôs always early 
to the meetings, always working at the Wild Ani-
mal Park (SDZWA Safari Park) and in general is 
one of those few that makes things happen in the 
San Diego Epiphyllum Society. I am speaking of 
Bill Greene.  

Bill has no desire to run 
things or to ñbeò somebody 
in the organization; he just 
likes to see things get done. 
Heôs been running, along 
with Sam Peebles, the plant 
and cuttings table at the 
monthly meetings, and is 
doing a great job of it. Heôs 
overseen distribution of cut-
tings to volunteers that pot 
them up for sale at the Moth-
erôs Day Sale and other 
events.  

Bill is a pretty good grower 
in his own right, and has a 
great collection of epies. He 

also has some magnificent staghorn ferns! Bill 
lives in Spring Valley, Calif. with his close canine 
companion ñFoxy.ò That dog hates to see him get 
out of her sight. Bill lost his wife of many years 
last fall, and we all shared his pain. He is just now 
recovering from knee joint replacement, which has 
made maneuvering around his sloped property 
quite a challenge. He has family close by, and Sam 
Peebles and several of us from the society check in 
with him and offer óto water and suchô. He is mak-
ing a remarkable recovery, due mostly to his great 
attitude! He is so well thought of that Judy John-
son offered to drive from Valley Center to Spring 
Valley to water his plants!  

Bill is always happy to pitch in and help or donate 
time, plants or whatever. At the Motherôs Day Pre-
sale, a woman was upset that all of the flowering 
plants were already sold. Bill told her he would 
bring in one of his flowering plants on Sunday if 
she would return to purchase it. Well, she never 
showed, but Bill did bring in a lovely flowering 
plant. Somebody told him to put it on the raised 
stage area of the show for safe-keeping, awaiting 
the óno-showô customer. Guess what, 

2#$2ɯ,ÖÙÕÚɯÛÏÌɯ/ÈÚÚÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ'+ɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙɯ!ÐÓÓɯ&ÙÌÌÕÌɯ 

Continued 
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when the Judges were done, Billôs plant had a first place ribbon! He normally enters nothing in the 
show, being content to just help out the sales area. Sometimes good things happen to good people.  

Many of our regular meeting attendees know Bill, as he has probably helped you out with something 
along the way. Others may not know who Iôm talking about. As I say, he likes to keep a low profile and 
only speaks up and asks questions, because his hearing isnôt what it used to be. By the way, he had no 
idea I was writing this about him. 

From the January 2014 issue of Epi News then President Ron Crain writes in reference to the recent 
Holiday Banquet held in December 2013: At the Banquet, I had the privilege of awarding the 2013 
Roger Chapin Memorial award to long-time SDES member, Bill Greene. The Roger Chapin Award 
was established in 2009, as an annual award presented for outstanding service to the San Diego Epi-
phyllum Society. Bill has volunteered for fifteen years at the Safari Park, taking care of our big collec-
tion of plants and doing whatever needed to be done there.  

Bill has raised many, many plants and cuttings for our Society at his home. He has participated at most 
of our plant Sales, including those at the Safari Park and our Motherôs Day Show for all of that time 
too. In 2014, Bill will serve on the SDES Board as Director for the third year in a row. Thank you, Bill, 
for your outstanding service. 

Bill avoided the spotlight, but his work had a profound impact on us all, and heôll be deeply missed. 
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,ÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ#Èàɯ2ÏÖÞɯƖƔƖƙɯ1ÌÚÜÓÛÚɯÈÕËɯ6ÐÕÕÌÙÚɯ 
Jacob W. & Miriam Troxell Trophy, Div. I  
1. Michal McKee 
2. Sandra Chapin  
3. Carmela Griswold 
HM  David Cheever 
HM Paula Reynolds  
 

Jacob W. & Miriam Troxell Trophy, Div. II  
1. No entries. 
   
Gus and Marge Schlapfer Award  
1. Jerry Moreau  
2. Barb Alvarez  
3. NA  
HM  NA 
 
Mildred and Gerry Mikas Award  
1. Sandra Chapin  
2. NA 
3. NA 
 
Richard G. Latimer Jr. (Educational) 
1. Janice Wakefield 
2. Patricia Neal 
3. Janice Wakefield 
 
Walter & Penny Bunker Trophy   
1. Janine Topell 
2. Janine Topell 
3. Beth Jackson 
HM  NA 
 
Eva Clover Society Trophy  
1. Vicki Pham ï Clarityôs Antigone  
2. Cookie Bui ï Apache Magic 
3. Doug Hillman ï Seven Seas  
HM  Dean DeLibertis ï Hideo Miki  
HM  Vicki Pham ï Fantasy Dragon  
 
William & Ruth Nelson (Best Plant) 
1. Beth Jackson ï Rhipsalis goebeliana 
2. Beth Jackson ï Rhipsalis floccose ssp. unk. 
3. NA 
 
Buddy Hurst Trophy  
1. Paula Reynolds ï Burmese Ruby 
2. Barb Alvarez ï Rustling Flame 
3. NA  
 
Don & Judy Francis Award for Small Blooms  
1. Linda Bennet ï Elmira Paetz 
2. Paula Reynolds ï Kiwi Honey Bright 
3. Michal McKee ï April Showers  
3.     Patricia Neal ï Incaôs Golden Dream  
HM  Michal McKee ï English Rose    
 

Presidentôs Choice 
Dean DeLibertis ï Twizzler 
 
George French Best Hybrid  
1. Paula Reynolds ï Peg óNô Peri 
2. Paula Reynolds ï Bozo 
3. Patricia Neal ï French Gold 
HM   Mildred Mikas ï Willow Wand  
HM  Paula Reynolds ï Apache Trail  
 

Don Patterson Award for Best Unregistered 
Seedling  
1. Jerry Moreau ï Over The Top x Esther Clark  
2. Doug Hillman ï Dracula Ex Nat 
3. Beth Jackson ï Blacklight x Tele 
4. Doug Hillman ï Dracula Ex Nat 
 
LeBlanc Novice Trophy  
1. No entries 
 
Bob and Lois Burks Trophy for Best Extra 
Large Hybrid  
1. Patricia Neal ï You Jane 
2. Dean DeLibertis ï Orangutan 
3. Carmela Griswold ï Fantasy Dragon 
 
Exhibitorôs Best  
1. Sandra Chapin ï Santee 
2. Sandra Chapin ï Don Crain 
3. Paula Reynolds ï Falling In Love 
4. David Cheever ï Winners Circle 
5. Carmela Griswold ï Kiwi Gold Edition 
6. Michal McKee ï Golden Pearl  
7. Jerry Moreau ï Don Crain 
8. Barb Alvarez ï Sigmund  
 
Peopleôs Choice Trophy 
1. Jerry Moreau ï Don Crain  
2. Mildred Mikas ï Kiwi Treasure Box  
3. Lori Brandt ï Ruby Pinwheel   
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This yearôs Peopleôs Choice table featured a wide variety of beautiful Epiphyllum hybrids. In keeping 
with our theme of celebrating our 55th year, the Epiphyllum Society of America Founderôs Award which 
SDES was awarded in 2008 was displayed in the center of the table. As usual, what all us epi growers 
think is going to be the winning flower, visitors always surprise us with what attracts them the most.  
Thereôs simply no predicting which flower is going to be chosen although óDon Crainô is proving to be 
a perennial favorite. 

The Society Table is where everyone who doesnôt have an individual display can enter six flowers. Our 
great blooming season was evident here with a large selection of flowers. Celebrating SDESôs 55th was 
continued here with a very long light blue cloth banner with óSan Diego Epiphyllum Societyô embroi-
dered in gold. This banner was used at SDES events in the 1980s.Throughout the show room were 
small displays commemorating SDESô history including our years at the Wild Animal/Safari Park, doc-
uments marking SDES milestones and more than 50 yearsô of show themes.  
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