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General Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month. We are doing our best 
to have a presence both in person and online. The 
meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. and the pre-meeting 
workshop is at 7:00 p.m. The Zoom room will 
open at 7:00 p.m. Check your email for 
instructions and links. Board Meetings are the first 
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., and are 
online. All members are welcome to attend the 
board meeting. If you are interested in 
attending, please request the online 
Zoom link from the Membership 
Secretary, or the President.   
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Membership  
Single $15.00 per year. 
Dual $20.00 per year. 
https://san-diego-epiphyllum-soc.square.site/  
 

Have You Moved? 
If you have moved or recently changed your 
physical OR email address, please update    
your address so that you can continue to  
receive  your newsletter without interruption.  
 

Send your updates to:  
San Diego Epiphyllum Society c/o Membership  
P.O. Box 126127, San Diego, CA 92112-6127. 
  

OR email Membership@sdepis.org 
For faster response mail directly to Beth 
Jackson, Membership Secretary—their address 
can be found on the membership roster.  

On the Cover: 

September 2026 

 

Photo:   

Gilbert Hatfield 

Mildred Mikas captured 1st Place in the 
Mother's Day People’s Choice category 
with. ‘Don Crain’ - DTO 2018 Inner petals 
red with a light purple edge. Outer petals 
orange with a purple edge. Wide petals with 
heavy substance. Double, bell form. Tall, 
thick, flat growth. {XL} ‘Falling In Love’ × 
‘Jeffrey Kida’. Reg. #14799  

Calendar of Events  
 

Sept. 1-30 SDES Photo Contest entries accepted 
 2 Board Meeting 
 9 General Meeting  
 12 SDES Member Appreciation @Dean’s 
 

October 6 ESA Potluck and Silent Auction new date 
 7 Board Meeting 
 14 General Meeting 
 17-18  SD Fall Home/Garden Show, Del Mar 
 

November 4 Board Meeting 
 12 General Meeting Note day change to Thursday 
 

December 2 Board Meeting 
  

 16 SDES Holiday Banquet new date 
 

https://sdepis.org/
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
https://san-diego-epiphyllum-soc.square.site/
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3035+E+7th+St,+National+City,+CA+91950/@32.6855943,-117.0756695,15z/data=!4m16!1m9!3m8!1s0x80d95186e5b9a89d:0x2a56a1ad3e15a073!2s3035+E+7th+St,+National+City,+CA+91950!3b1!8m2!3d32.6857288!4d-117.0759011!10e5!16s%2Fg%2F11c
https://fall.sandiegohomegardenshows.com/
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We Are Keeping in Touch and New Members 

 

Our members are the most important part of our 
society. Together we create more beauty for all to 
enjoy.  

As with any group, we are more effective and 
stronger when we are unified together—and our 
membership spans the globe! Although the epies 
are what bring us together at first, lifelong 
friendships are made in the society. Knowledge, 
plants, passions, and stories of those who came before us are shared between members—and everyone 
has fun!  

Membership Secretary: Beth Jackson at 858-692-0314 or Membership@sdepis.org     

Newsletter Editor: JK Hendershot at 619-301-3587 or  EpiNews@sdepis.org  

‘Fusae Wakanishi’ DTO 
Photo: Don Crain 

We Need Your Help with Raffle Table Items 
If you have epiphyllums (cuttings or plants), succulents, species, interesting garden items, or other 
plants you would like to donate to stock and increase the variety of items on our raffle table, we need 
your help. To make a donation or to obtain more information on how you can help, please contact our 
raffle table coordinator, Paula Reynolds via email at paularey@aol.com with your ideas and questions. 
We are always looking for fun and exciting new items. 

“Keep some room in your heart  
for the Unimaginable.”  

— Mary Oliver, Evidence: Poems  

‘Sedona Sunset’ SHI 
Photo: Don Crain 

 

 

New Members 
 

Susanne Hofstra, Hastings, MN 

Keeping You in Our Thoughts and Prayers 
 

Emily Lovci and Lisa Million,                                     
Jim Nones, Gail Hatfield 

mailto:Membership@sdepis.org?subject=Membership
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
mailto:paularey@aol.com
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President’s Corner—From President Dean DeLibertis 
Dear SDES Members:  

Ask not what the San Diego Epiphyllum Society can do for you, but what 
you can do for The Society. As we approach that time to begin the 
election process again, we are looking for members to step up. I must say 
this year became a very calm, very productive, and very satisfying year. 
We now look to our members to step up and carry the torch to serve The 
Society.  

As this is an election, not an appointment, all seats and are available for 
your consideration. If there is something special that you want, desire—or 
a direction in which you would like to guide the club; please reach out 

and have a conversation with any of our board members.  

I would very much like to focus my time back on sales. Without the Safari Park to replenish and store 
our stock, we have a challenge ahead of us. As these challenges and hurdles arise, I will reach out and 
ask for help. If you can please jump in. I try to make it painless and fun—and occasionally education 
along the way.  

Don’t forget the SDES Member Appreciation Event is set for September 12, 2026. We look forward to 
seeing you there and at our upcoming September meeting. 

                 

Meeting Program & Workshop 
Pre-Meeting Workshop: The September  pre-meeting workshop topic is yet to be determined, and 
will be announced prior to the September meeting. The workshop will be held in Casa Del Prado Room 
104 at 7:00 p.m. 

September Program: Our September  meeting will be held on September  9, 2026 in Casa Del Pra-
do Room 101 at 7:30 p.m. Our program will take a look at “Small Flowering Epiphyllum”. Often over-
looked in comparison to their larger siblings, small epies typically have a longer bloom cycle and can 
provide nearly year-round enjoyment. You won’t want to miss this informative presentation on these 
beautiful small flowers. Zoom begins at 7:00 p.m. for socializing, and the online meeting will join the 
live meeting at 7:30 p.m.  

August Program: Our August meeting was held on August 12, 2026 in Casa Del Prado Room 101. 
Our guest speaker Julie Turko, who is with the Lakeside River Park, discussed “The San Diego River 
Watershed.”  

Paula Reynolds shared  
photos of  her Selenicereus 

validus (a.k.a. Sid Vicious) 
which is currently blooming 

She writes that it has 
a STRONG scent of milk 

chocolate and her living room 
smells amazing! (Which 
makes the pokies tolera-

ble!) Too bad, it is only here 
for a few hours.   

  
Photos: Paula Reynolds  
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Now Is the Time—Seasonal Checklist 
 Maintain good grooming. Eliminate unsightly and non-productive branches. This directs the 

plant’s energy into the healthier branches which will produce stronger blooms next spring. Branches 
that have grown long should be in hanging baskets or trellised.  

 Protect plants from excessive, direct sunlight. Although the end of summer  is in sight, in 

Southern California we can still anticipate some very hot days. 

 Prevent soil from drying out. Also, keep an eye on the humidity. Even though it may be very 

hot, too much watering during humid weather can contribute to root rot. Make sure there is air cir-
culation around your pots. 

 Protect new growth from wind damage. Hot, dry Santa Ana winds blow in September . Keep 

an eye on your plants during these days. 

 Protect apples (seed pods) from birds and rodents. Birds, rodents, and raccoons love to feast 

on them.  

 Give plants a final feeding. Use a balanced fer tilizer  (10-10-10) for the fall growing season to 

nourish you plants. 

 Mist or hose down branches to clean off dirt and pollutants. With the hot summer  weather  

letting up a bit, occasional misting or spraying is beneficial.  

 Some “die-back” is natural in epies. Fall is the season you’ll see this, along with some tender, 

green, new growth. 

 Many species plants bud and bloom now. Remember  to give them some fer tilizer  and don’t 

move plants that are budding. 

 Watch for pests. Late summer  and ear ly fall is an active time for  snails. Dur ing dry weather , 

snails and slugs are drawn to moist, potted plants. As many can attest, snails and slugs can destroy 
your mature plants. 

 

‘Texas Flame’ WCx042(HST) 
Photo: Don Crain 

‘Niko San’ SHI 
Photo: Don Crain 
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Steve’s shade house in Western Australia. 

I know I said ‘Next time I will talk about the new 
Joël Lodé book set, Taxonomy of the Cactaceae’.  
However that discussion is going to have to wait.  
This time I want to say a little about Steve Pincott. 

Steve was a hybridizer of epicacti who lived in 
Lesmurdie, up in the hills to the east of Perth, 
Western Australia.1 We met online in a plant fo-
rum and I can’t remember the exact date when we 
became friends—some time before 2009, since 
that year we went to Australia and visited him and 
his wife Nola. They were friendly, hospitable, and 
wonderful people. In 2009, when we visited them 
at their home for lunch, we though that we would 
leave after an hour or so. Instead we had a great 
time and ended up staying until 2 A.M.2 

We stayed friends and had a long email corre-
spondence, discussing epicacti naturally and gar-
dening in general. We also discussed politics pret-

ty extensively.3 And everything that I know about 
cricket and Aussie Rules footy4 is because of Ste-
ve’s explanations.5 

Steve was a good guy and I always enjoyed read-
ing mail from him. He would send goofy cartoons 
and photos of epicacti, many of them varieties that 
aren’t grown in the US. Of his own hybrids, he 
has nine registrations in the ESA Registry,6 though 
I think only two of them are available in this coun-
try (‘Black Pearl’ and ‘Tasstic’). Those are the 
two hybrids which I was growing.7 

Steve passed away on July 22 this year. He is sur-
vived by his wife Nola. 

So please make the time to enjoy your friends.  
And also make time to enjoy your plants. 

I will talk about the new Joël Lodé book set, Tax-
onomy of the Cactaceae, next time. 

Idée fixe Article and Photos by Linda Sinkovic  

…an idée fixe (french for ‘fixed idea’) is a preoccupation of mind… a fixation.—Wikipedia  

Notes: 
 
1 Perth has an outstanding botanical garden at King’s Park. If you visit in Octo-
 ber you will see an amazing display of Western Australian wildflowers in bloom. 
 (https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/western-australian-botanic-garden) 
2  Because I had to drive us back to the hotel, it rapidly became an interesting situa-
 tion. As you may know, they drive on the opposite side of the road in Australia 
 and there are many roundabouts/traffic circles there. On the plus side, all those 
 roundabouts were good practice for France, where apparently there are more than 
 half the world’s roundabouts.  
3 Yes we discussed both U.S. and Australian politics. And in fact we discussed the 
 politics of other countries too. No, we didn’t have all the answers but we both 
 knew BS when we saw it.  
4  Australian Rules Football.  
5  Which to be fair, is not much as I can’t explain them to anyone. But then again I 

don’t know much about the rules for most other sports either. However Steve was 
an avid cricket and footy fan and happy to try to explain them to someone like me.  

6  Registrations in 2010: ‘Black Pearl’, ‘Lady Bold’; in 2012, ‘Class Clown’, ‘Dr 
Earnshaw’, ‘Fijian Joy’, ‘Karen Michelle’, ‘Pink Elegance’, ‘Tasstic’. In 2024, 
Michael Guillot registered ‘King Hit’. Steve also registered a few older Australian 
hybrids such as ‘Flamingo’ (Australian) and ‘W. H. Morris’.  

7 A few people in San Diego have plants of ‘Tasstic’.  Not sure who rescued my plant 
of ‘Black Pearl’, but it was probably Jerry M. or Beth J.  

 
.  

Nola, Steve, and Peter from our 2009 visit. 

Steve explaining the footy. 

(https:/www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/western-australian-botanic-garden)


September 2026                          Epi News              Page  7 

 

‘Tasstic’ 2016 

Idée fixe—The Hybrids of  Steve Pincott Continued 

‘Tasstic’ 2014 

‘Lady Bold’ 2009 ‘Fijian Joy’ 2015 

‘Pink Elegance’ 2015 ‘Class Clown’ 2012 

‘Black Pearl’ 2015 ‘Black Pearl’ 2014 

Photos: Steve Pincott  
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Don’t Miss Our Summer-End Member/Volunteer 
Appreciation Social Slated for September 12, 2026 

It’s hard to believe that summer is almost over and 
we find it’s time once again to mark you calendars 
and save the date for the Society’s End of Summer 
Member/Volunteer Appreciation Social. The San 
Diego Epiphyllum Society’s feature event will be 
held on:  

Saturday, September 12, 2026, at 12:00 p.m.  

The event will be hosted at the home of our Society 
President Dean DeLibertis located at:  

3035 East 7th Street, National City, CA  91950-
3021 

Please bring the beverage and/or mixer of your 
choice. 

Please R.S.V.P. no later than August 31, 2026.  

By emailing hawaiiwiamea@yahoo.com or call/text 
Dean at (619) 829-2689. 

We look forward to seeing everyone there! 
Members enjoy the 2022 Summer-End Event. 

Photo: JK Hendershot 

Note November Date Change for SDES Monthly 
Meeting Changed to Thursday, November 12, 2026 
The SDES general meeting in November will be held on Thursday, November 12th  instead of Wednes-
day the 11th. Casa del Prado along with other city-operated public buildings within Balboa Park will be 
closed in observance of the Veteran’s Day holiday on November 11, 2026. Note independent cultural 
venues such as museums—along with the San Diego Zoo will remain open. 

 

Mark your  

calendar! 

SDES  
meeting 

Casa del  
Prado 
Closed 

mailto:hawaiiwiamea@yahoo.com
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Annual Photo Contest Is Just Around the Corner 
by Gilbert Hatfield 

Source: Sdepis.org 

This has been a great year for epi blooms. I have had epies bloom from April into August this year. 
Most, of course, between late April and June. For all of our members who take pictures of epies, the 
SDES annual photo contest is your time to share some of your best photographs. Submissions for the 
contest start in September. Submissions are accepted via email from September 1, to October 1, 2026. 
All submissions are via email to webmaster@sdepis.org, allowing our members worldwide to get in-
volved and showcase their favorite epi photographs. 

The schedule is: 
 Entries must be submitted between September 1, and October 1, 2026.  
 The webmaster sorts and posts the entries over the next two weeks; the Judges will make their se-

lections. 
 A PowerPoint presentation of all submissions will be put together. 
 The winners will be announced at the November general meeting. 
 

The only requirement to enter an epi photograph is that you are a member of SDES or one of the epi 
societies recognized by the ESA, and that you are the photographer. It does not have to be your epi that 
is photographed. 

Check out the Photo Contest page on the website for more detailed information or con-
tact webmaster@sdepis.org. 

mailto:webmaster@sdepis.org
https://sdepis.org/photo-contest/
mailto:webmaster@sdepis.org
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2025 Annual Photo Contest—And the Winners Were... 
People’s Choice & Best In Show 

Single Bloom People’s Choice Gail Hatfield  

‘Dark Passion’ 

Epi Art People’s Choice Arlene Hillman  

‘Epic Epi Eruption’ 

Multi-Bloom People’s Choice Gail Hatfield 

‘Cabo San Lucas’ 

Best In Show Jeff Hendershot 

‘English Rose’ 
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Member Wish List and Save the Date  

If  there is an epi that you are looking for it’s 
possible someone in the society might have it 
and is willing to share a cutting with you.   

As a service and benefit to our members this list 
is being included in the newsletter. Send your 
wish list along with your contact information to 
the editor to have it included here. If you do 
receive your request, kindly let the editor know 
so we may remove your entry. 

Sal Castellitto: aclarasd@aol.com  
‘Buttercup’,  ‘Christmas Elf’, ‘Spanish Gold’ 
‘Christmas Kiss’, ‘Kiwi Honey Gold’ 

 

Forrest Ehbrecht: 
forrestkehbrecht@yahoo.com 
‘Forrest Fyre’, ‘London Delight’ 
 

Casey Gerdes: casey@yogawithcasey.com 
‘Crystal Flash’, ‘Gladyce Jones’, ‘Glow Bug’, 
‘Kiwi Contradiction’, ‘Monastery Gardens’, 
‘Ron Crain’ 
 

Oliver Lapuebla: OliverRyanLP@gmail.com  

‘Hedgehog’ 

 

Michal McKee: folklor ist@gmail.com 

‘Elegans Lei’, ‘Mojave Gold’ 
 

Priscilla Merriam: pafmerr iam@gmail.com 
‘Frida Kahlo’, ‘Gold Coin’, ‘Oberon’, 
‘Ron Crain’ 
 

Dr. Diane McClure Lott: jefflott01@cox.net 
‘Tiger’s Eye’, ‘Juliana Obayashi’, ‘Alakazam’ 
and any small epies. 
 

Jim Nones: jan46@gmail.com 
‘Mother Juana’, ‘Mila Antonio Nones’ 
 

Leonora Rodriguez: ‘Lenore Overture’, 
‘Kinneloa’, ‘Spanish Flare’ 
  

Paula Reynolds: paularey@aol.com            
‘Sunset Cliffs’, ‘Voltaire’ 
 

John Smolowe: johnsmolowe@gmail.com  
‘Ulana Mauve Delight’, ‘Kiwi Sweetheart’. 
‘Jennie Martinez’, ‘Kiwi Waltz King’,  ‘Alpine 
Lace’ 
 

Janice Wakefield: 
jwakefield.home@gmail.com   
‘Bobby Brynildsen’, ‘Jasa’,  
‘White Cloud’  

 

Save the Date: 

The San Diego Epiphyllum Society  

Holiday Banquet & Installation of Officers  

will be held at a New Location:  

Bali Hai Restaurant –  

On Wednesday, December 16
th
, 6:00 p.m.  

Details to Follow (see page 15) 

mailto:aclarasd@aol.com?subject=Epi%20Wish%20List
mailto:forrestkehbrecht@yahoo.com
mailto:casey@yogawithcasey.com
mailto:OliverRyanLP@gmail.com
mailto:folklorist@gmail.com
mailto:pafmerriam@gmail.com
mailto:jefflott01@cox.net
mailto:jan46@gmail.com
mailto:paularey@aol.com
mailto:johnsmolowe@gmail.com
mailto:jwakefield.home@gmail.com
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Monthly Refreshment Schedule  
January  C—G  
February  H—L   
March  M—Q 
April   R—U  
May   V—B  
June   C—G         

July  Society 
August H—L 
September  M—Q 
October R—U 
November V—B 
December Banquet 

San Diego Epiphyllum Society 
Grows With Instagram Social 
 

The San Diego Epiphyllum Society recently launched a new Instagram 
account @SDepisociety. At the time of this publication, we have over 
70 followers and the numbers are growing every day.  
For those that are new to Instagram, the platform is designed for visu-
al content—encouraging users to express themselves and share stories 
through images and videos. 

As we tell our story, Instagram gives us a great opportunity to connect 
with those social media users who have similar interests, and it pro-
vides SDES an ideal platform to share our mission as it relates to epi-
phyllum.  

Using Instagram social media as a tool, we’re able to post photos and 
videos from events such as our Mother’s Day Show and Sale, and 
our Garden Caravan—as well as additional sales events and activities 
to attract new members to our group. And, Instagram also provides a 
forum to showcase the beautiful bloom photos taken by our mem-
bers. Be sure to check for frequent updates and follow us today!  

Blooms, Social Media + Refreshments   

Left: Beautiful light or-

ange ‘Liberace’ KLUG. 

2013 XL. 
 

Right: ‘Undine’ - Fuchsia 

with red midstripe and 

white throat. DFRA

(GAM). 2017 XL. 
 

Photos: Paula Reynolds  

mailto:@SDepisociety
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Resources 
As a benefit to our members we have compiled a 
list of epi resources available to you. If you are 
aware of any additional resources that you feel 
would benefit our members and you would like to 
have them included, please contact the editor. 
 

Epi Nurseries: 
 

Epi Haven - https://epihaven.com/   
  

Epiphyllum World - Don Cravalho  
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world 
 

Epric Foundation - Frank Süpplie 
www.epiphyllum.online  
 

Garden Jewels Nursery - Katie Lutz 
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/  
 

Heny’s Epiphyllums - Heny Brandenburg 
https://www.facebook.com/emeraldmoonepiphyllums/ 
 

Kakteen Haage - Ulrich Haage 
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/   
   

Pacific Epiphyllum - Chris Welcher   
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/   

Plant and Other Societies: 
 

Cactus & Succulent Society of America 
https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/  
SDES is an affiliate member and our members 
are welcome at their meetings and webinars. See 
their website for more information.  
 

Epiphyllum Society of America 
1st Tuesday of every month except in December 
or January at 7:30 p.m. http://epiphyllums.org/ 
 

Master Gardener Assoc. of San Diego County 
https://www.mastergardenersd.org/ 
Website includes: live meetings, programs, a 
blog, and items of interest for gardeners. 
 

San Diego Botanical Garden Society  
http://www.sdbgf.org/ 
 

San Diego Bromeliad Society  
2nd Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. 
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/ 
 

San Diego Turtle and Tortoise Society 
Meets on Zoom every 2nd Friday 
https://www.sdturtle.org/ 
 

South Bay Epiphyllum Society 

Meets quarterly. Check Facebook for dates  
www.facebook.comgroups/511560205668403 

Epi News Submissions  
News of interest to our SDES membership, and 
brief articles about our members, or our com-
munity are also welcome.   

 Send any articles, photos, and questions.   

 Send submissions as a Word or Google 
document. Items can also be sent as text pasted 
into an email body. No PDFs. 

 Please limit formatting. Avoid excessive 
bolding or tabs. Avoid words in all CAPS. 
Please proofread and spellcheck, esp. names. 

 Send photos as JPEGs attached in an email to 
submit to the editor. 

 All photos need caption and photographer’s 
name. Photos need photographer’s permission.  

 Use of photos is at the editor’s discretion. 

 Send videos as MP4 or as a YouTube link. 
Videos must have videographer’s permission. 

 Materials and submissions need contributor’s 
name.   

 All submissions are at the editor’s discretion. 

 Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 
for inclusion in the following month’s Epi 
News. 

 If you are not sure—send it anyway. Email    
the editor at: EpiNews@sdepis.org 

Mission Statement 
SDES is a community of epi growers  

who encourage the study of epies and the 
interchange of ideas on growing, displaying,  
and collecting epies and its related species. 

1 SDES Officers for 2026 

President Dean DeLibertis  

1st Vice President  David Cheever 

2nd Vice President Jerry Moreau  

Treasurer Gerry Mikas  

Recording Secretary Open  

Membership Secretary Beth Jackson 

Director 2025-26 Ken Maculan  

Director 2026-27  Gilbert Hatfield 

Director 2026-27 Linda Kruger 

Director 2026-27  Mildred Mikas  
 

1 Click ‘Title’ hyperlink to email an officer.  

https://epihaven.com/
http://stores.ebay.com/epiphyllum-world
http://www.epiphyllum.online
http://gardenjewelsnursery.com/
https://www.facebook.com/emeraldmoonepiphyllums/
http://www.kakteen-haage.de/
http://www.pacificepiphyllum.com/
https://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/
http://epiphyllums.org/
https://www.mastergardenersd.org/
http://www.sdbgf.org/
http://www.sandiegobromeliadsociety.org/
https://www.sdturtle.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/511560205668403
mailto:EpiNews@sdepis.org?subject=Epi%20News
mailto:President@sdepis.org
mailto:Programs@sdepis.org
mailto:MothersDay@sdepis.org
mailto:Treasurer@sdepis.org
mailto:Recording@sdepis.org
mailto:Membership@sdepis.org
mailto:Directors@sdepis.org
mailto:Directors@sdepis.org
mailto:Directors@sdepis.org
mailto:Directors@sdepis.org
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Blooms Around San Diego County—Spring 2026  

‘Silence’ FOBx50C53 

 

‘Eva Paetz’ HP 
 

Photos: JK Hendershot  

‘Ernst Gündchen’ KN#16 
 

‘Seahorses’ NONES 
 

‘Elise’ WCx098(JP) 

 

‘Raconteur’ LAT (GAM) 

 

‘Bobbie Johnson’ DTO 
 

‘Sonoma Sunshine’ KBY 

 

‘Inca’s Golden Dream’ KP

(EPRIC) 
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San Diego Epiphyllum Society 
2026 Holiday Installation Banquet  

Note: New Event Location and Date 

                                      

 When: Wednesday, December 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.   

 Where: Bali Hai Restaurant – New Location & Date 

   2230 Shelter Island Dr. San Diego,  CA  92106  

 Phone:  619-222-1181  
  

Join Us for a Festive Beginning to the Holidays!  

Appetizers (limited) as you enter 

 

Come for an evening of fun, good food, fellowship, an optional gift exchange,  

door prizes.  

Entrée choice: 8 oz. Sirloin Steak, Macadamia nut-crusted Sea Bass, 

Vegetarian, or Gluten Free. 

For our optional gift exchange, you should bring a wrapped, NEW garden-related 

gift ($20.00 value).  Bring something you would like to receive!  

The dinner price is only $35.00 
1
 for members. SDES offsets the difference—it’s 

our way of saying “Thank You” for a great year & volunteering. Please inquire for 

non-member pricing. Note: A no-host bar will be available in the Banquet Room.  

You can sign up online at our secure website.  

Make sure to choose your entrée.                   

Contact Mildred or Gerry Mikas (treasurer). All credit cards accepted.  

Or you can send a check payable to ‘SDES Dinner’ to Mildred Mikas,    

3502 Avenida Amorosa, Escondido, CA 92029  

  

All reservations must be paid by December 1, 2026. That’s when we finalize       

payment to the restaurant and provide a total head count of those attending.  

Questions call 760-690-1124 or e-mail mvmikas@cox.net 
  

1  Honorary Life Members are once again invited as SDES Guests.                    

Looking forward to seeing you at our Banquet!  

Note: to receive member pricing, membership dues must be paid                     

through December 2026. 
  
 

https://sdepis.org/
mailto:mvmikas@cox.net
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What’s in a Name? A Beautiful Flower of Course! 
Friendship, Kindness, and Pirates… Oh My! by Jerry Moreau 
It has been a good summer—if not a warm one. 
September is here, though, and summer will linger 
with us a little while longer. 

September has always carried a sense of beginning 
for me. Although we are entering the final season 
of the year, the close of 
summer brings back memo-
ries of school starting and a 
new cycle unfolding. Janu-
ary has always seemed an 
odd time to begin a new 
year; it arrives in the heart 
of winter. Shouldn’t spring 
be the true beginning? But I 
digress. 

I recently learned that Sep-
tember is Friendship and 
Kindness Month, which 
feels like a lovely theme for 
our society as we pause to 
admire all that is growing 
in our gardens and in our 
lives. As the season shifts, 
we might make room for 
small acts of generosity: 
sharing a harvest, offering a cutting or a plant, or 
simply expressing gratitude to one another. 

I also love fall for its abundance. September wel-
comes apple season, along with almonds, figs, 
walnuts, persimmons, and pears. At the same time, 

many late-summer fruits and vegetables are still 
plentiful and ready to enjoy. 

Just a few days before the fall equinox comes Talk 
Like a Pirate Day, observed on September 19. The 
holiday reportedly began during a racquetball 

game between Mark Sum-
mers and John Baur in Al-
bany, Oregon, when one of 
them responded to an inju-
ry during a match with a 
hearty “Aaarrr!”—and an 
idea was born. 

September is a lovely 
month of transition. The 
days remain warm and 
bright, while the evenings 
begin to cool. And, of 
course, many of these sea-
sonal treasures have epies 
named for them. Perhaps 
there is a variety you have 
not encountered yet. You 
may still have some off-
season epi hybrids bloom-
ing, along with a few spe-

cies taking center stage as we say good-bye to 
summer. 

Here are some hybrids inspired by this month’s 
themes of autumn, apples, care, kindness, and pi-

rates. Enjoy! 

‘September Song’ 
Photo: Joyce Carr  

‘Pirate Gold’ STL 
Photo: SDES Archives 

‘Pirate’ FOB 
Photo: Chuck Everson 

‘Autumn Brightness’ LMD 
Photo: JK Hendershot 
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‘Apple Blossom‘ TMM 
Photo: SDES Archives  

What’s in a Name? A Beautiful Flower of Course! Continued 

‘Autumn Blaze’ FB(HST) 
Photo: SDES Archives 

‘Autumn Fancy’ LMD(EW) 
Photo: Jerry Moreau  

‘Autumn Frost’ 
Photo: Chuck Everson  

‘Autumn Gold’ FRE 
Photo: George French 

‘Autumn Pink’ FRE 
Photo: Robert Kuettle  
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‘Autumn Shadows’ FRE 
Photo: Jerry Moreau  

We Leave You With This— A Beautiful Flower of Course! 

‘Candy Apple’ WC 
Photo: Chuck Everson  

‘Friendship' - (AUGUST)      
Photo: SDES Archives  

‘Friendship' - FOB 
Photo: SDES Archives  

‘Golden Apple’ FOB 
Photo: SDES Archives 

‘September Morn’ STL 
Photo: SDES Archives 




